
Page 14  Thursday, September 5, 2013 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

  

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Removal
Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425  • Call 908-232-4407 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

POWER WASHING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and

Snow Removal Services
908-756-0090   www.grimebustersnj.com

Free Estimates / Fully Insured

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Goods & Services You Need

QUEST “FOR
PERFECTION”

Home Improvements
Kitchens • Baths

Countertops • Windows

Fine Carpentry

Basements • Tile Work

qhiwnj@comcast.net

908-654-1899
NJ Lic. #13VH01315500

Free Estimates • Insured

No sub-contractors!

PANICKING
 WITH A LEAKY ROOF?

Expert Repairs!

 732-396-1562
Call 732-816-1558 or

Gary Blindt
Committed to quality & great prices

Fully insured & licensed for 32 yrs.

*A small company with a big heart*

High Tech Roofing

www.hitekrof.com

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

POLICE BLOTTER
Fifty Yrs. After MLK Speech People

Feel Their Votes Do Not Matter
As I re-read the transcript of Dr.

Martin Luther King Jr.’s speech in
Washington, D.C. on the 50th Anni-
versary of the march in Washington,
a particular line stood out to me even
over the eloquence of the rest of
them.

It was when he said that, “We can-
not be satisfied as long as a Negro in
Mississippi cannot vote and a Negro
in New York believes he has nothing
for which to vote.” The first half of that
line is thankfully no longer true, but
what stood out to me was the second
half. Because 50 years later, as I cam-
paign around my district, I still hear
far too often that people feel as though
there is nothing to vote for. “Why
vote?” they ask. “Nothing is going to
change anyway.” But now there is one
big difference: today the staggering
truth is that the feeling of hopeless-
ness at the polls is colorblind.

What he was referring to is today
called “voter apathy.” In fact, I would
go so far as to say that in that regard,
we have regressed from the times of
Dr. King. Sure, more people can vote.
But less people who vote feel as
though their vote matters. Today, I
hear far too many people complain
that no matter who they vote for,
nothing will change. Union County
voters have resigned themselves to
disappointment out of frustration.
They have resigned themselves to
higher taxes. They have resigned
themselves to one-party rule. They
have resigned themselves to corrup-
tion and nepotism.

My incumbent opponents for the

position of State Assembly in Legis-
lative District 20 have not had com-
petition in nearly a decade. That lack
of competition and the corruption it
breeds catalyzes voter apathy. Why
vote when the outcome is impossible
to avoid? In return, voter apathy
breeds lack of competition. And the
incumbents fight hard to keep it that
way. I remember after my debate for
Township Committee in Union last
year, Assemblyman Joe Cryan, who I
couldn’t have imagined at the time
would be my competition this year,
approached me. “When are you go-
ing to come join our side?” he said
with a smile. I was shocked and
humbled in the moment. “Someone
wants me on their side? I must have
done something right!” Until I real-
ized that this is how they function.
When you have that much power, any
threat to it is silenced not through
vanquishing them at the polls, but by
handing them a position or job. Then
they become the boss.

In reality, a lot of people I know,
particularly my Hispanic family, for
years refused to vote Republican and
were satisfied with no competition.
They thought that all Democrats in
power – with their promises of mak-
ing our lives better and being the
more inclusive party – would help
them. Until they realized that at the
end of the day, it isn’t the promises
someone makes that matters. It is the
promises they keep.

Some elections aren’t about party,
and for me, this is one of them. This is
about voters having something to vote
for in our county, other than “Demo-
crat 1” or “Democrat 2.” Our Gover-
nor inspires voters, and it is because he
has done an amazing job at helping
our state. It’s time to help finish the job
statewide, and to start it here in Union
County. I chose to run for the position
because I chose to not accept that we
have to keep being lied to and strung
along by our Assembly members and
Freeholders. I chose to run because I
refused to accept that I have no voice.
I chose to try and fight to be the voice
for others that they feel as though they
don’t currently have.

Will I get to be one of those voices
for District 20? I don’t know. That is
for the voters to decide in November.
But one thing was for sure: I wasn’t
going to sit back and let that decision
be made for us yet another year.

Christopher Hackett
Assembly Candidate

R-LD20, Union

Labor Day Ends with a New Year
And a New Beginning

Lawsuit filed Seeks Access to
Generatorgate Public Records

As summer comes to a close and
fall begins, we start anew. Labor Day
officially ends the summer season
and children return to school. I am
beginning a new journey in my life to
fulfill public service in a way I have
never done before. I seek the faith
and trust of my fellow residents of
Union County.

