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MS BOE Clarification
A story last week on coverage of

the Mountainside Board of Educa-
tion meeting on August 27 correctly
reported the school board intends to
place a referendum before voters in
December or January for $19.4 mil-
lion of which 40 percent is eligible
for a state grant.

Chief School Administrator Nancy
Lubarsky this week clarified the
amount, telling The Westfield Leader
if the New Jersey Department of Edu-
cation approves Mountainside’s re-
quest, the district would receive $7.8
million with the amount to be raised
in local taxes to be $11.6 million
payable over the 20-year life of the
bond. That breaks down to $290 for
the average assessed borough home,
an amount to be included within the
annual school tax until the bond is
repaid.

Cassandra Segulin for The Westfield Leader
GOODBYE, SUMMER...Summer comes to a close as carnival rides and the ferris wheel light the sky at the annual St.
Bartholomew/UNICO Italian Festival held Labor Day weekend in Scotch Plains.

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader
CAKE BOSS...Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky and celebrity baker, Buddy
Valastro, from the popular reality television show “Cake Boss,” gather with Mr.
Valastro’s family and curious onlookers at the grand opening of Carlo’s Bakery
on East Broad Street. See story page 18 and www.goleader.com/photos.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
I HAVE A DREAM…Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, Pastor Wendell Lancaster of St.
Luke’s AME Church and members of the Martin Luther King, Jr. (MLK) event
committee gather at the “I Have a Dream” speech event at the Martin Luther
King Memorial in Westfield on August 28. See www.goleader.com/photos.

Westfield Schools Open With
New Staff, Courses, Roofs

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — When Westfield
public schools opened on Tuesday, stu-
dents were greeted by 53 new teachers,
an interim assistant principal at West-
field High School (WHS), the return of
a school resource officer at the high
school and a new supervisor of lan-
guage arts.

As part of construction work this
summer, roofs have been replaced at
Westfield High School, Roosevelt In-
termediate School and Washington El-
ementary School. The work is part of a
$13.6-million bond referendum ap-
proved by voters last December.

Next summer roofs are scheduled to

be replaced at Franklin, Jefferson,
McKinley, Tamaques, Wilson, Lincoln
(Early Childhood Development Cen-
ter) and Edison Intermediate (EIS)
schools, and at the Elm Street adminis-
trative offices.

The board of education voted Tues-
day night to approve a question to be
placed on the Tuesday, November 5
General Election ballot asking voters
to re-approve the school bond with
additional information allowing the
district to accept $2.7 million in state
funding as part of a new state grant.
State funding would account for 40
percent of the roofing replacement
costs, according to school officials.

In addition to the roofs, more than 25

classrooms in Westfield schools have
been painted. Work at EIS included
replacement of sidewalks, bleachers
and boilers. Summer maintenance
projects have taken place throughout
the district, including updating heating
valves, removing and installing new
flooring, replacing sidewalks and in-
stalling new lockers, countertops, drop
ceilings and ceiling lights.

During an interview August 23 in
her office with The Westfield Leader,
Superintendent Margaret Dolan said
the district is in negotiations with sev-
eral of its employee collective bargain-
ing groups, including the Westfield Edu-
cation Association (WEA), which rep-
resents teachers, whose contract ex-
pired in June.

“We’ve been working on it over the
summer so I’m confident we will have
a contract in the near future,” Ms. Dolan
said.

The Westfield Board of Education
held a special meeting Tuesday night to
ratify the contract (see story this page).

Other groups in negotiations are the
custodians, secretaries and paraprofes-
sionals.

In terms of administrative staff
changes, Pamela Ackerman-Garcia has
been hired as the district’s new k-12
language arts supervisor. She previ-
ously had been curriculum supervisor
with the Monroe Township Schools.
She replaced Tim Harrison, who left
for a job closer to his home in
Monmouth County.

“We are very pleased with Mrs.
Garcia. She has experience as a super-
visor in other districts and teaches also
at the College of New Jersey,” Ms.
Dolan said, noting that Mrs. Garcia
started her new position on August 1
and has been involved in training of
teachers.

Longtime WHS teacher Margaret
McFadden is serving as interim assis-
tant principal at the high school, replac-
ing Derrick Nelson, who is on military
leave in Kuwait.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Garwood Planning Bd. OKs
Second Floor on Willow Ave.

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough Planning
Board members have unanimously
approved a variance permitting a ho-
meowner to build a second-floor addi-
tion closer to the front edge of his
property than ordinances allow.

Ivan Pacella, of 324 Willow Av-
enue, is building a suite for his wid-
owed mother-in-law over the left side
of his single-family home, which in-
cludes the garage. The house is 17.7
feet from the property line instead of
the required 25 feet.

“The variance is necessary because
part of the existing first floor is closer
than 25 feet from the front property
line,” Mr. Pacella’s attorney, Gary
Maher, explained at the August 28 plan-
ning board meeting. “The applicants
want to build straight up above that
existing first floor.”

After board member Bill Nierstedt
expressed concern about “front-yard
creep,” among other things, Mr. Pacella
agreed to three caveats. He must sign a
deed restriction that will prohibit him
or any future property owner from turn-
ing the home into a two-family dwell-

ing; he must reconfigure his two-car
driveway into a one-car space, and
there will be no further front-yard en-
croachment.

Mr. Pacella and his wife, Philomena,
purchased the more than century-old
home six years ago. His father-in-law
recently died, and his mother-in-law
moved in.

“Basically what we want to do is give
her her own little space that if she
wants, she can be with us, or if she
needs that one day on her own, she can
just go and she’s got her own bedroom,
her own living and her own bathroom,”
Mr. Pacella said.

The addition also includes creating
another bedroom so all of his children
can have their own rooms, he added.

Mr. Pacella said if he had to follow
the 25-foot setback for the second floor,
he would lose eight feet of the bedroom
for his mother-in-law and would not be
able to have a separate bedroom for his
son. He said the house also would look
“ridiculous, with a flat roof in the front
and going straight up.”

Mr. Nierstedt told Mr. Maher that the
property could conform to the require-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

New Root Building to Be
Home to Art Gallery

By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Over a year-and-a-
half after being destroyed in a six-
alarm fire, the reconstructed building
on the corner of South Avenue West
and Westfield Avenue is almost com-
plete and will soon be inhabited by a
new tenant.

Westfield resident and long-time
property owner William Root told The
Westfield Leader last week that he has
leased the entire 10,000-square-foot
space to a single tenant, Gallery U
Boutique of Universal Institute, at the
beginning of July for a five-year term.
The newly constructed, two-story build-
ing houses retail space on the lower
level and five apartments upstairs.

“The whole building is rented to the
boutique and art gallery,” Mr. Root
said. “The people in rehab will be work-
ing the store to get back on their feet,
while living in the five apartments up-
stairs.”

Prior to the fire in January 2012, the
then one-story, 60-year old structure
and the neighboring building were
home to several businesses including
Clyne & Murphy caterers, the Sound
Station, Figaro’s Hair Styling, Rocky
the Taylor, Cobblers Bench Shoe Re-
pair and Unmasked.

“I miss the old place – it will differ-
ent, that’s for sure,” Mr. Root said.

According to a press release issued
by Robert Langdon, gallery manager
of Gallery U Boutique, “Gallery U
Boutique is an extension of Universal
Institute, a rehabilitation facility that
services adults with traumatic brain
injuries (TBI). The venue serves as a
vocational training program whose goal
is to introduce people with TBI back
into the workforce and community.
Clients at Universal Institute take part
in all aspects of running Gallery U

Boutique, including promotion of
events, inventory, completing transac-
tions, checking and responding to e-
mails, customer service, social media
and more… Working at Gallery U
Boutique provides an opportunity for
the TBI clients to rejoin the workforce,
engage with the community, learn new
skills and experience the transforma-
tive power of art through exposure to
existing art and creation of their own
artwork.”

Mr. Langdon told The Leader that
the establishment is merging its two
existing locations – currently in
Montclair and Red Bank – at the new
Westfield location.

The boutique and gallery will dis-
play and sell locally created art and
handcrafted merchandise – some cre-
ated by the TBI patients. They also will
hold monthly group art exhibits, as

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader
CELEBRITY BAKER...Buddy Valastro, from the popular reality television show
“Cake Boss,” cuts crumb cake for the crowd at the grand opening of Carlo’s Bakery.

Mountainside Council Set to
Issue Gas Upgrade Permits

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — During its
regular work session Tuesday night,
the Mountainside Borough Council
held a lengthy discussion regarding
permit applications submitted by
Elizabethtown Gas in order to upgrade
its gas line infrastructure in the bor-
ough.

As previously covered in a recent
edition of The Westfield Leader, the
Mountainside Renewal Project entails
replacing existing pipelines in the bor-
ough, either by sealing off sections of
gas lines and building new ones in a
new location or by removing and re-
placing existing gas lines in the same
location.

The plan involves digging up sec-
tions and, in some cases, entire streets,
to accomplish the task.

A committee from the borough, com-
prised of Borough Administrator James
Debbie and council members Deanna
Andre, William Lane and Glenn
Mortimer, has been conducting nego-
tiations with Elizabethtown Gas over
the past several weeks to determine
what percentage of the cost to repave
affected roads will be paid by the bor-
ough and what percentage will be paid
for by Elizabethtown Gas.

The committee also is determining
whether an entire street will require
repaving or just a portion of it, poten-
tially increasing the cost to the bor-
ough.

Assisting the committee is Borough
Engineer Michael Disko, Jr., who pro-
vided a report on the condition of the
affected roads and the progress of the
negotiations thus far. “They

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Westfield BOE Ratifies WEA
Contract; Staff to Get 2 Percent Hike

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The board of educa-
tion, on Tuesday evening, held a spe-
cial meeting to ratify a new one-year
contract with the Westfield Education
Association (WEA) effective retroac-
tive from July 1, 2013 to July 1, 2014.
Under terms of the agreement, the teach-
ers will receive a 2-percent raise.

Board member Ginny Leiz, who was
part of the school board’s negotiating
team, read a prepared statement which
said, “The average settlement rate for
teachers’ contracts in the state this year
is 2.5 percent. Westfield teachers will
be required to contribute to their health
care benefits. They can continue to

waive district coverage if they have
other sources of insurance, according
to Business Administrator Dana
Sullivan. The waiver will yield ap-
proximately $760,000 in savings in the
current year.”

In a prepared statement distributed
at the meeting, WEA President Kim
Schumacher said, “Although negotia-
tions are never easy, the WEA is pleased

to announce that we have reached an
agreement with the board on a succes-
sor contract. We look forward to doing
what we do best...educating the stu-
dents of Westfield.” Calls to her home
by The Westfield Leader were not re-
turned.

The larger contribution to the health
care benefits this year will be 1.5 per-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Cranford Bd. Recommends
‘Complete Streets’ Program

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The Cranford Town-
ship Planning Board passed a resolu-
tion on August 21 to recommend the
Complete Streets program be consid-
ered by the township committee. The
recommendation followed a presenta-
tion by Rebecca Hoeffer of Cranford
and Ranjit Walsia, a planner from Clark,
who said the program would make
Cranford more convenient for motor-
ists, pedestrians, bicyclists and public-
transportation riders.

According to Mr. Walsia, the pro-
gram is part of a nationwide movement
to make getting around towns safer and
easier. Ms. Hoeffer, who is a third-
generation resident, said she became
interested in the program after having a
very hard time trying to cross Centen-
nial Avenue with two small children in
tow. She has gotten 101 people to sign
a petition in favor of the program and
has written out a policy for making
streets easier to negotiate for children,
cyclists and the elderly.

The program suggests bike lockers
be put at the Cranford Train Station and
changes be made in the downtown park-
ing program. Mr. Walsia said he has
been advising Ms. Hoeffer on a pro
bono basis. He also said new policies, if
adopted, may not be one-size-fits all,
saying certain policies may be specific
to addressing the needs of young pe-
destrians, senior citizens or the dis-
abled. He suggested making changes
where appropriate.

Board member Rita LaBrutta com-
mented, “When I walk around town,
there are places that I avoid.”

Everyone agreed that the intersec-
tion of North and Centennial Avenues
is dangerous. Also in recent months a
pedestrian was struck by a car while
crossing the street near the train sta-
tion. Parts of the program, if adopted
by the township committee after rec-
ommendation of the planning board,
might include new signage, countdown
lights to help persons wanting to cross
the street, new paving, curb cuts, and
an educational program fostered
through the school district and the town-

ship TV channel.
Mr. Walsia said the township must

prioritize what it wants to do first, per-
haps by working with the Cranford
Police Department.

“You have to figure out what would
be appropriate and feasible,” he said.
He also suggested that grant money
might be available from the state for
some projects.

Mayor Thomas Hannen, Jr. said, “We
may be eligible for some funding
through NJ Transit.”

Board member Peter Taylor ques-
tioned the need for the program. The
rest of the board agreed that there were
problem spots in town for cyclists as
well as pedestrians and motorists.

The district’s new staff training insti-
tute was held last week. “Our new
teachers will be learning about our
mission statement and the expectations
of both the district and the commu-
nity,” the superintendent said. Among
other things, they will learn about school
emergency plans.

The new school resource officer at
WHS, Westfield Police Officer Jeff
Johnson, a 1999 WHS graduate, will
be introduced to students and staff. He
has already met with Ms. Dolan and
WHS Principal Peter Renwick and was
introduced to school administrators.

“We are really very pleased to wel-
come him back, but in a role as school
resource officer,” Ms. Dolan said. “It is
so great to have that position reinstated;
it truly is.”

On the security issue, she said the
district is working with a security firm
that has provided training for adminis-
trators and office staff regarding secu-
rity of buildings and admitting visitors
to school buildings. All district schools
are locked from the outside and visitors
must buzz the intercoms at the main
entrances to the school, where security
cameras also are located.

“The majority of our parents really
do respect the fact there should not be
unannounced visits at the school(s)
and they understand the need for the
security,” Ms. Dolan said.

In discussing curriculum changes
for the new school year, she said 35
curricula have been revised and up-
dated. Two new science classes, Foren-
sics Science and Sports And Science,
have been added at the high school,
both of which have been filled. The
district’s Mandarin Chinese I class,
started last year with one section, has
been extended to a second section along
with one section of Madarin Chinese
II.

This past summer the district held a
STEM Camp (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics) for stu-
dents in grades 3 to 8. Initially the camp
was to be for a one week session, but
was expanded to a second one-week

session, “because the interest was so
high,” Ms. Dolan said. Both sessions
were filled.

“The students who attended were
studying rocketry, they were building
and programming robots, they were
learning about computer-assisted de-
sign, and LEGO engineering and ani-
mation,” she said. “It truly was a great
success and we are looking forward to
planning STEM Camp 2014.”

Community Relations Director Lorre
Korecky, who sat in on the interview,
noted that the district is working on
upgrading its website to be launched in
early 2014. Ms. Dolan said the new
website will integrate social media.

“It will allow more interactions be-
tween the students and the teachers and
the parents and the information on the
website as well,” the superintendent
said. The new website will be hosted
off-site so it can be accessed even dur-
ing storms like Superstorm Sandy
through wireless technology.

The district also has a Twitter feed
which parents are encouraged to sign
up for so they can access “messages of
interest about the district” as well as
emergency messages.

Ms. Dolan also noted that the district
installed a fiber optic network over the
summer connecting all schools and the
administrative offices, which she said
would result in a “cost savings to the
district.” The district installed WiFi in
all schools last year for wireless and
Internet access.

The district has purchased 350 com-
puters this year for student use. All are
laptops, notebooks or tablets. Each has
instruction specific software installed
for the course and grade level of the
student.

The district has two master technol-
ogy teachers who provide training and
support for staff for utilizing technol-
ogy in the classroom.

“The whole focus is you don’t just
teach technology. You focus on your
goals of what the students are learning
and than how can technology enhance
that,” Ms. Dolan said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Superintendent’s Report

BON JOUR.....Mark Martini, candidate for Union County Freeholder and
resident of Westfield, takes a break from the campaign trail to enjoy The Westfield
Leader while traveling in Cannes on a recent trip to the South of France.

well as musical performances and po-
etry readings – all of which will be free
events open to the public. The space
will be available to be rented for private
functions as well.

“Gallery U Boutique had positioned
itself as a valuable arts resource in the
community during our time in Red
Bank and Montclair through the coor-
dination of seasonal town-wide Art
Walks, by providing a venue for local
artists and students to exhibit their art-
work, and by aligning ourselves with
community and non-profit organiza-
tions to raise funds and promote their
mission,” Mr. Langdon said. “We look
forward to providing the same resource
to Westfield and the surrounding com-
munities.”

The grand opening is scheduled for
Thursday, September 26, from 6 to 9
p.m., and will feature artwork by mem-
bers of Women Painting Women NJ.

“We’re excited to move to Westfield
– everyone has been so gracious,” Mr.
Langdon said. “It’s a beautiful facility
and we are expanding our business, so
it’s win-win!”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Root Update

Photo courtesy of Nancy Barnes
FUN TIMES...Ryan Bluntschly reads The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times while
his cousin, Nancy Barnes, holds on for dear life while riding  Expedition Everest
in Animal Kingdom at Walt Disney World recently.

From Westfield Public Schools

Westfield Teachers Contract Ratified
On September 3, 2013, the Westfield

Board of Education ratified a one-year con-
tract with the Westfield Education Asso-
ciation (WEA), which is effective July 1,
2013 through June 30, 2014. Under the
new contract, teachers will receive a 2
percent increase in salary. The average
settlement rate for teacher contracts in the
state this year is 2.5 percent. This school
year, Westfield teachers will be required to
contribute more to their health insurance.
They can continue to waive Westfield dis-
trict insurance coverage if they have addi-
tional sources of health insurance. Accord-
ing to Business Administrator Dana
Sullivan, this waiver will yield approxi-
mately $760,000 in savings during the 2013-
14 school year.

“With this contract in place, our 2013-14
school year can begin with emphasis where
it belongs – on our students and their learn-
ing,” noted Board of Education Negotia-
tions Chairperson, Ginny Leiz.

WEA President Kim Schumacher stated,
“Although negotiations are never easy, the
Westfield Education Association is pleased

to announce that we have reached an agree-
ment with the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion on a successor contract. We look for-
ward to doing what we do best...educating
the students of Westfield.”

In addition to Ginny Leiz, Westfield
negotiating team members included Board
members Ann Cary, Gretchan Ohlig, and
Mitchell Slater, as well as administrative
liaisons Barbara Ball – Human Resources
Specialist, and Dana Sullivan – Business
Administrator.

The WEA negotiating team members
included Mrs. Schumacher and WEA Chief
Negotiator Michael Seiler, Lillian Alston,
Dominick Ceccio, Scott Rutherford, Mary
Wickens, and Debbie Ann Vezos.

The WEA represents more than 500
teachers, nurses, librarians, guidance coun-
selors, social workers and school psycholo-
gists.

Lorre Korecky
School/Community Relations

Westfield Public Schools

Courtesy of Mary Elizabeth Caramagno
ALL ABOARD...The Caramagno family of Westfield  — Dan, Mary Elizabeth,
Alex, 10, and Joshua, 7, vacationed in New Mexico and Colorado in late August.
Dan, Alex and Joshua share The Westfield Leader with an engineer on the Narrow
Gauge Railroad in Silverton, Colo.,  before a scenic ride to Durango, Colo.  Alex
and Joshua are students at Tamaques School.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield BOE
cent. The contributions are a four-tiered
progression of increasing contributions
mandated by chapter 78, which was
instituted by Governor Chris Christie
and approved by the state Legislature
two-and-a-half years ago.

WEA chief negotiator, Michael
Seiler, said, “By tier four, the contribu-
tion will be 35 percent of the health care
premium, or 1.5 percent of your salary,
whichever is greater. It’s a sliding scale
affecting each teacher differently. It’s
not even in negotiation any longer.”

The WEA represents 500 teachers,
nurses, librarians, guidance counse-
lors, social workers and school psy-
chologists. No salary guide was avail-
able for the new contract, but the previ-
ous contract stated that a step one teacher

with a bachelor’s degree would make
$57,862, those with a master’s degree
would make $60,660, a teacher with 30
plus credits above a master’s degree
would make $63,239, and a step one
teacher with a doctorate degree would
make $66,175. The new contract will
increase those rates by 2 percent. De-
tails as to longevity increases in the
new contract were not available.

In other business, Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Dolan said Jonathan
Blitt, who was a candidate for the board
in November, has withdrawn his candi-
dacy.

The next meeting of the board will
be a workshop meeting on Tuesday,
September 10, at 7:30 p.m. at the ad-
ministration building at 302 Elm Street.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mountainside Council
(Elizabethtown Gas) basically agreed
that anything we had paved since 2001,
they would reestablish full curb-to-
curb,” he stated.

Affected streets in this category in-
clude Sunny Slope Drive from
Ledgewood Road to Belair Court,
Ledgewood Road from Sunny Slope
Drive to Chimney Ridge Drive, Charles
Street from Summit Road to Darby
Lane, Turnabout Circle, several inter-
sections on Central Avenue and a sec-
tion of Knollcrest Road.

Mr. Disko continued, “They also
then offered that what they typically do
in this situation is to mill from the curb
to the furthest disturbance limit, typi-
cally seven to 12 feet…essentially one-
third. Most of their mains, they’re try-
ing to hug the curb line for the most
part.”

Depending on the age and the condi-
tion of these roads, the borough has the
option to put out to bid the paving of the
other two-thirds of the roads in this
grouping so the entire road would be
repaved.

Affected streets in this category in-
clude Belair Court, Ledgewood Road
from Chimney Ridge Drive to Rolling
Rock Road, Elston Drive from Roll-
ing Rock Road to Old Grove Road,
Elston Drive from Old Grove Road to
Sunny Slope Drive, the cul-de-sac on
Belair Court, the remainder of
Knollcrest Road, Old Farm Road and
Holly Hill.

The estimated cost to the borough
for these roads would be approximately

$212,000. The borough also has the
option not to repave the two-thirds of
the road that it would be financially
responsible for if resources cannot be
allocated.

A third category for potential road
improvements includes portions of
roads not affected by the infrastructure
upgrades by Elizabethtown Gas but
which require repaving due to general
wear and tear. These roads are Charles
Street, Rolling Rock Road and Sunny
Slope Drive. According to Mr. Disko,
these roads may be eligible for future
New Jersey Department of Transporta-
tion (NJDOT) grants. A “significant
portion” of the costs of repaving these
roads would be covered by the NJDOT
if eligible.

The council resolved to approve the
construction permits for Elizabethtown
Gas and will determine how much or
how little the borough will upgrade
roads at a later date.

In other news, Mayor Paul Mirabelli
announced that the borough was rated
as one of the “best places to live” in
New Jersey by NJ Monthly Magazine.
“For anyone who hasn’t seen or heard,
we were ranked number 44 in the state,”
he said.

Mountainside was the top-ranked
town in Union County, stated Mr.
Mirabelli, surpassing such towns as
Berkeley Heights and New Providence.

The next borough council meeting
open to the public is scheduled for
Tuesday, September 17, at 8 p.m. at the
Mountainside Borough Hall.

ments and still have a pitched roof. He
pressed Mr. Maher to show how grant-
ing the variance would be beneficial to
the public as opposed to only his client.

“There’s really no detriment,” Mr.
Maher said in response. “The house
already is in that space. Certainly it
would be a detriment if the applicant
had to follow the existing setback and
build kind of a setback second floor,
which I suppose he could do within the
zoning, but it would look hideous.”

Architect Arthur Henn testified that
the house would be no closer to the
street than the houses on either side. He
said he considered pushing the second
floor addition back, but it would have
changed the air flow.

“Basically, we would have had to
increase the amount of circulation
space,” Mr. Henn said. “We have a
small little hallway now, thus mak-
ing the proposed addition a bigger
volume than we really need. Keep-
ing it forward would basically com-
pact the second floor and give us the
space that we need.”

He added that pushing the second
floor back could potentially cast shad-
ows on neighboring properties. “Keep-
ing it forward, it falls on the house, and
it allows the people on the left some

light, especially that morning light, the
morning sun,” he said.

Mr. Nierstedt also expressed con-
cern about the two-car driveway that is
in front of a one-car garage, and that
while Mr. Pacella is not planning to
turn his home into a two-family, the
prospect would be tempting for future
buyers. It was the impetus for requiring
the deed restriction, reconfiguring the
driveway to a one-car space and pro-
hibiting any further encroachment to-
ward the street.

In other meeting news, Mr. Nierstedt
chastised Mr. Maher for submitting a
30-year-old survey for an application
for a parking variance on Center Street.
Erminia Savino Livieri is building four
apartments above existing retail shops.
The survey showed a vacant lot.

“Couldn’t you at least have gotten an
updated survey?” Mr. Nierstedt asked,
adding that he is in support of the
project. “Should we even move on
this? As far as I’m concerned, the prop-
erty is vacant.”

Mr. Maher apologized. After a 15-
minute recess, he asked the matter be
postponed to the Wednesday, Septem-
ber 25 meeting. “We feel it is prudent to
accept Mr. Nierstedt’s very reasonable
and probably wise suggestion,” he said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Cassandra Segulin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GOODBYE SUMMER...Summer comes to a close as carnival rides and the ferris wheel light the sky at the annual St.
Bartholomew/UNICO Italian Festival held Labor Day weekend in Scotch Plains.

Christie Storms for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CAKE BOSS...Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky and celebrity baker, Buddy
Valastro, from the popular reality television show “Cake Boss” gather with Mr.
Valastro’s family and curious on-lookers at the grand opening of Carlo’s Bakery
on East Broad Street. See story page 18 and www.goleader.com/photos.

Cassandra Segulin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HEALTHY EATING...Shoppers choose mixed squash and vegetables from
Jersey Fresh at the Scotch Plains Farmers' Market held Saturdays through
October at the municipal building parking lot.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
I HAVE A DREAM…Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, Pastor Wendell Lancaster of St.
Luke’s AME Church and members of the Martin Luther King, Jr. (MLK) event
committee gather at the “I Have a Dream” speech event at the Martin Luther
King Memorial in Westfield on August 28. See www.goleader.com/photos.

Parents Object to SP-F BOE’s
Cutting of School Bus Routes

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – For two hours
members of the Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Board of Education heard com-
plaints at last Thursday night’s board
meeting from many parents on cut bus
routes within the district.

According to Business Administra-
tor Deborah Saridaki, there have been
many residents who been receiving bus
services for their children who do not
meet the state requirement of living
more than two miles for a grammar or
middle school or living over 2.5 miles
for a high school.

Late last spring it was announced at
a board meeting that the bussing of
students who did not meet the state

requirement, used by most of the 21
Union County municipalities, would
not continue within the 2013-2014
school year. Parents also were notified
by letter at this time. Mrs. Saridaki had
stated in late spring and also on Thurs-
day evening that she did not know how
the bus routes came to be for students
not meeting the district requirements,
but in fairness to all within the district,
those bus routes would have to stop and
those receiving bussing who do not
meet the requirements would now not
receive such services.

Residents spoke out against taking
bussing away, noting many safety con-
cerns for their children.

Resident Tom Donatelli spoke out
saying that there were no sidewalks on

many portions of streets near Jerusa-
lem Road, making it dangerous for
children to walk to school.

Resident John Lama of Rolling
Knolls Way stated that he had started a
petition against the new bus cutting and
that it currently contained 110 signa-
tures. He also asked why now, all of a
sudden, so many routes were cut.

Mrs. Saridaki said in the beginning
of last year she received many phone
calls from parents asking why they did
not receive bussing when their neigh-
bors did. She stated that when looking
into these requests it was found that
there were many residents receiving
bussing who simply “did not qualify.”

She also stated that, “to be fair to
everyone across the board, all those
who did not qualify for the bussing
were not scheduled for a bus route for
the next school year.” She noted that the
district let the bus routes continue for
last year as to not disrupt people during
the school year. Ms. Saridaki noted that
letters were sent out in late spring to
parents notifying them of the bus cuts
so that they would have all summer to
find alternative plans.

Many parents asked if board of edu-
cation members or those working in
the administration office had thought
to then add crossing guards to many
“troubled areas” within the district.
Parents noted that there were concerns
over heavy traffic areas and areas that
cars travel at much higher speeds.

Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Hayes addressed parents’ concerns by
noting that the district no longer em-
ployed crossing guards, but that they
would address the parents’ concerns
with the local police departments. She
also re-stated that the cut bus routes
were done to “keep equity” among all
residents within the district.

Some parents said they were right on
the border of meeting the requirements.
Ms. Hayes then stated to those parents
that they should call her office as soon
as possible to discuss the specifics of
each case. She also stated that in the
district’s research of people receiving
bussing, there were “many residents
that had been receiving bussing that did
not make the requirements or were
even close to the requirements.”

The superintendent stated who she
had no idea why there had been so
many residents receiving bussing that
did not qualify, but that it was the
district’s responsibility to follow the
bussing mandate.

Many parents wondered about low-
ering the mile stipulation, to which Ms.
Hayes noted, “We thought of that, but

SPMC to Buy Holiday
Decorations, Trash Cans

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Eight
months into the year — during
which it spent a mere $48 to rent a
post office box — the Scotch Plains
Management Corp. (SPMC) last
week agreed to spend several thou-
sand dollars for new holiday deco-
rations and new trash cans and also
discussed the idea of having all
property owners, businesses and
residents contribute, via a property
tax levy, to revitalizing the business
district.

At its meeting on August 28, the
SPMC board of directors agreed to
purchase 12 new trash cans to be
placed in the downtown area; the
township government will fund the
purchase with $11,500 in Clean Com-
munities grant money received from
the state. And — with board Chair-
man Dominick Verdic warning that
“time is running out for ordering new

holiday decorations for the down-
town” — the board agreed to pur-
chase several dozen large decora-
tions that will be affixed to utility
poles for the November-December
holiday season as well as banners to
be hung across Park Avenue and East
Second Street welcoming holiday
visitors to Scotch Plains.

“We need to get the downtown
looking sharper this year,” Mr. Verdic
said, in order to entice more shoppers
into the commercial district.

The board approved spending
$20,000 for the holiday decorations,
with a significant portion of the money
coming from the funds it had set
aside to buy trash cans, the purchase
of which is now being funded by the
municipal government.

Mr. Verdic expressed frustration
that, with August drawing to a close,
the SPMC had “done nothing for
eight months” except approve a $48

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Assisted Living Proposed for
Half of Parker Gardens

By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS
 After hearing an informal presen-

tation back in May from a develop-
ment company seeking to build an
assisted living facility on a portion of
the Parker Gardens property, the
Scotch Plains Township Council will
discuss the next steps during its up-
coming meeting.

According to David Holland of the
Shelter Group, the development com-
pany currently is under contract with
Parker Gardens, which operates a
garden center and greenhouse facil-
ity on the Terrill Road property, to
purchase half of the 14-acre property
with the intention to build approxi-
mately 170 apartments for a pro-
posed senior living community.

The facility would include assisted
living and congregate care. The con-
tract is contingent on the Shelter
Group being awarded a use variance
by the Township of Scotch Plains,
allowing the proposed community.

The property, which currently is
owned and operated by Parker Gar-
dens, is primarily zoned for single-
family residential use. Representa-
tives from the establishment did not

respond to requests by The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times for comment.

Mr. Holland told The Times that he
made the preliminary presentation to
the council to gauge members’ re-
ceptivity to the zone change.

“We have been in talks with Parkers
for a few years (about) how we can be
complementary to their continued use
of a portion of the property,” Mr.
Holland said.

The Shelter Group identifies po-
tential new development sites by look-
ing in communities where the com-
pany sees a demand for its services.

“We determined (the) need in Scotch
Plains and the surrounding communi-
ties ... and Parker’s property is one of
the larger tracts of land in the area that

Township to Hold 9/11
Memorial Service

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Town-
ship of Scotch Plains will be holding
a memorial service on Wednesday,
September 11, at 7 p.m. at the Alan
M. Augustine Village Green, Park
Avenue, at the Scotch Plains 9/11
Memorial Monument. All are wel-
come to attend.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Consultant Tells SP Council Sewer
Utility Should Remain Separate

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A consultant
told the township council this week
that the local sewer utility should re-
main a separate entity rather than rein-
corporating its costs into the general
municipal budget.

David Kaplan, a certified public ac-
countant who specializes in audits of
government entities including sewer
utilities, told the council at its confer-
ence meeting on Tuesday that putting
the utility back into the municipal bud-
get would resurrect the problem with
exceeding the expenditure cap and lead
to an increase in municipal property
taxes or cuts in expenditures elsewhere
in the budget.

The sewer utility was created in 2009
as a way for the township to avoid
exceeding the state-mandated expen-
diture cap, and bills residents and com-
mercial businesses for their water us-
age using a two-tier system based on
gallons consumed.

Mayor Kevin Glover, during the
mayoral campaign last year and since
taking office, has promised to look into
putting all or part of the utility back into
the general budget so that residents do
not have a separate sewer bill to pay
each year. He cited “equity and fair-

ness” at the meeting, noting that there
are cases where a family of two pays
the same rate as a family of five. The
separate sewer bill also has meant that
those fees are not tax-deductible as
they had been when part of the overall
township budget, which is financed by
property taxes.

After Mr. Kaplan’s presentation of
his recommendations on Tuesday, the
mayor asked if it was possible that the
residential portion of the utility could
be put back into the budget. Mr. Kaplan
said he had looked at the option of a
“piecemeal approach,” but recom-
mended that if the utility were to be

reabsorbed into the budget it be “all or
none.” He also told Councilman Louis
Beckerman — who said that “most
people are not happy” about the sepa-
rate sewer fees — that the utility itself
appeared to be operating efficiently
and that a significant change could
place a strain on the municipal govern-
ment staff. “If it’s not broke, don’t fix
it,” he said.

Deputy Mayor Colleen Gialanella
was critical of the breadth of the report,
saying she had expected Mr. Kaplan to
present the council with a variety of
options regarding the utility. “I ex-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Fanwood Council Talks
Roads, Dispatch, Parking
By CATHERINE WATSON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Coun-
cil discussed several public works ini-
tiatives at its agenda meeting Tuesday
night. The council also resolved to
extend Fanwood’s agreement with
Union County to outsource its police
dispatching, and discussed changes to
rates for permitted municipal parking
at the train station.

Council members passed a resolu-
tion to award a contract for the second
phase of roadwork on Hunter Avenue.
Roadwork on Farley Avenue began on

Tuesday and is slated for completion in
November.

Parents and teachers at nearby School
One and Scotch Plains Academy have
been notified of the roadwork. Bor-
ough Engineer Dominic Carrino said
that clear signage will be in place to
help direct parents and busses during
school pickup and drop-off hours. He
indicated that police officers will be
stationed on patrol between Hunter
and Farley to enhance student safety
while the roadwork takes place.

Mr. Carrino then reported on the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Courtesy of  Sherman Feller
DRAINAGE PROJECT...The Glenwood Road area drainage improvement
project in Fanwood has started and is on schedule. Construction was underway
on Tillotson Road and will continue on Waldon Road, Birchwood Terrace and
Glenwood Road.

BONJOUR.....Mark Martini, candidate for Union County Freeholder and a
resident of Westfield, takes a break from the campaign trail to enjoy The Westfield
Leader while traveling in Cannes on a recent trip to the South of France.

Photo courtesy of Nancy Barnes
FUN TIMES...Ryan Bluntschly reads The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times while
cousin, Nancy Barnes, holds on for dear life while recently riding  Expedition
Everest in Animal Kingdom at Walt Disney World.

