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SENIORS GEE, TROTTER TO BE TERRORS ON OFFENSE; STROTZ IS OUTSIDE RIGHT BACK

Cougar Soccer Boys Looking to Form Strong Team Bond
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Greg Campbell introduced a new
system when he became the head
coach of the Cranford High School
boys soccer team last year, and
with a large senior class, his team
became more competitive as the
season progressed and finished
with a 7-12-5 record.

“Last year we made some re-
ally good strides. We started out
a little rough trying to implement
a new system. We really made
some headway as we went,” he
said.

This season, Coach Campbell
has the opportunity to mold his
Cougars into the type of team
that he really wants.

“We lost a lost 14 seniors. There
are some upsides and some pit-
falls with that. Obviously replac-
ing 14 guys on the roster means
that you have to pull up some
kids who don’t have a lot of var-
sity experience. By clearing out
that much roster space, you also
open a lot of available playing
time. Younger guys knew, com-
ing into this season, there are a
lot of spots to compete for and
we have seen a lot of improve-
ment in our players coming up,”
Coach Campbell said.

Despite having a very young
squad, Coach Campbell has seen
some remarkable progress.

“We have a much smaller se-
nior class this year. That being
said, there is a much higher level
of competition, because we don’t
have as many established posi-
tions. Guys are really battling it
out for these spots. So far the
system has really worked out.
There is a really good team at-
mosphere, and we have had good
results in our first two scrim-
mages — 7-0 against Fair Lawn
and 4-1 against Woodbridge,” he
said.

The few remaining senior vet-
erans, however, have a lot to
offer the young squad. Andrew
Gee has shown strong leadership
as a center midfielder.

“He’s going to be playing an
attacking midfielder spot, basi-
cally running point in the center.
He is going to be a real focal point
for us. He has a lot of skill and
really good field vision. I think
we’ve begun to implement a sys-
tem that really plays to a lot of his
qualities. I am looking for him to
have a big season,” Coach
Campbell said.

“Mr. Hustle” Tommy Trotter
possesses the ability to badger
opposing teams’ backfield and
goalies.

“The kid never stops running.
He’s a great example in training
sessions. We couldn’t ask for a
better striker. He has really found,
from last year to this year, a nose
for the goal. Some strikers just
know where to be and it’s cer-
tainly the case for him,” Coach
Campbell said.

Two other seniors, Kyle Mallon
and Medo Mansour, figure to be
influential up front. Also in the

midfield will be juniors Mark
Christiano and Moises
Phillipsborn.

“We’ve had some nice addi-
tions, who have made great
strides in the off-season, Kyle on
outside wing and Medo on the
other. In the center we are run-
ning two juniors who have shown
great promise, Mark and Moises,
who have done a nice job con-
trolling that central midfield
tempo. They are learning to play
with and for each other,” Coach
Campbell said.

Senior returning starter Peter

Strotz is expected to be a leading
defender as the outside right
back. “He’s always a solid de-
fender, not afraid to go in for a
50-50. He wins a lot of headers,”
Coach Campbell said.

Senior Brandon DeOliveira will
be the stopper, junior Chris
Didzbalis will be at left side back
and junior Erik Monteagudo will
be at sweeper.

“Brandon has been playing club
ball, but he came out for the
school program this year. He has
been a rock at that stopper spot,
and he can really play with his
feet as well. He has good field
vision at that spot. Chris and Erik
have really set up that back line,
so I am excited moving into the
regular season,” Coach Campbell
said.

Competition also exists for the
keeper position with senior Ian
Hay and sophomore Dominic
Meliado.

“They each bring different
things to the table. Ian is a big
body. He covers a lot of the net,
and he’s tough to get around to
put that ball in. Dominic is a little
bit smaller, but he has a little
more technical ability. He has
had some pretty extensive keeper
training, and he has a feel for the
position

The Cougars are eager to get
into action when they open their
season at St. Joseph’s on Satur-
day, September 7 at 10:00 a.m.

“Our mental outlook is really
great. Because there is so much
competition and I took a smaller
number of players. When there
is that many fewer guys to find
playing time for, it benefits ev-
erybody, because every guy is
going to see playing time every
single game. We are well on our
way to forming that team bond
that is so necessary,” Coach
Campbell said.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCRIMMAGE BATTLE…The Cougars, in white, battled Fair Lawn in a recent scrimmage at Memorial Field.