On Saturday night, August 30,
many people of my Jewish faith be-
gan to recite prayers known as
“Selichot,” a series of penitential
prayers and liturgy. These prayers
are said on a daily basis up until the
day of atonement known as “Yom
Kippur ”. In between Rosh Hashanah
(the Jewish New Year) and Yom Kip-
pur are the “10 days of repentance.”
We are atoning for the sins that we
have committed in the last year as we
begin a new year. Although we may
not necessarily be worthy of forgive-
ness, we ask to be dealt with kindly.
We also give charity to those who are
less fortunate. By bringing compas-
sion into the world, we hope that we
too will merit to receive compassion
as well.

Even though I have been involved
in politics in various ways for a long
time, it was never my intent to seek
any type of political office at this time
in my life. However, I was approached
and asked by people to do so. “My
feeling is when you are called to
fulfill public service by your fellow
citizens, you answer the call of duty.
“

I have stressed a couple of times in
this campaign that I am not perfect. I
am always open to change and new
ideas. A Rabbi from ancient times
named Hillel says in a book known as
“Pirkei Avot” “Ethics of our
Fathers”:“Don’t judge your friend
until you are in his situation.” Politics
often times is a very unpleasant situ-
ation and people seek to past judg-
ment on candidates without keeping
an open mind. It is my hope that
people will take the time and effort to
get informed about the issues inside
Union County in order to make a
sound decision on November 5.

Ira Geiger, Republican
Candidate for UC Freeholder

The Union County Watchdog As-
sociation (UCWA) has filed a lawsuit
in Superior Court asking the court to
grant access to a report of the Union
County Prosecutor that was prepared
with respect to the unauthorized use
of County generators during and af-
ter the Super Storm Sandy emergency.

The prosecutor concluded that no
crime was committed. The county is
dealing with the employees adminis-
tratively, but has not issued a state-
ment outlining what exactly occurred.
The public has the right to know how
Union County government used their
resources during an emergency where
tens of thousands of residents suf-
fered. The facts in this matter show
that Union County government con-
spired against transparency, which is
an affront to our democracy. Further,
affected county employees, those
being punished administratively for
taking generators, deserve to know
who, if anyone, weren’t punished.

In light of continued reports of
mismanagement by Union County, I
am deeply concerned that the county
is misspending funds it receives from
the federal government. State and
local governments received signifi-
cant amounts of money from federal
Hurricane Sandy relief funds, and
with that increased funding must
come increased oversight. It is my
understanding that federal relief
money was used to purchase and rent
new generators while the County al-
lowed employees to take home
county-owned generators for per-
sonal use.

There are particular facts in the
report that I want access to. Along
with names of employees and their
titles, I want to know the circum-
stances surrounding the taking of
these generators. Were they taken in
the middle of the night or during the
day? How were these generators se-
cured? Was there tacit approval? Was
there internal procedure in place to
request approval? An inventory sys-
tem? Since large generators are pre-
sumably stationary and cannot be
moved, was County equipment used

to move these generators around, or
were they moved by personal equip-
ment? How long were the generators
kept? What were the circumstances
of their return? Were other resources
taken, such as extension cords and
gas?

I would also like to see the
Prosecutor’s analysis and see at what
point did the Prosecutor decided that
this was not a criminal matter. And
how the Prosecutor’s office deter-
mined that the behavior here was not
official misconduct within the mean-
ing of N.J.S.A. 2C:30-2, which pro-
hibits a public employee from know-
ingly acting in an unauthorized man-
ner that relates to their office or posi-
tion to obtain a benefit for them-
selves or another.

There have been other reports of
generator abuse by public officials
from around the State, many of these
other people were held up to public
scrutiny. According to a comment
made during a public meeting by
county counsel Robert Barry, the State
Attorney General’s office is oversee-
ing these investigations state-wide to
insure punishments are meted out
equally. If this is true, why are some
government bodies and their employ-
ees allowed to hide and others aren’t?
This is not equal treatment.

The privacy interests of disciplined
public employees and officials do not
outweigh the public’s right to know
which of them were allowed access
emergency equipment for personnel
comfort when tens of thousands of
Union County residents suffered.
Residents lives were put in danger
when generators that could have pow-
ered traffic lights at major intersec-
tions, and other public services, were
being used to power county employee
homes.

The facts in this matter show that
Union County government conspired
against transparency, which is an af-
front to our democracy.

Tina Renna, President
Union County Watchdog Assoc.