Courtesy of Mary Elizabeth Caramagno
ALL ABOARD...The Caramagno family of Westfield  — Dan, Mary Elizabeth,
Alex, 10, and Joshua, 7, — vacationed in New Mexico and Colorado in late
August. Dan, Alex and Joshua share The Westfield Leader with an engineer on the
Narrow Gauge Railroad in Silverton, Colo.,  before a scenic ride to Durango,
Colo.  Alex and Joshua are students at Tamaques School.

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
EARLY MORNING BLAZE...Shortly before 6 a.m. on September 1, a fire
occured at a residence on Madison Avenue in Fanwood.

if we lowered it to 1.2 miles to accom-
modate all that lost bussing and be fair
to others within that mile mark, we
would have to provide bussing for an
additional 2,000 students.” She then
noted that there were approximately
1,000 students currently slated to ride
the bus this school year.

In other business, board member
David Gorbunoff announced that he
was involved in the negotiations be-
tween the board and Teamsters Local
102, which represent school custodi-
ans, and stated that it was a “fair agree-
ment.” He said the agreement gave the
workers an updated health plan and a 2-
percent increase in pay. It was also
noted that the agreement gave the work-
ers two extra calendar days to pick their
vacation days from and gave them an
increase in uniforms. Mr. Gorbunoff
stated “the process was very profes-
sional.” It was noted that the new con-
tract will be in effect until 2016 and was
unanimously approved by board mem-
bers. Board of Education member Amy
Winkler was not present at the meeting.

The next board meeting will be held
on Thursday, September 12, at 7:30
p.m. in the administration building on
Evergreen Avenue and Cedar Street in
Scotch Plains.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP-F BOE

expenditure earlier in the year to rent
its Post Office box. The SPMC is
operating this year on a $58,714 bud-
get made up of unspent monies from
last year. The SPMC board of direc-
tors early this year decided to sus-
pend the annual $400 assessment on
commercial property owners this
year, meaning that no new income
will be realized for the rest of this
year and into 2014.

Efforts are being made to secure
a grant writer to assist the group in
finding new sources of funding, and
there was some discussion last week
of asking the township council to
approve an assessment — be it five,
10 or 20 dollars per household — to
adequately fund the SPMC’s ac-
tivities.

“Everyone should share in it,” Mr.
Verdic said, pointing out that some
other towns fund their business dis-
trict improvement efforts that way.

 A $10 assessment on each of the
8,500 or so households would yield
$85,000, nearly 50 percent more than
the current SPMC budget, without
factoring in any assessment paid by
commercial property owners.

Deputy Mayor Colleen Gialanella
attended last week’s meeting and
urged the board to develop “a cohe-
sive plan” detailing its goals for the
coming several years before discuss-
ing a new assessment with the coun-
cil.

The board also discussed issues
related to illegal parking in munici-
pal lots in the downtown area. Board
member Thomas Russo said com-
muters are often parking their cars
— for free — in township lots and
then walking to catch a bus or train

into New York or elsewhere. The
lots, he said, “seem to be full all day,
but no one seems to be in the stores.”
He said those wanting to shop in the
downtown have difficulty finding
parking.

Mayor Kevin Glover, who also
serves on the SPMC board, said new
Township Manager Jerry Giamis
“will give it proper attention,” add-
ing that the solution to the problem
is having the police department en-
force ordinances and restrictions that
are already in effect.

Board member Lisa Mohn said
she had met recently with Mr.
Giamis, who began his tenure in
July, and “that was the main issue
discussed.”

The SPMC’s board will hold its
next meeting on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 18.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SPMC

could accommodate our program,” Mr.
Holland said. “We’re hopeful (the
council) deems this beneficial to the
town in general.”

Scotch Plains Mayor Kevin Glover
told The Times that the first presenta-
tion given to the council was a broad
outline of what (the Shelter Group) is
looking to do.

“We are waiting for the formal
presentation to the council – we ex-
pect to see something soon,” Mayor
Glover said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Assisted
Living

Caboose Project, which seeks to re-
store an historic 1940’s train ca-
boose that Fanwood acquired in
2007. Mr. Carrino recently was in-
structed that in order to get neces-
sary additional funding from the
Department of Transportation, the
borough must submit a Federal Aid
Highway Program Questionnaire.

“I can’t explain why it took this
long to tell us [that this needed to be
done],” Mr. Carrino said. “Maybe
it’s a positive sign that they are, in
fact, considering funding this.”

With regard to parking at the cur-
rent Fanwood train station, Borough
Administrator Eleanor McGovern
explained that parking permit rates
will need to be reassessed before
they expire at the end of this year.
The council will compare its rates
with those of neighboring train sta-
tions before deciding what to charge
next year.

Mayor Colleen Mahr called atten-
tion to another parking lot, the new
municipal parking lot at Fanwood
Crossing II and III. Mayor Mahr

observed that environmental
cleanup, required prior to construc-
tion, will utilize an innovative tech-
nological process called in-situ
geochemical stabilization (ISGS™)
that “takes [contamination in the
water] and turns it into brick” so that
it cannot spread.

She said that the New Jersey De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion has encouraged Fanwood to ap-
ply for the Governor’s Environmen-
tal Excellence Award to recognize
its forward-thinking use of the
ISGS™ process.

The council resolved to tempo-
rarily extend Fanwood’s dispatch-
ing agreement with Union County.
The agreement expires on Sunday,
September 15, 2013. The council
intends to extend the agreement only
through to the end of 2013. Because
of a potential merger of Fanwood’s
police department with Scotch
Plains’, the borough has not yet de-
cided whether it will outsource dis-
patching to the county in 2014.

In other news, Mrs. McGovern
announced the borough’s participa-
tion in the Walk-to-Win program,
which supplies participants with pe-
dometers and asks them to record
their daily step counts to promote
physical fitness. The council also
noted the upcoming Union County
Columbus Day Parade, scheduled
for Sunday, October 13. It will mark
the 25th, or Silver Anniversary, of
the parade.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Council

pected a little more depth,” she said.
Mr. Kaplan said he had supplied the

council with what it had asked in its
contractual agreement with him earlier
this year. He did, however, agree to
supply the council with costs estimates
of moving the residential portion of the
utility back into the municipal budget.

In other business, the council intro-
duced a $138,163 bond ordinance that
will fund the work of a historical pres-
ervation consultant to determine the
condition of the clubhouse at the Scotch
Hills Country Club and also to make
repairs to the building’s deteriorating
roof. The bond ordinance, which will
be voted on at the council’s Tuesday,
September 17 meeting, will be par-
tially offset by hoped-for grants from
Union County totaling $75,000. The
200-year-old building was originally
known as the Shady Rest Golf and
Country Club and was the country’s
first African-American owned and op-
erated country club.

Late in the meeting, Councilman
William Vastine took note of a new
entity called the historic documenta-
tion committee and asked for docu-
mentation related to its creation be-
cause he had never heard of it. Mr.
Vastine also wondered why the mayor
had appointed him to act as council
liaison to the township historical com-
mission, which has been defunct for
nearly two years, according to Mr.
Vastine.

Township Manager Jerry Giamis said
the township will hold a ceremony
commemorating the 12th anniversary
of the terrorist attacks on Wednesday,
September 11, at 7 p.m. at the memo-
rial in Alan Augustine Park.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Westfield BOE Ratifies
One-Year WEA Contract

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The board of educa-
tion, on Tuesday evening, held a spe-
cial meeting to ratify a new one-year
contract with the Westfield Education
Association (WEA) effective retroac-
tive from July 1, 2013 to July 1, 2014.
Under terms of the agreement, the teach-
ers will receive a 2 percent raise.

Board member Ginny Leiz, who was
part of the school board’s negotiating
team, read a prepared statement which
said, “The average settlement rate for
teachers’ contracts in the state this year
is 2.5 percent. Westfield teachers will
be required to contribute to their health
care benefits. They can continue to
waive district coverage if they have
other sources of insurance, according
to Business Administrator Dana
Sullivan, The waiver will yield ap-
proximately $750,000 in savings in the
current year.”

In a prepared statement distributed
at the meeting, WEA President Kim
Schumacher, said, “Although negotia-
tions are never easy, the WEA is pleased
to announce that we have reached an
agreement with the board on a succes-
sor contract. We look forward to doing
what we do best...educating the stu-
dents of Westfield.” Calls to her home
by The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
were not returned.

The larger contribution to the health
care benefits this year will be 1.5 per-
cent. The contributions are a four-tiered

progression of increasing contributions
mandated by chapter 78, which was
instituted by Governor Chris Christie
and approved by the state Legislature
two and a half years ago.

WEA chief negotiator, Michael
Seiler, said, “By tier four, the contribu-
tion will be 35 percent of the health care
premium, or 1.5 percent of your salary,
which ever is greater. It’s a sliding scale
affecting each teacher differently. It’s
not even in negotiation any longer.”

The WEA represents 500 teachers,
nurses, librarians guidance counse-
lors, social workers, school psycholo-
gists. No salary guide was available
for the new contract, but the previous
contract stated that a step one teacher
with a bachelor degree would make
$57,862, those with a master’s de-
gree would make $60,660, a teacher
with 30 plus credits above a master’s
degree would make $63,239, and a
step one teacher with a doctorate
degree would make $66,175. The
new contract will increase those rates
by 2 percent. Details as to longevity
increases in the new contract were not
available.

In other business, Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Dolan said Jonathan
Blitt, who was a candidate for the board
in November, has withdrawn his candi-
dacy.

The next meeting of the board will
be a workshop meeting on Tuesday,
September 10, at 7:30 p.m. at the ad-
ministration building at 302 Elm Street.

St. Bartholomew/UNICO Italian Festival by Cassandra Segulin
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Rahway River Watershed
Marks Two Years Since Irene
REGION — Last week marked the

two-year anniversary Hurricane Irene
hit the Rahway River Watershed re-
gion with fury and caused over $100
million of damages to homes, mu-
nicipal facilities and businesses.

The Mayors Council Rahway River
Watershed Flood Control was formed
and in 2012 began an effort working
with the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers and New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection (NJDEP)
to find solutions to the flooding is-
sues in the watershed. A federal study
that had languished for close to a
decade was restarted and promising
projects have now been reviewed.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
will complete the next stage of the
evaluation by this September when
they are tentatively to select the alter-
native for flood mitigation on the
Rahway River. The mayors may also
put forward their own proposal for
federal funding.

The U.S. Army Corps evaluated
the hydrological benefits of the
seven alternatives and now are in
the process of completing the cost
benefit assessment on each. Fed-
eral law requires review of alterna-
tives and the project with the stron-
gest cost-benefits ratio (benefits
have to outweigh costs) is the
project selected.

The alternatives include: raising
the Lenape Park dam and levees with
channelization; raising the Lenape
Park dam and levees and less
channelization; excavation of the
Orange reservoir and gate opening
(already rejected); minor modifica-
tion of the Orange reservoir and
channelization; South Mountain re-
gional dry detention basin and
channelization; South Mountain re-
gional dry detention basin without
channelization; non-structural alter-
natives, and storage solutions for the
Robinson’s Branch of the Rahway
River.

Dan Aschenbach, former Cranford
Mayor who is coordinating the May-

ors Council, said, “In the face of the
destruction down the shore and the
urgency of the U.S. Army Corps turn-
ing its attention there, the movement
now on the Rahway River flooding
mitigation evaluation to this point is
positive and reflects well on the U.S.
Army Corps efforts here. The Corps
professionalism has been critical. But
it still has to be stated flood mitiga-
tion is not in place, which many resi-
dents worry about.”

A new effort by the Mayors Coun-
cil to urge federal representatives to
ensure that the Rahway River mitiga-
tion work be given the U.S. Army
Corps highest priority has begun with
expected congressional visits by May-
ors Council representatives.

The Mayors Council includes:
Millburn Mayor Sandra Haimoff,
Cranford Mayor Tom Hannen,
Maplewood Mayor Victor DeLuca,
Orange Mayor Dwayne Warren,
Springfield Mayor David Amblen,
Rahway Mayor Rick Proctor, Union
Mayor Clifton People, Winfield
Mayor Margaret McManus,
Kenilworth Mayor Kathi Fiamingo,
and Garwood Mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi.

The Mayors Council was success-
ful at advocating to the State of New
Jersey that it fund the environmental
evaluation so that the selected alter-
native would be based on the best
information available including
evaluation of the water wells owned
by the City of Orange, the impact of
the South Mountain regional deten-
tion basin on Essex County facilities,
and any impacts to Union County on
Lenape Park.

“We have pointed out that the South
Mountain Regional Detention Basin
has significant hydrology benefits
lowering river water elevations dur-
ing peak storms significantly and the
state and federal governments should
support our efforts to accelerate the
project. We remain concerned about
the next major storm,” Mayor
Haimoff said.

FOR OUR VETERANS...Scotch Plains Councilman Lou Beckerman meets with
Vincent Losavio of John's Meat Market, sponsor of the August 22 doo wop
concert to benefit the township’s Vietnam Veterans Memorial.
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Holt Urges President
To Convene Congress on Syria
With the United States considering

military action against Syria over al-
legations the country’s government
used chemical weapons on its own
people, Rep. Rush Holt (D-12th, West
Windsor) has joined a bipartisan let-
ter signed by 116 members of Con-
gress – including 98 Republicans and
18 Democrats – urging President
Barack Obama to convene Congress
and receive Congressional authori-
zation prior to using military force in
Syria. He said doing otherwise would
be unconstitutional. (See letter on
page 4.)

“We must respond to these atroci-
ties in Syria with a full understand-
ing of the facts and with the full
involvement of the international
community and the United States
Congress,” said Mr. Holt, who was
an arms control expert at the state
department before he was elected to
Congress in the mid-1990s. “The
idea of taking intrusive military ac-
tion before there is good interna-
tional understanding of the facts is
foolish – especially at a time when
the experience of Iraq remains so
fresh in our minds.”

A United Nations chemical weap-
ons team currently is visiting sites in
Syria to investigate the alleged use of
chemical weapons.

Menendez: Decisive Action
Is Required In Syria

U.S. Senator Robert Menendez (D-
N.J.), chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee, released the
following statement on Syria:“The
use of chemical weapons by the Assad
regime requires a decisive response.
Our national security interests, those
of our allies, and regional stability
are at risk as Syria is disintegrating
into a failed state. This is not a mo-
ment to look the other way, to blind
ourselves to the horrifying images in
Syria, and to send the dangerous
message to the global community
that we would allow the use of a
chemical weapons attack to take place
with impunity. Vulnerable popula-
tions throughout the world, as well as

ON THE CAMPAIGN STOOP... Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky and Coun-
cilman Sam Della Fera, Jr., both Republicans, met recently with a resident while
campaigning door-to-door.

HAPPY LABOR DAY... Union County Republican Freeholder candidate Ira
Geiger, right, meets with Middlesex County Republican Freeholder candidate
Bob Jones at the South Plainfield Labor Day Parade.

some of our allies, and potentially
even our armed forces could be future
targets if we don’t respond. Tonight’s
[August 29th] briefing reaffirmed for
me that a decisive and consequential
U.S. response is justified and war-
ranted to protect Syrians, as well as to
send a global message that chemical
weapons attacks in violation of inter-
national law will not stand.”

Bollwage: Retaliating Against
Syria Would Be A Mistake

Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage
has also weighed in on a potential
United States-led attack on Syria
through Tweets he has sent out.

“It is a mistake for America to retali-
ate in Syria. Iran was a mistake and
neither side in Syria will become our
ally so why get involved?” Mayor
Bollwage said on Twitter on August
28.

On August 29 he Tweeted, “Since
the Brits have voted against military
involvement in Syria, we should stay
out. If we intervene Hezbollah and Al
Qaeda become stronger.”
Lonegan Announces Opposition

To U.S. Intervention In Syria
 Steve  Lonegan, Republican candi-

date for the United States Senate,
warned about inserting American mili-
tary power in Syria while stating his
continued opposition to the President’s
position.

“Even without approval from Con-
gress and our closest international
allies, President Obama insists on
military intervention in Syria. While
there has been much tragedy, the war
in Syria is not simply between the
Syrian government and the Syrian
rebels,” Mr. Lonegan said. “We must
work with our allies to provide hu-
manitarian aid to those affected by
the war, but punitive actions in Syria
will not deliver stability to the re-
gion.”

“The President should not inter-
vene militarily without the con-
sent of Congress. And given the
facts we have today, I would vote
against sending American men and
women into Syria as a member of
the United States Senate,” Mr.
Lonegan said.

Former Councilman Seeks
Seat on Westfield Council

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Former
Westfield Third Ward councilman
John J. Walsh has begun his cam-
paign for a return to the town coun-
cil after 13 years.

When asked why he was seeking a
council seat again, this time in the
Fourth Ward, Mr. Walsh stated, “I
just think I have some unfinished
business to accomplish. I see us drift-
ing a little bit towards a staleness
that we had when I first got on the
council (in 1997). I just think we
need to breathe a little bit of new life
and get things moving again.”

A maritime lawyer in New York
City, Mr. Walsh told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times the main issues he is
running on are opening up council
committee meetings to the public, es-
pecially finance committee meetings
on the municipal budget.

“I think the budget should be dis-
cussed by the whole council in open
meetings and I think the public should
be allowed to participate,” Mr. Walsh
said.

He also wants to advocate for the
installation of bike lanes in Westfield
while making the town safer for bi-
cyclists.

He also wants to see the governing
body reopen discussion on parking
problems, with a parking deck to be
considered as part of those discus-
sions.

“Unfortunately, I think this admin-
istration is a little reluctant to reopen
the discussion, bearing in mind that
the last proposal for a parking deck
was soundly defeated,” Mr. Walsh
said.

He said the 2004 proposal was
defeated by voters, “not because of
the idea of a parking deck, but be-
cause of the preposterous size and
location of the parking deck.”

“And so we need to reopen those
discussions and see where we want to
go,” Mr. Walsh said. “I think a deck
should be in the mix in terms of
considering it (parking problems)
again.” He said the council previ-
ously “relied too much on experts”
who proposed a deck for Prospect
Street, “which created some real traf-
fic problems.”

“That’s not the location for a deck.
That doesn’t solve any problems,” he
said.

He also wants an open discussion
on fire department staffing. Mr. Walsh
said his understanding is that the way
the Westfield Fire Department pla-
toons its squads, “It appears they
cannot respond to a fire until mutual
aid comes. And my question is, how
is that different than a volunteer de-
partment?”

While he knows that increasing
manpower in the department would
present a significant cost to the town,
he said, “safety has to be a priority.”

The former councilman also said
he would like to look at the town’s
preparedness for storms such as Hur-
ricane Sandy. He said he felt “iso-
lated” without electric power during
the storm “and no way really to con-
tact the outer world except for a cell
phone that I had to charge in my car.”
He raised the concept of generating
volunteers to go around town to check
on the welfare of senior citizens,
young mothers with children, etc.

He also wants to see a plan for TV 36.
“Is there more that we can do with that?”

POLITICAL COMEBACK...Westfield Fourth Ward Town Council candidate John
Walsh, left,  discusses his campaign with Westfield Leader/Times editor Paul  Peyton.
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JAZZ AND POLITICS... Westfield Democratic Mayoral candidate Dave Haas,
right, talks with residents Claire and Harris Bornstein at the last Tuesday night
downtown jazz concert of the summer.
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WF Attorney Representing
Friend of Bombing Suspect

By SARAH McGRAIL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — A Westfield at-
torney representing one of the defen-
dants in the Boston Marathon bomb-
ing case says his teenage client is
guilty of nothing more than errors of
judgment.

Robert Stahl is representing Dias
Kadyrbayev who was a university
friend of Dzohkhar Tsarnaev, the man
accused of planting bombs at the
Boston Marathon that killed three
people and injured many others.

Kadyrbayev, who had been in the
United States for just two years, is
accused of going to Tsarnaev’s room
with another friend after the attack
and removing items including a laptop
computer.Kadyrbayev and the friend,
Azamat Tazhayakov, both from
Kazakhstan, met two years ago at the
University of Massachusetts where
they were both students.

They also met Dzohkhar Tsarnaev,
who spoke their language and had
been in the United States for some
time so was able to help them nego-
tiate the system, get around the col-
lege and do simple things like using
the laundromat and getting a cell
phone.

Now  Kadyrbayev is locked in soli-
tary confinement 23 hours a day and
is facing 20 years in a federal prison
with no chance of parole if he is
convicted of conspiracy to obstruct
justice and intent to impede the in-
vestigation into the Boston bombing
case.

“He’s a good young man from a
good family, but he’s 19; he’s just a
kid and people do make errors of
judgment, particularly when they are
19-year-old college students,” said
Mr. Stahl, who revealed during an
interview with The Westfield Leader
and The Times that he was asked to
represent Kadyrbayev by business
contacts in the former Soviet Union
(Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
— USSR) who knew his family.

“When I speak to my friends who
have college students, they under-
stand that they have a different way
of living and a different way of think-
ing. I hope a jury will hear the evi-
dence and understand that,” Mr. Stahl
said.

Kadyrbayev cooperated fully with
the police investigating the bomb-
ing and helped them retrieve all the
items he had taken from Tsarnaev’s
room.

Mr. Stahl, who says he would have
refused to represent Tsarnaev, is con-
vinced there was no criminal intent in
Kadyrbayev’s actions as, when he
went to Tsarnaev’s room, he had no
idea his friend was a suspect.

“In very highly-charged, high-pres-
sure cases, some conclusions are
drawn that are not necessarily sup-
ported by the facts, and this was a
frenetically-paced investigation.

“It will come out at trial what they
were really doing, but there was no

intent to help Dzohkhar in any way.
He hadn’t told them specifically what
to take from his room. In the texts that
will come out, there is an indication
that it was a joke,” Mr. Stahl said.

“Even when the first grainy videos
were released and the stills off the
video, students were joking with each
other by text that it looked like
Dzohkhar. With unclear photos and a
situation that made no sense, there
was no way they could have thought
it was him,” Mr. Stahl explained.

“Dzohkhar’s older brother,
Tamerlan, was very religious. If you
asked people whether they thought
he could be involved, the reaction
from other students would be that it
was surprising but not out of the
realm of possibility,” Mr. Stahl said.

Tamerlan Tsarnaev was killed as
the brothers fled from police on the
night of the bombing.

“But when you talk about
Dzohkhar, he was a U.S. citizen, who
went to high school in Massachu-
setts, wrestled, was a partier, dated
women, used marijuana and was not
religious at all – in fact his brother
was annoyed with him because he
didn’t know the words to the prayers.
They never thought for a second he
could be involved in something like
that.

 “Once Dzohkhar was named and
charged, Dias was shocked and hor-
rified that someone he knew could be
involved in such an horrific act,” Mr.
Stahl said.

Kadyrbayev’s mother was in Bos-
ton taking an intensive language
course at the time of the bombing and
extended her stay as long as possible.
His father currently is in the U.S. and
will remain until the end of Septem-
ber. However, it is not financially
viable for them to remain here indefi-
nitely so Kadyrbayev has very few
people to support him.

 “Dias feels frightened and lonely,
of course,” Mr. Stahl said. “If I was in
Moscow, for example, and I was ar-
rested and accused of a horrible crime,
with my friends and family over here,
and was relying on a counsel I didn’t
know in a system I didn’t understand,
I would be frightened.”

There will be a status conference in
the case on Thursday, September 26
but, given the court schedule in Mas-
sachusetts, it may be another year
before the case comes to trial.

In the meantime, Mr. Stahl said he
is has been receiving abusive
voicemail messages and e-mails from
complete strangers.

However, having acted in a num-
ber of high-profile finance cases in
New York City, he says this is not
unusual when people have strong feel-
ings about a case.

“People are entitled to their own
opinion, of course, but often they
haven’t read about the case thor-
oughly and, in this instance, don’t
really understand who I am repre-
senting.”

County Awards 49 HEART
Grants Totaling $75,000

COUNTY – The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders has announced
that 49 artists, historians and local non-
profit organizations will receive funding
through the 2013 Union County HEART
(History, Education, Arts Reaching
Thousands) Grant Program.

The Union County Freeholders es-
tablished the HEART Grant Program in
1998. The program supports projects
related to history, the arts and humani-
ties, and it demonstrates a commitment
to the artists and community organiza-
tions of Union County. Total funding
for this year’s grants is $75,000.

Artists, educators, civic and histori-
cal non-profit organizations that want
information about next year’s HEART
Grant Program can contact the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs, 633 Pearl Street, Elizabeth,
N.J. 07202; phone (908) 558-2550 (NJ
Relay users dial 711) or e-mail:
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

 Among those grants awarded for
2013 are: Brian Beste, Fanwood, $750,
presenting art-creating and history
workshops; Candace Waller, Fanwood,
$700, presenting dance programs and
workshops; Danielle Linares Hale,
Fanwood, $750, presenting a commu-
nity arts festival;  Borough of Fanwood,
$1,875, presenting a Fanwood Cultural
Arts Performance Series; Center for
Hope Hospice and Palliative Care,
Scotch Plains, $1,875, providing musi-
cal performances for hospice residents;
Clark Historical Society, $1,500, pre-
senting early American life demonstra-
tors at Four Centuries in a Weekend;

Cranford Housing Board, $1,000,
presenting “Three Tenors” concert for
senior housing residents; Dreamcatcher
Repertory Theatre, Summit, $1,500,
producing two improv comedy shows;
duCret School of Art, Plainfield, $750,
presenting a performing arts program
for children grades K-12;

First Presbyterian Church, Elizabeth,
$1,000, providing an audio tour of
“Elizabeth at the Crossroads;” Ground-
work Elizabeth, Inc., $1,600, present-
ing 11th annual bicycle Tour de Eliza-

beth; Language and Enrichment Center
Inc., Scotch Plains, $1,000, presenting
performances by preschool children of
Italian winter songs; Mother Seton Re-
gional High School, Clark, $1,000, pro-
ducing a musical involving Union County
children; Music for All Seasons, Scotch
Plains, $2,300, presenting music programs
for Union County Juvenile Detention Cen-
ter;  New Jersey Intergenerational Or-
chestra, Berkeley Heights, $1,875, pre-
senting a community concert; Occupa-
tional Center of Union County, Roselle,
$2,000, presenting art education classes
for people with disabilities; Old First
Historic Trust, Elizabeth, $1,875, hiring
historian to research African American
burial grounds;

 Premiere Stages at Kean University,
Union, $1,875, presenting free public
play readings; Temple Beth O’r/Beth
Torah, Clark, $1,000, presenting free
concert by Zalmen Mlotek; The The-
ater Project, Union, $2,000, presenting
“A Few Steps in a Stranger’s Shoes” to
promote understanding among students;
Visual Arts Center of N.J., Summit,
$2,000, presenting a visual arts pro-
gram for adults, and  Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra, $1,500, presenting
concert “Home for the Holiday.”

SEEKING GARWOOD SEAT... Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield),
left, and Republican candidate for Garwood Borough Council, Michael Martin,
attended a recent Republican Committee gathering at the home of Mountainside
GOP Chairman Glenn Mortimer.

FAMILY FUN.... Scotch Plains Republican Township Council candidate Llewellyn
Jones  attends the annual St. Bart’s Italian Festival this past weekend with his family.

Scotch Plains Day to take Place Sunday, Oct. 6
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Day Committee has announced
Scotch Plains Day will take place on
Sunday, October 6.

Scotch Plains Day festivities will
include food from various vendors,
rides, music, street fair with a variety
of crafters, as well as a car show.
Scotch Plains Day, which will run
from noon to 5 p.m., will take place

on Park Avenue.
Those interested in becoming a

vendor at Scotch Plains Day
should visit www.streetfairs.org
to register and obtain more infor-
mation.

Those interested in entering the car
show can contact the Recreation De-
partment at (908) 322-6700, exten-
sions  221 or 223.
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Letters to
the Editor

Mr. President, Consult Congress
Before Waging Attack on Syria

These Standards Would Result In
‘Dumbing Down of Our Students’

Union County Taxpayers Lose Again
To Freeholder Bobbleheads

Editor’s Note: The following letter
was sent to President Barack Obama
by 116 members of Congress includ-
ing 98 Republicans and 18 Demo-
crats. Three of the12 members of the
New Jersey Congressional delega-
tion signed the letter: Rep. Frank
LoBiondo (R-2nd), Rep. Scott Garrett
(R-5th), and Rep. Rush Holt (D-12th).
Not signing the letter are: Rep. Rob
Andrews (D-1st), Rep. Jon Runyan
(R-3rd), Rep. Chris Smith (R-4th),
Rep. Frank Pallone (D-6th), Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th), Rep. Albio
Sires (D-8th), Rep. Bill Pascrell (D-
9th), Rep. Donald Payne, Jr. (D-10th),
and Rep. Rodney Frelinghuysen (R-
11th).

*****
The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President,
We strongly urge you to consult

and receive authorization from Con-
gress before ordering the use of U.S.

military force in Syria. Your respon-
sibility to do so is prescribed in the
Constitution and the War Powers
Resolution of 1973.

While the Founders wisely gave
the Office of the President the author-
ity to act in emergencies, they fore-
saw the need to ensure public debate
– and the active engagement of Con-
gress – prior to committing U.S. mili-
tary assets. Engaging our military in
Syria when no direct threat to the
United States exists and without prior
congressional authorization would
violate the separation of powers that
is clearly delineated in the Constitu-
tion.

Mr. President, in the case of mili-
tary operations in Libya you stated
that authorization from Congress was
not required because our military was
not engaged in “hostilities.” In addi-
tion, an April 1, 2011, memorandum
to you from your Office of Legal
Counsel concluded:

 “…President Obama could rely
on his constitutional power to safe-

guard the national interest by direct-
ing the anticipated military opera-
tions in Libya — which were limited
in their nature, scope, and duration
— without prior congressional au-
thorization.”

We view the precedent this opinion
sets, where “national interest” is
enough to engage in hostilities with-
out congressional authorization, as
unconstitutional. If the use of 221
Tomahawk cruise missiles, 704 Joint
Direct Attack Munitions, and 42
Predator Hellfire missiles expended
in Libya does not constitute “hostili-
ties,” what does?

If you deem that military action in
Syria is necessary, Congress can re-
convene at your request. We stand
ready to come back into session, con-
sider the facts before us, and share
the burden of decisions made regard-
ing U.S. involvement in the quickly
escalating Syrian conflict.

Members of Congress
Washington, D.C.

Thanks to the great investigative
reporting of The Westfield Leader,
the lead editorial of the Thursday,
August 29 issue again made crystal
clear the ongoing malfunction of the
one-party dominated Union County
Board of Freeholders. The multi-term
Freeholder leader Dan Sullivan cre-
ated a position for himself, knowing
the bobbleheads on the current free-
holder board will always give the
blessing to that newly-created ap-
pointment.

This is what happens when no one
is watching the store with your inven-
tory (money, taxes) since the “I’ll
take care of you and you take care of
me” agreement prevails.

In government, highly paid execu-
tive positions such as this one in
question for the Union County Utili-
ties Authority require government to
advertise a job description and invite
highly qualified people for evalua-
tion; hopefully objective evaluation.
That is not true in this case, and it is
outrageous that top executives with
enormously accomplished resumes
are in huge supply because of cut-
backs from major companies
throughout our state.

You see the problem: an element of
artificial cost to you is created by the
lack of someone to watch the store
when one party, who by voting dis-
trict manipulation, has held power
forever. The solution is getting any-
one, and in this case specifically the
Republican running for freeholder

seat, elected so that no more secret
deals and special favors will be hid-
den from you, the taxpayer in Union
County.

If indeed we leave this special in-
terest group who are continually
motivated by handouts and couldn’t
care less about their fellow taxpayers
having any representation in govern-
ment administration, a dark cloud
that obscures efficient government,
fairness of distribution, and citizen
representation will cover over and
bury you, the powerless.

The “Union County Dislocation
Authority,” as I would like to refer-
ence it, is the local representation of
the same illness affecting Washing-
ton, DC. Many other factors do not
bode well at this time for America
and even our little Union County, and
the repercussions of failed govern-
ment will destroy your liberty, your
freedom, and any economic well-
being you think you have accom-
plished. There is a cancer at work in
our county government and the only
solution will be bringing in new
people, non-affiliated with one party
to give you an honest chance.

Will you be part of the solution by
working hard to accomplish what
must be done, or are you part of the
problem because of your laziness and
passivity? Yes, Dan Sullivan is only
one point of darkness in a much big-
ger problem.

Warren Victor
Westfield

DeCotiis, Not Sullivan Will Be The
One Calling Shots At Authorities

Your editorial questioning whether
former long-time Union County Free-
holder Dan Sullivan is the “most
qualified person to run the County
Authorities” presumes that Mr.
Sullivan will have some manner of
control. He will not and that is not the
job he was selected for.

For years now the law firm of
DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, and Cole, LLP
has controlled the actions of the Union
County Improvement Authority and
received over $10 million in fees
since 2004 for their efforts. Projects
like the $16-million solar panel pro-
gram that recently blew up with the
Tioga bankruptcy were sold to the
county with the primary objective of
generating fees for DeCottis, and quite
successfully. Through August, 2013
DeCotiis has received a million dol-
lars in fees from that project alone
and the bankruptcy proceedings are
at a nascent stage.

As special counsel to the Union
County Utilities Authority, DeCotiis

has been paid $632,200 since 2011
primarily to shepherd through a mas-
sive debt restructuring scheme that
will haunt county residents for de-
cades.

DeCotiis purchased their seat on
the gravy train with annual contribu-
tions from individual lawyers in like
amounts totaling $30,000 from 2009
through 2011 to Union County free-
holder campaigns.

Mr. Sullivan’s ‘job’ with the au-
thorities will be to posture and blus-
ter away as DeCotiis and other cam-
paign donors go about running things
primarily for their own profit. He will
need to be incurious, innumerate, and
willing to take the generous salary
and benefits provided for his acqui-
escence without compunction.

If anything, he is overqualified for
the job assigned him.

John Bury
Kenilworth

On August 21 the Scotch Plains
Republican Party completed its sum-
mer lecture series with a presentation
of the Common Core Curriculum that
will be instituted in our school sys-
tem this coming year.

The Common Core.org states as its
Mission Statement that, “The Com-
mon Core State Standards provide a
consistent, clear understanding of
what students are expected to learn,
so teachers and parents know what
they need to do to help them. The
standards are designed to be robust
and relevant to the real world, reflect-
ing the knowledge and skills that our
young people need for success in
college and careers. With American
students fully prepared for the future,
our communities will be best posi-
tioned to compete successfully in the
global economy.”

The speakers at the lecture made
the point that the Common Core stan-
dards have been adopted by 46 states,
including New Jersey, with very little
or no public discussion. The stan-
dards, they indicated, have been
adopted because the federal
government’s “Race to the Top” pro-
gram required states to adopt the
Common Core in order to qualify for
federal funding. One of the big ob-
jections to these standards is that they
implement essentially a national edu-
cational standards and curriculum in
grades K thru 12. States will use the
Common Core to prepare standard-
ized tests which all students have to
take; even the SAT and ACT college
entrance exams will be based on the
Common Core. Because all students
will have to take these standardized
tests, as a practical matter, students in
private schools and in home-school-
ing programs will be forced to learn
in accordance with these new feder-
ally-mandated standards.

The speakers also discussed that as
part of these standards, schools will
start to obtain quite a bit of private
information from students and will
be required to maintain that data in a
national database where it will be
available to various private parties.
The data will include things unre-
lated to education and which violates
the privacy of parents, such as blood
type, religious affiliation, parent edu-
cation history, household gun owner-
ship, etc.

