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Letters to
the Editor

Mr. President, Consult Congress
Before Waging Attack on Syria

These Standards Would Result In
‘Dumbing Down of Our Students’

Union County Taxpayers Lose Again
To Freeholder Bobbleheads

Editor’s Note: The following letter
was sent to President Barack Obama
by 116 members of Congress includ-
ing 98 Republicans and 18 Demo-
crats. Three of the12 members of the
New Jersey Congressional delega-
tion signed the letter: Rep. Frank
LoBiondo (R-2nd), Rep. Scott Garrett
(R-5th), and Rep. Rush Holt (D-12th).
Not signing the letter are: Rep. Rob
Andrews (D-1st), Rep. Jon Runyan
(R-3rd), Rep. Chris Smith (R-4th),
Rep. Frank Pallone (D-6th), Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th), Rep. Albio
Sires (D-8th), Rep. Bill Pascrell (D-
9th), Rep. Donald Payne, Jr. (D-10th),
and Rep. Rodney Frelinghuysen (R-
11th).

*****
The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President,
We strongly urge you to consult

and receive authorization from Con-
gress before ordering the use of U.S.

military force in Syria. Your respon-
sibility to do so is prescribed in the
Constitution and the War Powers
Resolution of 1973.

While the Founders wisely gave
the Office of the President the author-
ity to act in emergencies, they fore-
saw the need to ensure public debate
– and the active engagement of Con-
gress – prior to committing U.S. mili-
tary assets. Engaging our military in
Syria when no direct threat to the
United States exists and without prior
congressional authorization would
violate the separation of powers that
is clearly delineated in the Constitu-
tion.

Mr. President, in the case of mili-
tary operations in Libya you stated
that authorization from Congress was
not required because our military was
not engaged in “hostilities.” In addi-
tion, an April 1, 2011, memorandum
to you from your Office of Legal
Counsel concluded:

 “…President Obama could rely
on his constitutional power to safe-

guard the national interest by direct-
ing the anticipated military opera-
tions in Libya — which were limited
in their nature, scope, and duration
— without prior congressional au-
thorization.”

We view the precedent this opinion
sets, where “national interest” is
enough to engage in hostilities with-
out congressional authorization, as
unconstitutional. If the use of 221
Tomahawk cruise missiles, 704 Joint
Direct Attack Munitions, and 42
Predator Hellfire missiles expended
in Libya does not constitute “hostili-
ties,” what does?

If you deem that military action in
Syria is necessary, Congress can re-
convene at your request. We stand
ready to come back into session, con-
sider the facts before us, and share
the burden of decisions made regard-
ing U.S. involvement in the quickly
escalating Syrian conflict.

Members of Congress
Washington, D.C.

Thanks to the great investigative
reporting of The Westfield Leader,
the lead editorial of the Thursday,
August 29 issue again made crystal
clear the ongoing malfunction of the
one-party dominated Union County
Board of Freeholders. The multi-term
Freeholder leader Dan Sullivan cre-
ated a position for himself, knowing
the bobbleheads on the current free-
holder board will always give the
blessing to that newly-created ap-
pointment.

This is what happens when no one
is watching the store with your inven-
tory (money, taxes) since the “I’ll
take care of you and you take care of
me” agreement prevails.

In government, highly paid execu-
tive positions such as this one in
question for the Union County Utili-
ties Authority require government to
advertise a job description and invite
highly qualified people for evalua-
tion; hopefully objective evaluation.
That is not true in this case, and it is
outrageous that top executives with
enormously accomplished resumes
are in huge supply because of cut-
backs from major companies
throughout our state.

You see the problem: an element of
artificial cost to you is created by the
lack of someone to watch the store
when one party, who by voting dis-
trict manipulation, has held power
forever. The solution is getting any-
one, and in this case specifically the
Republican running for freeholder

seat, elected so that no more secret
deals and special favors will be hid-
den from you, the taxpayer in Union
County.

If indeed we leave this special in-
terest group who are continually
motivated by handouts and couldn’t
care less about their fellow taxpayers
having any representation in govern-
ment administration, a dark cloud
that obscures efficient government,
fairness of distribution, and citizen
representation will cover over and
bury you, the powerless.