BootCampWF Reveals
Free Demos, Fall Kickoff

WESTFIELD — BootCampWF,
Westfield’s premier, healthy-living
outdoor fitness training program, is
gearing up to get you in tip-top shape
this fall! This session we welcome
Jen Donahue to the BCWF team,
who will be teaching BCWF Extreme
on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 5:45
a.m. All are welcome for Free Demo
classes on Tuesday, September 10:
BCWF Extreme at 5:45 a.m. and
BCWF Lite at 9:15 a.m. The fall
session runs September 11 to Octo-
ber 23.

BootCampWF is a specially de-
signed, six-week fitness program of-
fering a wide variety of classes to
help you achieve optimal fitness.
BCWF workouts are held Monday,
Wednesday and Friday at 5:45 and
9:15 a.m. and Saturdays at 8 a.m.
BCWF Extreme is Tuesday and

Thursday at 5:45 a.m., and BCWF
Lite, a gentler version, is Tuesday
and Thursday at 9:15 a.m. BCWF
TRX classes are Tuesday and Thurs-
day at 10:30 a.m. Workouts begin in
Tamaques Park by the basketball
courts.

BootCampWF starts off (and fin-
ishes!) with free optional fitness as-
sessments of recruits on Monday,
September 9, to allow participants to
measure progress over the six-week
session. We also will conduct an op-
tional weigh-in and body-fat evalua-
tion.

To enlist in BootCampWF, please
visit our website at
www.BootCampWF.com. Get
Out…Get Fit…Have Fun!

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Garwood Dem Club
Slates Casino Outing
GARWOOD — The Garwood

Democratic Club will host a bus trip
to the Sands Casino in Bethlehem,
Pa. on Saturday, September 21. The
Sands not only features the casino
floor, but a food court, restaurants
and an outlet shopping mall as well,
all within the same complex.

The bus will leave Garwood from
West Street, between Willow Avenue
and South Avenue, at 10 a.m. sharp
and will return to Garwood at ap-
proximately 8 p.m. Each ticket is $30
with $20 being returned in slot play,
along with a $5 food voucher.

Everyone is welcome to partici-
pate in this event, regardless of politi-
cal affiliation. For further informa-
tion or to purchase tickets, call Charles
Lombardo at (908) 789-0508.

Westfield
Monday, August 26, Shatia Win-

ston, 31, of Rahway was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains on a charge of
hindering apprehension and on out-
standing warrants out of Irvington, for
$500, and Watchung, for $314. Ac-
cording to police, Winston was charged
with hindering apprehension after giv-
ing police a false name, address and
date of birth. Winston was held at
police headquarters until morning
pending the setting of bail on the hin-
dering apprehension charge as well as
an additional charge of possession of
a prescription legend drug.

Tuesday, August 27, Michael
Saladino, 19, of Kenilworth was ar-
rested and charged with possession of
a controlled dangerous substance
(CDS)/less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana following a motor vehicle
stop at Nomahegan Drive and Manitou
Circle. He was released on his own
recognizance with a summons pend-
ing a September 12 court date.

Wednesday, August 28, Chelsea
Jabush, 18, of Mountainside was ar-
rested on two outstanding warrants
from Rahway during a traffic stop on
Central Avenue near Sycamore Street.
Jabush was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and held in lieu
of posting the requisite $600 bail.

Wednesday, August 28, Thomas
Clark, 21, of Cranford was arrested
and charged with driving while in-
toxicated (DWI) following a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue in
Garwood. He was turned over to a
responsible adult.

Wednesday, August 28, Lori A.
Martino, 47, of Westfield responded
to police headquarters to satisfy
Westfield warrants in the amounts of
$67 and $89. She was processed and
released after posting full bail.

Friday, August 30, Edward Carter,
59, of Westfield was arrested on South
Avenue near Cacciola Place on a
$75,000 Union County Sheriff’s Of-
fice warrant and a $200 Newark traffic
warrant. He was remanded to the Union
County jail awaiting a court hearing.

Friday, August 30, Siddeeqah
Dixon, 34, of Freemansburg, Pa. was
arrested after turning herself in at
police headquarters on a $155
Westfield traffic warrant. Bail was
posted with a signed bail waiver.

Saturday, August 31, Tamecka M.
Dixon, 37, of Westfield was arrested
on an outstanding Garwood warrant
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop in
the area of East South and Windsor
Avenues. Dixon was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released after posting $90 cash bail.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, August 20, the manager

of a Route 22 business reported that
someone damaged the fence in the
back of the building.

Tuesday, August 20, a resident of
Everts Avenue reported that she has
been having an ongoing dispute
with her neighbor, who yells at her
all the time.