In addition, it was mentioned that
implementing these standards would
result in “dumbing down of our stu-
dents,” since virtually no local or
teacher control will exist over what is
taught in a particular class. The stan-

dards and the curriculum are so de-
tailed that teachers will no longer
have much, if any, discretion as to
their lesson plans, and will have dis-
cretion at all as to what goes into any
test or quiz. Students and school dis-
tricts will lose the benefit of their
teacher’ professional expertise as to
what and how to teach the students
which makes little sense since the
teachers themselves are the profes-
sionals most familiar with the
strengths and needs of the students. It
was also discussed that Common Core
will result in unsatisfactory results
for both gifted students as well as
students who need more help, since
Common Core is a “one size fits all’
approach to students.

According to the speakers, many
teachers, when they become familiar
with Common Core, are quite un-
happy about it (though since the edu-
cation system and teachers unions
support it, the teachers themselves
are often hesitant to voice their opin-
ions). It was also discussed that, as
recently reported in The New York
Times about New York State’s expe-
rience with the Common Core, many
more students fail to pass Common
Core test, and as a result become
dispirited and require remedial
classes. According to the speakers,
quite a few business interests are
poised to make quite a bit of money
providing the Common Core tests as
well as the remedial test books and
other materials that many students
will now need.

Those who favor the implementa-
tion of these standards say that it will
better prepare our students for the glo-
bal society that exists. Some say the
companies, as mentioned earlier, are
having a problem obtaining qualified
technical staff and have a vested inter-
est in assuring that students receive the
required skills. Those that made the
presentation stressed that big business
was only interested in profits.

The presentation was favorably
received by most, with ironically the
exception of the writer.

The public can refer to the afore-
mentioned www.corestandards.org/
for the pro side for the implementa-
tion of these standards and for the
con side see stopcommoncore.com.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Thanks Everyone for
Supporting Us And the

Paul Jackson Fund
It’s a lot bigger than it looks on the

globe.
Our trek around Iceland is over and

Chris Jacob and I would like to thank
everyone who followed us and sup-
ported the Paul Jackson Fund along
the way. Iceland was a beautiful place
and the horizontal wind and rain were
refreshing. We started out just want-
ing to challenge ourselves, see the
country and create some cash and
awareness for the Paul Jackson Fund
but, now we’re just trying to squeeze
our feet into our shoes.

Our goal was to raise $100 a mile
($15,500); currently we are at about
$12,500… a good days work, no doubt
but, short and if short was good enough
we’d both be sitting on a chunk of lava
somewhere outside of Reykjavik. So,
if you forgot to go on the website and
drop a couple of coins in the bucket
you still can or if you thought maybe
we were just kidding and really went
to Vegas, that’s probably even worth a
donation. The PJF has done great
things and with your help will con-
tinue to do so. The last kilometer in
Iceland was great but, the $15,500
finish line is what counts.

www.pauljacksonfund.org.
Do what you can and thank you so

much.
Paul Harbaugh

Westfield

Close Costly Campaign
Finance Loophole

Year in and year out, unions spend
the most money to have an undue
influence on government in New Jer-
sey, which gives their members the
most lucrative contracts in the
workforce. Unlike all other interest
groups, unions can give unlimited
funds to elected officials with whom
they are negotiating publicly-funded
contracts, and also to legislative
Democrats in Trenton who they di-
rect to protect the status quo.

In May 2012, [I] introduced S-
1917 to close this campaign finance
law loophole that allows labor unions
to avoid limits on campaign activity
currently faced by all other benefi-
ciaries of public contracts. Union
contracts cost New Jersey taxpayers
billions of dollars a year.

Despite the people’s resounding
cries for lower taxes and an end to
uniquely unaffordable public con-
tracts, Trenton Democrats are doing
their union bidding by blocking this
vital legislation. The Senate Presi-
dent, Democratic leader, Senator
Buono and others who are protecting
this loophole cannot also claim that
they are working to make this state
more affordable for the middle-class
or preach the need for equal pay in
the workforce.

Senator Tom Kean, Jr.
Westfield

Epilogue: The state analysis found
that between 1999 and 2012, labor
unions dominated the top 25 special
interest groups, spending a total of
$133 million to fund political cam-
paigns and lobbying.

Sevenity-Five Dollar Ticket Is No Small Sum for N.J.
Citizens Already Hurting From Highest Taxes in the Nation

Recently, I have seen an increasing
number of people begin to buy into
the notion that [red light] cameras are
actually making us safer. This fright-
ens me on many levels, the most
important of which is how easy cor-
porations can lie with statistics to
manipulate us into buying their non-
sense.

A $75 ticket is no small sum for the
N.J. taxpayers, who are already hurt-
ing from some of the highest prop-
erty taxes in the nation. It’s like some-
thing out of an Orwellian future. The
government gets to take even more of
our money, and smiles at us while
doing so, all along saying “Don’t you
feel safer now?”

Let me be very clear: red light
cameras, in their current form, are
not about making roads in New Jer-
sey any safer. Do not let the statistics
that they present fool you. As a scien-
tist, I have to deal with individuals
who try and distort statistics every
day. They will show a reduction in
red light violation accidents. What
they won’t show you is that rear-end
accidents at red lights, and the num-
ber of severe red light accidents, have
both increased since the installation
of these cameras. That doesn’t help
their case.

Who is “they” anyway, and why
are they fighting so hard to keep these
cameras installed? Well “they” is ac-
tually several companies that manu-
facture red light cameras, two being

American Traffic Systems and
Redflex Traffic Systems. And what
they get in return for the cameras
being installed in a municipality is
one of two things: either a cut of the
profits per ticket, or a net sum of cash
based on the number of citations is-
sued. Either one of these is a huge red
flag in my book for one blatant rea-
son: they encourage foul play to in-
flate citation numbers and amounts
to keep the profits rolling in.

If this doesn’t make you nervous, it
should. This is only the start of a
major push by these companies to
privatize our traffic enforcement. But
those are just companies being com-
panies. They want profits. That has
been a staple of the corporate world
since its existence. What is egregious
to me are the state legislators who are
perpetuating this corporate myth that
red light cameras are good for your
family. In these cases, I would en-
courage everyone to follow the
money.

Let’s look at Union Township, my
hometown, as an example. Assem-
blyman Joe Cryan is the Democratic
chairman of Union Township, which
happens to have an all-Democrat
Township Committee that is beholden
to him. Union Township alone has
four red light cameras, which ac-
counts for 33 percent of the 12 cam-
eras in Union County. All of the cam-
eras were installed in 2011, about a
year after Assemblyman Cryan took

a nice contribution from Redflex Traf-
fic Systems. This is all public record.
I am just curious why they think we
are so dumb that we won’t figure it
out. Actually, it’s worse. They just
don’t care.

All it would take is a simple legis-
lation to force payments to the red
light camera companies be a set
amount each year, regardless of cita-
tion number or profits, to help reduce
incentives for foul play. I support this
measure if I cannot see the cameras
eliminated. But it won’t happen as
long as the incumbents remain, be-
cause these companies will always
have money to donate.

We cannot accept that our safety
on our roads is open to being sold to
the highest corporate bidder, particu-
larly if the oversight into the safety
measures also happens to be through
the same company. To see our legis-
lators become such active proponents
of a private red light camera system is
not just alarming, it’s dangerous. It is
another indication of what many poli-
ticians in New Jersey are willing to
do for money. Every single voter in
N.J. should care about these cameras,
if only because it sets a dangerous
precedent: if we allow our govern-
ment to begin privatizing our safety
on the roads, imagine how many other
ways companies can profit off of us.

Christopher Hackett
Candidate for Assembly, LD-20

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
Linden, (908) 587-0404
Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
Scotch Plains, (908) 668-1900
Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
Plainfield, (908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
Westfield, (908) 232-3673
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
Westfield, (908) 232-2073
Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
Summit, (908) 918-0414

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
Westfield (908) 518-7733

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
West Windsor, (609) 750-9365 Linda Carter, chair

lcarter@ucnj.org

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200

Al Faella, Mgr.
afaella@ucnj.org

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tincal – Crude borax
2. Rostrulum – A small beak, as of an

insect
3. Tocher – The dowry of a bride
4. Biga – In ancient Rome, a chariot

drawn by two horses

ATAZIR
1. A warm wind of the Sahara
2. A type of Syrian scarf
3. A Filipino Moslem who takes an

oath before a priest that he will die killing
Christians

4. The influence of a star upon another,
or upon man

PERDITION
1. Shame; humiliation
2. Complete and irreparable loss; ruin
3. The waiting place of the dead before

being delivered to heaven or hell
4. Unfaithfulness; perfidious

JENNET
1. A spinning machine with a number

of spindles
2. A window shade of horizontal slats

that slope and overlap
3. A female donkey or small Spanish

horse
4. A short, stout crowbar used for

opening doors
PTEROPE

1. Related to or characteristic of a fern
2. A fruit bat
3. In anatomy, the junction of frontal,

the temporal and the great wing of the
spheniod bones

4. In Grecian architecture, a row of
columns, as in a peristyle; a portico

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
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Thanks to All Who Supported
WHS Helping Hands This Summer

Mayoral Candidate David Haas
Outlines Goals for Westfield

It’s Time to Outright Reject
Progressive Movement Concept

Stop Dangling Pilot Program
In Front of Raritan Valley Riders

Letters to the Editor
This past summer, the Westfield High

School (WHS) Helping Hands
(WHSHH) Fund received a generous
gift from the WHS senior class of 2013.
Rob Cassie and Alex Ying, coordina-
tors of the 2013 Senior Assassin game,
donated $1,680 to WHSHH. The board
of the WHSHH Fund are honored that
the students chose the fund to make
their donation.

We wish to acknowledge their dona-
tion and assure these students that the
board promises to be thoughtful and
prudent in the distribution of funds to
individuals who have shown a credible
financial need.

The fund was established as a reac-
tion to the financial need of various
staff and student families, who had
suffered through illness and death. The
initial funds for Westfield High School
Helping Hands Fund were the result of
the fundraising effort by the 2011–2012
WHS PTSO. During the 2012-2013
academic year, the fund grew as a result
of various fundraising efforts by the
WHS PTSO, the Community Service
Club, the Student Government and the
class of 2013. Please consider making a
tax-deductible donation to the WHSHH
fund.

If you wish to make a donation to this
fund, please send your check, payable
to the Westfield Foundation with Memo:
WHSHH Fund directly to: Westfield
Foundation, P.O. Box 2295, Westfield,
N.J. 07091. Questions? E-mail the WHS
Helping Hands Board at
whshhfund@gmail.com.

Below is the letter, which accompa-
nied the donation to WHSHH. We wish
to print the letter in its entirety.

Thank you in advance for your con-
sideration.

Peter Renwick, Principal; Maureen
Mazzarese, Counseling; Warren

Hynes, Service Club; Thom Hornish,
Faculty; Kathy LaMastra, WHS
PTSO; Ingrid McKinley, Cindy

Gallagher, WHSHH Board

This has not been an easy year for the
Town of Westfield, especially the
Westfield High School Class of 2013.
In addition to working through the an-
ticipated obstacles of senior year —
college applications, difficult classes,
social and emotional stress — we have
faced reality in more ways than are
typical for most people our age.

We lived without power, heat, or
communication during the havoc
wrought by Hurricane Sandy.

We questioned our security when our
homes were destroyed by storm, fire, or
other disaster. We considered our own
mortality when our lives and those of
our loved ones fell into disarray in the
face of the tragic illness and death of
those dear to us.

However, despite all this misfortune,
we created a network of support that
grew from the Westfield High School

community.
When we were down, we could count

on everyone at WHS to help pick us
back up again.

And so it is only fitting that the
collected funds from the Class of 2013
Senior Assassin game be donated to the
Westfield High School Helping Hands
Fund, so that the WHS community can
continue to support those affected by
tragedy. We sincerely hope that our gift
will help to ease the suffering of fami-
lies in need. The Class of 2013 had its
share of struggles, but here’s to hoping
that it can be easier for those who come
after us.

The Westfield High School Class of
2013 presents a donation of $1,680 to
the Westfield High School Helping
Hands Fund, in memory of our dear
friend and classmate, Allison Harth.

Rob Cassie, Alex Ying
WHS Class of 2013

The recent news that NJ Transit’s
Raritan Valley Rail line riders will be
getting limited direct-to-NYC trains,
the so-called one-seat ride, is like
tossing crumbs to a starving man.
This “pilot program” wouldn’t start
until next spring and would only be
for non-peak trains. There are no
plans to provide even one such ex-
press train during the week in the
morning or evening rush hours, the
periods when this service is needed
most.

As someone who commuted by
train from Fanwood to NYC for 15
years, I can tell you the amount of
time, energy and stress that is gener-
ated by the twice-daily ritual of chang-
ing trains at Newark is staggering—
the mad dash up the stairs from Track
5, across the terminal floor, then down
the stairs to Track 1, in hopes of
making a connection to New York.
Sometimes you make it, sometimes
you don’t. The trek home is the
same— train riders treated like cattle.

I understand that the single, two-
track rail tunnel under the Hudson
River has capacity limits, a situation
that was locked in place when Gover-
nor Christie pulled the plug on the
new rail tunnel project three years
ago. I understand that it means NJ
Transit will have to make some hard
decisions to make room for Raritan
Valley riders, who now account for
almost 10 percent of NJ Transit rail
customers, many of whom moved to
the towns along the line specifically
for the benefit of the NY trains.

I urge NJ Transit to stop dangling a
“pilot program” in front of Raritan
Valley riders and make the decisions
necessary to get peak commuters the
single seat ride they deserve. In doing
so, do they really need a “pilot pro-
gram?” I’m sure NJ Transit knows
how to bring a train all the way into
NYC by now.

Tom Kranz
Candidate for Fanwood Council

I am running for mayor of
Westfield. I believe as mayor, I can
contribute to keeping Westfield a great
place to live and making it even bet-
ter.

This is the first of several articles I
will be writing during this campaign
about my vision for Westfield’s fu-
ture. By the election, I hope you will
agree that I am the better candidate to
lead Westfield for the next four years.

We live in challenging times. The
economic recovery from the Great
Recession is slow. While home prices
have come back a bit, we need to
recognize that if we are to continue to
prosper our town government must
take action wherever it can be to
improve our quality of life and make
Westfield an even more attractive
place to buy a home. The unfortunate
fact is our town government has been
adrift these past few years and we
need a change.

Westfield needs a mayor that sets
goals for our town. Without goals we
can’t measure where we are and where
we are going. Without goals we won’t
be doing what is necessary to keep
Westfield a great town. Here are some
of my goals:

We need to recognize that Westfield
deserves direct train service to New
York City during commute hours and
as mayor I will work relentlessly to
achieve this goal. This would benefit
not only our commuters, but increase
the values of all of our homes.

We need to recognize that Westfield
needs to be concerned with how our
town looks. We lost 1,000 trees in the
last storm and many more than that
amount in the past 15 years. We need a
town program to encourage residents
to beautify Westfield by planting trees.
We also need to make Central Avenue
an inviting entrance to Westfield rather
than a run-down stretch of missing or
half-empty buildings.

We need to recognize that Westfield
needs to be a safe place to live. We
need enough firefighters so they can
use the expensive equipment we pay
for and to allow them to enter a burn-
ing home to put out fires. We need
bike paths in Westfield to allow safe
rides to parks, the downtown and for
our children riding to school.

We need to recognize that if our
downtown is to survive we must re-
examine the parking problem. We
need to be able to shop in our town
without spending an inordinate
amount of time looking for a parking
space. Parking is critical for retaining
economically healthy businesses in
our downtown. I recognize that this is
not an easy problem to solve, espe-
cially in these hard economic times,

but our town government must have
the presence of mind to at least exam-
ine possible solutions.

We need to do more with less. Our
taxes keep rising and we must exam-
ine every possible solution for saving
the town’s money. We need to do an
energy audit of the town’s opera-
tions, but the existing administration
has repeatedly turned down the offer
of outside funding to do an audit.
This makes no sense because it would
be good for the environment, the town
and the taxpayer.

We need to recognize that Westfield
needs a non-partisan town govern-
ment that functions with integrity and
transparency. We should advertise on
the town’s website for volunteers to
fill the town boards with the best
possible people to serve independent
of political party affiliations. I be-
lieve our residents deserve answers
when they ask questions at Town
Council meetings and that we need a
mayor who can admit when a mis-
take has been made.

I grew up in a small Midwestern
town and was raised to value hard
work, honesty and openness. I have a
B.S. in Engineering Physics from the
University of Illinois and a doctorate
in Electrical Engineering from the
University of California. In graduate
school, I met and married my smart
and capable wife Dana Stevens. I
took my first career position in New
Jersey and we came east 27 years
ago. We chose to buy a home in
Westfield between the births of our
first and second child because it had
great schools, safe neighborhoods, a
wonderful downtown and interesting
people and things to do.

Our children grew up in Westfield
and I helped coach girls’ softball and
boys’ ice hockey. I’ve taught Sunday
school, been involved in Westfield
Rotary, and was president of the
Westfield High School Ice Hockey
Association. I served on the board of
adjustment for six years and on Town
Council for nine years. On Council, I
have served on the Public Works
Committee, the Laws and Rules Com-
mittee, the Finance Committee and
the Public Safety, Transportation and
Parking Committee as well as the
Solid Waste Committee. I have done
all of this because I care about the
town we live in. I believe in Westfield.
I ask for your vote to become your
mayor this November. To learn more,
please visit my campaign website –
davehaas4mayor.com and “like me”
on Facebook – www.facebook.com/
Davehaas4mayor.

David Haas
Candidate for Mayor

There are many progressives in the
media, in academia, in politics and
elsewhere that have this belief that
for the good of society and for the
good of the nation, one must surren-
der his or her liberties and rights for
“the common good.” That one must
surrender one’s right to own and have
property for “the common good,”
that one must surrender his or her
privacy for “the common good,” that
one must surrender his or her con-
science, speech and thoughts for “the
common good,” and that one must
surrender his or her own individual-
ity, being and body for the so called
“common good.”

What these progressives, both on
the left and on the right, mean by “the
common good” really entails “for the
good of the state” and nothing more.
They believe that the individual, his
or her hopes, dreams, rights and aspi-
rations must coincide with the state
and that he is nothing more than a
subject to be molded like clay.

The rights of the individual and the
rights that are guaranteed under the
U.S. Constitution and the rule of law
are not subject to negotiations or
elimination. To say otherwise would
be like saying that the individual is
not important, nor autonomous. For
more than 100 years, the progressive

movement has tried to replace the
individual with the collective. It is
time that this belief be rejected out-
right and come to the realization that
the individual and his or her rights are
sacrosanct and not privileges as the
progressives would have us believe
to be taken away at their whims for
their so-called “common good.”

Alex Pugliese
Kenilworth

On The Sunny Side
Of The Street

Trying to enjoy the last days of sum-
mer, my wife and I headed for the
Jersey shore. I was reading and she was
soaking up the sun when an 8-year old
girl came over to us and in a most lovely
and kind manner asked if we would
purchase a $5 key chain to help her
friend in the fight for a cure for breast
cancer. We readily made the purchase
and thanked her for coming by.

I then thought why is it that the many
people who do such good deeds gener-
ally do not make the headlines, but that
the people who do all sorts of heinous
things do.

I also thought that were the people
who do such good deeds to make the
headlines more often we would be bet-
ter off because goodness and kindness
are contagious.

But when the focus is more often
than not on evil doing then society is
worse off.

Hope requires feeding with the
knowledge that indeed there are far
more people doing good than doing
evil.

No one should wear rose-colored
glasses, but no one should wear glasses
through which cannot be seen that life
with all its difficulties is still filled with
sunshine.

The famous Louis Armstrong with
horn in hand would sing “On The Sunny
Side Of The Street,” which has these
words.

“Grab your coat and get your hat
Leave your worries on the doorstep
Life can be so sweet
On the sunny side of the street.”
There’s something to be said for

walking in the sunshine. At least now
and then!

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

WESTFIELD’S GOT
A CAKE BOSS?
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– Obituaries –

Carolyn Hyslip, 85
Carolyn L. Hyslip, 85, formerly of

Westfield, died on Monday, August
19, 2013, in Freehold, where she
lived for the past five years.

Born in Garwood to William and
Caroline Loveland, Carolyn had been
a receptionist with Fairview Cem-
etery for many years.

She was the beloved wife of the
late Thomas Hyslip.

Carolyn is survived by her daugh-
ter, Leslie Hyslip Greenfield, and her
husband, Michael; her sister, Jean
Bianco Hummer, and her husband,
Donald, and two granddaughters,
Heather and Holly.

Graveside services will begin at 2
p.m. on Thursday, September 26, at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements are by Gray Funeral
Directors of Westfield, A Life Cel-
ebration Home.

September 5, 2013

Marjorie Frey, Was Westfield Teacher;
Enjoyed Oil Painting and Crafts

Marjorie A. Frey of Bethlehem,
Pa., and formerly of Westfield, N.J.,
died peacefully on Tuesday, Au-
gust 27, 2013, at St. Luke’s Hos-
pice House in Bethlehem.

Born in Trenton, N.J., she was
the daughter of the late Floyd and
Eleanor (Dotter) Morgan. She was
the loving wife of the late William
Frey, Sr., who died in 1960.

She graduated from Rider Uni-
versity with a bachelor’s degree in
education. During World War II she
served as personal secretary/stenog-
rapher to the Army battalion com-
mander in Florida and also taught
children in a rural Tyler, Tex. school.
After the war, she was a housewife
and mother of three boys. Following
her husband’s untimely passing, she
became an elementary school teacher
in Westfield, N.J., also earning a
master’s degree plus 30 credits be-
fore retiring after 25 years. She was
loved by the children she taught, but
more so by her children and grand-
children, to whom she showed much

appreciated love and attention. She
was a talented still-life oil painting
artist and enjoyed many other crafts
such as needlepoint. Marjorie was a
devout Catholic all her life and in
her later years was a member of Ss.
Simon and Jude Church in
Bethlehem.

She will be lovingly remembered
by her sons, Douglas Frey, Ph.D.
and his wife, Pat (Baranowsky), and
William Frey, Ph.D. and his wife,
Joan Dubois-Frey; her daughter-in-
law, Carol (Lynn) Frey, wife of
Marjorie’s late son, Craig, and
Marjorie’s six grandchildren, Lind-
say, Adam, Brooke, Brad, Jonathan
and Rebecca.

All services were previously held.
In lieu of flowers, contributions

may be made to the St. Luke’s Hos-
pice, Attention: Development Of-
fice, 801 Ostrum Street, Bethlehem,
Pa. 18015.

To offer condolences online, visit
connellfuneral.com.

September 5, 2013

Marian E. Demarest, 95, Active With
Family, Church, Civic Organizations

It is with bittersweet sadness that
the Demarest family announces the
passing of one of its beloved mem-
bers, Marian E. Demarest.
“Grandmommy,” as she was affec-
tionately known to her family, passed
away peacefully on Thursday, Au-
gust 8, 2013. She had
celebrated her 95th birth-
day in May.

Mrs. Gerald B.
Demarest was born in
Maplewood, N.J. in the
year that the Armistice of
World War I was still to be
signed. Radio broadcasts
and airplanes had been
around for only about a
decade; ice boxes had ice
and were made of wood
with sawdust insulation;
the dairyman whose farm
was next to her childhood
home delivered milk in
tin or copper cans from a horse-drawn
cart; and the heater in her first car was
a woolen lap robe.

A woman of her times, Marian was
a graduate of Columbia High School
in Maplewood and the Berkeley Sec-
retarial School in Orange, N.J. At her
first job as an aide in the “crash room”
of Orange Memorial Hospital, she
met Dr. Gerald B. Demarest, II, who in
1938 became her devoted husband for
the next 62 years. As the mother of two
small children and with Dr. Demarest
sent to Italy as a flight surgeon during
World War II, Marian purchased a
large, pillared house on Highland Av-
enue in Westfield, N.J., which eventu-
ally became the homestead for a large
and active family of six children.

In addition to keeping the horde
fed, properly dressed, schooled, bathed
and sent to bed at the appropriate time,
she was a founding member of the
Westfield Service League and was
active in numerous other local chari-

table functions. In later years, she
worked extensively at The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield, planning,
organizing and directing weddings.

In 1975, Grandmommy and
Boompa moved to Wilton, Conn.,
where they resided for more than 20

years on Collinswood
Road. During that time,
Marian continued her
charitable endeavors,
serving as the president
of the Wilton Garden
Club and the “Dirt
Dibblers,” and was a
principal force in the
town’s well-known
“Minks to Sinks” orga-
nization. After a brief
relocation to Reno, Nev.,
and the passing of her
husband, in 2002
Marian moved back to
the Wilton area and re-

sided in New Canaan, close to her
two grown children, Susan Kellogg
and Dr. Peter Demarest.

Selfless and devoted to her hus-
band and family for her entire life,
Marian is survived by five children,
Susan Kellogg, Dr. Peter Demarest,
Dr. Gerald “Chip” Demarest, David
Demarest and Paige Demarest Barr;
a daughter, Gail Demarest Wilday,
died in 2011. She also is survived by
14 grandchildren and 16 great-grand-
children, with a 17th not yet but al-
most here.

Yes, Grandmommy, you are respon-
sible for all of that. We miss you more
than you can know, but are happy that
you have finally come home.

Family and friends remembered
and celebrated Grandmommy’s life
at the Wilton Congregational Church
on Ridgefield Road on Tuesday, Au-
gust 27, 2013.

September 5, 2013

Marian E. Demarest

Margaret T. Haas, 84, M.I.T. Alumna;
Westfield Resident Enjoyed Knitting

Margaret T. Haas, 84, of Westfield
passed away peacefully on Saturday,
August 31, 2013, at the Center For
Hope in Scotch Plains after a long
battle with cancer and congestive
heart disease.

Born and raised in Cambridge,
Mass., she had lived in Shrewsbury,
Mass. before moving to Westfield
last year.

Mrs. Haas enjoyed knitting and
was an alumna of M.I.T., where she
received her Bachelor of Science
degree in Food Sciences.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Felix, by five weeks. She is
survived by her siblings, Maureen
Peck of Watertown, Mass., Helen

Saltzman of Florida and James
Coleman of Venice, Calif.; her step-
children, David Haas of Westfield,
Elizabeth Haas of Scarsdale, N.Y.
and Richard Haas of Shrewsbury,
Mass., and her grandchildren, Derek,
Brian, Andrea, Alvin, Violet, Jacob
and Claire.

A private cremation service was
arranged by the Memorial Funeral
Home of Fanwood. An interment ser-
vice will be held at a later date in
Cambridge Cemetery in Cambridge,
Mass. To express condolences or for
additional information, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.

September 5, 2013

George E. Pierce, Sr., 83, Navy Veteran;
Had Been Insurance Professional

George Edward Pierce, Sr., 83, of
West Windsor Township, N.J. passed
away peacefully at his home on Fri-
day, August 30. He was born and
raised in Newark, N.J. prior to mov-
ing to Westfield in 1960.

Mr. Pierce graduated from
Barringer High School. Upon gradu-
ation, he enlisted in the U.S. Navy,
serving as a Chief Petty Officer. He
was a graduate of Seton Hall Univer-
sity and a retired director with the
Princeton Insurance Company.

Mr. Pierce is survived by his six
children, Mary Harries of Westfield,
George Pierce, Jr. of Cranford, James
Pierce of Mt. Lebanon, Pa., Beth
Shegelski of Howell, Thomas Pierce

of Summit and Robert Pierce of
Westfield, and 10 grandchildren.

Services and burial will be private.
In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital.

Arrangements are by Dooley Co-
lonial Home of Westfield.

September 5, 2013

Caregivers’ Group
To Resume Meetings
WESTFIELD — A support group

for those caring for elderly or chroni-
cally ill loved ones will resume meet-
ings on the first non-holiday Mon-
day of each month at 7:30 p.m. in the
parish center of St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church on Lamberts Mill
Road in Westfield. The next meeting
will take place on September 9. These
are information and sharing sessions.
For more information, call Marilyn
Ryan at (908) 232-1214.

Edna Jane Stotler, 90, of Westfield;
Beloved Wife, Mother, Grandmother

Edna Jane Stotler,  90,  of
Westfield passed away on Wednes-
day, August 28, 2013, at Genesis
Health Care-Westfield Center.

Edna was born on April 12, 1923
in Williamsport, Md. She was
raised in Hagerstown, Md., the
youngest of nine children. She
pursued nursing as a career and
received her R.N.

Edna married Harold H. Stotler
from Martinsburg, W. Va. in 1942.
They first resided in Morgantown,
W. Va., where she worked as a
nurse in order to support Harold as
he pursued a Bachelor of Science
degree in Chemical Engineering
from West Virginia University.
Shortly after graduation, Harold
was selected by the U.S. govern-
ment to work on the Manhattan
Project in Oak Ridge, Tenn., where
they resided until the project was
completed.

In 1945, Edna and Harold moved
to Westfield along with their first-
born child, Harold Thomas. They
resided in Westfield for over 35
years, where they raised their three
children, Thomas, Richard and
Andrew. Raising her family was
truly her passion. Edna was an ac-
tive participant in both the com-
munity and her children’s educa-
tion, devoting many hours of ser-
vice to school and local organiza-
tions.

She served as president of the
Wilson School PTA and president
of the Roosevelt Junior High
School PTA. She was president of
the Junior Women’s Club of
Westfield and was a member of the

New Jersey Federation of Women’s
Clubs. She was an effective leader
in these organizations, known for
her toughness, hard work, com-
passion and dedication.

Edna was predeceased by her
beloved husband of 59 years,
Harold Stotler, who passed away
in 2001. She is survived by her
loving children, Thomas and his
wife, Jaque, of Scotch Plains, Ri-
chard and his wife, Therese, of
Basking Ridge and Andrew and his
wife, Mariclaire, of Westfield. She
also is survived by six adored
grandchildren and 10 beloved
great-grandchildren, as well as
many other relatives and friends.

Edna was an inspiration to all
who knew her, as she touched the
lives of everyone she met in so
many ways. She was a devoted
wife and mother, an avid supporter
of Westfield athletics, a staunch
patriot, an active community
leader, and lover of life. Her fam-
ily will attest to the fact that she
was the world’s greatest maker of
pot roast. She will be dearly missed
by all who knew her.

Edna’s memorial service will be-
gin at 11 a.m. on Saturday, Sep-
tember 14, 2013, at St. Paul’s Epis-
copal Church in Westfield. Burial
will follow in The Garth. Arrange-
ments are by Gray Funeral Direc-
tors of  Westfield.  Visi t
www.grayfuneralhomes.com to of-
fer condolences. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations may be made to the
Parkinson’s Disease Foundation,
www.pdf.org.

September 5, 2013

Carmella Stevenson, 84, Was Sports Fan;
Was Bookkeeper, Sales Assoc. at Auster’s
Carmella Merrill Stevenson, 84,

of Freehold passed away peacefully
on Sunday, September 1, 2013, at
CentraState Medical Center in Free-
hold.

Carmella was the
daughter of the late
Michael and Jennie
Merrill of Westfield,
where she lived for 75
years until moving to
Freehold in 2005. She
was a graduate of
Westfield High School,
Class of 1947. She was
a member of The Pres-
byterian Church in
Westfield for over 58
years.

Carmella was a book-
keeper and sales associ-
ate at Auster’s Appliance
Store in Westfield for 36 years before
her retirement.

She enjoyed trips to Atlantic City
and playing cards with her friends.
Carmella was an avid sports enthusi-
ast, especially watching RAW Wres-
tling, the New York Giants and the
Yankees. But more than anything,
she loved watching her grandchil-
dren grow up to be wonderful young
adults.

Carmella was predeceased by her
husband, retired Lt. Thomas P.
Stevenson of the Westfield Fire De-
partment, in 2008, and a grandson,
James Stevenson Warnock, in 2007.

She is survived by her daughter and
son-in-law, Elizabeth Stevenson-
Warnock and James Warnock of Free-
hold; her grandchildren, Jessica L.
Warnock of Coventry, R.I. and

Michael P. and Thomas
A. Warnock, both of
Freehold, and younger
twin sisters, Mary Morse
of Freehold and Jane
Starr of Rahway.

A visitation will be
held at the Clayton &
McGirr Funeral Home,
100 Elton-Adelphia
Road (Route 524), Free-
hold Township, today,
Thursday, September 5,
2013, from 4 to 8 p.m.
Relatives and friends are
invited to attend her
10:30 a.m. graveside ser-

vice at Fairview Cemetery, 1100 East
Broad Street, Westfield, tomorrow,
Friday, September 6, 2013.

In lieu of flowers, memorial con-
tributions may be made to the James
Stevenson Warnock Memorial Schol-
arship, Freehold Regional High
School District (FRHSD), c/o The
Warnock Family, 91 Harding Road,
Freehold, N.J. 07728 and would be
appreciated. For information, direc-
tions or condolence messages to the
family, visit
www.claytonfuneralhome.com.

September 5, 2013

Carmella Stevenson

WELCOME BACK...Parishioners will have an opportunity to catch up and
welcome newcomers during St. Paul’s Episcopal Church’s “Welcome-Back
Picnic” on Sunday, September 15. The picnic will take place on the side lawn of
the church following the 10 a.m. service. Pictured, parishioners Mike Ellison and
Jay Hogge, foreground, grill hot dogs for a previous annual picnic. St. Paul’s
Church is located at 414 East Broad Street in Westfield.

St. Paul’s Church Posts Date
For ‘Welcome-Back Picnic’

WESTFIELD — St. Paul’s Epis-
copal Church will present its gala
“Welcome-Back Picnic” immediately
after the 10 a.m. service on Sunday,
September 15. This event will serve
as an opportunity for parishioners
who have been away during the sum-
mer to reconnect with one another
and for parishioners to meet new-
comers to the church.

The day of the picnic also will
mark the start of the Sunday-school
year for youngsters from 1-year-old
to graduating seniors from high
school.

Several grills will be operating
during the picnic, providing hot dogs,
hamburgers and grilled-cheese sand-
wiches. Sodas, as well as a variety of
salads and condiments, will be avail-
able as well. All food and labor will
be donated by St. Paul’s parishio-
ners. Games for children will add a
festive note to the day.

Anyone interested in experiencing
the liturgy of St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church is invited to attend the 10
a.m. service and come to the picnic
afterwards on the side lawn of the
church. Dress will be picnic-casual.

The church is located across from
Mindowaskin Park at 414 East Broad
Street in Westfield. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 232-8506, exten-
sion no. 10, or visit
stpaulswestfield.org.

Holy Trinity Seniors
To Start New Season
WESTFIELD — The Holy Trin-

ity Senior Social Club will meet on
Monday, September 9, at 1:30 p.m.
in the new parish center. During this
meeting, Father Matt Looney will
discuss upcoming trips for the club.
The parish center is located adjacent
to the church on Westfield Avenue in
Westfield.

Members are asked to pay their
$10 dues at this meeting. The in-
crease is due to an increase on essen-
tials that the club uses at its meet-
ings. Attendees also are asked to
bring items for the Food Pantry.

Next month’s meeting will be held
on October 7, instead of October 14,
because the latter date is Columbus
Day and buildings will be closed.
More information will follow.

Westfield Area ‘Y’ to Host
90th Anniversary Festivities

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area “Y” has announced that it will
celebrate its 90th anniversary on Sun-
day, September 15, between 1 and 4
p.m. at the Main “Y” Facility, lo-
cated at 220 Clark Street in Westfield.