The “Union County Dislocation
Authority,” as I would like to refer-
ence it, is the local representation of
the same illness affecting Washing-
ton, DC. Many other factors do not
bode well at this time for America
and even our little Union County, and
the repercussions of failed govern-
ment will destroy your liberty, your
freedom, and any economic well-
being you think you have accom-
plished. There is a cancer at work in
our county government and the only
solution will be bringing in new
people, non-affiliated with one party
to give you an honest chance.

Will you be part of the solution by
working hard to accomplish what
must be done, or are you part of the
problem because of your laziness and
passivity? Yes, Dan Sullivan is only
one point of darkness in a much big-
ger problem.

Warren Victor
Westfield

DeCotiis, Not Sullivan Will Be The
One Calling Shots At Authorities

Your editorial questioning whether
former long-time Union County Free-
holder Dan Sullivan is the “most
qualified person to run the County
Authorities” presumes that Mr.
Sullivan will have some manner of
control. He will not and that is not the
job he was selected for.

For years now the law firm of
DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, and Cole, LLP
has controlled the actions of the Union
County Improvement Authority and
received over $10 million in fees
since 2004 for their efforts. Projects
like the $16-million solar panel pro-
gram that recently blew up with the
Tioga bankruptcy were sold to the
county with the primary objective of
generating fees for DeCottis, and quite
successfully. Through August, 2013
DeCotiis has received a million dol-
lars in fees from that project alone
and the bankruptcy proceedings are
at a nascent stage.

As special counsel to the Union
County Utilities Authority, DeCotiis

has been paid $632,200 since 2011
primarily to shepherd through a mas-
sive debt restructuring scheme that
will haunt county residents for de-
cades.

DeCotiis purchased their seat on
the gravy train with annual contribu-
tions from individual lawyers in like
amounts totaling $30,000 from 2009
through 2011 to Union County free-
holder campaigns.

Mr. Sullivan’s ‘job’ with the au-
thorities will be to posture and blus-
ter away as DeCotiis and other cam-
paign donors go about running things
primarily for their own profit. He will
need to be incurious, innumerate, and
willing to take the generous salary
and benefits provided for his acqui-
escence without compunction.

If anything, he is overqualified for
the job assigned him.

John Bury
Kenilworth

On August 21 the Scotch Plains
Republican Party completed its sum-
mer lecture series with a presentation
of the Common Core Curriculum that
will be instituted in our school sys-
tem this coming year.

The Common Core.org states as its
Mission Statement that, “The Com-
mon Core State Standards provide a
consistent, clear understanding of
what students are expected to learn,
so teachers and parents know what
they need to do to help them. The
standards are designed to be robust
and relevant to the real world, reflect-
ing the knowledge and skills that our
young people need for success in
college and careers. With American
students fully prepared for the future,
our communities will be best posi-
tioned to compete successfully in the
global economy.”

The speakers at the lecture made
the point that the Common Core stan-
dards have been adopted by 46 states,
including New Jersey, with very little
or no public discussion. The stan-
dards, they indicated, have been
adopted because the federal
government’s “Race to the Top” pro-
gram required states to adopt the
Common Core in order to qualify for
federal funding. One of the big ob-
jections to these standards is that they
implement essentially a national edu-
cational standards and curriculum in
grades K thru 12. States will use the
Common Core to prepare standard-
ized tests which all students have to
take; even the SAT and ACT college
entrance exams will be based on the
Common Core. Because all students
will have to take these standardized
tests, as a practical matter, students in
private schools and in home-school-
ing programs will be forced to learn
in accordance with these new feder-
ally-mandated standards.

The speakers also discussed that as
part of these standards, schools will
start to obtain quite a bit of private
information from students and will
be required to maintain that data in a
national database where it will be
available to various private parties.
The data will include things unre-
lated to education and which violates
the privacy of parents, such as blood
type, religious affiliation, parent edu-
cation history, household gun owner-
ship, etc.

In addition, it was mentioned that
implementing these standards would
result in “dumbing down of our stu-
dents,” since virtually no local or
teacher control will exist over what is
taught in a particular class. The stan-

dards and the curriculum are so de-
tailed that teachers will no longer
have much, if any, discretion as to
their lesson plans, and will have dis-
cretion at all as to what goes into any
test or quiz. Students and school dis-
tricts will lose the benefit of their
teacher’ professional expertise as to
what and how to teach the students
which makes little sense since the
teachers themselves are the profes-
sionals most familiar with the
strengths and needs of the students. It
was also discussed that Common Core
will result in unsatisfactory results
for both gifted students as well as
students who need more help, since
Common Core is a “one size fits all’
approach to students.