Thursday, August 22, a resident of
Plainfield Avenue reported that some-
time overnight, one or more unknown
suspects removed a watch that he had
left outside. The watch was valued at
approximately $650.

Thursday, August 22, a resident of
Maple Hill Road reported that some-
one made approximately $2,000 in
purchases on her credit card without
her authorization.

Friday, August 23, Ian Walters, 32,
of Plainfield was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on Short Hills Lane on

an outstanding $1,169 warrant is-
sued by the Bridgewater Court. He
was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released.

Saturday, August 24, the manager
of a Route 22 gas station reported
that someone received approximately
$20 in gas and then left the station
without paying.

Saturday, August 24, a resident of
Bartle Avenue reported that some-
time overnight someone scratched
the side of his motor vehicle.

Sunday, August 25, a resident of
Hunter Avenue reported that some-
time during the day someone removed
his bicycle, valued at approximately
$300, which he had left unlocked in
front of his house.

Monday, August 26, a resident of
Valleyscent Avenue reported that some-
time overnight someone removed the
front license plate of her motor vehicle,
which was parked in her driveway.

Tuesday, August 27, a resident of
South Avenue reported that someone
made approximately $500 in pur-
chases on her credit card without her
authorization.

Wednesday, August 28, Danielle
Bowen, 24, of Edison was arrested
after a motor vehicle violation on
Rahway Road on an outstanding $140
warrant issued by the Sayreville Court.
Bowen was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Thursday, August 29, Dwayne
Heard, 42, of Newark was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on Route
22 on an outstanding no-bail warrant
issued by the Essex County Court.
He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and taken to the
Essex County jail.

Thursday, August 29, a resident of
New York Avenue reported that some-
time overnight someone entered her
yard and removed a chair, valued at
approximately $120.

Friday, August 30, a resident of
Jersey Avenue reported that someone
made approximately $900 in pur-
chases on her credit card without her
authorization.

Friday, August 30, a resident of
Valleyscent Avenue reported that
sometime overnight someone put old
stereo equipment on his front lawn.

Friday, August 30, Chris Faustino,
24, of Union was arrested and charged
with DWI following a motor vehicle
stop on Route 22. After failing mul-
tiple field sobriety tests at the scene,
he was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Fanwood
Tuesday, August 27, Corinne

Lawson, 25, of Plainfield was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
on an outstanding warrant out of
Scotch Plains. Lawson was processed
and turned over to the Scotch Plains
Police Department.

Friday, August 30, a resident of the
100 block of North Avenue reported that
someone entered the house and removed
two laptop computers, valued at $1,000.

Friday, August 30, a resident of the
80 block of Farley Avenue reported
that someone entered the house and
removed a laptop computer, valued
at $1,000.

Friday, August 30, a resident of the
90 block of North Avenue reported
that her unlocked, parked motor ve-
hicle was entered and a GPS unit,
valued at $100, was removed.

Saturday, August 31, a resident of
the 60 block of Midway Avenue re-
ported that her unlocked, parked mo-
tor vehicle was entered and, although
the interior was ransacked, nothing
was reported missing at the time.

Saturday, August 31, Allison Moss,
34, and Arielle Warren, 31, both of
Plainfield, were arrested and charged
with shoplifting at a business on the
100 block of South Avenue. According
to police, when officers arrived, the
suspects were being detained by a store
security guard. They were transported
to police headquarters, processed and
released pending court hearings.

Saturday, August 31, a business on
the 100 block of South Avenue re-
ported an attempted shoplifting after
a security guard reported a black male,
approximately six feet tall, wearing a
dark hat, gray T-shirt and blue jeans,
exited the store with merchandise
without paying for it. The suspect
was stopped by the security guard but
fled the area without the merchan-
dise, police said. Police checked the
surrounding area for the suspect with
negative results, authorities reported.

Sunday, September 1, a resident of
the 200 block of Farley Avenue reported
that her unlocked, parked motor vehicle
was entered by someone and her GPS
unit, valued at $100, was removed.

Monday, September 2, Keith
Readie, 38, of Hopelawn was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
Martine Avenue on an active warrant
out of South Orange. He was pro-
cessed, posted bail and released.

Tuesday, September 3, David
Maldonado, 20, and Kevin Lewis,
22, both of Plainfield, were arrested
on active warrants after an officer on
routine patrol located three suspi-
cious people in the area of Helen
Street. According to police, the two
suspects were arrested on the war-
rants and the third person was sent on
his way. They were processed, posted
bail and released.

Tuesday, September 3, Robert
Comeau, 22, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop at
Hetfield Avenue and Shady Lane on an
active warrant out of Westfield. He was
processed, posted bail and released.
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