The entire community is invited to
join the “Y” for the celebration and to
attend the free festivities, which will
be held rain or shine inside the “Y”
and outside on Ferris Place.

From its humble beginnings in
1923, the Westfield Area “Y” has
played a pivotal role in the commu-
nity. Today, the “Y” has approxi-
mately 11,000 members and provides
a variety of programs and services to
meet the needs of each generation.

Free activities for the whole fam-
ily will include: Inflatable obstacle
courses and bounce house; a disc
jockey playing music from the
1930s through today; indoor climb-
ing wall; sand art necklaces; bal-
loon artist; face painting; Westfield
Area “Y” and Y-USA History Trivia;
Healthy U Kids Games and Interac-
tive Nutrition Activity; soft-play fun
for young children; and an oppor-
tunity for visitors to paint their own
vision of the “Y” on the “Y”’s large

canvas.
There also will be prizes and give-

aways as well as free refreshments
for all, such as hot dogs, fruit, pop-
corn, water and ices. Uncle Louie G
Italian Ices and Ice Cream of
Westfield will donate the ices.

Westfield Food Pantry personnel
will be on-site collecting “healthy
food” donations. The Pantry spe-
cifically requests: powdered milk
(packaged as individual envelopes);
fruit in cans (preferably in water);
beans (dried or in cans); tuna; pea-
nut butter; 100 percent fruit juice
boxes and canned tomatoes/tomato
sauce. The Food Pantry requests that
donations not be in glass containers.

Flu shots also will be available
and provided by CVS Pharmacy
from noon to 3 p.m. Co-pays vary.
Participants are asked to bring their
insurance card.

The Westfield Area “Y” has been
serving the communities of
Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside
and Westfield since 1923. To learn
more about Westfield Area “Y” pro-
grams, visit westfieldynj.org. Fi-
nancial assistance is available for
those who qualify.
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Martin Robins to Be Next
Speaker In Hale Series

WESTFIELD — Westfield resi-
dent Martin E. Robins, director
emeritus of the Alan Voorhees
Transportation Center at Rutgers
University, will discuss “New York
Direct” in the third
talk of the 2013 Anne
and Lee Hale Speaker
Series. Mr. Robins’
speech is scheduled
for Wednesday, Sep-
tember 11, at 7 p.m. at
the Westfield Memo-
rial Library. The li-
brary is located at 550
East Broad Street.

As Union County’s
representative on the
board of trustees of the
Raritan Valley Rail
Coalition, Mr. Robins
is involved in the cam-
paign to ensure that NJ Transit de-
ploys new dual-powered locomo-
tives on the Raritan Valley Line to
provide a one-seat ride to Penn Sta-
tion in New York.

Mr. Robins, a graduate of
Princeton University and Harvard
Law School, founded the Voorhees
Center’s predecessor organization,
the Transportation Policy Institute,
in 1998. At Rutgers, he wrote mul-
tiple reports and studies on trans-
portation finance, pedestrian safety
and organization of intercity rail,
among other topics.

From 1994 to 1998, Mr. Robins
was project director of Access to
the Region’s Core that examined
the need for a new trans-Hudson
passenger rail tunnel. His previous

posts included service
as director of NJ
Transit’s Waterfront
Transportation Office,
director of planning and
development for the
Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey,
and deputy executive
director of NJ Transit.

A Westfield resident
since 1967, Mr. Robins
is past chairman of the
town’s planning board.

The Speaker Series,
now in its sixth year, is
named in honor of Anne

Hale, an active community mem-
ber who died in 2007, and her hus-
band, Lee, the Series founder, who
passed away earlier this year. Fund-
ing comes from the Thomas Glasser
Foundation and the Lee and Anne
Hale Fund. The series is hosted by
the Friends of the Westfield Memo-
rial Library.

Previous speakers in the 2013
series included Dave Brown, former
quarterback for the New York Gi-
ants, and Margaret McMenamin,
Union County College president.
Band leader David Aaron will wind
up the series with a talk on Wednes-
day, November 6.

The Robins talk will be open to
the public but pre-registration is
required. To register, call the li-
brary at (908) 789-4090, extension
0, or access wmlnj.org and click on
Online Calendar.

Martin E. Robins

Dr. Eck to Be Speaker
For AARP Meeting

SCOTCH PLAINS – The first
meeting of the 2013-2014 year of
Westfield Area Chapter 4137 of the
American Association of Retired
Persons will take place on Monday,
September 9, at 1 p.m. All meetings
are held at the Scotch Hills Country
Club, located at the intersection of
Jerusalem Road and Plainfield Av-
enue in Scotch Plains.

During this meeting, Dr. Alieta
Eck will explain Obamacare as it
affects the senior population. A doc-
tor in internal medicine and a recog-
nized advocate for better health care
for senior citizens, she also will speak
about her involvement in her clinic.
Dr. Eck was a United States Senate
candidate in the recent Primaries
who garnered 20 percent of the vote.

Members are reminded to bring to
the meeting a non-perishable food
item, canned or packaged; paper
products or personal items, such as
toothpaste or shampoo, for the
chapter’s ongoing support of the
Westfield Food Pantry.

The business meeting will begin
at the conclusion of the program.
Refreshments and fellowship will
follow. Dues of $10 may be paid at
this meeting. The dues year runs
from September to June.

Garden Club of Westfield
To Move to St. Helen’s

WESTFIELD — The Garden Club
of Westfield, Inc. has announced that,
beginning on Tuesday, September 10,
its monthly meetings will be held at
The Parish Community of Saint
Helen, located at 1600 Rahway Av-
enue in Westfield, in the Msgr. Meany
Parish Center. The meeting will take
place from noon to 3 p.m.

The Garden Club of Westfield wel-
comes anyone interested in its activi-
ties to attend a meeting and become
acquainted with its members. During
the upcoming meeting, participants
will review new projects and proce-
dures for the coming 2013-2014 club
year. The club presently consists of 53
members dedicated to stimulating in-
terest in gardening, horticulture, flower
arranging, civic beautification and
protection of the natural environment.

Some of the club’s key projects are
maintaining the flower tubs in down-
town Westfield; tending the Blue Star
By-Way Memorial Garden in
Tamaques Park and providing Christ-
mas wreaths for the Westfield munici-
pal buildings. The club also provides
weekly fresh floral arrangements to
the Westfield Memorial Library.

On Thursday, September 26, at 6
p.m. at Williams-Sonoma in Westfield,
Jane Manniello and Rosemary Shire,
both members of The Garden Club of
Westfield and Master Gardeners of
Union County, will present a short

program entitled “Putting Your Gar-
den to Bed — How to Winterize Your
Garden.” This program will be free to
the public and all are welcome.

For more information, visit
gardenclubofwestfield.org and the
club’s Facebook page.

Philoptochos to Offer
Vintage Items

WESTFIELD — The Philoptochos
Society of the Holy Trinity Greek
Orthodox Church will sponsor “Vin-
tage Treasures and Classic Col-
lectibles” in the Bouras Center, lo-
cated at 250 Gallows Hill Road in
Westfield. Admission will be free.

The sale will take place on Thurs-
day, September 12, from 9:30 a.m. to
6 p.m. and Friday, September 13, from
9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. On Friday from
opening until 2 p.m. most items will
be half-price, and a Bag Sale will be
held from 2 p.m. until closing at 4 p.m.

The “Vintage and Classic Col-
lectibles” event will feature new and
slightly used jewelry, scarves, belts,
handbags, silver, china, linens, small
appliances, small furniture, children’s
toys, games and books. Proceeds will
benefit the Philoptochos’ many chari-
table commitments.

For further information, call
Cynthia at (908) 232-0646 or e-mail
Julie at exarha@comcast.net.

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-13002941

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-59507-09

Plaintiff: TWO RIVER COMMUNITY BANK
VS.
Defendant: JOSEPH KANIA, SUZANNE

KANIA, JOSEPH A MAURIELLO, OVERLOOK
HOSPITAL, NEW CENTURY FINANCIAL SER-
VICES, BERGEN CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
AND CACH OF NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 09/25/2013
Writ of Execution: 07/02/2013
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Fifty-One Thou-
sand Eight Hundred Eighty-Three and 87/100***
$51,883.87.

Concise Description of Property
All that certain lots, pieces or parcels, with the

buildings and improvements thereon erected,
situate, lying and being in the Town of Westfield,
County of Union and State of New Jersey:

Street: 154 Summit Court
Nearest Cross Street: Rahway Avenue
Tax Lot and Block No.: Lot 17, Block 5504
The property is subject to no prior Mortgages.
The property is being sold subject to any and

all tenancies, possessory interests and/or leases
affecting the premises not made party defen-
dants.

As the above description does not constitute a
full legal description, said full legal description is
annexed to that certain mortgage recorded on
May 11, 2005 in Mortgage Book 11156 at Page
0200 in the Office of the Register/Clerk of Union
County and the Writ of Execution on file with the
Sheriff of Union County.

The approximate amount to be satisfied by the
sale of this property as of July 2, 2013 is
$52,552.70 is consisting of $51,883.87 and at-
torney fees and costs $668.83.

Total Upset:  ***Fifty-Four Thousand Two
Hundred Thirty-Two and 30/100*** $54,232.30
together with lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
FOSS, SAN FILIPPO & MILNE
225 BROAD STREET
PO BOX 896
RED BANK, NEW JERSEY 07701-0896
(732) 741-2525
4 T - 08/29, 09/05, 09/12
& 09/19/12 Fee: $197.88

CONTACT We Care Slates
Training of New Volunteers

WESTFIELD — CONTACT We
Care, a suicide prevention and crisis
intervention hotline with listening cen-
ters in Westfield and Morristown, will
hold its next round of training for
volunteers on Wednesday, September
18, beginning at 7 p.m. at the Summit
YMCA, located at 67 Maple Street in
Summit. Volunteer listeners and texters
are trained to help save lives and ease
crises and find their efforts extraordi-
narily rewarding, said Sue Fasano, the
hotline’s director of programs.

“CONTACT We Care wouldn’t
exist without our volunteer listeners
and texters,” said Ms. Fasano. “We
wouldn’t be here for people in need if
it were not for them. They know that
and find what they do very gratifying.”

CONTACT We Care serves Central
and Northern New Jersey and is a pri-
mary responder to calls to the national
suicide prevention line (1-800-273-

TALK or 1-800-SUICIDE) that origi-
nate in New Jersey. Callers also reach
CONTACT by dialing (908) 232-2880
or texting “CWC” to 839863.

Volunteers are trained to respond
to people at risk of suicide or in
crisis with an empathetic ear and to
help them see they have options,
according to Ms. Fasano. Volunteers
can work at either the hotline’s
Westfield listening center or its new
Morristown listening hub.

The volunteer training course be-
gins with a three-hour orientation that
is followed by three-hour evening
classes once per week for 12 weeks,
with a one-week break. The only ex-
pense is $75 to cover the cost of train-
ing materials. Anyone interested in
becoming a volunteer listener or seek-
ing additional information should con-
tact Ms. Fasano at (908) 301-1899 or
sue.fasano@contactwecare.org.

Seasons to Resume
Meetings Sept. 12

WESTFIELD — Seasons, a sup-
port group for divorced, separated
and widowed individuals of all
faiths, as well as anyone who has
experienced the loss of a relation-
ship, will resume its meetings on
Thursday, September 12. Meetings
will continue through June 26. All
are welcome.

The first meeting will be a pizza
party social event to afford new and
established members the chance to
meet one another. There will be no
charge for this meeting.

Seasons is designed to provide
assistance in the journey toward the
healing of emotions and spirit
through group discussions, guest
speakers and social activities. Meet-
ings are held every second and fourth
Thursday from 7:15 to 9 p.m., at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
the activities center building, located
at 1600 Rahway Avenue in Westfield.

For more information, call Joan
Hernandez at (908) 930-2791 or e-
mail 2008seasons@live.com.

P. Mark Martini, a candidate for Union County Freeholder, recently took a break
from the campaign trail to marry his fianceé, Kathryn, to become Mr. and Mrs.
Philip Mark Martini. Mark and Kathryn held the wedding ceremony and
celebration at the Short Hills Club in Short Hills, N.J. The bride and groom had
an intimate celebration with family and close friends. The guests celebrated late
into the evening and were entertained by two long-standing Jersey bands, the Phil
Engels Band and The Party Dolls. The newlyweds escaped to the South of France
for their honeymoon. The bridal party included the bride’s and groom’s children,
Caroline Martini, Sophia Martini, Ali Juliana and Nina Martini as maids of
honor and Philip Martini and Nicholas Martini as the best men.

Westfield Area ‘Y’ Highlights
Special Events For September

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area “Y” has announced special
events that will be held during Sep-
tember at the Main “Y” Facility,
located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield, or at the Robert and Vir-
ginia Bauer Family Branch, located
at 422 East Broad Street in Westfield.
All events will be free and open to
the community.

On Wednesday, September 11, the
“Y” will partner with Overlook Medi-
cal Center to offer a glucose screen-
ing from 10 to 11:30 a.m. at the Main
“Y” Facility. Participants need to reg-
ister by calling 1-(800) 247-9580.

The “Y” will hold a community
celebration on Sunday, September 15,
from 1 to 4 p.m. at the Main “Y”
Facility to celebrate its 90th year, fea-
turing food and festivities for adults
and children of all ages. Activities will
be held outside on Ferris Place and
inside the Main “Y” Facility.

In partnership with Spencer Bank,
the “Y” will celebrate its 90th anni-
versary with a Family Movie Night
on Friday, September 20, at dusk at
the Elm Street Field across from Stop
& Shop. Participants are invited to
bring a picnic blanket and enjoy Dr.
Seuss’ The Lorax. A free gift will be

given to the first 500 families. The
rain date is Saturday, September 21.

A Tae Kwon Do Open House will
take place on Saturday, September
21, at the Robert and Virginia Bauer
Family Branch. The schedule is as
follows: Noon to 1 p.m. — See a
class in action; 1 to 1:30 p.m. —
Meet the instructors; 1:30 to 2:30
p.m. — Bullying Prevention Semi-
nar (for children); 2:30 to 3:30 p.m.
— Adult Self Defense seminar (for
adults). Interested persons are asked
to contact Amanda Aguirre at
aaguirre@westfieldynj.org or (908)
233-2700, extension no. 258.

A “Back to School Health” pro-
gram will take place on Tuesday,
September 24, from 7 to 8 p.m. at the
Main “Y” Facility. Heather Marino,
a Registered Dietician with ShopRite
of Garwood, will present healthy
breakfast and snack options. Recipe
ideas and samples will be provided.

For more information about
Westfield Area “Y” programs, visit
westfieldynj.org. Financial assistance
is available for those who qualify.Rosary Altar Society

Plans Showboat Trip
GARWOOD — The Rosary Altar

Society of the Church of St. Anne in
Garwood has planned a trip to the
Showboat in Atlantic City for Sun-
day, September 29. The bus will leave
from St. Anne’s Church, located at
325 Second Avenue in Garwood, at
11:30 a.m. sharp and will return at
approximately 9:30 p.m.

The cost is $30 per person with a
slot return. Interested persons are
asked to make their reservations as
soon as possible by calling Jennie at
(908) 789-0778 or Eileen at (908)
789-0414.

Library Reps to Give
Talk to Genealogists

WESTFIELD — Mary Ellen
Rogan, assistant director of the
Plainfield Public Library, and Sarah
Hull, head of the Local History De-
partment, will be the guest speakers
at the Thursday, September 12 regu-
lar meeting of the Genealogical Soci-
ety of the West Fields. They will
speak about the preservation of an-
cestral records and pictures.

Ms. Rogan will provide some an-
swers and suggestions on maintain-
ing these items. Ms. Hull, with her
expertise in photographs and digiti-
zation, will offer tips on ways to
preserve family images.

This meeting will begin at 1 p.m. at
the Westfield Memorial Library, lo-
cated at 550 East Broad Street. Light
refreshments will be served during a
question-and-answer period follow-
ing the presentation.

The public is invited to attend. For
more information about this program,
upcoming events and membership,
call President Nancy Humphrey at
(908) 612-6029 or e-mail her at
nlhumphrey315@hotmail.com.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Local Networking Group
Can Boost Your Business

TAKING THE LEAD…Westfield BNI’s New Leadership Team: Dr. Yeon Shim,
Dan Weiniger and Harvin Freedman.

WESTFIELD — Westfield’s local
BNI International chapter has an-
nounced its new board and openings
for new members. BNI is an interna-
tional networking organization and
the Westfield chapter is one of the
most active chapters in the region.

BNI members on average increase
their business 20 percent during the
first year in the group. The Westfield
chapter is a dynamic, committed group
of 40 business people who success-
fully referred almost two million dol-
lars in business to each other over the
past 12 months. This is one of the most
profitable BNI groups in the Northeast.

BNI welcomes individuals who
will bring enthusiasm and integrity
to the group, which admits only one
person per professional specialty in
each chapter. This allows that spe-
cialist access to more concentrated,
high-quality referrals.

The Westfield chapter starts its new
year on October 1, 2013 with newly
elected board members: Dan Weiniger
of Home Video Studios as president,

Harvin Freedman of Freedman Ac-
counting Services CPA as vice-presi-
dent and Dr. Yeon Shim of Roselle
Podiatry Group as secretary/treasurer.

The new leadership plans to con-
tinue and build on the strong tradition
of the Westfield BNI chapter. Dan
Weiniger, the incoming president,
stated, “This year’s leadership team
plans on optimizing each member’s
experience to help them get the most
of business through the philosophy of
Giver’s Gain.” If you would like to
grow your business through a refer-
rals base proven system, please con-
tact Dan Weiniger from Home Video
Studio at weinigerontheweb@aol.com
to learn more.

Would your business benefit from
more quality referrals? And would
you and your business grow from
meeting and building relationships
with 40 of Westfield’s finest entre-
preneurs?

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Probitas Verus Honos

WESTFIELD
ELECTRICAL SERVICE

908-668-0490

All types of electrical work and repairs
for your home, store or office

Reliable quality service since 1929

All work performed by clean,
cautious & experienced electricians

Lic # 14073

Generators
Whole House Generators
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2013 All-Corbin Team
Probitas Verus Honos
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********* Welcome to The Sixteenth Annual All-Corbin Team: *********
The All-Corbin Team is dedicated to the Adult Softball Leagues, Girls Softball and Youth Baseball Leagues. The selections are based entirely on neat-looking plays, fan participation and interesting positions.
  1. Most Witnessed Play at Home – Westfield White catcher Tom DeRosa vs Millburn at Gumbert 2 Field.
  2. Best Force out at Home – Westfield softball 12s Julia Romano getting Springfield’s Sophia Ritter.
  3. Most Secured Score – Aiden Kearney  (Westfield Blue 9s) vs Long Hill – catcher John Lindewirth
  4. Best  Slide at Home on Passed Ball – Jack DiFilippo (Westfield Blue12s) under John Kaminskas (SPF Blue)
  5. Best Senior “Moment” 50+ Concentration at Plate– Pete Chemidlin (Family Investors)
  6. Closely Observed Play at 1st – Westfield Silver 10s 1st baseman Drew Pink – Zack Repetto (Branchburg)
  7. Most Relaxed Putout  – Westfield Blue 12 1st baseman Mike Carlone – Union’s Drew Darby
  8. Near Perfection on Mound After Decades of Effort – Frank Chupko (St. Bart’s Oldtimers League)
  9. Best Pitching Extention by Visitor– Connor Dreyer (Long Hill 9s)
10. Best Swing in Girls Softball League – Tessa Verga (Westfield Blue Devil 12s)
11. Best Steal of 3rd – Nick Merkel (SPF Blue 12s) – Westfield Blue 3rd baseman Matt Crowley

12. Best Rundown Scene – Dom Maurillo (Westfield 11s) – Ryan Sherman (New Providence 3rd baseman)
13. Most Serious Look to the Plate – John Thorburn (Westfield Silver 10s)
14. Best Senior 50+ Force Out  – Linwood Inn 2nd baseman John Esposito – Tom Colandro (Awnings Galore)
15. Longest Stretch at 1st – Dylan Budnik (Cranford 12s 1st baseman) – SPF Raiders Mike Dieu
16. Best Tip-Toe Back to 1st – Jeremy Ruka (Cranford 11s) – SPF Raider 1st baseman Nick Hughes
17. Best Stance at 1st – Evan Kanterman (Cranford 11s 1st baseman) – Matt DelGado (SPF Raiders)
18. Coolest In-Action Shot –Danny Kohler (Westfield Silver 11U SS) – Ryan Sourborn (South Orange)
19. Closest Call at 2nd – St. Anne Second baseman Harry Semple taging St. Alexander’s Chris Nardi
20. Safest Slide at Third – Westfield Blue 9s Aiden Kearney – Long Hill third baseman Jake Oleske
21. Best Senior 50+ Slide – Jim McCullough (Roselle American Legion) into Family Investors Rick Regenthal
22. “Team Supreme”  – The Stage House – Scotch Plains Men’s Softball League A Division Champs

St. George Wins St. Bart’s Crown
Over St. Jude – Story Next Week
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WHS Second in ShopRite Cup,
Two Points Behind Millburn

Millburn’s move from Group 3 to
Group 4 last school year proved ben-
eficial for the Millers and frustrating
for WHS.

Millburn won the 10th ShopRite
Cup’s Group 4 trophy as the state’s
top big school with 56 points, with
WHS close behind at 54. They were
closely followed by Columbia and
Hunterdon Central at 52, and then
Livingston and Southern, both with
49. This is a team-only competition
and to score points you have to win a
sectional title; points are also deducted
for ejections during each season.

The Millers did not back into the
title. They beat WHS head to head in
the sectional finals of boys soccer,
girls tennis and boys tennis on the
way to state championships in those
sports. WHS would have obviously
won the ShopRite Cup if any one of
those three results was switched.

Well, as the Brooklyn Dodgers fans
used to say, there’s always this year.
And WHS has a very strong athletic
2014 class, so it should be in the
middle of the hunt again.

Other champions were: Kingsway
(Group 3), Haddonfield (Group 2),
Metuchen (Group 1), Christian Broth-
ers Academy (Parochial A), Villa
Walsh Academy (Parochial B).

The only other Union County
schools in the top five of their group
were Summit (fifth in Group 3) and
Oratory (third in Parochial B).

FOOTBALL UPDATE
The WHS football team starts the

2013 season as New Jersey’s sixth
all-time winningest school with 585
victories. Ahead of the Blue Devils
are Phillipsburg with 641, Montclair
602, Hammonton and Paulsboro 598
each, and Atlantic City 586.

The Long Branch-Bayonne-WHS
scrimmage on Aug. 27 was historic.
It was the first time WHS ever went
with 22 different starters, i.e., no two-
way starters. And while the results
were pretty good – slightly better
offensively then defensively – it would
be a surprise if Chris Sweeney, Joe
Scaglione, Dylan Elliott and Eugene
Rawls remained one-way players.

The offense moved the ball, with
Rawls running and Chris Hogge
throwing to the Elliott brothers and
David Kane. And the defense, despite
yielding some huge early yardage,
shut the door late in the scrimmage –
perhaps testament to the two-platoon
system used on a hot day.

Here is the 2013 WHS schedule,
which starts a week from today with
Lizzy-Beth coming to town for a 3
p.m. kickoff. It’s the same teams and
order as last year, when the Devils
went a disappointing 2-8, ending their
run of six straight winning records.
Coach Jim DeSarno was 42-20 his
first six seasons. Expect a 180-degree
turnaround season.
Sept. 12 Elizabeth, 3
Sept. 21 Hillsborough, 2
Sept. 27 at Phillipsburg, 7
Oct. 4 at Hunterdon Central, 7
Oct. 12 Union, 2
Oct. 18 at Franklin, 7
Oct. 25-26 bye (my 50th reunion week-
end, and no game!)
Nov. 1 at Bridgewater-Raritan, 6
Nov. 9 Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 2
Nov. 15-16 playoffs, TBA
Nov. 22-23 playoffs, TBA
Nov. 28 Plainfield, 11
Dec. 6-7-8 playoffs, TBA

It would appear the WHS-SPF ri-
valry has gotten a reprieve. It looked
like WHS would have to drop SPF or

Plainfield, both Group 3 schools now,
due to the power point system used for
the playoffs. But the NJSIAA has ruled
that only seven of the first eight games
will count toward the playoffs. So
Westfield should still be able to con-
tinue playing its two top football rivals.

WHS leads the SP-F series 37 wins,
13 losses, 2 ties. It’s the third oldest
rival for the Devils, behind Plainfield
(108 games) and Rahway (60).

The first meeting was in 1929 and
WHS won 20-0. It was just Scotch
Plains High School back then and
they played at what is now Park Inter-
mediate School (then the high school).
The series was discontinued and
didn’t restart until 1961, when WHS
joined the Watchung Conference. The
teams have met every year since with
the lone exception being 1990.

The Westfield Football Parents
Association will host a Kickoff Party
on Saturday, 7-11 p.m., at the Knights
of Columbus on North Avenue. Tick-
ets were to have been purchased ($35)
by August 31 from Michele Ehrhart
… but late arrivals may be accepted at
the door.

BASKETBALL UPDATE
Junior Danny Mitchell will miss

the 2013-14 basketball season after
suffering a torn ACL this summer
while playing at Brown University.
Mitchell was WHS team captain as a
sophomore and would have been the
leading returning scorer this winter,
after scoring 205 as a sophomore.
More important, he had 101 assists
and also led the team with 62 steals.

“I feel badly for Danny. He was
one of the hardest workers I have ever
coached,” WHS coach Daryl Palmieri
said. Mitchell will hopefully be run-
ning again in the late spring or sum-
mer to prepare for his senior season.

LEGION UPDATE
In 1956, Post 3 sponsored a Westfield

entry in the Union County American
Legion League for the first time. Joe
Freeman, Mount Howarth, Red
MacCloskey and Martin Burke formed
a super solid coaching quartet.

Although that first team finished 4-
7-1, it did include a future big leaguer
in Jeff Torborg, although most of the
catching duties that summer were
handled by Bill Clarke.

Freeman was assisted by Al Moeller
the next year and the team won its first
UC title. In fact, over the next 15 years
won nine UC titles and three times
finished runnerup in the New Jersey
State Tournament – 1964, 1966, 1970.
Those teams were coached by Moeller
and, at different times, Freeman, Les
Myers, Norm Koury and, starting in
1970, Dick Hartnett.

At the same time, Robert Turner’s
semipro Westfield Merchants of the
Union County and Plainfield Twilight
leagues made Westfield one of the state’s
top baseball towns in the 1960s.

With Union County Tournament
titles by WHS in 1963, 1966 and
1968, you could make a strong case
for Westfield as the county’s baseball
capital during the ’60s.

Sadly, this summer Post 3 joined the
Merchants in the “where have they
gone?” category. For the first time in
57 years, there was no organized base-
ball for high school players or recent
graduates. The proliferation of travel
teams and their “elite” showcase tour-
naments – with the potential for col-
lege scouts and possible college schol-

arship money (with potential and pos-
sible being the key words there) – have
stuck a fork in another part of
Westfield’s sports history.

ICELAND UPDATE
Chris Jacob (’74) and Paul

Harbaugh (’80) completed the 155-
mile RacingthePlanet: Iceland, a 155-
mile walking journey around Iceland
on Aug. 10. And the Paul Jackson
Fund, for whom they dedicated their
amazing journey, is already $12,400
richer from contributions. Jacob and
Harbaugh are hoping that, before all
is said and done, their trip will have
brought $15,000 to the cause. You
can still help out by going to
pauljacksonfund.org, click on the pic-
ture of Harbaugh (without the
Norseman headgear) and make a con-
tribution.

About their epic trip, Harbaugh
noted that “we made our mark on
Iceland, which is a lot bigger than it
looks on a globe.” He then added “we
come from the land of ice and snow,
with the midnight sun and the hot
springs blow.”

Then he got serious about the over-
all trip.

“This started out as a way to chal-
lenge ourselves, see the country and
create some cash and awareness for the
Paul Jackson Fund,” Harbaugh said.
“Our goal was to raise $100 a mile
($15,500) and currently we’re at about
$12,500 . . . a good day’s work, no
doubt, but short. And if short was good
enough, we’d both be sitting on a chunk
of lava somewhere outside Reykjavik.
So if people forgot to go on the website
to drop a couple of coins in the bucket,
or if they thought maybe we were just
kidding and really went to Vegas, they
still can make a donation.

“The PJF has done great things and
with your help will continue to do so.
The last kilometer in Iceland was
great, but the $15,500 finish line is
what counts.”

IN PASSING
Ray Gilday and Art Tyler, two of

my favorite all-time parents, passed
away a week apart in June. Ray was
the dad of Dan Gilday (’84), the high
school’s first lacrosse all-American.
Art was the father of Jim Tyler (’79),
an outstanding end/safety on the ’78
football team.

Jane Harvey passed away in Au-
gust at the age of 95. She was the
mom of four outstanding Blue Devils
– Pete (’67), Dave (’70), Bob (’71)
and Chris (’77).

BOOK REVIEW
“Covered Wooden Grandstands”

has gone to a second printing, having
sold out its original 500 copies. The
book takes a look at semipro/ama-
teur/town baseball in New Jersey,
from the 1880s through 2011. While
concentrating on the local teams and
players, there are stories about Babe
Ruth, Ty Cobb, Christy Mathewson
and Negro League teams barnstorm-
ing through N.J. And there are also
stories from six other states.

Among the outstanding writers in-
volved are WHS graduates Joe
Sullivan (’70), Steve Merrill (’71),
Bruce Moran (’76) and Bruce Johnson
(’63), plus familiar names like Paul
Franklin, Lowell Snare, Bob
Klapisch, John Harper, Bob Decker,
Phil Anastasia and others.

The book is available at the Town
Book Store on East Broad Street, or
by contacting me at bj1019@aol.com.
Cost is $25 per book; $30 if you need
it shipped.

Next up is a history of WHS sports,
from 1897-2014, which hopefully will
be ready for the holiday season of 2014.
Check your scrapbooks and photo al-
bums for stuff that can be used!

The Devil’s Den appears in The
Westfield Leader on the first and third
Thursday during the school year.
Contact us with comments, com-
plaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. And remember,
win or not, Whs4evr!

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is

reserved for the select few who consistently deliver

value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and

grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an

inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com

Direct:  (908) 301-2015

Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerMoves.com
© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

SR. OBLACHINSKI ASSUMES QUARTERBACK POSITION

Cougar Gridders Hustling
To Be Ready on ‘First Snap’

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

New faces will be looking to fill
some big shoes, but this year’s
Cranford High School football team
has a number of returning veterans,
especially in the defensive second-
ary, and a promising group of sopho-
mores, who have the ability to add
depth and make a strong contribu-
tion.

Two years ago, the Cougars won
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
title and last year, with quarterback
Reggie Green, who was recruited by
the University of Pittsburgh, the team
won its first playoff game before ex-
periencing a setback at the hands of
Palisades Park in the semifinals to
finish with a 7-3 record. Additionally,
the Cougars must replace a very com-
petent group of linebackers and line-
men.

“We’ve got a lot of new faces. What
they lacked in experience, they made
up in effort and a lot of hard work in
the off-season. They expect to win

like we have been able to do the last
few years. We do have to get them in
the fire and ready to perform as soon
as possible. We have a lot of guys who
can play football. They just need to
do it at a varsity level,” Cougar Head
Coach Erik Rosenmeier said.

The young Cougars got their first
test at the varsity level in a scrimmage
game with Wayne Valley on August
27.

“We had our first scrimmage against
a good Wayne Valley team. At the
beginning, we weren’t very good.
But what I was proudest of was they
knew they weren’t very good and
they fixed it during the scrimmage.
That shows some maturity. It shows
some toughness. We have to under-
stand that in a game situation, we
have to be ready from the first snap
and we have to play until the last
one,” Coach Rosenmeier said.

Senior John Oblachinski, who was
Green’s primary target last year with
25 receptions for 235 yards and also
ran the ball for a touchdown and a

two-point conversion, has shifted to
quarterback. He will man the
cornerback position on defense. Last
year he led the team with six intercep-
tions.

“We expect big things from him.
We think he’s one of the best athletes
in the county. He can do a lot of things
for us at the quarterback position
both running and throwing that’s go-
ing to put pressure on the defense.
This is his first year starting as a
varsity quarterback. We have to un-
derstand that that is where he is at this
point. The sky is the limit for what
he’s going to be able to do,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

Sophomore Jack Schetelich has
shown promise as the backup quar-
terback, and Oblichinski will be work-
ing with some experienced running
backs in senior Joe DaSilva and jun-
iors Donavin Walker, Luke Christiano
and Kevin Trotter. Sophomores Sean
Leonard and Ahmad Davis will also
add some depth.

Prudential Real Estate received the highest numerical score among full service real estate firms for first-time and 
repeat home buyers and first-time home sellers in the proprietary J.D. Power 2013 Home Buyer/Seller Study.SM

Study based on 4,371 total evaluations measuring 5 firms and measures opinions of individuals who bought and 
sold a home in the past 12 months. Proprietary study results are based on experiences and perceptions of
consumers surveyed April-June 2013. Your experiences may varyYY . Visit jdpower.com
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING TO GET TO THE OUTSIDE...Cougar quarterback John Oblachinski, No. 12, tries to escape the grasp of a Wayne
Valley defenseman in the scrimmage game at Memorial Field last week. More photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

Each office independently owned and operated

188 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 233-8502

www.westfieldkw.com

Douglas L. Wyckoff
Sales Associate

(908) 400-2596 cell

Marjorie T. Brown
Sales Associate

(201) 889-1734 cell

PROVEN APPROACHES PLUS 
HARD WORK EQUAL RESULTS

give us a call today
…there is a difference
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Cougar Gridders Hustling
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

CAPTAINS — SCAGLIONE, SWEENEY, KANE, HUGHES

Football Blue Devils Return
Seasoned Group of Players

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Hard knocks from the past year
may turn out to be a benefit to this
year’s Westfield High School foot-
ball team that returns a majority of
seniors and juniors who were starters
on the 2012 squad. The road was
indeed rocky last year, but this sea-
son the Blue Devils may be returning
the favor despite having one of the
toughest schedules in the state.

“We’ve had a productive camp and
scrimmaged on Tuesday [August 27].
We did some good things and looked
over some things. We spent this week

trying to fix their mistakes, and I
think the kids were very receptive to
that. We had a good summer of con-
ditioning. The strength training, I was
very pleased with the work. We are
just in the grind of training camp and
we are trying to finish up on a positive
note We are moving forward,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Jim DeSarno said.

Heading up the offense will be se-
nior Chris Hogge and his backup is
junior Andrew Malacrea.

“Chris got some varsity action last
year. He’s got a really strong arm.
He’s figuring it out on the fly, and
he’s done a pretty good job of it. He’s

getting better every day. He threw the
ball very well in our scrimmage,”
Coach DeSarno said.

Working in Hogge’s favor is a solid
receiving corps who were all starters
last year. Seniors David Kane and
Dylan Elliott will be at tight end and
split end, respectively, and junior Sean
Elliott is the flanker.

“All three of our receivers were
starters last year, so those guys have
to help him. They know how to play
on this level. They know the speed of
the teams we play on the varsity level.
They’ve got to get open. They’ve got

ZAZZALI, CIMRING, KORDUBA NAMED SPF CAPTAINS

Raiders Return Experience,
Much Depth in Boys Soccer

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Reloading, a common yearly term
for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys soccer team, should be
pretty much the same this season with
17 returning lettermen, which in-
cludes six who were starters.

