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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

New faces will be looking to fill
some big shoes, but this year’s
Cranford High School football
team has a number of returning
veterans, especially in the de-
fensive secondary, and a prom-
ising group of sophomores, who
have the ability to add depth and
make a strong contribution.

Two years ago, the Cougars
won the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 title and last year, with
quarterback Reggie Green, who
was recruited by the University
of Pittsburgh, the team won its
first playoff game before experi-
encing a setback at the hands of
Palisades Park in the semifinals
to finish with a 7-3 record. Addi-
tionally, the Cougars must re-
place a very competent group of
linebackers and linemen.

“We’ve got a lot of new faces.
What they lacked in experience,
they made up in effort and a lot
of hard work in the off-season.
They expect to win like we have
been able to do the last few
years. We do have to get them in
the fire and ready to perform as
soon as possible. We have a lot of
guys who can play football. They
just need to do it at a varsity
level,” Cougar Head Coach Erik
Rosenmeier said.

The young Cougars got their
first test at the varsity level in a
scrimmage game with Wayne
Valley on August 27.

OBLACHINSKI ASSUMES QUARTERBACK POSITION; MOST EXPERIENCE IN ‘D’ SECONDARY

Cougar Gridders Hustling to Be Ready on ‘First Snap’
“We had our first scrimmage

against a good Wayne Valley
team. At the beginning, we
weren’t very good. But what I
was proudest of was they knew
they weren’t very good and they
fixed it during the scrimmage.

That shows some maturity. It
shows some toughness. We have
to understand that in a game
situation, we have to be ready
from the first snap and we have
to play until the last one,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

Senior John Oblachinski, who
was Green’s primary target last
year with 25 receptions for 235

yards and also ran the ball for a
touchdown and a two-point con-
version, has shifted to quarter-
back. He will man the cornerback
position on defense. Last year he
led the team with six intercep-
tions.

“We expect big things from him.
We think he’s one of the best
athletes in the county. He can do
a lot of things for us at the quar-
terback position both running and

throwing that’s going to put pres-
sure on the defense. This is his
first year starting as a varsity
quarterback. We have to under-
stand that that is where he is at
this point. The sky is the limit for
what he’s going to be able to do,”
Coach Rosenmeier said.

Sophomore Jack Schetelich has
shown promise as the backup
quarterback, and Oblichinski will
be working with some experi-
enced running backs in senior
Joe DaSilva and juniors Donavin
Walker, Luke Christiano and
Kevin Trotter. Sophomores Sean
Leonard and Ahmad Davis will
also add some depth.

Should Oblachinski decide to
go to the air, he has senior wide
receivers Jack McCaffrey and
Geddy Warner, and sophomore
Joe Norton, along with tight ends
Steve Baglieri (senior) and jun-
ior Jake Matthews. The backfield
expects to get breathing room
from senior center Rob DelSanto,
senior guards Rob
O’Shaughnessy and Jon El-
Khoury, sophomores Will Fries
and Kevin Doran, and senior tack-
les Mike Pastore, Brian Bruns
and Ryan Drew, and junior Nick
Ballas.

“We have a lot of sophomores
on the field. We are going to be
able to play a lot of guys this
year,” Coach Rosenmeier noted.

Baglieri, Bruns and Ballas are
expected to man the defensive
ends, while Pastore,
O’Shaughnessy, Fries and Doran
will plug the interior line. The
linebacker crew will be
DelSandro, sophomore Niko
Cappello, Matthews, junior Colin
Scanlon, Drew and Davis.

On the corners will be
Oblachinski, Walker, Leonard and
McCaffrey, and the safeties will

Probitas Verus Honos
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AVOIDING THE SACK…Cougar quarterback John Oblachinski, No. 12, avoid being sacked in the scrimmage game
against Wayne Valley at Memorial Field in Cranford on August 27.