According to the speakers, many
teachers, when they become familiar
with Common Core, are quite un-
happy about it (though since the edu-
cation system and teachers unions
support it, the teachers themselves
are often hesitant to voice their opin-
ions). It was also discussed that, as
recently reported in The New York
Times about New York State’s expe-
rience with the Common Core, many
more students fail to pass Common
Core test, and as a result become
dispirited and require remedial
classes. According to the speakers,
quite a few business interests are
poised to make quite a bit of money
providing the Common Core tests as
well as the remedial test books and
other materials that many students
will now need.

Those who favor the implementa-
tion of these standards say that it will
better prepare our students for the glo-
bal society that exists. Some say the
companies, as mentioned earlier, are
having a problem obtaining qualified
technical staff and have a vested inter-
est in assuring that students receive the
required skills. Those that made the
presentation stressed that big business
was only interested in profits.

The presentation was favorably
received by most, with ironically the
exception of the writer.

The public can refer to the afore-
mentioned www.corestandards.org/
for the pro side for the implementa-
tion of these standards and for the
con side see stopcommoncore.com.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Thanks Everyone for
Supporting Us And the

Paul Jackson Fund
It’s a lot bigger than it looks on the

globe.
Our trek around Iceland is over and

Chris Jacob and I would like to thank
everyone who followed us and sup-
ported the Paul Jackson Fund along
the way. Iceland was a beautiful place
and the horizontal wind and rain were
refreshing. We started out just want-
ing to challenge ourselves, see the
country and create some cash and
awareness for the Paul Jackson Fund
but, now we’re just trying to squeeze
our feet into our shoes.

Our goal was to raise $100 a mile
($15,500); currently we are at about
$12,500… a good days work, no doubt
but, short and if short was good enough
we’d both be sitting on a chunk of lava
somewhere outside of Reykjavik. So,
if you forgot to go on the website and
drop a couple of coins in the bucket
you still can or if you thought maybe
we were just kidding and really went
to Vegas, that’s probably even worth a
donation. The PJF has done great
things and with your help will con-
tinue to do so. The last kilometer in
Iceland was great but, the $15,500
finish line is what counts.

www.pauljacksonfund.org.
Do what you can and thank you so

much.
Paul Harbaugh

Westfield

Close Costly Campaign
Finance Loophole

Year in and year out, unions spend
the most money to have an undue
influence on government in New Jer-
sey, which gives their members the
most lucrative contracts in the
workforce. Unlike all other interest
groups, unions can give unlimited
funds to elected officials with whom
they are negotiating publicly-funded
contracts, and also to legislative
Democrats in Trenton who they di-
rect to protect the status quo.

In May 2012, [I] introduced S-
1917 to close this campaign finance
law loophole that allows labor unions
to avoid limits on campaign activity
currently faced by all other benefi-
ciaries of public contracts. Union
contracts cost New Jersey taxpayers
billions of dollars a year.

Despite the people’s resounding
cries for lower taxes and an end to
uniquely unaffordable public con-
tracts, Trenton Democrats are doing
their union bidding by blocking this
vital legislation. The Senate Presi-
dent, Democratic leader, Senator
Buono and others who are protecting
this loophole cannot also claim that
they are working to make this state
more affordable for the middle-class
or preach the need for equal pay in
the workforce.

Senator Tom Kean, Jr.
Westfield

Epilogue: The state analysis found
that between 1999 and 2012, labor
unions dominated the top 25 special
interest groups, spending a total of
$133 million to fund political cam-
paigns and lobbying.

Sevenity-Five Dollar Ticket Is No Small Sum for N.J.
Citizens Already Hurting From Highest Taxes in the Nation

Recently, I have seen an increasing
number of people begin to buy into
the notion that [red light] cameras are
actually making us safer. This fright-
ens me on many levels, the most
important of which is how easy cor-
porations can lie with statistics to
manipulate us into buying their non-
sense.