Considering that last year’s Raid-
ers, who ranked very near or at the top
in the state most of the season, fin-
ished with a 19-1-3 record and pre-
sented the school with its 16th Union
County (UC) Tournament champi-
onship and Head Coach Tom
Breznitsky with his 14th, the outlook
is very good.

“We have, probably, the best depth
and versatility in this particular group,
especially within the juniors, who
were all on our team last year. It helps
you out tremendously when you are
playing three games a week and have
some injuries. I see us playing any-
where from 15-16 kids every game,”
said Coach Breznitsky whose career
record has elevated to 636-151-55
(.809 percent).

The Raiders have selected seniors
Christian Zazzali, Alex Cimring and
Dan Korduba as the team captains.
Zazzali, a First Team All-UC and
Third Team All-State Central Divi-
sion selection last year, will move up

to the forward position to work with
junior Justin Rodriques and senior
Brian Rubin.

“Up front, Christian Zazzali, who
is the team leader and great athlete,
and Justin Rodrigues, who has gotten
much better from last year, are who
we look to be our main goal-scoring
threats,” Coach Breznitsky added.

Although the Raiders graduated
two outstanding athletes with An-
drew Leischner and Colin Stripling,
the midfield is still expected to be
formidable with sophomore James
Murphy (First Team All-UC, Second
Team All-State Central) in the center
with junior Zach Lipshitz and Cimring

on the sides. Also senior Eduardo
Arocha and juniors David Valian
and Dan Babis will add depth
and versatility.

The Raiders have three return-
ing starters on defense with
sophomore Joey Bianco (First
Team All-State Central) and se-
niors Devin Glover and Mike
Walsh. Others with experience
are sophomore Jake Longo and
juniors John DelSordi, Chris
Isolda and Garret Zito.

“As far as our defense is con-
cerned, it’s been outstanding with
three starters returning. I am very
pleased with the defense. Same
with the midfield! Although we
have a couple of new guys linked
up there, James Murphy, one of
the best high school players in the
state, is the leader of that group.
Zach and Cimring have come on
and formed, for the most part, a
pretty consistent group similar to
Murphy, Stripling and Leischner
from last year. We are pretty close
to the strength in the midfield that
we had last year, which was the

strongest of our team, allowing us to
play a very nice possession type of
game,” Coach Breznitsky said.

Korduba, a Coaches Second Team
All-State Central and First Team All-
UC selection last year, recorded 12
shutouts and yielded just 15 goals.

According to Coach Breznitsky,
“Dan is one of the better goalkeepers
in the state. He had 12 shutouts last
year. He’s got good size. He and Mike
Walsh played in the Club Nationals,
which is one of the highest levels that
you can get.”

The Raiders also have several tal-
ented newcomers with sophomore
goalie Tyler O’Brien, midfielders
Zack Halma (sophomore) and Conor
Danik (junior), junior forward Chris
Gibbons, and junior defender Brian
Howard and sophomores Julian
Korduba and Alex Guevara.

“We have some very experienced
and good soccer players. I think we
are going to have a season that is
pretty darn close to what we had last
year,” Coach Breznitsky predicted.

The Raiders will host Parsippany
Hills in their season opener this Sat-
urday, September 7, at 2 p.m.

“Our success is evidenced in our results.”
Michael Scott, Manager

Congratulations Agents of the Month!

Virginia Garcia
Sales Associate

Lisa Stafford
Sales Associate

Susan Checchio
Sales Associate

WESTFIELD $1,349,000
Under construction New Westfield Colonial, 5
brs, 4 bath, 3500 sq.ft. featuring custom millwork
and appointments. MLS 2999581

WESTFIELD $1,229,000
Spectacular 5BR, 4.1BA CHC, 2-story foyer, FR
w/gas fp, Butler's pantry w/wet bar, Gourmet Kit
w/SS appl, MBR w/gas fp/spa bth. MLS 3030297

WESTFIELD $1,149,900
Historic Elegant Circa 1744 Col on 1+acre
landscaped grnds w/patio & barn, LR w/blt-ins &
fpl, updtd kit w/brkfst area, FDR. MLS 3048608

WESTFIELD $899,000
Home/Prof. Office w/5 lrg BRs and 3.5BA.
Office has sep. entrance w/2 offices, 3 exam
rooms, lrg waiting rm & 1 bath. MLS 3026230 

WESTFIELD $850,000
Classic English Tudor, 4BR, 4BA, orig drs, mold-
ings, beamed ceil & stained glass wndws, land-
scaped yard, picturesque setting. MLS 3050933

SCOTCH PLAINS $699,000
Stunning 5BR, 4BA Exp. Ranch, 1.5acres of wooded
prop, open flr plan, upscale amenities, finished base-
ment, great location. MLS 3056162

WESTFIELD $749,000
Classic Colonial 4 Bedrooms, 2.2 baths, 2 car
garage, in-ground pool, new roof, windows, fin-
ished basement, quiet street. MLS 3068960

WESTFIELD $589,900
Spacious split level, 8RM, 3BR, 2.5BA, 1st fl FR,
Lrg property on quiet cul-de-sac, 2Frpls, updtd
bth, built-in 2 car garage. MLS 3055920

SCOTCH PLAINS $580,000
Spacious bi-level in Parkwood Section w/4BR, 3
full BA, well maintained w/upgraded windows,
great potential. MLS 3060436

SCOTCH PLAINS $539,000
Spacious 4 bedroom, 3 bath expanded Ranch,
gourmet Kitchen, Den, Family room, Deck and
patio on wooded lot. MLS 3053518

WESTFIELD $529,000
Large 3 bedroom, 3 full bath Cape with updat-
ed eat-in Kitchen, Family Room and CAC.
Close to everything. MLS 3063485

SCOTCH PLAINS $339,900
Move right in! Updated, well maintained &
charming, this 2 bedroom, 1 bath Colonial has it
all. MLS 3068054

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the Coldwell Banker Corporation.

Experience,
Trust, Reliability & Service

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555
Coldwell Banker Home Loans

Call now for pre-approval • 888-317-5416
ColdwellBankerMoves.com

www.facebook.com/ColdwellBankerWestfield

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate 
NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977-2010, 2012 

600 North Avenue W, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-0065 x6417 

Exquisite Center Hall Colonial features beautiful hardwood floors, embellished moldings, 

custom built-ins & fabulous updates. Classic foyer, front-to-back living room with marble 

surround fireplace & formal dining room add to the elegance of this home. A gourmet 

kitchen opens to a breakfast area & into the family room addition. The second floor 

boasts a master suite with luxurious bath & custom-outfitted WIC, two additional nice-

sized bedrooms & an updated bath. Finished third floor with sitting area, bedroom &  full 

bath with access to a customized WIC. Outside you will find beautiful gardens with lush 

plantings, slate patio & a white picket fence. Presented for $1,275,000. 

© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker© is 
a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate 

LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportu-

nity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC. 

Should Oblachinski decide to go to
the air, he has senior wide receivers
Jack McCaffrey and Geddy Warner,
and sophomore Joe Norton, along
with tight ends Steve Baglieri (se-
nior) and junior Jake Matthews. The
backfield expects to get breathing
room from senior center Rob
DelSanto, senior guards Rob
O’Shaughnessy and Jon El-Khoury,
sophomores Will Fries and Kevin
Doran, and senior tackles Mike
Pastore, Brian Bruns and Ryan Drew,
and junior Nick Ballas.

“We have a lot of sophomores on
the field. We are going to be able to
play a lot of guys this year,” Coach
Rosenmeier noted.

Baglieri, Bruns and Ballas are ex-
pected to man the defensive ends,
while Pastore, O’Shaughnessy, Fries
and Doran will plug the interior line.
The linebacker crew will be
DelSandro, sophomore Niko
Cappello, Matthews, junior Colin
Scanlon, Drew and Davis.

On the corners will be Oblachinski,
Walker, Leonard and McCaffrey, and

the safeties will be DaSilva, Trotter,
Christiano and Schetelich.

“Our most experience returns in
the secondary. We expect to be good
in that area. One of the keys in the
scrimmage was that we were able to
stop them in the short yardage situa-
tions. It proves to us that we can play
defense and to do it all the time. Play
the next play and win the next play,”
Coach Rosenmeier said.

Veteran senior Troy Ketler is ex-
pected to handle the kicking respon-
sibilities, but Norton is expected to
be a strong backup.

The Cougars’ schedule does not
get any easier and they will jump
right into the fire with their season
opener at Watchung Hills on Thurs-
day, September 12, at 7 p.m.

“That schedule is certainly a chal-
lenge. We don’t really sweat any-
body. We just want it to be fair for
everybody our size to get a similar
schedule. For now, we have to play
the schedule that’s in front of us, and
I can promise we will show up every
week,” Coach Rosenmeier said.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAIDER BOYS SOCCER CAPTAINS...Pictured, left to right, are: Alex Cimring, Dan
Korduba and Christian Zazzali, who have been selected as team captains of the Raider
boys soccer team this season.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING PAST THE DEFENDERS...Junior flanker Sean Elliott slipped by several defenders to score a touchdown in the
scrimmage game against Somerville on August 31. More photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

Probitas Verus Honos
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Football Blue Devils Return Seasoned Group
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

to run good routes to make a first-
year quarterback as good as he can
be,” Coach DeSarno said.

Senior Eugene Rawles is the start-
ing running back with sophomore
Sid Douglas as the backup. Junior
Nick Buontempo will occupy the full-
back position. Senior fullback Mike
Hughes is presently out due to injury.

“Eugene has had a nice camp. He’s
working hard. He’s got good speed.
He’s figuring out where the holes are
and how the schemes are run. The
more reps he gets, the better he gets,”
Coach DeSarno said.

With the present structure, the of-
fensive line will feature a host of
new faces with junior Nick Costa
(right tackle), senior Brian Moum
(right guard), sophomore Tom
Morley (left guard) and senior Chip
Mulrooney. Senior Jack Kessler will
be the center.

“The line is new. Jack Kessler was
the only starter last year. We are gel-
ling and trying to get the right combi-
nation together,” Coach DeSarno said.

The Blue Devils’ most experience
group will be the defensive line with
seniors Joe Scaglione (tackle) and
ends Chris Sweeney and Tom Ander-
son. Junior Harry Williamson will be
the other starting tackle.

“We have more defensive starters
back, so our defense is a bit ahead of
our offense. Some days the defense is
definitely ahead of the offense, and

some days the offense does good
things. It’s been pretty competitive,”
Coach DeSarno said.

Junior Jackson Simcox will head
up the linebackers’ corps, which in-
cludes outside linebackers Luke
Prybylski (junior) and sophomore
Mike O’Connor, and sophomore in-
side linebacker Kevin Frega.

“Jack led our team in tackles last
year. We are not looking at him as a
junior, we are looking at him as an
experienced starter. He’s got to be a
leader on defense. He’s got to be
vocal and be helping the other line-
backers. He’s a quality kid,” Coach
DeSarno said.

Junior Matt Catanzaro and sopho-
more Brett Robertshaw will be at the
corners and senior Holden Ehrhart
will be at safety.

“Matt Cat[anzaro] got some time
last year and Holden was our safety.
Robertshaw is learning on the fly. We
are a work in progress in the back of
the defense, but they are taking the
coaching and are getting there,” said
Coach DeSarno, who added, “With-
out a doubt our defensive line, I ex-
pect to step up this year. They got to
make some plays. They got to take
the pressure off the younger guys.
Going in that’s what we look at as the
strength of our team.”

On special teams, Scaglione will
do kickoffs, Ehrhart will punt and
Hogge will handle the points after

and field goals with Catanzaro as the
holder and Simcox as the long snap-
per. Dylan Elliott and Rawles will
receive the kickoffs and Catanzaro
will return punts.

“Chris has got a nice leg. He did all
of our JV extra points last year. He’s
done well in our scrimmages. We are
working a new kicker and a new
holder this year, so we have to prove
ourselves,” Coach DeSarno said.

The Blue Devils will host Eliza-
beth in their season opener on Thurs-
day, September 12, at 3 p.m.

“We have got to be disciplined. We
got to line up correctly. We have got
to be solid in our assignments. I am
looking forward to a much improved
season over last year,” Coach DeSarno
said.

SENIORS GEE, TROTTER TO BE TERRORS ON OFFENSE

Cougar Soccer Boys Looking
To Form Strong Team Bond

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Greg Campbell introduced a new
system when he became the head
coach of the Cranford High School
boys soccer team last year, and with a
large senior class, his team became
more competitive as the season pro-
gressed and finished with a 7-12-5
record.

“Last year we made some really
good strides. We started out a little
rough trying to implement a new sys-
tem. We really made some headway
as we went,” he said.

This season, Coach Campbell has
the opportunity to mold his Cougars
into the type of team that he really
wants.

“We lost a lost 14 seniors. There
are some upsides and some pitfalls
with that. Obviously replacing 14
guys on the roster means that you
have to pull up some kids who don’t
have a lot of varsity experience. By
clearing out that much roster space,
you also open a lot of available play-

ing time. Younger guys knew, com-
ing into this season, there are a lot of
spots to compete for and we have
seen a lot of improvement in our
players coming up,” Coach Campbell
said.

Despite having a very young squad,
Coach Campbell has seen some re-
markable progress.

“We have a much smaller senior
class this year. That being said, there
is a much higher level of competition,
because we don’t have as many es-
tablished positions. Guys are really
battling it out for these spots. So far
the system has really worked out.
There is a really good team atmo-
sphere, and we have had good results
in our first two scrimmages — 7-0
against Fair Lawn and 4-1 against
Woodbridge,” he said.

The few remaining senior veter-
ans, however, have a lot to offer the
young squad. Andrew Gee has shown
strong leadership as a center
midfielder.

“He’s going to be playing an at-

tacking midfielder spot, basically run-
ning point in the center. He is going to
be a real focal point for us. He has a
lot of skill and really good field vi-
sion. I think we’ve begun to imple-
ment a system that really plays to a lot
of his qualities. I am looking for him
to have a big season,” Coach Campbell
said.

“Mr. Hustle” Tommy Trotter pos-
sesses the ability to badger opposing
teams’ backfield and goalies.

“The kid never stops running. He’s
a great example in training sessions.
We couldn’t ask for a better striker.
He has really found, from last year to
this year, a nose for the goal. Some
strikers just know where to be and it’s
certainly the case for him,” Coach
Campbell said.

Two other seniors, Kyle Mallon
and Medo Mansour, figure to be in-
fluential up front. Also in the midfield
will be juniors Mark Christiano and
Moises Phillipsborn.

“We’ve had some nice additions,

Westfield Office
185 Elm St • 908-654-7777

www.weichert.com

InsuranceClosing ServicesMortgagesReal Estate

Peter
Lisciotto

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 9/8  1–5PM

CRANFORD. Spectacular custom built 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Tudor style
home. One of the Marquee residences of Cranford. Warm, inviting, luxurious
home with private grounds including 2 car attached garage, spacious deck,
and gazebo for entertaining. This home includes country kitchen opening
into Family Room with wood burning fireplace. Master Bedroom suite on
first floor can easily accommodate a Mother/Daughter option. Directions:
Riverside Drive to right on Kensington; turns into Belmont. $649,000.

Martha
Schilling

SPLIT LEVEL

SCOTCH PLAINS. Sprawling split level home situated on .92 acres
of park-like property featuring 5 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, living room with
fireplace, bow window and gleaming wood floor, formal dining room,
large eat-in kitchen and family room with easy access to patio, yard and
built-in pool. The recreation room with adjoining bath could be used
as an au-pair suite. Many updates include windows, furnace, CAC,
driveway, roof and more! Call for your private showing. $729,000.

Albert “Al”
Antoine

CRANFORD. Northside custom Tudor. 5 Bedrooms, 2 Bath, LR w/WBF, FDR,
large FR w/slate floor and built-ins. Crown base trim throughout, HWF, newer Pella
and Marvin replacement windows. New boiler 2011, new HWH 2011, Timberline
Camelot roof 2010. Abundant cabinets and granite countertop in kitchen. Professionally
landscaped 1/4 acre and rear paver patio. Highly regarded Cranford school system with
convenient train/bus transportation to NYC. Close to downtown dining and shopping.
Directions: Riverside Dr. right on Henley becomes Dunham #11 on left. $659,000.

Associate of the Month

Jacqueline
“Jackie”
Waldman

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 9/8  1–5PM

MOUNTAINSIDE. Custom Colonial Home situated on more than a half acre of
manicured property featuring 5 BR, 4 full baths, 2 half baths with 3 car attached garage.
This distinctive home boasts a FLR w/fireplace, FDR, library/study, den w/wet bar &
fireplace. Gourmet EIK, 2nd floor Master Bedroom w/bath, 4 additional Bedrooms &
2 full baths, 1st floor laundry/pantry, ground level FR /game room w/fireplace, summer
kitchen/au pair suite w/private entrance, Central Air. Directions: New Providence Rd
to Deer Path or Glenside Ave. Turn Right on Deer Path #1491. $899,999.

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 9/8  1–5PM

Frances “Fran”
Bradley

and
Ebtsam “Sam”

Sayed

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. Beautiful new Colonial with exquisite attention to detail
at end of tranquil cul-de-sac. Bluestone columned front porch; Hardi-
Plank siding; 6 BRs include 1st floor. guest suite; spacious Master Suite
with fireplace; designer kitchen with stainless appliances, cherry cabinets,
granite and center island; walk-up attic; bonus room; 3-car attached
garage. Elegant millwork and tasteful decor throughout. Great location on
quiet street blocks from schools and close to town/train. $1,445,000.

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. Incomparable 5 BR Colonial marrying classic old world
beauty with quality modern amenities. Elegantly appointed LR w/dual-
sided fireplace and French doors, custom mill work and recessed lighting.
FDR with custom shades and window treatments. Kitchen with granite
countertop, high end appliances, open to FR with French doors to private
patio. Garden room with vaulted ceiling, cove lighting, copper sink,
Italian tile floor with radiant heating. HWF throughout. $1,295,000.

Patricia
O’Connor

WTA Open Singles
Tennis Ladder Results:

The eighth and final reporting pe-
riod has come to a close with 18
matches played and members jock-
eying for playoff position. Andrew
Federbusch captured the 2013 regu-
lar-season crown by avenging his pre-
vious loss to Blair Lehnert in a 6-4. 6-
1 win. This is Federbusch’s fifth pe-
riod at the top this season.

Lehnert dropped to number two.
Prior to his win, Federbusch suffered
his second loss of the season in a
close 6-4, 7-6 (7) defeat to Robert
Errazo. The third spot was secured by
Errazo with a 6-1, 6-2 win over Marc
Rappoport, who stayed at the fourth
position. Ren Gao maintained the fifth
spot with wins over Tuyen Diep (6-4,
6-2) and Francis Adriaens (6-0, 6-4).

After a back-and-forth battle with
Richard Pardo over the course of the
season, Adriaens’ four matches for
the period were enough for him to
capture the most active designation
for the season. Eighteen members
have qualified for the playoffs which
will begin immediately. All match
activity should be reported to Rich-
ard Pardo at rspardo531@msn.com.
1.Federbusch(9)* 15.Dave Ferio(7)*
2.B Lehnert(10)* 16.Dan Ives (7)*
3.Rob Errazo(11)* 17.Tim Lough (7)*
4.Rappoport(10)* 18.E Bronander(7)*
5.Ren Gao (8)* 19.I Bouchouev(2)
6.Tuyen Diep(14)* 20.Jerry Beal (4)
7.Rich Pardo(21)* 21.Er Ben-Hayon(4)
8.F Adriaens(22)* 22.Tyler Becker(2)
9.R. Motwani(10)* 23.Chris Miller (4)
10.Jon Jacobs(8)* 24.Evan Borak (1)
11.Josh Suri(13)* 25.Parag Patel (1)
12.Jeff Brinker(9)* 26.Andy Cohen(4)
13.J Krauss(7)* 27.El Ben-Hayon(1)
14.D Loffredo(8)* 28.Vito Nisita (1)

29.Andy Stephenson
( ) cumulative matches played
*Denotes match played in current re-
porting period

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HEADING FOR THE TD...Blue Devil split end Dylan Elliott, No. 10, heads for
the end zone after receiving a pass from quarterback Chris Hogge in the
scrimmage game against Somerville at Kehler Stadium.CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TESTING OUT THE NEW SYSTEM...The Cougars, in white uniforms, entertained Fair Lawn in a scrimmage game
recently and tested out their new system under Head Coach Greg Campbell.
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Cougars Seeking Strong Bond
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Fanwood Corner Store
34 Martine Ave. (Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

King’s Market
300 South Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Scotch Plains
Mountain & Park Ave. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

Exxon Tiger Mart
421 Central Ave. (Leader)

Krauszer’s
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Robert Treat Deli
113 Quimby St. (Leader)
Westfield Mini Mart

301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood TIMES:
7-11 of Mountainside

921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)
Garwood Shoprite

563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave. W.(Leader/Times)

Baron’s Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Westfield Train Station
South side (Leader/Times)

Miln Street Market
103 Miln Street, Cranford (Leader)

And Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team

Call Jon Bramnick

We Have Three Former Prosecutors

908-322-7000

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

www.jonbramnick.com

                DWI Charges?

McQUOID, GARY, MAXWELL TO LEAD ‘D’; THOMAS ‘O’

Raider Footballers to Focus
Offense on Speed, Quickness

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Changes have been made in this
year’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School football team’s offense to bet-
ter suit the abilities of its personnel,
who can no longer rely on a sizeable
line to open holes for the running
backs.

“We think we have some nice weap-
ons. We changed our offensive phi-
losophy. We were ‘Multiple I’ for 20-
some odd years, an offense that did a
lot of great things, but we don’t have
the muscle to get people out of the
way the same way. We have speed.
We have guys, who are quick, and

that’s what we are going to take ad-
vantage of,” Raider Head Coach Jon
Stack said.

That transition actually began mid-
way through last season when Coach
Stack shifted the quarterback respon-
sibilities to Emendo Thomas, then a
sophomore. This season, Thomas will
be working with tailbacks Kobe
White, a junior, and senior Sam
McQuoid, who from time-to-time will
occupy the fullback position. Junior
Kevin Maxwell will also be at the
fullback position. Sophomore
Marquel Taylor will be the backup
quarterback.

“We have a young team this year.
Only five seniors, who are going to be
starting. [We have] a lot of juniors.
We are putting in a read option of-

fense for the advantage of Emendo,
who came on last year and rushed for
over 400 yards. With Kobe White, I
think we have a nice 1-2 punch with
the read option. It will make it diffi-
cult for teams to defend,” Coach Stack
said.

Junior Ryan Jensen and sophomore
Mike Dwunfour will be the tight ends.
Seniors Owen Monahan and Joe
Pagano are expected to be the starting
wide receivers; however, several play-
ers will rotate in and out, including
juniors Jordan Jones, Merlin Edmund
and Cameron Smith.

“We are also looking to throwing a
lot more jet sweeps, taking advantage

of some of our more speedy guys.
Jordan, a speedy wide receiver,
Cameron, Merlin Edmund. We have
two nice tall outside receivers, Joe
Pagano and Owen Monahan. Owen,
Joe and Emendo had worked together
coming up with some different routes.
They are big targets, not to mention
they block downfield,” Coach Stack
pointed out.

The offensive line consists of
sophomore left tackle Rashan Gary,
junior left guard Mike Daszyk, junior
center Todd Ryan and some others,
junior right tackle Pierce Johnston
and senior right guard Nick Hall.

“We have a very young line. Guys
who were tight ends before, now be-
ing put to the guard spot. We had
three 300-pounders on the ‘O’ line.
We definitely lost that, but what the
guys are doing so far, they are faster,
they get on their blocks and they do a
lot of nice position blocks that we are
very happy with,” Coach Stack said.

On defense, Gary [6’4" 280-lbs]
will plug up holes as the nose guard;
however, he may also be shifted along
the line to confuse opponents.
Dwunfour will be at left end, Hall at
tackle and Daszyk will be at right
end. Maxwell and junior Brendan
Kelly will be the middle linebackers.

“We have Rashan. He’s going to
play nose. He’s going to play D-end
on both sides. The whole idea with
him is we don’t want other teams
getting the idea where they are going
to double team him. We are going to
move him around and take advantage
of his athleticism. Rashan makes other
players better. Nick Hall is looking
great. The two of them are a big force.
Then behind them we have Kevin
Maxwell, who is the leader on our
defense. He plays sideline-to-side-

line, makes great reads,” Coach Stack
said.

McQuoid and Jensen will be the
outside linebackers.

Coach Stack said, “Sam was inside
last year. He will be our strong-side
outside linebacker. He wants to react.
He wants to be physical. Our weak
side outside linebacker is Ryan
Jensen, also returning. Big body!”

The Raiders have several person-
nel for the corner positions, includ-
ing juniors Andrew Ciccarino and
Edmund. Pagano will be the safety
with senior Charles Taylor as a solid
backup.

“We have a lot of corners. Our

corners are Andrew and Merlin, but
we can put Emendo, Kobe, a new
senior Andy Xu, Cameron, Jordan.
We like to rotate corners for cover-
age, keep their bodies fresh,” Coach
Stack explained.

The punting responsibilities have
been delegated to Jones. The Raiders
are still working with the kickoffs,
but Ciccarino is a possible candidate.

The Raiders will open their season
at Governor Livingston on Thursday,
September 12, at 4 p.m.

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, September 8th • 1-4 PM
8 Burrington Gorge

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
 An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Westfield.  Newly Listed custom home in convenient Franklin School location.
Expansive property-professionally landscaped. Versatile floor plan to accommodate
today's lifestyle offering 5 bedrooms and 4 full baths plus family room and rec
room and 2 car attached garage. Custom built-ins accent formal diningroom and
family room- tastefully appointed.  Eat in kitchen overlooks patio and opens to
private sun room.  Elegant and warm, move in and enjoy upcoming holidays for
both formal and causal entertaining.  Make this your next home. Directions:
Lawrence Ave to Barchester to Burrington Gorge. Offered at $975,000.

Bernadette Houston, CRB

Direct: 908-301-2039
Cell: 908-209-3370

houston460@aol.com

Broker / Salesperson

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, September 8th • 1-4 PM
40 Highlander Drive

Scotch Plains.  Newly listed Custom ranch set on close to an acre of beautifully
maintained property.  4 bedrooms and 2 full baths, family room with sliders overlooks
the private wooded lot and in ground pool, eat in kitchen designed to please.  Gracious
home with lovely wood floors in living and dining room. 2 car attached garage and
easy one floor living. Lower level offers rec room and plenty of storage. Directions:
Cooper Rd to Heather Lane and left on Highlander. Offered at $619,000.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

READY TO MAKE AN IMPACT...This year’s Raider football team is preparing to make an impact with several talented
players. Pictured, left to right, are: sophomore lineman Rashan Gary, senior fullback/linebacker Sam McQuoid, junior
quarterback Emendo Thomas and junior fullback/linebacker Kevin Maxwell.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 09/12/13, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-1C, 1st Floor E & O
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
Median Crossover Protection Contract # 13, Contract No. SWI123680; Various
Locations on Route 15, Route 24, I-280, I-287 and I-80; Township of Springfield,
Summit, Township of Millburn, Township of Parsippany-Troy Hills, Union County,
Essex County, Morris County, Sussex County and Warren County

Federal Project No: NHP- C00S (512) UPC NO: 123680; DP No: 13143
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 N.J.A.C 17:27.
For Federal projects, Bidders must register with both the New Jersey Department of

Treasury, Division of Revenue pursuant to N.J.S.A 52:32-44 AND the “Public Works
Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L.2003, c. 91) prior to
contract execution.  Appropriate proof of these registrations should be provided to NJDOT
as soon as possible.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at Bid
Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe
follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents and plans
and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are directly
payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected
(BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the
following locations:

200 Stierli Court 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, New Jersey Cherry Hill, New Jersey
973-770-5141 856-486-6624

3 T - 08/22/13, 08/29/13 and 09/05/13, The Leader Fee: $183.60

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

ALOCOHOL BEVERAGE CONTROL

LICENSE TRANSFER

Take Notice that L & D Fanwood Enter-
prises, LLC trading as The Fanwood Ale
House has applied to the borough of
Fanwood to transfer the Plenary Retail
Consumption License No. 2005-33-003-
012 for premises located at 15-19 South
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey heretofore
issued to Fanwood Ale House, Inc. trading
as The Sun Tavern.

The persons who will hold an interest in
this license are:

Frank X. Lindlaw, 113 Dickson Drive,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

Robert J. DeStefanis 834 Bowline Drive,
Forked River, New Jersey 08731

Objections, if any, should be made im-
mediately in writing to: Eleanor McGovern
Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Fanwood
75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey 07023.

The Fanwood Ale House
15-19 South Avenue

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
 2 T - 8/29/13 &
9/5/13, The Times Fee: $49.98

who have made great strides in the
off-season, Kyle on outside wing and
Medo on the other. In the center we
are running two juniors who have
shown great promise, Mark and
Moises, who have done a nice job
controlling that central midfield
tempo. They are learning to play with
and for each other,” Coach Campbell
said.

Senior returning starter Peter Strotz
is expected to be a leading defender
as the outside right back. “He’s al-
ways a solid defender, not afraid to go
in for a 50-50. He wins a lot of head-
ers,” Coach Campbell said.

Senior Brandon DeOliveira will be
the stopper, junior Chris Didzbalis
will be at left side back and junior
Erik Monteagudo will be at sweeper.

“Brandon has been playing club
ball, but he came out for the school
program this year. He has been a rock
at that stopper spot, and he can really
play with his feet as well. He has
good field vision at that spot. Chris
and Erik have really set up that back
line, so I am excited moving into the

regular season,” Coach Campbell
said.

Competition also exists for the
keeper position with senior Ian Hay
and sophomore Dominic Meliado.

“They each bring different things
to the table. Ian is a big body. He
covers a lot of the net, and he’s tough
to get around to put that ball in.
Dominic is a little bit smaller, but he
has a little more technical ability. He
has had some pretty extensive keeper
training, and he has a feel for the
position

The Cougars are eager to get into
action when they open their season at
St. Joseph’s on Saturday, September
7 at 10:00 a.m.

“Our mental outlook is really great.
Because there is so much competi-
tion and I took a smaller number of
players. When there is that many
fewer guys to find playing time for, it
benefits everybody, because every
guy is going to see playing time every
single game. We are well on our way
to forming that team bond that is so
necessary,” Coach Campbell said.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BATTLE OF THE COLORS...The Lady Blue Devils soccer team and Hunterdon Central Red Devils battled in a srimmage
game at Kehler Stadium last week. The Blue Devils will open their season at Watchung Hills this Saturday at 10 a.m.

Recent Home Sales

Fanwood: 06/27/13
Bonnie Ellen Testa to Beth Kaiser

and Adam Philip Schwartz, 9 Byron
Lane, $435,000.

Harriet V. Gyarmati to Michal
Czajka, 20 Waldon Road, $438,000.

Fanwood: 07/04/13
Patrice and Crawford A. Simms to

Stephen A. and Jennifer Simms, 107
Farley Avenue, $310,000.

Luis A. Guzman and Edna Trujillo
to Marvin R. and Jennifer A.
Cardenas, 74 Willoughby Road,
$445,000.

Estate of Bhupal Chandra Kar to
GNRS Investments, LLC, 1577 East
Second Street, $350,000.

Fanwood: 07/10/13
Bayberry Culinary Consultants,

LLC to 383 South Ave Limited Li-
ability Company, 383 South Avenue,
$430,081.

Scotch Plains: 05/03/13
Estate of Mabel J. Blythe to

Konstruct Enterprises, Inc., 1430
Martine Avenue, $600,000.

Scotch Plains: 06/21/13
Pamela T. and Jeffrey Rogers and

Bruce B. Trano, Sr. to Craig and
Ayeisha Brown, 334 Cedar Grove
Terrace, $415,000.

530 Park Ave Corporation to Owen
A. and Brenda Anderson, 530 Park
Avenue, $150,000.

Charles Kelk, IV and James Kelk
to Maria Cimino, 423 Cook Avenue,

$225,000.
Jon A. and Melanie Chiodo to Yan

Ge, 405 Westfield Road, $388,000.
Jin-Keon Pai and Soo-Jung Pai to

Yiana Stavrakis and Gianpaolo
Cifelli, 514 Victor Street, $389,000.

Dionisio Pagarigan and Iluminada
Pagarigan and Leo E. Pagarigan to
James D. Sanborn, 2 Canterbury
Drive, $295,000.

Guy G. and Cheryl A. Werner to
Drew and Adena Weisholtz, 2251
Old Farm Road, $485,000.

Russell Neil McCaffery to Stephen
K. and Susan R. Bishop, 841 Ternay
Avenue, $510,000.

Delnero Family Revocable Trust
to Jing Pan and Xiongwen Tang, 2208
Algonquin Drive, $439,000.

Nancy Weinstock to John and
Shaily Dalesandro, 2090 Princeton
Avenue, $391,000.

Peter E. and Laura A. Busch to
Pedro Oliveira, 2165 Shackamaxon
Drive, $215,000.

Michael and Susan A. Kiel to Rob-
ert J. and Michelle Donson, 18 Ram-
bling Drive, $763,000.

Mathukutty and Deenamma
Mathan to Anand R. and Anuja

Mahadeshwar, 5 Morgan Way,
$655,000.

Joanne Solodar to Scott Finter and
Suzanne Bender, 38 Wareham Vil-
lage, $255,000.

Estate of Edwin Adam to Michael
T. Walsh, 12 Burnham Village,
$260,000.

Michaeline Hamilton to Anna
Herstatt, 24 Burnham Village,
$280,000.

Carole C. and N. Norman Ring to
Merry Corlett Wisler, 22 Tisbury Vil-
lage, $331,000.

Anthony L. Acampora and Sharon
Kelly Doyle to Michael and Veronica
Kautz, 4 Fox Court, $705,000.

Scotch Plains: 06/27/13
Estate of Margaret L. Oakley to

Laura M. and Grant M. Watt, 530 Park
Avenue, $153,000.

Charles M. and Alix  L. Hilken to
Andrew D. and Celeste A. Ponzio,
2009 Prospect Avenue, $275,000.

Estate of Felicia A. Stewart to John
and Linda Simpson, 389 Park View
Drive, $286,000.

Martin Garay and Rosario Garay to
DLJ Mortgage Capital Inc., 201
Harding Road, $648,660.

Brian W. and Kelly M. Jaczko to
David P. Koerner, 2080 Maplewiew
Court, $336,000.
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Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Removal
Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425  • Call 908-232-4407 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

POWER WASHING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and

Snow Removal Services
908-756-0090   www.grimebustersnj.com

Free Estimates / Fully Insured

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Goods & Services You Need

QUEST “FOR
PERFECTION”

Home Improvements
Kitchens • Baths

Countertops • Windows

Fine Carpentry

Basements • Tile Work

qhiwnj@comcast.net

908-654-1899
NJ Lic. #13VH01315500

Free Estimates • Insured

No sub-contractors!

PANICKING
 WITH A LEAKY ROOF?

Expert Repairs!

 732-396-1562
Call 732-816-1558 or

Gary Blindt
Committed to quality & great prices

Fully insured & licensed for 32 yrs.

*A small company with a big heart*

High Tech Roofing

www.hitekrof.com

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

POLICE BLOTTER
Fifty Yrs. After MLK Speech People

Feel Their Votes Do Not Matter
As I re-read the transcript of Dr.

Martin Luther King Jr.’s speech in
Washington, D.C. on the 50th Anni-
versary of the march in Washington,
a particular line stood out to me even
over the eloquence of the rest of
them.

It was when he said that, “We can-
not be satisfied as long as a Negro in
Mississippi cannot vote and a Negro
in New York believes he has nothing
for which to vote.” The first half of that
line is thankfully no longer true, but
what stood out to me was the second
half. Because 50 years later, as I cam-
paign around my district, I still hear
far too often that people feel as though
there is nothing to vote for. “Why
vote?” they ask. “Nothing is going to
change anyway.” But now there is one
big difference: today the staggering
truth is that the feeling of hopeless-
ness at the polls is colorblind.

What he was referring to is today
called “voter apathy.” In fact, I would
go so far as to say that in that regard,
we have regressed from the times of
Dr. King. Sure, more people can vote.
But less people who vote feel as
though their vote matters. Today, I
hear far too many people complain
that no matter who they vote for,
nothing will change. Union County
voters have resigned themselves to
disappointment out of frustration.
They have resigned themselves to
higher taxes. They have resigned
themselves to one-party rule. They
have resigned themselves to corrup-
tion and nepotism.

My incumbent opponents for the

position of State Assembly in Legis-
lative District 20 have not had com-
petition in nearly a decade. That lack
of competition and the corruption it
breeds catalyzes voter apathy. Why
vote when the outcome is impossible
to avoid? In return, voter apathy
breeds lack of competition. And the
incumbents fight hard to keep it that
way. I remember after my debate for
Township Committee in Union last
year, Assemblyman Joe Cryan, who I
couldn’t have imagined at the time
would be my competition this year,
approached me. “When are you go-
ing to come join our side?” he said
with a smile. I was shocked and
humbled in the moment. “Someone
wants me on their side? I must have
done something right!” Until I real-
ized that this is how they function.
When you have that much power, any
threat to it is silenced not through
vanquishing them at the polls, but by
handing them a position or job. Then
they become the boss.

In reality, a lot of people I know,
particularly my Hispanic family, for
years refused to vote Republican and
were satisfied with no competition.
They thought that all Democrats in
power – with their promises of mak-
ing our lives better and being the
more inclusive party – would help
them. Until they realized that at the
end of the day, it isn’t the promises
someone makes that matters. It is the
promises they keep.

Some elections aren’t about party,
and for me, this is one of them. This is
about voters having something to vote
for in our county, other than “Demo-
crat 1” or “Democrat 2.” Our Gover-
nor inspires voters, and it is because he
has done an amazing job at helping
our state. It’s time to help finish the job
statewide, and to start it here in Union
County. I chose to run for the position
because I chose to not accept that we
have to keep being lied to and strung
along by our Assembly members and
Freeholders. I chose to run because I
refused to accept that I have no voice.
I chose to try and fight to be the voice
for others that they feel as though they
don’t currently have.

Will I get to be one of those voices
for District 20? I don’t know. That is
for the voters to decide in November.
But one thing was for sure: I wasn’t
going to sit back and let that decision
be made for us yet another year.

Christopher Hackett
Assembly Candidate

R-LD20, Union

Labor Day Ends with a New Year
And a New Beginning

Lawsuit filed Seeks Access to
Generatorgate Public Records

As summer comes to a close and
fall begins, we start anew. Labor Day
officially ends the summer season
and children return to school. I am
beginning a new journey in my life to
fulfill public service in a way I have
never done before. I seek the faith
and trust of my fellow residents of
Union County.

On Saturday night, August 30,
many people of my Jewish faith be-
gan to recite prayers known as
“Selichot,” a series of penitential
prayers and liturgy. These prayers
are said on a daily basis up until the
day of atonement known as “Yom
Kippur ”. In between Rosh Hashanah
(the Jewish New Year) and Yom Kip-
pur are the “10 days of repentance.”
We are atoning for the sins that we
have committed in the last year as we
begin a new year. Although we may
not necessarily be worthy of forgive-
ness, we ask to be dealt with kindly.
We also give charity to those who are
less fortunate. By bringing compas-
sion into the world, we hope that we
too will merit to receive compassion
as well.

Even though I have been involved
in politics in various ways for a long
time, it was never my intent to seek
any type of political office at this time
in my life. However, I was approached
and asked by people to do so. “My
feeling is when you are called to
fulfill public service by your fellow
citizens, you answer the call of duty.
“

I have stressed a couple of times in
this campaign that I am not perfect. I
am always open to change and new
ideas. A Rabbi from ancient times
named Hillel says in a book known as
“Pirkei Avot” “Ethics of our
Fathers”:“Don’t judge your friend
until you are in his situation.” Politics
often times is a very unpleasant situ-
ation and people seek to past judg-
ment on candidates without keeping
an open mind. It is my hope that
people will take the time and effort to
get informed about the issues inside
Union County in order to make a
sound decision on November 5.

Ira Geiger, Republican
Candidate for UC Freeholder

The Union County Watchdog As-
sociation (UCWA) has filed a lawsuit
in Superior Court asking the court to
grant access to a report of the Union
County Prosecutor that was prepared
with respect to the unauthorized use
of County generators during and af-
ter the Super Storm Sandy emergency.

The prosecutor concluded that no
crime was committed. The county is
dealing with the employees adminis-
tratively, but has not issued a state-
ment outlining what exactly occurred.
The public has the right to know how
Union County government used their
resources during an emergency where
tens of thousands of residents suf-
fered. The facts in this matter show
that Union County government con-
spired against transparency, which is
an affront to our democracy. Further,
affected county employees, those
being punished administratively for
taking generators, deserve to know
who, if anyone, weren’t punished.

In light of continued reports of
mismanagement by Union County, I
am deeply concerned that the county
is misspending funds it receives from
the federal government. State and
local governments received signifi-
cant amounts of money from federal
Hurricane Sandy relief funds, and
with that increased funding must
come increased oversight. It is my
understanding that federal relief
money was used to purchase and rent
new generators while the County al-
lowed employees to take home
county-owned generators for per-
sonal use.

There are particular facts in the
report that I want access to. Along
with names of employees and their
titles, I want to know the circum-
stances surrounding the taking of
these generators. Were they taken in
the middle of the night or during the
day? How were these generators se-
cured? Was there tacit approval? Was
there internal procedure in place to
request approval? An inventory sys-
tem? Since large generators are pre-
sumably stationary and cannot be
moved, was County equipment used

to move these generators around, or
were they moved by personal equip-
ment? How long were the generators
kept? What were the circumstances
of their return? Were other resources
taken, such as extension cords and
gas?

I would also like to see the
Prosecutor’s analysis and see at what
point did the Prosecutor decided that
this was not a criminal matter. And
how the Prosecutor’s office deter-
mined that the behavior here was not
official misconduct within the mean-
ing of N.J.S.A. 2C:30-2, which pro-
hibits a public employee from know-
ingly acting in an unauthorized man-
ner that relates to their office or posi-
tion to obtain a benefit for them-
selves or another.

There have been other reports of
generator abuse by public officials
from around the State, many of these
other people were held up to public
scrutiny. According to a comment
made during a public meeting by
county counsel Robert Barry, the State
Attorney General’s office is oversee-
ing these investigations state-wide to
insure punishments are meted out
equally. If this is true, why are some
government bodies and their employ-
ees allowed to hide and others aren’t?
This is not equal treatment.

The privacy interests of disciplined
public employees and officials do not
outweigh the public’s right to know
which of them were allowed access
emergency equipment for personnel
comfort when tens of thousands of
Union County residents suffered.
Residents lives were put in danger
when generators that could have pow-
ered traffic lights at major intersec-
tions, and other public services, were
being used to power county employee
homes.

The facts in this matter show that
Union County government conspired
against transparency, which is an af-
front to our democracy.

Tina Renna, President
Union County Watchdog Assoc.

BootCampWF Reveals
Free Demos, Fall Kickoff

WESTFIELD — BootCampWF,
Westfield’s premier, healthy-living
outdoor fitness training program, is
gearing up to get you in tip-top shape
this fall! This session we welcome
Jen Donahue to the BCWF team,
who will be teaching BCWF Extreme
on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 5:45
a.m. All are welcome for Free Demo
classes on Tuesday, September 10:
BCWF Extreme at 5:45 a.m. and
BCWF Lite at 9:15 a.m. The fall
session runs September 11 to Octo-
ber 23.

BootCampWF is a specially de-
signed, six-week fitness program of-
fering a wide variety of classes to
help you achieve optimal fitness.
BCWF workouts are held Monday,
Wednesday and Friday at 5:45 and
9:15 a.m. and Saturdays at 8 a.m.
BCWF Extreme is Tuesday and

Thursday at 5:45 a.m., and BCWF
Lite, a gentler version, is Tuesday
and Thursday at 9:15 a.m. BCWF
TRX classes are Tuesday and Thurs-
day at 10:30 a.m. Workouts begin in
Tamaques Park by the basketball
courts.

BootCampWF starts off (and fin-
ishes!) with free optional fitness as-
sessments of recruits on Monday,
September 9, to allow participants to
measure progress over the six-week
session. We also will conduct an op-
tional weigh-in and body-fat evalua-
tion.

To enlist in BootCampWF, please
visit our website at
www.BootCampWF.com. Get
Out…Get Fit…Have Fun!

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Garwood Dem Club
Slates Casino Outing
GARWOOD — The Garwood

Democratic Club will host a bus trip
to the Sands Casino in Bethlehem,
Pa. on Saturday, September 21. The
Sands not only features the casino
floor, but a food court, restaurants
and an outlet shopping mall as well,
all within the same complex.

The bus will leave Garwood from
West Street, between Willow Avenue
and South Avenue, at 10 a.m. sharp
and will return to Garwood at ap-
proximately 8 p.m. Each ticket is $30
with $20 being returned in slot play,
along with a $5 food voucher.

Everyone is welcome to partici-
pate in this event, regardless of politi-
cal affiliation. For further informa-
tion or to purchase tickets, call Charles
Lombardo at (908) 789-0508.

Westfield
Monday, August 26, Shatia Win-

ston, 31, of Rahway was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains on a charge of
hindering apprehension and on out-
standing warrants out of Irvington, for
$500, and Watchung, for $314. Ac-
cording to police, Winston was charged
with hindering apprehension after giv-
ing police a false name, address and
date of birth. Winston was held at
police headquarters until morning
pending the setting of bail on the hin-
dering apprehension charge as well as
an additional charge of possession of
a prescription legend drug.

Tuesday, August 27, Michael
Saladino, 19, of Kenilworth was ar-
rested and charged with possession of
a controlled dangerous substance
(CDS)/less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana following a motor vehicle
stop at Nomahegan Drive and Manitou
Circle. He was released on his own
recognizance with a summons pend-
ing a September 12 court date.

Wednesday, August 28, Chelsea
Jabush, 18, of Mountainside was ar-
rested on two outstanding warrants
from Rahway during a traffic stop on
Central Avenue near Sycamore Street.
Jabush was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and held in lieu
of posting the requisite $600 bail.

Wednesday, August 28, Thomas
Clark, 21, of Cranford was arrested
and charged with driving while in-
toxicated (DWI) following a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue in
Garwood. He was turned over to a
responsible adult.

Wednesday, August 28, Lori A.
Martino, 47, of Westfield responded
to police headquarters to satisfy
Westfield warrants in the amounts of
$67 and $89. She was processed and
released after posting full bail.

Friday, August 30, Edward Carter,
59, of Westfield was arrested on South
Avenue near Cacciola Place on a
$75,000 Union County Sheriff’s Of-
fice warrant and a $200 Newark traffic
warrant. He was remanded to the Union
County jail awaiting a court hearing.

Friday, August 30, Siddeeqah
Dixon, 34, of Freemansburg, Pa. was
arrested after turning herself in at
police headquarters on a $155
Westfield traffic warrant. Bail was
posted with a signed bail waiver.

Saturday, August 31, Tamecka M.
Dixon, 37, of Westfield was arrested
on an outstanding Garwood warrant
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop in
the area of East South and Windsor
Avenues. Dixon was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released after posting $90 cash bail.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, August 20, the manager

of a Route 22 business reported that
someone damaged the fence in the
back of the building.

Tuesday, August 20, a resident of
Everts Avenue reported that she has
been having an ongoing dispute
with her neighbor, who yells at her
all the time.

Thursday, August 22, a resident of
Plainfield Avenue reported that some-
time overnight, one or more unknown
suspects removed a watch that he had
left outside. The watch was valued at
approximately $650.

Thursday, August 22, a resident of
Maple Hill Road reported that some-
one made approximately $2,000 in
purchases on her credit card without
her authorization.

Friday, August 23, Ian Walters, 32,
of Plainfield was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on Short Hills Lane on

an outstanding $1,169 warrant is-
sued by the Bridgewater Court. He
was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released.

Saturday, August 24, the manager
of a Route 22 gas station reported
that someone received approximately
$20 in gas and then left the station
without paying.

Saturday, August 24, a resident of
Bartle Avenue reported that some-
time overnight someone scratched
the side of his motor vehicle.

Sunday, August 25, a resident of
Hunter Avenue reported that some-
time during the day someone removed
his bicycle, valued at approximately
$300, which he had left unlocked in
front of his house.

Monday, August 26, a resident of
Valleyscent Avenue reported that some-
time overnight someone removed the
front license plate of her motor vehicle,
which was parked in her driveway.

Tuesday, August 27, a resident of
South Avenue reported that someone
made approximately $500 in pur-
chases on her credit card without her
authorization.

Wednesday, August 28, Danielle
Bowen, 24, of Edison was arrested
after a motor vehicle violation on
Rahway Road on an outstanding $140
warrant issued by the Sayreville Court.
Bowen was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Thursday, August 29, Dwayne
Heard, 42, of Newark was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on Route
22 on an outstanding no-bail warrant
issued by the Essex County Court.
He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and taken to the
Essex County jail.

Thursday, August 29, a resident of
New York Avenue reported that some-
time overnight someone entered her
yard and removed a chair, valued at
approximately $120.

Friday, August 30, a resident of
Jersey Avenue reported that someone
made approximately $900 in pur-
chases on her credit card without her
authorization.

Friday, August 30, a resident of
Valleyscent Avenue reported that
sometime overnight someone put old
stereo equipment on his front lawn.

Friday, August 30, Chris Faustino,
24, of Union was arrested and charged
with DWI following a motor vehicle
stop on Route 22. After failing mul-
tiple field sobriety tests at the scene,
he was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Fanwood
Tuesday, August 27, Corinne

Lawson, 25, of Plainfield was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
on an outstanding warrant out of
Scotch Plains. Lawson was processed
and turned over to the Scotch Plains
Police Department.

Friday, August 30, a resident of the
100 block of North Avenue reported that
someone entered the house and removed
two laptop computers, valued at $1,000.

Friday, August 30, a resident of the
80 block of Farley Avenue reported
that someone entered the house and
removed a laptop computer, valued
at $1,000.

Friday, August 30, a resident of the
90 block of North Avenue reported
that her unlocked, parked motor ve-
hicle was entered and a GPS unit,
valued at $100, was removed.

Saturday, August 31, a resident of
the 60 block of Midway Avenue re-
ported that her unlocked, parked mo-
tor vehicle was entered and, although
the interior was ransacked, nothing
was reported missing at the time.

Saturday, August 31, Allison Moss,
34, and Arielle Warren, 31, both of
Plainfield, were arrested and charged
with shoplifting at a business on the
100 block of South Avenue. According
to police, when officers arrived, the
suspects were being detained by a store
security guard. They were transported
to police headquarters, processed and
released pending court hearings.

Saturday, August 31, a business on
the 100 block of South Avenue re-
ported an attempted shoplifting after
a security guard reported a black male,
approximately six feet tall, wearing a
dark hat, gray T-shirt and blue jeans,
exited the store with merchandise
without paying for it. The suspect
was stopped by the security guard but
fled the area without the merchan-
dise, police said. Police checked the
surrounding area for the suspect with
negative results, authorities reported.

Sunday, September 1, a resident of
the 200 block of Farley Avenue reported
that her unlocked, parked motor vehicle
was entered by someone and her GPS
unit, valued at $100, was removed.

Monday, September 2, Keith
Readie, 38, of Hopelawn was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
Martine Avenue on an active warrant
out of South Orange. He was pro-
cessed, posted bail and released.

Tuesday, September 3, David
Maldonado, 20, and Kevin Lewis,
22, both of Plainfield, were arrested
on active warrants after an officer on
routine patrol located three suspi-
cious people in the area of Helen
Street. According to police, the two
suspects were arrested on the war-
rants and the third person was sent on
his way. They were processed, posted
bail and released.

Tuesday, September 3, Robert
Comeau, 22, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop at
Hetfield Avenue and Shady Lane on an
active warrant out of Westfield. He was
processed, posted bail and released.

Letters to the Editor
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
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Brazilian Human Termites
Versus Westfield Ones

By STEPHEN L. DeFELICE, M.D.

I’m not sure whether this is a lam-
entation or an observation, but here
goes! When Rock Hudson, the fa-
mous movie actor, flew to Paris to
receive an experimental drug for
AIDS which the FDA would not per-
mit him to be treated with here, “Good
Morning America” invited me to de-
bate the FDA director on the reasons
why. On the program, I stressed that
doctors at Sloan-Kettering are fully
capable of administering the drug,
and this FDA restrictive policy on
clinical research was significantly re-
sponsible for our lack of cures in
general. Even today, just ask your-
self, “When was the last cure?”

There was a room where guests
were seated awaiting their turn to
appear. Next to me was a young man
who was starring in a movie which
took place in the Amazon jungle. Part
of the story involved how the Ama-
zon forest was being systematically
destroyed by men-driven bulldozers
and how the jungle natives were
scared to death about it. They called
the men-machine duo “human ter-
mites.” But it was not only the visible
destruction of the jungle that fright-
ened them but, equally, also the ac-
companying unsettling sounds. They
could, even at great distances, hear
the approaching human termites in-
exorably “termiting” away.

Then it happened. The Brazilian
human termites invaded Westfield.
They have mutated and, instead of
primarily destroying trees with bull-
dozers — though they still are to a
lesser degree — they are relentlessly
termiting grass with lawnmowers and
blowers. Though this type of termiting
doesn’t disturb me, the sound of the
lawnmowers and leaf blowers does.
But that ain’t all. Surrounding me
five homes have been noisily par-
tially or completely torn down and
are either in the process of being or
already re-built. About 10 old tall
trees (on an adjoining property only)
are in the process of termitation with
ear-bursting buzz saws and wood
grinders. Within a stone’s throw there
was the screeching sounds of stone

cutting followed by slate cutting on a
home being expanded.

Now I don’t want anyone feeling
sorry for me, but I have a swimming
pool and enjoy spending my time
outdoors reading, writing, drinking
and dining. But these strident, metal-
lic, grating, high-pitched and inhu-
man, tranquility-destroying, piercing
sounds rob me of such pleasures.
They are incessant!

The great philosopher, Aristotle,
believed that happiness is found in
contemplation – thinking and won-
dering about things and life. And I
agree. The cranky and cynical phi-
losopher, Schopenhauer, mightily
hated noise, both as a destroyer of the
ability to contemplate and, as a re-
sult, tranquility. And I agree.

I am puzzled by the silence of my
neighbors. Unlike the Brazilian na-
tives, however, they live entirely in
sound-proof indoors, venturing out
only for work and other activities.

The solution? I have, like my neigh-
bors, retreated into the confines of
my home to the quiet of my sound-
proof study, enjoying my martini and
reading Wordworth’s Tintern Abbey.

Bah humbug!

Cadet Steven Pedersen

Cadet Steven Pedersen
Finishes CBT at West Point

SCOTCH PLAINS – Cadet Steven
Pedersen, son of Steve and Susan
Pedersen of Scotch Plains, recently
completed Cadet Basic Training
(CBT) at the United States Military
Academy in West Point, N.Y.

Cadet Pedersen entered West Point
on July 1 and has successfully com-
pleted six weeks of CBT. CBT is one
of the most challenging events cadets
will encounter over the course of
their four years at the Academy.

The initial military training pro-
gram provides cadets with basic skills
to instill discipline, pride, cohesion,
confidence and a high sense of duty
to prepare them for entry into the
Corps of Cadets. Areas of summer
instruction included first aid, moun-
taineering, hand grenades, rifle
marksmanship and nuclear, biologi-
cal and chemical training.

Cadet Pedersen began classes Au-
gust 19. The West Point curriculum
offers 37 majors balancing physical
sciences and engineering with hu-
manities and social sciences leading
to a Bachelor of Science degree.

A graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, Cadet
Pedersen plans to graduate from West
Point in 2017 and be commissioned
as a second lieutenant in the United
States Army.

The mission of the United States
Military Academy is to educate, train
and inspire the Corps of Cadets so
that each graduate is a commissioned
leader of character committed to the
values of Duty, Honor, Country and
prepared for a career of professional
excellence and service to the nation
as an officer in the United States
Army.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION
ORDINANCE NO. 2013-12

CAPITAL ORDINANCE TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $138,163 FOR
THE UNDERTAKING OF PROFESSIONAL STUDIES OF AND VARIOUS
REPAIRS AND IMPROVEMENTS TO THE SCOTCH HILLS GOLF COURSE
CLUBHOUSE IN, BY AND FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS, IN
THE COUNTY OF UNION, NEW JERSEY AND TO TRANSFER AN UNEX-
PENDED BOND ORDINANCE BALANCE AND REAPPROPRIATE SAME
TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION.

————————————————————

WHEREAS, the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, in the County of
Union, New Jersey now finds and determines that a $138,163 funded appropriation
balance consti-tuting unex-pended bond proceeds of the Township’s 2002 General
Improvement Bonds is not necessary for the purposes for which such bonds were issued
and that it is in the Township’s best interest to use said moneys for costs of the undertaking
of professional studies of and various repairs and improvements to the Scotch Hills Golf
Course Clubhouse, NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, in the
County of Union, New Jersey (the “Township”), as follows:

Section 1. It is hereby determined, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:2-39, that the funded
appropriation balance constituting unexpended bond proceeds in the following ordinance
is no longer needed for the purposes for which the bonds were issued and that it is in the
best interest of the Township to transfer and reappropriate such funded appropriation for
a capital purpose in accordance with Section 2 hereof:

Amount of Funded
Appropriation to be

Project Transferred and
Ord No. Adoption Date Description Reappropriated

18-2000 7/11/00 Supplemental $138,163
Funding for
Acquisition of
the Former
Scotch Plains
Zoo Property
and Studies for
Future Use of
Property

Section 2. The Township is hereby authorized to undertake professional studies of and
various repairs and improvements to the Scotch Hills Golf Course Clubhouse in, by and
for the Township. Said improvements shall include all work, materials and appurtenances
necessary and suitable therefor. The sum of $138,163 is hereby appropriated from the
funded appropria-tion balance transferred and reappropriated in accordance with Sec-
tion 1 hereof to the payment of the cost of the improvements authorized in this Section
2.

Section 3. Said improvements are lawful capital improvements of the Township having
a period of usefulness of at least five years. Said improvements shall be made and under-
taken as general improvements and no part of the cost thereof shall be assessed against
property specially benefited.

Section 4. The capital budget is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this
ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency therewith and the resolutions promulgated
by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital
program as approved by the Director, Division of Local Government Services, is on file
with the Township Clerk and is available for public inspection.

Section 5. This ordinance shall take effect at the time and in the manner provided by
law.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the following proposed ordinance was introduced
and passed on first reading at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of
Scotch Plains, in the County of Union, State of New Jersey, held on the 3rd day of
September, 2013, and that said ordinance will be taken up for further considera-tion for
final passage at the meeting of said Township Council to be held in the Council Chambers
in the Township Hall, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, on the 17th day of
September, 2013, at 7:30 P.M., or as soon thereaf-ter as said matter can be reached, at
which time and place all persons who may be interested therein will be given an oppor-
tunity to be heard concerning the same.

A copy of this ordinance has been posted on the Bul-letin Board upon which public
notices are customarily posted in the Township Hall of the Township, and a copy is
available up to and including the time of such meeting to the members of the general
public of the Township who shall request such copies, at the office of the Clerk in said
Township Hall in Scotch Plains-, New Jersey.

BOZENA LACINA
Township Clerk

Township of Scotch Plains
County of Union

State of New Jersey
1 T - 9/5/13, The Times Fee: $128.52

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING / ZONING BOARD

NOTICE OF DECISION

On August 28, 2013, the Planning/Zon-
ing Board of the Borough of Fanwood
adopted a Resolution granting site plan,
use variance and bulk variance approvals
and design waivers to the Applicant/Owner,
Community Access Unlimited, Inc., for the
property located at 193 Terrill Road, Block
1, Lot 2 on the Tax Map of the Borough of
Fanwood & 535 Terrill Road, Block 301,
Lot 12 on the Tax Map of the Township of
Scotch Plains. The Approvals will permit
the construction of a new 3-story mixed-
use building on the property providing of-
fice space and 10 apartment units; con-
sisting of market-rate units and affordable
housing units for individuals with develop-
mental disabilities. A copy of the Resolu-
tion is on file in the Planning Board Office
located at Borough Hall, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
during that Office’s normal business hours.

HEHL & HEHL, P.C.,
Attorneys for the Applicant/Owner

1 T - 9/5/13, The Times Fee: $24.48

CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on September
16, 2013 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Bor-
ough Hall, located at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey, the Plan-
ning Board will hold a hearing on the appli-
cation of the undersigned. The property in
question is located at: 54 Fourth Street,
Fanwood, New Jersey, also known as Block
58 Lot 6,  as shown on the Fanwood Tax
Map, owned by Mark Budries.

The applicant requests that the current
flagstone patio be replaced with a wooden
deck which is in violation of:

Section 184-115 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Front Yard
Setback; Permitted: 30 feet; Present: 12.61
feet; Proposed: 15 feet.

Section 184-115 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Rear Yard
Setback; Permitted: 25 feet; Present: 11
feet; Proposed: 11 feet.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
Joanna Budries
54 Fourth Street

Fanwood, New Jersey, 07023
1 T - 9/5/13, The Times Fee: $37.23

PUBLIC NOTICE`
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

The Westfield Planning Board will meet
on Tuesday September 17, 2013 in Coun-
cil Chambers in the Westfield Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey at  7:30 p.m. to hear and
consider the following application for Pre-
liminary and Final Major Site Plan Ap-
proval and variance relief by Boffard Hold-
ings, LLC ( the “Applicant”)  relative to
premises known as 409 Westfield Avenue,
Westfield, New Jersey and shown as Block
3003, Lot 53 on the Tax Map of the Town
of Westfield ( the “Property”).

Applicant proposes to remove an exist-
ing 2 1/2 story building with porch and
pavers and seeks Preliminary and Final
Site Plan Approval with “C” variances to
allow the construction of a three story
building which will contain retail use on the
first floor and three one bedroom residen-
tial apartments on each of the second and
third floors with a basement to be used for
storage, location of utilities and an eleva-
tor pit.

Applicant seeks variances from the fol-
lowing provisions of the Westfield Land
Use Ordinance.

List of  New C.40: 55D-70c Variances
Requested:

Minimum Rear Yard Requirement §
11.25 E 3 a. Zoning Ordinance requires a
minimum rear yard of 35 feet. Present rear
yard is 36.72 feet. Proposed rear yard is
5.09 feet.

Minimum Number of Parking Spaces
§ 17.02 B 5 and 17.02 C 1 d and g. Zoning
Ordinance requires a minimum of 13 park-
ing spaces. The current use has no on site
parking spaces. The proposed use has no
on site parking spaces.

Any and all other variances, waivers or
exceptions from certain site plan details or
Relief from requirements of the Land Use
Ordinance will be sought as appropriate.

Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue, West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday be-
tween 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

Arthur P. Attenasio, Esq.
Attorney for Applicant
324 East Broad Street

Westfield, New Jersey 07090
(908) 233-6013

(908) 233-2992 fax
1 T - 9/5/13, The Leader Fee: $48.45

CHEMISTRY PHYSICS TUTOR

Teacher experienced in all levels
of Chemistry and Physics.
Available for private prep sessions
in your home. Contact:
dnstoneback@verizon.net

or call (908) 577-4438

GARAGE SALE / ESTATE SALE

Westfield - 31 Fairhill Road
Sat 9/7 Sun 9/8, 10am to 5pm.
Furniture, Whole garage, clothes,
sporting equipment, sports
collectibles, juggs pitching
machine, go kart, snow blower

TOP READERS...The Garwood Public Library spotlighted the top three read-
ers, pictured left to right, who came in second, first and third place, respectively,
in the 19th Annual Summer Reading Club. Combined, these three children read
over 12,000 minutes to achieve the rank of the top three readers of all who
participated. This year’s theme was “Dig into Reading.” Overall, all participants
read a total of 26,635 minutes, with these three children providing almost half of
the entire total.

Registration Begins
For JCSS Program

AREA — The Jewish Cultural
School and Society (JCSS), the only
secular humanistic Jewish congrega-
tion serving Union County, has
opened registration for its Sunday
educational program for youngsters
in grades 2 through 7, which will
begin on September 15.

This program features separate
teachers for history, literature, conver-
sational Hebrew, art and holidays.
Children starting at grade 3 move with
their grade level to the different sub-
ject teachers between 9:30 a.m. and
noon. This program culminates in a
Graduation/B’nai Mitzvah in Grades
7 and 8. Second graders meet twice a
month with a dedicated teacher.

Classes are held in rented space in
the Early Childhood Center of
JCCMetroWest, located at 760
Northfield Avenue in West Orange.
Attendees are asked to enter from the
rear parking area. New families are
encouraged to come on September 15
to meet teachers and members and to
see curriculum and holiday materials.

For more information, see jcss-
nj.org, e-mail communications@jcss-
nj.org or call (973) 200-8309.

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

HEALTHCARE CLASSES

CNA classes start
mornings September 18th,
evenings September 25th.

CHHA, classes start
evenings September 9th.
NCLEX RN/PN REVIEW

weekends September 8th.
High Success Rates

Humane Concepts Healthcare
(908) 688-8184 or (908) 265-9803

WAITSTAFF

Great opportunity for full & part
time employment. Private
Country Club is looking to hire
year round waiters/waitresses.
We offer competitive salary,
401K, paid vacation and sick days,
medical & dental benefits.
Experience preferred but will train.

Please apply in person at
515 Springfield Avenue

Westfield, NJ 07090.

HOUSE CLEANING

Do you need someone to clean
your house, apartment or Condo?
We are your team! We’re a reliable
couple with excellent references.
Free Estimates. (862) 900-3432

Golden Agers Club Reveals
Upcoming Oktoberfest Trip

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Golden Agers Club will take its
monthly trip to Woodloch Pines’
Oktoberfest on Wednesday, October
23. The bus will leave from the Scotch
Hills Country Club parking lot at 9
a.m. for a leisurely ride to Hawley, Pa.

During their visit to Woodloch
Pines, participants will have an op-
portunity to stroll down leaf-cov-
ered paths while breathing in the
crisp country air, viewing the col-
orful foliage and working up an

appetite for the German buffet and
Polka fest dance party featuring
John Spanky and the Coalminers.

The menu will include Sage roasted
loin of pork, Sauerbraten, bratwurst,
Black Forest Ham, or baked fish upon
request. Accompaniments will in-
clude Bavarian-style potato salad,
pancakes, pretzels, ginger snap
mousse and strudel. Beer, wine and
soda will be available from noon to 4
p.m. All are welcome to participate.
The cost of the trip is $60.

The Golden Agers Club allows
senior citizens a chance to meet with
their peers, share ideas, interact and
gather useful information to enhance
daily living. The club meets weekly
on Thursdays at 10 a.m. at the Scotch
Hills Country Club, located at
Plainfield Avenue and Jerusalem
Road in Scotch Plains.

Members are invited to provide sug-
gestions for activities and free lun-
cheons are provided at least one week
during each month. Special speakers
present talks on health, ideas to im-
prove quality of life and other topics.

Membership, theatre, musical re-
vues and fun activity trips are avail-
able to everyone. For trip details,
call Jean DeTore at (908) 889-4121
or Joan Dietrich at (908) 322-4015.

A HEART FOR ART...Assunta (Sue) Criscitiello, a lifelong resident of Westfield
before she moved to the Clark Nursing & Rehabilitation Center in Clark, recently
had her artwork chosen for the Health Care Association of New Jersey (HCANJ)
“Works of Heart” 2014 wall calendar. Her painting, “Daisies,” will be on display
at HCANJ’s 65th Annual Convention and Trade Show at Taj Mahal in Atlantic
City in October.

Networking Group to Look
At Job Search Obstacles

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Mountainside Libraries’ Ca-
reer Networking Group will present
“What’s Blocking Your Search?” on
Monday, September 16, at 6:30 p.m.

During this workshop, John
Hadley will use his proprietary Ca-
reer Search Assessment survey and
ChangeGrid to help participants un-

cover what is blocking their search,
positioning them to take action to
land the job and pay they deserve.

At the start of the session, partici-
pants will complete their own per-
sonal ChangeGrid. Mr. Hadley will
then show attendees how to interpret
it to identify their challenges and
strategies to deal with them. He will
reinforce this with ChangeGrids from
his files and the stories behind them.

Mr. Hadley offers a free Career
Tips e-mail newsletter to more than
9,000 subscribers. It is available,
along with a variety of other career
resources, at JHACareers.com. This
fall, his upcoming book will be pub-
lished: “Cruising through Executive
Interviews...to Land that 6 Figure
Job you Deserve.”

This program will be free and open
to all. To register, access scotlib.org
and then click on Events; call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or e-
mail library@scotlib.org.

Individuals may connect with the
Career Networking Group on Linked
In, Career Networking Group at
SPPL. The Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary is located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue, one block from Park Avenue, in
the center of the township.

Spaghetti Dinner
To Benefit Ill Teen

KENILWORTH — A spaghetti and
meatball dinner to benefit a 15-year-
old cancer patient will be held on
Friday, September 27, from 6 to 10
p.m. at the Kenilworth Veterans Cen-
ter, located at 33 South 21st Street in
Kenilworth.

Tylor Collins of Clark has been
stricken with Ewing sarcoma, a rare
bone cancer. The “Friends of Tylor”
are seeking support for him and his
family. Tickets to the dinner are $20.
For tickets and more information,
call (908) 276-9769 or write to:
friendsoftylor@yahoo.com.

Free Square Dance
On Tap Sept. 10

CLARK — Y Squares, a square
dancing club located in Clark, invites
the public to a free square dance geared
for novices starting at 7:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, September 10. It will take
place at Frank K. Hehnly School, lo-
cated at 590 Raritan Road in Clark.

New dancers unable to attend this
event also are welcome to subsequent
dances that will be held on the follow-
ing Tuesdays, September 17 and 24.

Square dancing does not require
any prior knowledge or training and
offers everyone an opportunity to make
new friends while at the same time
being mentally and physically stimu-
lated, according to the Y Squares.

Square dancing is an aerobic activity
and is done with a partner. All ages are
welcome. For further information, call
Sunny at (732) 499-7726 or George
and Barbara at (732) 548-8537.

Rainbows to Begin
For Fall Sept. 23

WESTFIELD — The Fall 2013
Rainbows sessions will commence
on September 23 and will be held on
Monday evenings. Rainbows is an
international, non-profit organization
that fosters emotional healing as a
support-group program for children
and their parents grieving a loss from
a life-altering crisis, due to death,
divorce, separation, illness or other
painful family transitions.

This program is offered to all resi-
dents of Union County regardless of
school enrollment, religious affilia-
tion or town of residence. It will be
held from 6:30 to 7:45 p.m. at the
Holy Trinity Interparochial School
in Westfield.

Rainbows is presented free of
charge and available for children ages
5 to 12, teenagers and the adults who
have children registered in the pro-
gram.

To register for Rainbows, visit
westfieldrainbows.org and complete
the online web registration form. Al-
ternatively, to register by telephone
or if there are questions, call Westfield
Rainbows Coordinator Lindsey
Mulry at (908) 246-0694 or e-mail
her at rainbowshelp@gmail.com.

Garwood Knights Set
Date For Blood Drive
GARWOOD — The Garwood

Knights of Columbus will hold a
blood drive on Sunday, September
29, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at their
council hall, located at 37 South Av-
enue in Garwood, opposite PathMark.

Everyone who donates blood be-
tween now and January 14, 2014 will
be entered into a sweepstakes to win
two tickets to the Super Bowl in Feb-
ruary at Met Life Stadium.

Parking is available behind the build-
ing off Willow Avenue (turn at Marty
Shoes). For more information, call
Chairman Dennis Clark at (908) 247-
5389 or e-mail Dcmacvsog@msn.com,
call Brenda Saunders at the Blood Cen-
ter of New Jersey at (973) 676-4700,
extension no. 144, or visit bloodnj.org
or e-mail bcnj@bloodnj.org.



Page 16  Thursday, September 5, 2013 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

WF Community Welcomed
Back to New School Year

WESTFIELD - Westfield Public
School Superintendent, Margaret
Dolan, welcomes the Westfield com-
munity to a new school year via her
video message appearing on the
district’s website at
www.westfieldnjk12.org.

Dr. Dolan announced that the dis-
trict has planned a stimulating, safe
and supportive school year for stu-
dents in all 10 of Westfield’s public
schools. More than 35 different cur-
ricula have been revised and hun-
dreds of new computers are ready for
students and teachers. New teachers
– mostly filling retirement positions
– have attended multiple training ses-
sions and many students benefited
from supportive summer programs
to maintain and strengthen academic
skills.

The school district’s brand new
summer program – STEM Camp –
was a huge success, with a second
week added to accommodate the in-
terest of students to participate in
hands-on science, technology, engi-
neering, and math activities.

Measures have been implemented
in the district to provide for the safety
of students and staff, and security
training took place this summer for
principals, assistant principals and
front office staff.

Many maintenance projects have
been accomplished over the summer
and the district’s roof replacements
at Westfield High School, Roosevelt
Intermediate School, and Washing-
ton Elementary School are being com-

pleted. Any additional work on the
schools’ roofs will take place when
school is not in session.

During the summer of 2014 the
remaining school buildings will un-
dergo roof replacement. Dr. Dolan
announced a new opportunity that
was just made available to the school
district. The state confirmed that the
summer 2014 roof projects are eli-
gible for $2.7 million in state grants.
By law, the original bond referendum
approved by voters in December 2012
needs to be replaced by a new one to
confirm the Westfield community’s
acceptance of the state aid.

If approved by Westfield voters,
the amount of local monies needed
for next summer’s roof work will be
reduced by 40 percent. The board
unanimously adopted a resolution to
move ahead with the replacement
bond referendum, which will be in-
cluded on the Tuesday, November 5,
ballot – during the general election.

Dr. Dolan explains that if the re-
placement bond referendum this
November is not approved, the com-
munity would forego the $2.7 mil-
lion in state funding, and the previ-
ously passed referendum (December
2012) would remain in effect.

In concluding her back-to-school
message, Dr. Dolan recalls that gradu-
ates often return and comment on
how they have benefited from their
education in Westfield. She states that
she looks forward to working to-
gether with the community to con-
tinue that tradition of excellence.

WF Special Ed. Community
Hosts Roundtable Meeting

New Westfield Teachers
Attend Orientation Program

F.L.A.G. World Language
Enrollment Now Open

NEW TEACHER TRAINING…Newly hired teachers in the Westfield Public
Schools attend training in the New Staff Institute – specially designed to familiar-
ize them with resources, procedures, and expectations of the school district.

WESTFIELD - A total of 53 West-
field Public School teachers attended
the New Staff Institute (NSI) prior to
the start of school which provided an
orientation and training program for
first year educators, as well as vet-
eran teachers new to the district. To
provide further support, NSI meet-
ings also will take place during the
next two years.

Human Resource Specialist Bar-
bara Ball stated, “It is a pleasure to
welcome our new staff members into
the Westfield Schools. The New Staff
Institute is the district’s program
which provides an opportunity for
these educators to learn and grow
together as a cohort.”

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Dolan welcomed all teachers in
the district to the new school year at
a morning assembly for staff held
August 28. She stated that the schools
were fully staffed and ready for stu-
dents. Superintendent Dolan empha-
sized the responsibility of teachers as
role models and referred to the chal-
lenging events of the previous school
year, including Superstorm Sandy and
the tragedy at Newton, Conn.

Board of Education President Ri-
chard Mattessich echoed those senti-
ments by stating that teachers enter
both the hearts and minds of stu-
dents. He credited teachers for nur-
turing and preparing students.

The new teaching staff for the
Westfield Public Schools include:

Lincoln School (Early Childhood
Learning Center) – Jennifer Durkin,
Kindergarten; Michelle Rickles, Co-
ordinator of Lincoln Wrap Around
Program; McKinley – Christopher
Orzechowski, Resource Center.

Franklin Elementary School –
Rachel Kennedy, Library; Maryann
Topping, Fifth Grade; Jefferson/
McKinley Elementary - Jennifer
Russo, Speech.

Jefferson Elementary School –
Lauren Brown, First Grade; Bruna
Marques, Third Grade.

Tamaques Elementary School –

Vanessa Carmona, 3/5 English Lan-
guage Learners; Courtney Farruggia,
Fourth Grade; Emily Fusco, Fourth
Grade; Jenna Rizzi, Third Grade.

Washington Elementary School
– Carolyn Sluberski, Occupational
Therapist.

Wilson Elementary School –
Michelle Cook, OT; Lauren Couture,
Second Grade; Janine, Dayson, Leaps
and Bounds; Zena Fermano, Speech;
Adriana Guerra, LLD 2 Self Con-
tained; Marie Morris, First Grade;
and Suzanne Toriello, Second Grade.

Edison Intermediate School –
Edward Ruggieri, 3/5 Art; William
Thoman, 4/5 Music; Lauren Feeley,
Special Education; Rebecca Keating,
Special Ed/Math; Patricia Kelly,
Nurse; Richard McNanna, Special
Ed/English; David Tarullo, Physical
Education.

Roosevelt Intermediate School –
Christina Davison, Science; Brittany
Hillier, French; Kimberly Lasky, So-
cial Studies; Paula Parada, Spanish;
Megan Scott, Math; James Shabazz,
Industrial Technology; Kate Young,
2/5 French; Special Services –
Heather Alvarez, School Psycholo-
gist.

Westfield High School – Barbara
Bair, 2/5 Latin; Marielena Ciampini,
English; Lesley Cora, Media Spe-
cialist; Marlena Cortese, English;
Brett Curtis, Social Studies; Chris-
tian Howell, Social Studies; James
Lane, Social Studies; Kimberly Lee,
English; Kimberly Leegan, Social
Studies; Sean Mack, Physical Edu-
cation; Allison Schachtel, Guidance;
Elizabeth Sheehan, Math; Shabnam
Walele, Special Education/English;
William Wertheimer, Physical Edu-
cation; Steven Whittington, Chemis-
try/Physics.

This summer, the Board of Educa-
tion welcomed Pamela Garcia-
Ackerman to Westfield to fill the po-
sition of Supervisor of Language Arts.
Maureen Mazzarese, who had held
the position of Supervisor of K-12
Counseling, was named its Director.

WESTFIELD - The Westfield Spe-
cial Education Community will host
a evening of education and insightful
conversation on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 11, from 7:30 to 9 p.m. at the
Edison Intermediate School Library,
located at 800 Rahway Avenue, West-
field.

In the spirit of Back-to-School,
Assistant Superintendent of Pupil Ser-
vices, Dr. Michael Weissman, and
the Westfield Special Education Com-
mittee will host a roundtable meeting
to “Meet Your Special Education
Community.”

Dr. Weisman will review the latest
activities and initiatives in the Spe-
cial Education environment, includ-
ing the new Easy IEP implementa-
tion, one year later, and other up-

dates. His team of Special Education
Experts and the Special Education
PTC-Parent Committee will be on
hand to answer questions.

The meeting will be a “roundtable”
discussion with members of the Spe-
cial Education Community, includ-
ing Dr. Weisman, and Andrea Lo,
Special Education Supervisor, PreK-
12. In addition, members of the Child
Study Team will be present to answer
questions you may have with respect
to special and general education.

This program is free and all par-
ents, teachers, and school therapists
are invited to attend. Pre-registration
is not required.

For further information, visit
w w w . w e s t f i e l d n j k 1 2 . o r g /
specialedparents.

WESTFIELD — Registration is
now open for the Foreign Language
Awareness Group (FLAG) 2013-14
language classes. FLAG will be of-
fering after-school French, Spanish
and Mandarin classes to Westfield K-
5 students. FLAG will also offer a
special introductory Mandarin class
to middle school students interested
in preparing for the Westfield High
School Mandarin program.

The French classes provide excel-
lent preparation for children who will
elect that language in the sixth grade.
The second-level Spanish class
complements the public school cur-
riculum, thereby allowing students
to reinforce the oral skills they are
learning in school. Two separate
Mandarin classes will be offered, an
introductory class and a second level
class for returning students.

FLAG’s mission is to offer stu-
dents in our community high quality
and practical educational programs
that foster student confidence in ex-
pressing themselves in another lan-
guage. FLAG also enhances student
awareness of other cultures, customs
and lifestyles. Class sizes are small to
ensure a comfortable and supportive
learning environment.

FLAG is an independent, non-profit
organization that has been offering
language training programs for the

past 26 years under the Westfield
Parent Teacher Counsel (PTC).

The 2013-14 brochure and regis-
tration forms can be found in the
students’ opening day information
packet and are posted on Westfield
elementary schools’ websites. For
further additional information, con-
tact Sylvie Macdonald by e-mail at
lasylvie@aol.com or call at (908)
232-4429.

Liberty Hall Museum to
Host Great Gatsby Party

NJWA Rockin’ Jazz Band
Begins New Session

“The World’s End”
Carry On, Slacker

2 and ½ popcorns

FLASH BACK...Liberty Hall Museum in Union announced it will host a lavish
Great Gatsby Party on Saturday, September 28.

UNION – As DVDs of Baz
Luhrmann’s recent controversial
adaptation of F. Scott Fitzgerald’s
beloved novel “The Great Gatsby”
hit shelves, Liberty Hall Museum
in Union has announced it will host
its own lavish Great Gatsby Party
on Saturday, September 28. Yelp
New Jersey is a proud sponsor of
the event.

From 7 p.m. to midnight, guests
are invited to step back into a time
when jazz raged, gin flowed (ille-
gally), and Charleston-crazed flap-
pers danced the night away. Billed
as a “bee’s knees” of an evening,
admission to this exclusive event
will include delectable handcrafted
hors d’oeuvres, all-you-can-drink
1920s-inspired cocktails, gambling,
period dancing, and live music by
acclaimed jazz musicians, The Re-
cessionals. Based in New York City,
The Recessionals have toured ex-

tensively up and down the East
Coast, performing at The Blue Note,
Boston Swing Central, Louis
Armstrong’s home in Corona,
Queens, and many other venues of
note.

Admission to Liberty Hall
Museum’s Great Gatsby Party is
$55 per person, with a portion of
the proceeds to support future his-
toric programming and ongoing res-
toration at the museum. Guests must
be at least 21 years of age to attend,
and are encouraged – though not
required – to don their best vintage
or reproduction period attire for the
event. Call (908) 527-0400 or email
libertyhall@kean.edu to reserve
your spot today; additional infor-
mation is also available online:
www.kean.edu/libertyhall. Space is
limited, so guests are encouraged
to reserve as soon as possible to
ensure availability.

Salvatore Chiarelli to
Perform at Garwood Library

GARWOOD — Salvatore
Chiarelli, will return to the Garwood
Public Library for a musical encore
on Tuesday, September 17, at 7 p.m.

A native of New York City, Mr.
Chiarelli was vocally trained in both
Italy and New York City for the opera
stage. He has been heard on televi-
sion and radio, as well as on the opera
stages of both North America and
Europe. In addition, he has performed
as a soloist on satellite television,
reaching 75 countries around the
world. At the very outset of his vocal
training, this tenor won an audition in
Manhattan to be a soloist for a five-
week concert tour of Italy.

In 2006, Mr. Chiarelli recorded his
first CD entitled “Due Terre, Un
Cuore,” which includes fifteen tracks
of opera, Neapolitan songs, and mu-
sical theater. In January of 2011, Mr.
Chiarelli has completed the record-
ing of his second CD. He was a final-
ist in the New York State regional
singing competition in 2006 and 2007
and was a recipient of the 2008-2009
Distinguished Artist Award from the
Town of Oyster Bay, Long Island. In
September of 2008, he had an award
winning performance at Hofstra Uni-
versity.

In the last five years, Mr. Chiarelli
has performed in over 200 concerts
and shows in more than 150 town and
cities in the N.Y. Metro -Tri State
area. During this time period Mr.
Chiarelli has sung for over 20,000
fans, singing to capacity – sold out –
standing room only crowds wherever
he performs.

Some of the venues include: con-
cert halls, theaters, auditoriums, cable
T.V., playhouses, catering halls, coun-
try clubs, restaurants, churches, syna-
gogues, colleges, universities,
schools, cultural centers, community
centers, private communities, civic
organizations, libraries, parks, out-
door festivals and stadiums.

In 2008, Mr.Chiarelli performed
the lead role of Turridu in the opera
Cavalleria Rusticana with Brooklyn
Repertory Opera. With overwhelm-
ingly positive reviews, Salvatore gave
a repeated performance with The West
Side Opera in Manhattan. Because of

his success with Turridu, Mr. Chiarelli
was offered the role of Canio in the
Capital Opera’s production of I,
Pagliacci treating the Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania audience to, as a re-
viewer wrote- “ a truly splendid
evening of Leoncavallo”. He is cur-
rently learning the principal roles
from the opera Tosca, Andrea
Chenier, Otello, Manon Lescaut and
Turandot.

Mr. Chiarelli received his Masters
Degree in Music Education with hon-
ors at Hunter College and passed the
NYS Teachers Exam. He has taught
music in the New York City Public
School System at the middle and
high school levels and is currently
studying voice with the acclaimed
and world renowned William Glazier
in Manhattan.

Registration is required for this
event and may be done in person at
the Library, by phone (908) 789-
1670, or at the Library’s interactive
calendar found on their website
youseemore.com/garwood.

The Garwood Public Library is
located at 411 Third Avenue (corner
of Walnut Street). Hours of operation
are: Monday through Thursday, 9
a.m. to 8 p.m., Friday 9 a.m. to 4:30
p.m., and Saturday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

WESTFIELD - The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA)
Rockin’ Jazz Band, directed by Brian
Plagge, will begin rehearsals on Sat-
urday, September 7, from 4 to 5:30
p.m. at the NJWA studios at 150-152
East Broad Street, Westfield.

A favorite at street fairs, commu-
nity events, private parties and spe-
cial occasions, the band is comprised
of musicians who enjoy playing jazz,
rock, blues, pop, Broadway, Latin
and dixieland.

Instrumentation of the Jazz Band
includes alto, tenor and bari saxo-
phone, trumpet, trombone, electric
and bass guitar, drum set, percussion
and piano. Vocalists are also wel-
come.

Ms. Plagge, who was named direc-
tor of the band this past March, is a
staff member at Oratory Preparatory
School in Summit. He holds a Bach-

elor of Arts in Music Education from
the College of New Jersey, where
was a member of the Wind Ensemble,
Orchestra, Brass Quintet, Brass En-
semble and the Jazz Ensemble, where
he was a featured soloist and a mem-
ber of the New Jersey Intercollegiate
Jazz Ensemble.

His credentials include perfor-
mances in various musical pit or-
chestras, and membership in the
Princeton Brass Band, which makes
perennial appearances at the North
American Brass Band Association
Championships.

For membership in The Rockin’
Jazz Band, an ensemble of the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts, a
501c(3) non-profit organization, call
(908) 789-9696, visit their studios at
150-152 East Broad Street, Westfield
or log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Director Edgar Wright’s “The
World’s End,” a sci-fi comedy about
five British pals attempting to relive
their youth in one outlandish night of
pub crawling, is creative, witty, nutty,
irreverent and satirically savvy…but
maybe a little too smart for itself.

You see, a damper is put on the lads’
plans when it turns out a higher intelli-
gence trying to turn humanity into ro-
bots a la “Invasion of the Body Snatch-
ers” (1956) has preceded them to New-
ton Haven, their old stomping grounds.
And while the context supplies apt
opportunity for deriding social propri-
ety, the resolution is disappointingly
anticlimactic.

It is sort of like a political party
making a big fuss about trying to upend
a major piece of potentially humanitar-
ian legislation, but offering no alterna-
tive of its own. The difference is, “The
World’s End,” starring Simon Pegg as
a Peter Pan-like pleasuremonger who
reunites the old gang for the mission, is
just a movie. Worse case scenario,
you’re out $10 and you didn’t laugh.
Hopefully the popcorn was good. In
the analogous, real life example of
political skullduggery, poor, sick people
die.

Here, perhaps in an attempt to oblit-
erate all those ugly realities, thumbing
his nose at every convention but youth,
drinking, sex and his buddies, Mr.
Pegg’s Gary King is the nihilist
extraordinaire. We all knew one, the
fun guy, the devil-may-care soul who
beckoned you— a moth to his fire—
with promises of untold thrills, but
failed to mention the repercussions that
were sure to follow.

He lied, he cheated and rarely took
responsibility for how whatever fallout
resulting from his grandiose fantasies
may have scarred you. Still, his puck-
ish smile gave you the idea he truly had
your good time at heart. Bouncing a
ball outside the window where you
studied, not a care in the world, he was
your personal tour guide to the wilder
side.

Thus it is for Simon’s retinue, who
view him on surface with disdain, each
harboring a past injury or insult that is
divulged as he comes to gather them in
“The Magnificent Seven” (1960) style.
Yes, they all have a bone to pick and,
now all leading bourgeois lives with
bourgeois expectations, declare how
happy they are to have escaped his Pied
Piper-meets-Machiavelli grip. No sur-
prise, Gary isn’t buying and, really,
neither are they.

So, as Mr. Sherlock Holmes was so
fond of declaring with each new ad-
venture, the game is afoot. Which re-
minds me to inform, be prepared for a
whole lot of British vernacularisms. Of

course, for those so inclined, there is
entertaining reward in the slight chal-
lenge— the slang, usage and nuances
adding their own bit of cerebral whimsy
to the doings. So clever the English,
you know.

That noted, like the odyssey it details
the film is an awfully messy affair…a
dump truck full of discombobulated,
helter-skelter rambunctiousness uncon-
cerned with any sort of cogency. Even
its more brainy drollery is but a small
step away from private joke elusive-
ness. Wacky characterizations are a
partially saving grace.

The better comedic portrayals ema-
nating from across the pond thrive from
a built-in contradiction, the heretofore
proper Brit citizen uncharacteristically
forgoing his stereotype as keeper of the
civilization and exulting, albeit guilt-
ily, in the liberation. Scratch the ca-
cophony just one layer and “The
World’s End” is essentially a medita-
tion on middle-aged crisis dressed in
edgy clothing.

Playing second banana to Gary, Nick
Frost’s rotund Andy Knightley, the most
aggrieved of the tacitly acknowledged
leader’s old chums, boasts his success-
ful transition to middle class confor-
mity. We doubtfully believe it, much in
the same way that we politely abide
similar tales of acquired maturity syn-
drome from the others.

 Oliver (Martin Freeman) maintains
his complacency as a real estate broker;
Peter (Eddie Marsan) declares content-
ment as the number 2 man at his dad’s
auto dealership; and Steve (Paddy
Considine), while divorced, nonethe-
less asserts his happiness in the build-
ing trade…far from Gary’s grip and the
complicated challenges it entailed.

Psst - Steve’s lying, at least a little.
Fact is, he has never gotten over Oliver’s
sister Sam, played by the attractive
Rosamund Pike. Nor has he really for-
given Gary for beating his time with
her. Still living in Newton Haven, Sam
supplies the offbeat love interest, moral
conscience and a semblance of com-
mon sense to the doings.

Alas, there is much chaff to be sepa-
rated from this intelligent form of
tomfoolery…a style reminiscent of the
“Carry On” farces the U.K film indus-
try churned out from the 1950s through
the ‘70’s. Plus, way too much monster
fighting overstays its welcome. Still,
Simon Pegg fans needing an ingestion
of his signature caprice and rebellious-
ness probably won’t, in the final analy-
sis, mind the downside of attending
“The World’s End.”

…
 “The World’s End,” rated R, is a

Focus Features release directed by
Edgar Wright and stars Simon Pegg,
Nick Frost and Martin Freeman. Run-
ning time: 109 minutes

Salvatore Chiarelli

GIVE  YOUR CHILD A
Jewish Cultural Education

973.233.0714 • jcss-nj.org

Meet the Faculty / Registration Sept. 11
Sunday a.m. classes (Grades 2-7) 

in rented space at the JCC / West Orange

History       Hebrew       Literature       Cultural Arts       Holidays       B’nai Mitzvah

An affiliate of the Congress of Secular Jewish Organizations

Open House/Registration September 15

973-200-8309 • jcss-nj.org

Purdue Announces
Academic Honors

WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind. - About
13,600 Purdue University students
earned semester honors for the spring
2013 semester.

Jean Ruggiero of Mountainside,
was among those students.

To earn semester honors, students
must be attending at least half-time,
have at least a 3.5 semester grade
point average and at least a 2.0 cumu-
lative GPA.
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CAROLYN KLINGER-KUETER

MUSIC STUDIO

424 St. Marks Avenue
Westfield

908-233-9094
Carolyn@carolynmusic.com

*Comprehensive music CLASSES for 4-6 year olds

*Private PIANO lessons for 5 year olds to adults

** New Offerings ** Classes & Seminars covering
ROCK, JAZZ & POPULAR music

Proud of our
55 years of teaching.

Continuing the tradition of KNOWLEDGEABLE
EDUCATORS, including the present 4 who have

a combined EXPERIENCE of 130 years.

Enrolling for the Fall

Piano teacher with excellent reputation (25 years in
Westfield/Scotch Plains area) and serious European

training in classical piano. All levels welcomed.

Call: 908-232-0440

PIANO LESSONS

Harmonic Brass to Perform at
Crecent Concert Series September 20
PLAINFIELD  — The Crescent Con-

cert Series will present a program of
music for brass instruments, ranging
from Bach and Handel to Leonard
Bernstein and Ravel (“Bolero”), on
Friday, September 20, at 7:30 p.m. at
the Crescent Avenue Presbyterian
Church, located on the corner of Sev-
enth Street and Watchung Avenue in
Plainfield.

The program, the first in this year’s
Crescent Concerts Series, will feature
Harmonic Brass, a five-member Ger-
man ensemble, in a program entitled
“Highlights in Brass.” A reception will
follow the program.

Harmonic Brass was organized in
Bavaria in 1991. Since then it has toured
the world, giving about 120 concerts a

year, in such venues as Carnegie Hall,
Seoul Arts Center, and the Leipzig
Gewandhaus. For the Goethe Institute,
Harmonic Brass has been a cultural
ambassador since its inception, and the
musicians from Munich also hold nu-
merous workshops.

Tickets are $20 ($15 for seniors and
$5 for students) and may be purchased
at the door. Handicap facilities and
large print programs are available. For
inquiries, telephone (908) 756-2468.

Funding for this concert has been
made possible in part by the New Jer-
sey Council on the Arts, Department of
State, a partner agency of the National
Endowment of the Arts, through a grant
administered by the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

Harmonic Brass

FW Poetry Reading to Feature
Martin Jude Farawell

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series invites the public to
attend a free event on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 17, at 8 p.m. in the Kuran Arts
Center on Watson Road, off North
Martine Avenue, adjacent
to Fanwood Borough Hall
(GPS use 75 N. Martine
Avenue). Martin Jude
Farawell, the distin-
guished poet and play-
wright, will be the fea-
tured reader.

Martin Jude Farawell’s
poems have appeared in a
wide range of literary
journals and anthologies.
His plays have been pro-
duced in regional, univer-
sity, off-off-Broadway
and community theaters from South
Africa to Washington State, includ-
ing The George Street Playhouse.

Born in Jersey City, he is a gradu-
ate of New York University’s Cre-
ative Writing Program. Author of the

book “Genesis: A Sequence of Po-
ems,” he taught composition, cre-
ative writing, poetry and literature
for ten years on the secondary school
and college levels, and is an experi-

enced visiting artist-in-
the-schools. Martin was
named Director of the
Geraldine R. Dodge Po-
etry Program in 2009.

The Carriage House
Poetry Series is in its 15th
year at the Kuran Arts
Center, an historic Gothic
Revival structure that was
once a 19th century car-
riage house, hence the
name of the series. The
September 17 reading is
free and open to the pub-

lic. An open mic reading will follow
the featured performance.

For more information call (908)
889-7223 or (908) 889-5298. For
online directions and information, visit
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com.

SP-F Arts Association to
Host ‘Meet and Greet’

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Fanwood Arts Association
(SPFAA) will start off its 2013-2014
season on with a meet and greet with
new president, Sandra Cerchio, on
Thursday, September 19, from 7 – 9
p.m., at the Patricia M. Kuran Cultural
Arts Center, located on the grounds of
Fanwood’s Borough Hall, facing
Watson Road.

Sandra started as a self-taught por-
trait artist working in graphic and pas-
tel. Her background profession in ar-
chitectural and engineering drafting
gives her work a technical precision
while maintaining grace and original-
ity. Sandra studied oils at a private
studio in Jersey City and then at Saint
Peter’s College under Oscar Magnan,
the director of the Fine Arts Depart-
ment. She has taught as an ad-hoc
instructor in the local community
schools. Today she teaches semi-pri-
vate art classes to both children and
adults.

There will be light refreshments and
an art materials swap.

The Scotch Plains and Fanwood Arts
Association meets monthly, on the third
Thursday of the month. There will be
hands-on workshops, demonstrations
and bus trips.

The Scotch Plains and Fanwood Arts
Association was established in 1966 by
Howard Arnold, who also created the
SPFAA logo. In the logo the thistle

Sandra Cerchio

represents Scotch Plains and the four
oak leaves and acorn represent Fan-
wood. The goal of SPFAA is to pro-
mote and foster an appreciation of the
arts.

All meetings, demonstrations and
workshops are free and open to the
public. meeting are held at the Carriage
House, which is located on the grounds
of Fanwood’s Borough Hall, facing
Watson Road, Fanwood. There is ample
parking at the Carriage House Pocket
Park directly across the street on Watson
Road.

For additional information contact
Sandra Cerchio at (908) 889 9504, or
by mail at P.O. Box 151, Fanwood, NJ
07023 or visti the website at spfaa.org.

Donato to Demonstrate
Painting Techniques at WAA
WESTFIELD – On Sunday, Sep-

tember 15, the Westfield Art Associa-
tion (WAA) will open its 2013-14
season with a demonstration of
“Painting Techniques of the Renais-
sance Masters” by Michael Donato.

Through a laborious process, 16-
17th century master artists were able
to create the appearance of luminos-
ity deep within their paintings. While
the same techniques are available to-
day, very few artists are either willing
or able to expend the time and effort
that is required to achieve the effect.

Ever since graduation from the
School of Visual Arts in New York
City with a B.F.A., in 1974 Michael
Donato has been working as a profes-
sional artist/illustrator. His illustra-
tions have appeared in both editorial
and childrens’ markets and his com-
missioned paintings hang in both
public galleries and private collec-
tions. He has taught drawing, ad-
vanced painting, and illustration for
the past 20 years, and continues to do
so at both the duCret School of Art in
Plainfield and Monmouth University
in West Long Branch.

The meeting will be held from 1 -
4 p.m. at the Community Room of
the Westfield Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield. The
Community Room is handicapped-
accessible. While the meeting is open
to the public free of charge, a dona-

Michael Donato

Martin Jude Farawell

Water Color Club to
Host Artist de Mos

LIVINGSTON - The Essex Water
Color Club announced its monthly
meeting will feature a demonstration
by New Jersey artist Mark de Mos on
Sunday, October 13, from 2-4 p.m. at
the Livingston Senior Community
Center, 204 Hillside Avenue,
Livingston.

The demonstration is open to the
public and is free to members and $5
for non-members and guests. Refresh-
ments will be served.

For further information, contact
John Wolff, (973) 994-1597 or visit
www.ewcclub.com.

To learn more about the artist and
see his range of work visit
www.demosfineart.com.Watercolor by Mark de Mos

Artist Dea Lenihan
Featured at the Eric

Carle Museum
AMHERST, Mass. – Dea Lenihan,

of Westfield, was a recent guest of The
Eric Carle Museum of Storybook Art
featuring “The Open Pillow,” a book
illustrated by Ms. Lenihan and written
by David Rowinski. The museum has
featured the work of beloved artists
Tomie dePaolo, Ernest H. Shepard,
Dorothy Kunhardt, Lucy Cousins, Eric
Carle, and many more.

“The Open Pillow,” a book about
growing up and finding your place in
the world, was read to an audience of
local children, by Mr. Rowinski, fol-
lowed by an interactive art lesson with
Ms. Lenihan and book signing.

“This was an honor,” said Ms.
Lenihan, “I hope one day one of my
drawings may find a permanent home
at the Carle.”

Ms. Lenihan’s drawings are currently
on display at Galeria West on Quimby
Street in Westfield, and will be featured
during the concert night series, First
Friday, on September 6.

tion from non-members will be ap-
preciated. Additional information is
available on the Westfield Art Asso-
ciation website at
www.westfieldartassociation.org.

Dea Lenihan

Cosimo’s, Brick Oven Offer
Diners an Array of Choices

By HILAREY WOJTOWICZ
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The lingering aroma of a grandma’s
pizza pie or the linguini alla brick oven
may meet your nose as you enter their
doors. You may even hear the sounds of
laughter as you pass by on the street,
carrying like a household melody.

Regardless of the different styles of
Cosimo’s Italian Restaurant and the
Brick Oven, Italian restaurants in down-
town Westfield, both offer a perfect
evening for fun with the family or a
night on the town with a new flame.

With soft lighting that compliments
both the indoor and outdoor seating
areas, the atmosphere of both may
sweep you away for an hour or two,
bringing you to an Italian home you
never knew you had. Cosimo’s hearty
wood archways surrounded by walls
of rustic brick offers a cozy, old-
fashioned, yet up-to-date feel to the
space.

“It’s like being home,” said owner
Angela Loia, who, after 32 years of
business on East Broad Street, has
seen her customers grow up along
side her own family. “It’s nice to see
the kids and then before you know it,
they’re grown up and still coming.”

Brick Oven owners Lucille and
Frank Vasfailo of Long Branch enjoy
their downtown Westfield location
on Quimby Street. Although slightly
smaller in size, the Brick Oven offers
an intimate setting, with a split-level
layout of tables. With an exposed brick-
oven in the back, customers have been
able to enjoy made-to-order dishes for
the past 20 years.

“Westfield is an affluent community
who likes to-order meals,” Mr. Vasfailo
said. “Everything is made fresh daily.”

With home-made pasta and ingredi-
ents coming from as many local farms
as possible, Mr. Vasfailo believes his
restaurant is best known for its penne

alla vodka and its rigatoni con salsiccia.
Cosimo’s, on the other hand, is well-

known for its soups and personal piz-
zas. Ms. Loia said one of her popular,
fan-favorite dishes is the fusilli pasta
with shrimp, but diners have their pref-
erences as well.

Susan Sandford of Cranford and Jean
Citarella of Colonia, along with two of
their friends, frequent Cosimo’s – their
favorite meeting place – for the their
favorite dishes.

“We’ve been coming here for at least
five years all together,” Ms. Sandford
said. “We like the specials and the
personal pizzas.”

The customers in both Cosimo’s and
the Brick Oven looked to truly be en-
joying themselves, whether it was a
large group or just a table for two.
Neither restaurant seemed loud or over-
whelming and the staff was warm and
welcoming no matter the time of day.

During the summer, you may feel
the warm sunshine on your shoulders
during an afternoon lunch or a cool
breeze as you feast on a late night
dinner by candle light. Either way,
Cosimo’s and the Brick Oven offer
both indoor and outdoor seating, a menu
with food choices for everyone and the
perfect atmosphere, especially for the
end of summer, when evenings are
often devoted to making memories with
the ones you love.

Inviting atmospheres, friendly faces
and delicious food at reasonable prices
is all it took for me to find the Brick
Oven and Cosimo’s as two local Italian
restaurants that deserve recognition and
repeat visits.

Cosimo’s is open for lunch and din-
ner, seven days a week. Brick Oven is
open for lunch Monday through Satur-
day and dinner seven days a week.
Both are currently BYOB. (Domenico
Winery has applied to the state for a
license to sell at Cosimo’s.)

http://www.NazzaroMusic.com
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WSO Rebrands Itself as
New Jersey Festival Orchestra

NJ FESTIVAL ORCHESTRA…Outstanding collaborations are part of the
hallmark of New Jersey Festival Orchestra excellence. Pictured, Cirque du
Soleil’s Sandy Cameron joins the orchestra for a rousing season finale perfor-
mance of Tchaikovsky’s violin concert last June.

By BARBARA THOMSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

What’s in a name? More than you
would think, as the Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra rebrands itself as
the New Jersey Festival Orchestra.

The Westfield Symphony, founded
in 1983, has been an outstanding
professional orchestra, composed
entirely of the highest level of sym-
phonic players from the New York
metropolitan region. For 30 years it
has garnered praise and glowing criti-
cal reviews for its performances of
the great masterworks of the reper-
toire, as well as innovative collabora-
tions with dancers, choruses, and even
silent movie accompaniments.

But in trying to reach into a broader
geographical area, the name produced
confusion. The Plainfield Symphony,
the Summit Symphony, and the
Livingston Symphony orchestras are
all community groups which provide
talented amateurs a chance to play in
an orchestra. If you did not already
know otherwise, it was easy to as-
sume that the Westfield Symphony
was another community orchestra like
these.

Changing the name to the New
Jersey Festival Orchestra makes it
clear that this is an outstanding pro-
fessional orchestra, and thus makes it
easier to reach out into other areas of

the state and appeal to patrons be-
yond the immediate Westfield area.

“Westfield will always be the home
and foundation of the New Jersey
Festival Orchestra,” said Marketing
Director Elizabeth Ryan. “We want
to be sensitive to the concerns of the
many Westfielders who have sup-
ported us over the years. But with the
present difficult financial environ-
ment for orchestras, we either had to
move forward and expand, or stand
still and die.”

But it is not as simple as just print-
ing up new stationery. Market sur-
veys were conducted, questionnaires
sent out, supporters interviewed. Le-
gal entities had to be changed – it was
a bureaucratic challenge, to say the
least. There were initial reservations
on the part of some long-time sup-
porters, but when the rationale be-
hind the name change was explained,
the vast majority of Westfield Sym-
phony supporters became New Jer-
sey Festival Orchestra supporters.

Additionally, some of the
symphony’s major funders – the
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation and
the New Jersey State Council on the
Arts, to name but two, have been
strongly supportive of the move, even
to the point of increasing their fund-
ing for the orchestra.

The organization and staff will re-

main the same. Maestro David Wroe
will remain the conductor, and the
offices will remain in Westfield. The
orchestra will continue to perform
regularly in Westfield, but will be
looking for opportunities to expand
into other venues and other genres.
Already, performances have been
scheduled with The Three Irish Ten-
ors (December 6) and Natalie Mer-
chant (March 22) at the Mayo Center
in Morristown.

Other highlights of the season in-
clude stars from the Metropolitan
Opera in conjunction with Opera in
Florham in concert performances of
Verdi’s Aida, both in Westfield and
the Ridge Performing Arts Center in
Basking Ridge (October 12 and 13),
and a Halloween Spooktacular fea-
turing symphonic accompaniment to
Lon Chaney’s Phantom of the Opera
at the Bickford Theater at the Morris
Museum (November 2). The
orchestra’s family-friendly Home for
the Holidays program in Westfield
will feature seasonal favorites and
sing-alongs (December 7), and of
course, that always-sold-out New
Year’s Eve Broadway concert An’ All
That Jazz is not to be missed.

The season continues with That
Gypsy Spirit – a lively program of
music by Kodaly, Rimsky-Korsakov
and Dvorak (February 22 in West-
field, February 23 at the Morristown
Museum), and concludes with Gustav
Mahler’s spectacular Symphony No.
2 – “The Resurrection” with the ac-
claimed Harmonium Choral Society
and soloists (May 31 in Westfield,
June 1 in Basking Ridge).

“Our unique and dynamic season
will, we believe, bring classical mu-
sic to life with an ongoing ‘festival’
of compelling presentations worthy
of our new name,” stated Conductor
Wroe. “Please be part of our exhila-
rating musical journey to celebrate
the orchestra’s upward momentum
and graduation to regional acclaim. I,
for one, can’t wait for the baton to be
raised on this new season and new
era!”

For tickets or further information,
contact the orchestra at (908) 232-
9400, or visit
www.njfestivalorchestra.org.

‘Cake Boss’ Stars Draw Big Crowd
At WF Bakery Grand Opening

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD —Crowds lined both
sides of East Broad Street in Westfield
on Sunday morning to catch a glimpse
of celebrity baker, Buddy Valastro, from
the popular reality television shows
“Cake Boss” and “Next Great Baker”
airing on TLC Network.

Mr. Valastro was in town to oversee
the grand opening of Carlo’s Bakery,
the third of such establishments his
family owns and operates in New Jer-
sey.

Fans of both the star and his baked
goods traveled from all parts of New
Jersey; from up in East Hanover to
down in Bordentown. The DiMattia
family even traveled across the globe
from Italy, where they said they watch
“Cake Boss” regularly.

Some arrived as early as 5 o’clock in
the morning. Others brought books for
the famous chef to autograph. Ten year-
old Matthew Logue of Cranford had
created a personalized “Cake Boss”
bracelet he hoped to present to Mr.
Valastro. Many were looking forward
to sampling the bakery’s renowned
“lobster tail,” a specialty cream-filled
pastry.

In an interview with The Westfield
Leader and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, Mr. Valastro said as a long-time
New Jersey resident, he has visited
Westfield many times and always
thought it was a “great family neigh-
borhood,” and therefore, “a perfect
place for our bakery.”

“We were looking for that old-fash-
ioned Main Street I think is kind of lost
in America,” he said. “We’re trying to
bring our spin on the old-fashioned
bakery to Main Street.”

Many of Mr. Valastro’s family mem-
bers who work with him at the main
Hoboken location and appear regu-
larly on “Cake Boss,” not only accom-
panied him to the opening, but rolled
up their sleeves to bake with him and
help serve customers behind the counter
Sunday including his wife, Lisa, his
four sisters and two brother-in-laws.

“We do things the old-fashioned way

here,” said a fan favorite, Mauro
Castano, who had been baking all morn-
ing and was happy to pause to pose for
photos and chat with fans.

He said he believed the turnout for
the Westfield grand opening to be big-
ger than their previous store opening in
Ridgewood, and he was moved by how
welcomed the town made them feel.

Mr. Valestro said while those family
members plan to work in Westfield
periodically, the bakery would be man-
aged daily by his cousin, Jay Macklin,
who had previously worked with him
at the Hoboken store and Jersey City
production facility.

The “Cake Boss” himself planned to
check-in at least once or twice a week,
especially in the beginning. However,
he said his visits would most likely be
unannounced.

While Mr. Valastro would like Carlo’s
to be “that local bakery where people
come to get their birthday cakes,” if
someone wanted one of the more intri-
cate and spectacular cakes featured on
the show, such as the “Transformer” or
“Space Shuttle” that actually
“launched” with pyrotechnics and hy-
draulics, that’s possible, too.

“For something like that, you’d just
sit down with us and we’d figure it all
out. We may have to Skype in to where
I am, but at the end of the day, you can
order the cake right from Westfield,” he
said.

He explained the Westfield store is
based on their Ridgewood model, al-
though he was able to tweak a few
things. It includes the “Cake Bar,” where
customers can chose cake details and
watch bakers and decorators assemble
it.

He is so pleased with how the West-
field store came together, he is “ex-
cited” to remodel his original Hoboken
bakery after Westfield’s.

Seventh grader Sofia Lemberg of
Westfield was the first paying customer,
and said she was thrilled to receive a
complimentary Carlo’s Bakery t-shirt
as a result.

Because many people continued to
stand on line outside the bakery for

hours, the staff brought them crumb
cake samples to enjoy in the meantime.
The bakery also planned to stay open as
late as necessary to be sure every cus-
tomer would be served.

Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
told The Leader and The Times that
while he does not have much time to
watch reality television programming,
he recently learned a lot about “Cake
Boss.”

“It sounds like they have an amazing
product, and Westfield is an amazing
town to have it,” he said.

When asked whether he thought pos-
sible parking or traffic issues caused by
the influx of the bakery’s fans might be
a problem, Mr. Skibitsky said, “I think
it’s a good problem to have lots of
people coming to our downtown. It’s
good for the businesses…it’s good for
everybody.”

Mr. Skibitsky, town council mem-
bers, as well as members of the Down-
town Westfield Corporation and West-
field Area Chamber of Commerce
joined Mr. Valastro outside for the rib-
bon-cutting ceremony.

“This is probably one of the pretti-
est—if not the prettiest—downtowns
in New Jersey,” Mr. Valastro told the
cheering crowd. “So it was a ‘no-
brainer’ to come here and be in the
community. And that’s what we want
to be. We want to be part of the family
here.”

While the grand opening was not
filmed by TLC on Sunday, Chief Brand
Officer Adam Bourcier said the West-
field locale could likely be featured on
future episodes of “Cake Boss” when it
resumes filming and production later
this year.

Westfield is now home to two pre-
mium bakeries — Carlo’s Bakery and
less than a block away, Bovella’s Pastry
Shoppe, a long-time hometown staple.

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LET THEM EAT CAKE...Fans of TLC Network’s “Cake Boss” and “Next Great Baker” line both sides of East Broad Street
in Westfield on Sunday morning hoping to catch a glimpse of celebrity baker, Buddy Valastro, at the grand opening of his
Westfield bakery, Carlo’s Bakery.

Jannotti Elected to
World Country, Line

DanceSport Federation
GARWOOD — Gene Jannotti of

Garwood was elected as First Vice
President of the World Country and
Line DanceSport Federation
(WCLDSF). Mr. Jannotti is the
founder and President of the US
Country and Line DanceSport Fed-
eration, a non-profit 501c3 corpora-
tion established to permit country
dancers to compete at the World
DanceSport Games (WSDF).

The WSDF inaugural games will
take place in Kaohsiung, Taiwan from
September 15-21. Mr. Jannotti will
be coaching a team of two U.S. danc-
ers who will compete against dancers
from seven other countries for gold,
silver and bronze medals. These
games are under the umbrella of the
International Olympic Committee
(IOC) following the format of the
Olympic Games and will be televised
throughout Asia with an expected
20,000 daily spectators.

Jeff Bartholomew, president of
WCLDS, stated that he very much
welcomed Gene to the world organi-
zation bringing his many years of
dance experience combined with his
corporate background to this impor-
tant position.

Gene Jannotti

Deutscher Club to Host
German Day

CLARK — The Deutscher Club of
Clark will host Deutscher Tag (Ger-
man Day) on Sunday, September 22,
from 12 noon to 6 p.m.

Admission $5 per person, children
under 12 free. The event will feature
food, fun and family entertainment
with music by the Philadelphia Ger-
man Brass Band.

The event is outdoors and will be
held rain or shine. Tables, parking
and children’s activities will be avail-
able.

German and American food and
beverages will be sold. No outside
food or beverages permitted. No
skates, skateboards, bicycles or glass
containers or dogs are allowed

For more information, call (732)
574-8600 or visit
www.deutscherclub.usa.

Westfield Historical Society
To Host Apple Fest

WESTFIELD  — The Westfield
Historical Society (WHS) will host
its fifth annual Apple Fest fundraiser
on Saturday, October 5, from 12 to 4
p.m. on the lawn of the historic Reeve
House, located at 314 Mountain Av-
enue in Westfield. The rain date is
Sunday, October 6, also from 12 to 4
p.m.

Visitors to Apple Fest will have an
opportunity to participate in docent
tours of the Reeve House and grounds,
adult and children’s games, pumpkin
painting, face painting, tin piercing,
barbershop music, children’s art con-
test, mum and homemade food sales
and much more.

One featured event is the spectacu-
lar apple pie contest. After the judg-
ing by local chefs, the pies and pie
slices will be for sale. The public is
invited to participate in this com-
munity contest. There are new pie
categories this year including one
for children and one for men.

Members of the Daughters of the
American Revolution will again be
helping the effort by making pies
for the sale. Contact the office for
information on how to submit a pie.

This year, the Apple Cafe will be
unveiled, a 1910 themed cafe, where
you can sit, have lunch and watch
the activities. Quiche and seasonal
salad will be featured along with
hot dogs for the kids. Grandma
Ginny’s antiques and collectibles
sale will be held in conjunction
with Apple Fest.

The Westfield Historical Society is
a non profit organization dedicated
to preserving and sharing Westfield’s
rich heritage for future generations.

The newly renovated Reeve House
serves as the organization’s head-
quarters, museum, and history and
cultural center. Proceeds from the
event will be used to support these
efforts and community outreach pro-
grams. Membership in the WHS is
open to all and a membership table
will be open all day for those who
would like more information on ac-
tivities or would like to join.

For further information, call the
Westfield Historical Society’s office
at (908) 654-1794 or visit
www.westfieldhistoricalsociety.org
and look for the link for Apple Fest
information.





   St. Bartholomew the Apostle Church 
Presents 

                                       Catholicism: The journey of a lifetime 

 

is a Faith Formation Program that brings the beauty, goodness and truth  
of the Church to life so that you can better understand and share your faith.  

  is a documentary film series presented by Father Robert Barron the founder of  

Word on Fire Catholic Ministries.   
 

 

Tuesday Evenings, from 7:30 9:00 pm in the Cafeteria 

9/17/2013: Amazed and Afraid:  

     The Revelation of God Become Man 

9/24/2013: Happy are We:  

     The Teachings of Jesus 

10/1/2013: That Than Which Nothing Greater can be Thought:  

     The Ineffable Mystery of God 

10/8/2013:  

     Mary, the Mother of God 

10/15/2013: The Indispensable Men:  

     Peter, Paul and the Missionary Adventure 

10/22/2013: A Body Both Suffering and Glorious:  

     The Mystical Union of Christ and the Church 

10/29/2013: Word Made Flesh, True Bread of Heaven:  

       

11/5/2013: A Vast Company of Witnesses:  

      The Communion of Saints 

11/12/2013: The Fire of His Love:  

      Prayer and the Life of the Spirit 

11/19/2013: World Without End:  

     The Last Things 
- 

 

Pre-registration required by September 12 either 

contact 908-322-5192, church rectory or e-mail us at 

stbartRSVP@gmail.com to reserve your study materials. 

Study Guide Materials Cost $25.00 

 

Visit www.stbartholomewchurch.org for presentation 

descriptions. 
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

New faces will be looking to fill
some big shoes, but this year’s
Cranford High School football
team has a number of returning
veterans, especially in the de-
fensive secondary, and a prom-
ising group of sophomores, who
have the ability to add depth and
make a strong contribution.

Two years ago, the Cougars
won the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 title and last year, with
quarterback Reggie Green, who
was recruited by the University
of Pittsburgh, the team won its
first playoff game before experi-
encing a setback at the hands of
Palisades Park in the semifinals
to finish with a 7-3 record. Addi-
tionally, the Cougars must re-
place a very competent group of
linebackers and linemen.

“We’ve got a lot of new faces.
What they lacked in experience,
they made up in effort and a lot
of hard work in the off-season.
They expect to win like we have
been able to do the last few
years. We do have to get them in
the fire and ready to perform as
soon as possible. We have a lot of
guys who can play football. They
just need to do it at a varsity
level,” Cougar Head Coach Erik
Rosenmeier said.

The young Cougars got their
first test at the varsity level in a
scrimmage game with Wayne
Valley on August 27.

OBLACHINSKI ASSUMES QUARTERBACK POSITION; MOST EXPERIENCE IN ‘D’ SECONDARY

Cougar Gridders Hustling to Be Ready on ‘First Snap’
“We had our first scrimmage

against a good Wayne Valley
team. At the beginning, we
weren’t very good. But what I
was proudest of was they knew
they weren’t very good and they
fixed it during the scrimmage.

That shows some maturity. It
shows some toughness. We have
to understand that in a game
situation, we have to be ready
from the first snap and we have
to play until the last one,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

Senior John Oblachinski, who
was Green’s primary target last
year with 25 receptions for 235

yards and also ran the ball for a
touchdown and a two-point con-
version, has shifted to quarter-
back. He will man the cornerback
position on defense. Last year he
led the team with six intercep-
tions.

“We expect big things from him.
We think he’s one of the best
athletes in the county. He can do
a lot of things for us at the quar-
terback position both running and

throwing that’s going to put pres-
sure on the defense. This is his
first year starting as a varsity
quarterback. We have to under-
stand that that is where he is at
this point. The sky is the limit for
what he’s going to be able to do,”
Coach Rosenmeier said.

Sophomore Jack Schetelich has
shown promise as the backup
quarterback, and Oblichinski will
be working with some experi-
enced running backs in senior
Joe DaSilva and juniors Donavin
Walker, Luke Christiano and
Kevin Trotter. Sophomores Sean
Leonard and Ahmad Davis will
also add some depth.

Should Oblachinski decide to
go to the air, he has senior wide
receivers Jack McCaffrey and
Geddy Warner, and sophomore
Joe Norton, along with tight ends
Steve Baglieri (senior) and jun-
ior Jake Matthews. The backfield
expects to get breathing room
from senior center Rob DelSanto,
senior guards Rob
O’Shaughnessy and Jon El-
Khoury, sophomores Will Fries
and Kevin Doran, and senior tack-
les Mike Pastore, Brian Bruns
and Ryan Drew, and junior Nick
Ballas.

“We have a lot of sophomores
on the field. We are going to be
able to play a lot of guys this
year,” Coach Rosenmeier noted.

Baglieri, Bruns and Ballas are
expected to man the defensive
ends, while Pastore,
O’Shaughnessy, Fries and Doran
will plug the interior line. The
linebacker crew will be
DelSandro, sophomore Niko
Cappello, Matthews, junior Colin
Scanlon, Drew and Davis.

On the corners will be
Oblachinski, Walker, Leonard and
McCaffrey, and the safeties will

Probitas Verus Honos

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Story on page 10

of The Westfield Leader

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
AVOIDING THE SACK…Cougar quarterback John Oblachinski, No. 12, avoid being sacked in the scrimmage game
against Wayne Valley at Memorial Field in Cranford on August 27.
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we were able to stop them in the
short yardage situations. It
proves to us that we can play
defense and to do it all the time.
Play the next play and win the
next play,” Coach Rosenmeier
said.

Veteran senior Troy Ketler is
expected to handle the kicking
responsibilities, but Norton is
expected to be a strong backup.

The Cougars’ schedule does not
get any easier and they will jump
right into the fire with their sea-
son opener at Watchung Hills on
Thursday, September 12, at 7
p.m.

“That schedule is certainly a
challenge. We don’t really sweat
anybody. We just want it to be
fair for everybody our size to get
a similar schedule. For now, we
have to play the schedule that’s
in front of us, and I can promise
we will show up every week,”
Coach Rosenmeier said.

be DaSilva, Trotter, Christiano
and Schetelich.

“Our most experience returns

in the secondary. We expect to
be good in that area. One of the
keys in the scrimmage was that

Cougar Gridders Hustling to Be Ready on First Snap – Oblachinski is Quarterback
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SENIORS GEE, TROTTER TO BE TERRORS ON OFFENSE; STROTZ IS OUTSIDE RIGHT BACK

Cougar Soccer Boys Looking to Form Strong Team Bond
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Greg Campbell introduced a new
system when he became the head
coach of the Cranford High School
boys soccer team last year, and
with a large senior class, his team
became more competitive as the
season progressed and finished
with a 7-12-5 record.

“Last year we made some re-
ally good strides. We started out
a little rough trying to implement
a new system. We really made
some headway as we went,” he
said.

This season, Coach Campbell
has the opportunity to mold his
Cougars into the type of team
that he really wants.

“We lost a lost 14 seniors. There
are some upsides and some pit-
falls with that. Obviously replac-
ing 14 guys on the roster means
that you have to pull up some
kids who don’t have a lot of var-
sity experience. By clearing out
that much roster space, you also
open a lot of available playing
time. Younger guys knew, com-
ing into this season, there are a
lot of spots to compete for and
we have seen a lot of improve-
ment in our players coming up,”
Coach Campbell said.

Despite having a very young
squad, Coach Campbell has seen
some remarkable progress.

“We have a much smaller se-
nior class this year. That being
said, there is a much higher level
of competition, because we don’t
have as many established posi-
tions. Guys are really battling it
out for these spots. So far the
system has really worked out.
There is a really good team at-
mosphere, and we have had good
results in our first two scrim-
mages — 7-0 against Fair Lawn
and 4-1 against Woodbridge,” he
said.

The few remaining senior vet-
erans, however, have a lot to
offer the young squad. Andrew
Gee has shown strong leadership
as a center midfielder.

“He’s going to be playing an
attacking midfielder spot, basi-
cally running point in the center.
He is going to be a real focal point
for us. He has a lot of skill and
really good field vision. I think
we’ve begun to implement a sys-
tem that really plays to a lot of his
qualities. I am looking for him to
have a big season,” Coach
Campbell said.

“Mr. Hustle” Tommy Trotter
possesses the ability to badger
opposing teams’ backfield and
goalies.

“The kid never stops running.
He’s a great example in training
sessions. We couldn’t ask for a
better striker. He has really found,
from last year to this year, a nose
for the goal. Some strikers just
know where to be and it’s cer-
tainly the case for him,” Coach
Campbell said.

Two other seniors, Kyle Mallon
and Medo Mansour, figure to be
influential up front. Also in the

midfield will be juniors Mark
Christiano and Moises
Phillipsborn.

“We’ve had some nice addi-
tions, who have made great
strides in the off-season, Kyle on
outside wing and Medo on the
other. In the center we are run-
ning two juniors who have shown
great promise, Mark and Moises,
who have done a nice job con-
trolling that central midfield
tempo. They are learning to play
with and for each other,” Coach
Campbell said.

Senior returning starter Peter

Strotz is expected to be a leading
defender as the outside right
back. “He’s always a solid de-
fender, not afraid to go in for a
50-50. He wins a lot of headers,”
Coach Campbell said.

Senior Brandon DeOliveira will
be the stopper, junior Chris
Didzbalis will be at left side back
and junior Erik Monteagudo will
be at sweeper.

“Brandon has been playing club
ball, but he came out for the
school program this year. He has
been a rock at that stopper spot,
and he can really play with his
feet as well. He has good field
vision at that spot. Chris and Erik
have really set up that back line,
so I am excited moving into the
regular season,” Coach Campbell
said.

Competition also exists for the
keeper position with senior Ian
Hay and sophomore Dominic
Meliado.

“They each bring different
things to the table. Ian is a big
body. He covers a lot of the net,
and he’s tough to get around to
put that ball in. Dominic is a little
bit smaller, but he has a little
more technical ability. He has
had some pretty extensive keeper
training, and he has a feel for the
position

The Cougars are eager to get
into action when they open their
season at St. Joseph’s on Satur-
day, September 7 at 10:00 a.m.

“Our mental outlook is really
great. Because there is so much
competition and I took a smaller
number of players. When there
is that many fewer guys to find
playing time for, it benefits ev-
erybody, because every guy is
going to see playing time every
single game. We are well on our
way to forming that team bond
that is so necessary,” Coach
Campbell said.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCRIMMAGE BATTLE…The Cougars, in white, battled Fair Lawn in a recent scrimmage at Memorial Field.
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Blue Devil Gridders Handled the Somerville Pioneers in Scrimmage Game at Kehler
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By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough Planning
Board members have unani-
mously approved a variance per-
mitting a homeowner to build a
second-floor addition closer to
the front edge of his property
than ordinances allow.

Ivan Pacella, of 324 Willow Av-
enue, is building a suite for his
widowed mother-in-law over the
left side of his single-family home,
which includes the garage. The
house is 17.7 feet from the prop-
erty line instead of the required
25 feet.

“The variance is necessary be-
cause part of the existing first
floor is closer than 25 feet from
the front property line,” Mr.
Pacella’s attorney, Gary Maher,
explained at the August 28 plan-
ning board meeting. “The appli-
cants want to build straight up
above that existing first floor.”

After board member Bill
Nierstedt expressed concern
about “front-yard creep,” among
other things, Mr. Pacella agreed
to three caveats. He must sign a
deed restriction that will prohibit
him or any future property owner
from turning the home into a
two-family dwelling; he must
reconfigure his two-car driveway
into a one-car space, and there
will be no further front-yard en-
croachment.

Mr. Pacella and his wife,
Philomena, purchased the more
than century-old home six years
ago. His father-in-law recently
died, and his mother-in-law
moved in.

“Basically what we want to do is
give her her own little space that
if she wants, she can be with us,
or if she needs that one day on
her own, she can just go and
she’s got her own bedroom, her
own living and her own bath-
room,” Mr. Pacella said.

The addition also includes cre-
ating another bedroom so all of
his children can have their own

rooms, he added.
Mr. Pacella said if he had to

follow the 25-foot setback for the
second floor, he would lose eight
feet of the bedroom for his
mother-in-law and would not be
able to have a separate bedroom
for his son. He said the house
also would look “ridiculous, with
a flat roof in the front and going
straight up.”

Mr. Nierstedt told Mr. Maher
that the property could conform
to the requirements and still have
a pitched roof. He pressed Mr.
Maher to show how granting the
variance would be beneficial to
the public as opposed to only his
client.

“There’s really no detriment,”
Mr. Maher said in response. “The
house already is in that space.
Certainly it would be a detriment
if the applicant had to follow the
existing setback and build kind
of a setback second floor, which
I suppose he could do within the
zoning, but it would look hid-
eous.”

Architect Arthur Henn testified
that the house would be no closer
to the street than the houses on
either side. He said he consid-
ered pushing the second floor
addition back, but it would have
changed the air flow.

“Basically, we would have had
to increase the amount of circu-
lation space,” Mr. Henn said. “We
have a small little hallway now,
thus making the proposed addi-
tion a bigger volume than we
really need. Keeping it forward
would basically compact the sec-
ond floor and give us the space
that we need.”

He added that pushing the sec-
ond floor back could potentially
cast shadows on neighboring
properties. “Keeping it forward,
it falls on the house, and it allows
the people on the left some light,
especially that morning light, the
morning sun,” he said.

Mr. Nierstedt also expressed
concern about the two-car drive-

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The Cranford
Township Planning Board passed
a resolution on August 21 to
recommend the Complete Streets
program be considered by the
township committee. The rec-
ommendation followed a presen-
tation by Rebecca Hoeffer of
Cranford and Ranjit Walsia, a
planner from Clark, who said the
program would make Cranford
more convenient for motorists,
pedestrians, bicyclists and pub-
lic-transportation riders.

According to Mr. Walsia, the
program is part of a nationwide
movement to make getting
around towns safer and easier.
Ms. Hoeffer, who is a third-gen-
eration resident, said she be-
came interested in the program
after having a very hard time
trying to cross Centennial Av-
enue with two small children in
tow. She has gotten 101 people
to sign a petition in favor of the
program and has written out a
policy for making streets easier
to negotiate for children, cyclists
and the elderly.

The program suggests bike
lockers be put at the Cranford
Train Station and changes be
made in the downtown parking
program. Mr. Walsia said he has
been advising Ms. Hoeffer on a
pro bono basis. He also said new
policies, if adopted, may not be
one-size-fits all, saying certain
policies may be specific to ad-
dressing the needs of young pe-
destrians, senior citizens or the
disabled. He suggested making
changes where appropriate.

Board member Rita LaBrutta
commented, “When I walk around
town, there are places that I
avoid.”

Everyone agreed that the inter-
section of North and Centennial
Avenues is dangerous. Also in
recent months a pedestrian was
struck by a car while crossing the
street near the train station. Parts
of the program, if adopted by the
township committee after rec-
ommendation of the planning
board, might include new signage,
countdown lights to help persons
wanting to cross the street, new
paving, curb cuts, and an educa-
tional program fostered through
the school district and the town-
ship TV channel.

Mr. Walsia said the township
must prioritize what it wants to
do first, perhaps by working with
the Cranford Police Department.

“You have to figure out what
would be appropriate and fea-
sible,” he said. He also suggested
that grant money might be avail-
able from the state for some
projects.

Mayor Thomas Hannen, Jr. said,
“We may be eligible for some
funding through NJ Transit.”

Board member Peter Taylor
questioned the need for the pro-
gram. The rest of the board
agreed that there were problem
spots in town for cyclists as well
as pedestrians and motorists.

Gw Planning Bd. OKs 2nd Floor on Willow
way that is in front of a one-car
garage, and that while Mr. Pacella
is not planning to turn his home
into a two-family, the prospect
would be tempting for future
buyers. It was the impetus for
requiring the deed restriction,
reconfiguring the driveway to a
one-car space and prohibiting
any further encroachment toward
the street.

In other meeting news, Mr.
Nierstedt chastised Mr. Maher
for submitting a 30-year-old sur-
vey for an application for a park-
ing variance on Center Street.
Erminia Savino Livieri is building
four apartments above existing
retail shops. The survey showed
a vacant lot.

“Couldn’t you at least have got-
ten an updated survey?” Mr.
Nierstedt asked, adding that he
is in support of the project.
“Should we even move on this?
As far as I’m concerned, the prop-
erty is vacant.”

Mr. Maher apologized. After a
15-minute recess, he asked the
matter be postponed to the
Wednesday, September 25
meeting. “We feel it is prudent to
accept Mr. Nierstedt’s very rea-
sonable and probably wise sug-
gestion,” he said.

Spaghetti Dinner
To Benefit Ill Teen

KENILWORTH — A spaghetti
and meatball dinner to benefit a
15-year-old cancer patient will
be held on Friday, September
27, from 6 to 10 p.m. at the
Kenilworth Veterans Center, lo-
cated at 33 South 21st Street in
Kenilworth.

Tylor Collins of Clark has been
stricken with Ewing sarcoma, a
rare bone cancer. The “Friends of
Tylor” are seeking support for
him and his family. Tickets to the
dinner are $20. For tickets and
more information, call (908) 276-
9769 or write to:
friendsoftylor@yahoo.com.

Rosary Altar Society
Plans Showboat Trip
GARWOOD — The Rosary Altar

Society of the Church of St. Anne
in Garwood has planned a trip to
the Showboat in Atlantic City for
Sunday, September 29. The bus
will leave from St. Anne’s Church,
located at 325 Second Avenue in
Garwood, at 11:30 a.m. sharp
and will return at approximately
9:30 p.m.

The cost is $30 per person with
a slot return. Interested persons
are asked to make their reserva-
tions as soon as possible by call-
ing Jennie at (908) 789-0778 or
Eileen at (908) 789-0414.

Cranford Bd. Recommends
‘Complete Streets’ Program
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Salvatore Chiarelli to
Perform at Garwood Library

GARWOOD — Salvatore
Chiarelli, will return to the
Garwood Public Library for a
musical encore on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 17, at 7 p.m.

A native of New York City, Mr.
Chiarelli was vocally trained in both
Italy and New York City for the opera
stage. He has been heard on televi-
sion and radio, as well as on the
opera stages of both North America
and Europe. In addition, he has
performed as a soloist on satellite
television, reaching 75 countries
around the world. At the very outset
of his vocal training, this
tenor won an audition in
Manhattan to be a soloist
for a five-week concert
tour of Italy.

In 2006, Mr. Chiarelli
recorded his first CD en-
titled “Due Terre, Un
Cuore,” which includes
fifteen tracks of opera,
Neapolitan songs, and
musical theater. In
January of 2011, Mr.
Chiarelli has completed
the recording of his sec-
ond CD. He was a final-
ist in the New York State
regional singing com-
petition in 2006 and 2007 and was
a recipient of the 2008-2009 Dis-
tinguished Artist Award from the
Town of Oyster Bay, Long Island.
In September of 2008, he had an
award winning performance at
Hofstra University.

In the last five years, Mr.
Chiarelli has performed in over
200 concerts and shows in more
than 150 town and cities in the
N.Y. Metro -Tri State area. Dur-
ing this time period Mr. Chiarelli
has sung for over 20,000 fans,
singing to capacity – sold out –
standing room only crowds wher-
ever he performs.

Some of the venues include:
concert halls, theaters, auditori-
ums, cable T.V., playhouses, ca-
tering halls, country clubs, res-

taurants, churches, synagogues,
colleges, universities, schools,
cultural centers, community cen-
ters, private communities, civic
organizations, libraries, parks,
outdoor festivals and stadiums.

In 2008, Mr.Chiarelli performed
the lead role of Turridu in the
opera Cavalleria Rusticana with
Brooklyn Repertory Opera. With
overwhelmingly positive reviews,
Salvatore gave a repeated per-
formance with The West Side Op-
era in Manhattan. Because of his
success with Turridu, Mr. Chiarelli

was offered the role of
Canio in the Capital
Opera’s production of
I, Pagliacci treating the
Harrisburg, Pennsylva-
nia audience to, as a
reviewer wrote- “ a
truly splendid evening
of Leoncavallo”. He is
currently learning the
principal roles from the
opera Tosca, Andrea
Chenier, Otello, Manon
Lescaut and Turandot.

Mr. Chiarelli received
his Masters Degree in
Music Education with
honors at Hunter Col-

lege and passed the NYS Teach-
ers Exam. He has taught music in
the New York City Public School
System at the middle and high
school levels and is currently
studying voice with the acclaimed
and world renowned William Gla-
zier in Manhattan.

Registration is required for this
event and may be done in person at
the Library, by phone (908) 789-
1670, or at the Library’s interactive
calendar found on their website
youseemore.com/garwood.

The Garwood Public Library is
located at 411 Third Avenue (cor-
ner of Walnut Street). Hours of
operation are: Monday through
Thursday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Fri-
day 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and
Saturday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Salvatore Chiarelli

Jannotti Elected to
World Country, Line

DanceSport Federation
GARWOOD — Gene Jannotti of

Garwood was elected as First Vice
President of the World Country
and Line DanceSport Federation
(WCLDSF). Mr. Jannotti is the
founder and President of the US
Country and Line DanceSport Fed-
eration, a non-profit 501c3 corpo-
ration established to permit coun-
try dancers to compete at the
World DanceSport Games (WSDF).

The WSDF inaugural games will
take place in Kaohsiung, Taiwan
from September 15-21. Mr.
Jannotti will be coaching a team of
two U.S. dancers who will com-
pete against dancers from seven
other countries for gold, silver and
bronze medals. These games are
under the umbrella of the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee (IOC)
following the format of the Olym-
pic Games and will be televised
throughout Asia with an expected
20,000 daily spectators.

Jeff Bartholomew, president of
WCLDS, stated that he very much
welcomed Gene to the world orga-
nization bringing his many years
of dance experience combined with
his corporate background to this
important position.

Gene Jannotti

Deutscher Club to Host
German Day

CLARK — The Deutscher Club
of Clark will host Deutscher Tag
(German Day) on Sunday, Sep-
tember 22, from 12 noon to 6
p.m.

Admission $5 per person, chil-
dren under 12 free. The event
will feature food, fun and family
entertainment with music by the
Philadelphia German Brass Band.

The event is outdoors and will
be held rain or shine. Tables,
parking and children’s activities
will be available.

German and American food and
beverages will be sold. No out-
side food or beverages permit-
ted. No skates, skateboards, bi-
cycles or glass containers or dogs
are allowed

For more information, call (732)
574-8600 or visit
www.deutscherclub.usa.

Garwood Knights Set
Date For Blood Drive
GARWOOD — The Garwood

Knights of Columbus will hold a
blood drive on Sunday, Septem-
ber 29, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
their council hall, located at 37
South Avenue in Garwood, op-
posite PathMark.

Everyone who donates blood
between now and January 14,
2014 will be entered into a sweep-
stakes to win two tickets to the
Super Bowl in February at Met
Life Stadium.

Parking is available behind the
building off Willow Avenue (turn at
Marty Shoes). For more informa-
tion, call Chairman Dennis Clark at
(908) 247-5389 or e-mail
Dcmacvsog@msn.com, call
Brenda Saunders at the Blood Cen-
ter of New Jersey at (973) 676-
4700, extension no. 144, or visit
bloodnj.org or e-mail
bcnj@bloodnj.org.

Free Square Dance
On Tap Sept. 10

CLARK — Y Squares, a square
dancing club located in Clark,
invites the public to a free square
dance geared for novices start-
ing at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
September 10. It will take place
at Frank K. Hehnly School, lo-
cated at 590 Raritan Road in
Clark.

New dancers unable to attend
this event also are welcome to
subsequent dances that will be
held on the following Tuesdays,
September 17 and 24.

Square dancing does not re-
quire any prior knowledge or
training and offers everyone an
opportunity to make new friends
while at the same time being
mentally and physically stimu-
lated, according to the Y Squares.

Square dancing is an aerobic
activity and is done with a part-
ner. All ages are welcome. For
further information, call Sunny
at (732) 499-7726 or George
and Barbara at (732) 548-8537.

Garwood Dem Club
Slates Casino Outing
GARWOOD — The Garwood

Democratic Club will host a bus
trip to the Sands Casino in
Bethlehem, Pa. on Saturday,
September 21. The Sands not
only features the casino floor,
but a food court, restaurants
and an outlet shopping mall as
well, all within the same com-
plex.

The bus will leave Garwood from
West Street, between Willow Av-
enue and South Avenue, at 10
a.m. sharp and will return to
Garwood at approximately 8 p.m.
Each ticket is $30 with $20 being
returned in slot play, along with
a $5 food voucher.

Everyone is welcome to partici-
pate in this event, regardless of
political affiliation. For further
information or to purchase tick-
ets, call Charles Lombardo at
(908) 789-0508.

Probitas Verus Honos