A $75 ticket is no small sum for the
N.J. taxpayers, who are already hurt-
ing from some of the highest prop-
erty taxes in the nation. It’s like some-
thing out of an Orwellian future. The
government gets to take even more of
our money, and smiles at us while
doing so, all along saying “Don’t you
feel safer now?”

Let me be very clear: red light
cameras, in their current form, are
not about making roads in New Jer-
sey any safer. Do not let the statistics
that they present fool you. As a scien-
tist, I have to deal with individuals
who try and distort statistics every
day. They will show a reduction in
red light violation accidents. What
they won’t show you is that rear-end
accidents at red lights, and the num-
ber of severe red light accidents, have
both increased since the installation
of these cameras. That doesn’t help
their case.

Who is “they” anyway, and why
are they fighting so hard to keep these
cameras installed? Well “they” is ac-
tually several companies that manu-
facture red light cameras, two being

American Traffic Systems and
Redflex Traffic Systems. And what
they get in return for the cameras
being installed in a municipality is
one of two things: either a cut of the
profits per ticket, or a net sum of cash
based on the number of citations is-
sued. Either one of these is a huge red
flag in my book for one blatant rea-
son: they encourage foul play to in-
flate citation numbers and amounts
to keep the profits rolling in.

If this doesn’t make you nervous, it
should. This is only the start of a
major push by these companies to
privatize our traffic enforcement. But
those are just companies being com-
panies. They want profits. That has
been a staple of the corporate world
since its existence. What is egregious
to me are the state legislators who are
perpetuating this corporate myth that
red light cameras are good for your
family. In these cases, I would en-
courage everyone to follow the
money.

Let’s look at Union Township, my
hometown, as an example. Assem-
blyman Joe Cryan is the Democratic
chairman of Union Township, which
happens to have an all-Democrat
Township Committee that is beholden
to him. Union Township alone has
four red light cameras, which ac-
counts for 33 percent of the 12 cam-
eras in Union County. All of the cam-
eras were installed in 2011, about a
year after Assemblyman Cryan took

a nice contribution from Redflex Traf-
fic Systems. This is all public record.
I am just curious why they think we
are so dumb that we won’t figure it
out. Actually, it’s worse. They just
don’t care.

All it would take is a simple legis-
lation to force payments to the red
light camera companies be a set
amount each year, regardless of cita-
tion number or profits, to help reduce
incentives for foul play. I support this
measure if I cannot see the cameras
eliminated. But it won’t happen as
long as the incumbents remain, be-
cause these companies will always
have money to donate.

We cannot accept that our safety
on our roads is open to being sold to
the highest corporate bidder, particu-
larly if the oversight into the safety
measures also happens to be through
the same company. To see our legis-
lators become such active proponents
of a private red light camera system is
not just alarming, it’s dangerous. It is
another indication of what many poli-
ticians in New Jersey are willing to
do for money. Every single voter in
N.J. should care about these cameras,
if only because it sets a dangerous
precedent: if we allow our govern-
ment to begin privatizing our safety
on the roads, imagine how many other
ways companies can profit off of us.

Christopher Hackett
Candidate for Assembly, LD-20

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
Linden, (908) 587-0404
Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
Scotch Plains, (908) 668-1900
Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
Plainfield, (908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
Westfield, (908) 232-3673
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
Westfield, (908) 232-2073
Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
Summit, (908) 918-0414

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
Westfield (908) 518-7733

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
West Windsor, (609) 750-9365 Linda Carter, chair

lcarter@ucnj.org

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200

Al Faella, Mgr.
afaella@ucnj.org

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tincal – Crude borax
2. Rostrulum – A small beak, as of an

insect
3. Tocher – The dowry of a bride
4. Biga – In ancient Rome, a chariot

drawn by two horses

ATAZIR
1. A warm wind of the Sahara
2. A type of Syrian scarf
3. A Filipino Moslem who takes an

oath before a priest that he will die killing
Christians

4. The influence of a star upon another,
or upon man

PERDITION
1. Shame; humiliation
2. Complete and irreparable loss; ruin
3. The waiting place of the dead before

being delivered to heaven or hell
4. Unfaithfulness; perfidious

JENNET
1. A spinning machine with a number

of spindles
2. A window shade of horizontal slats

that slope and overlap
3. A female donkey or small Spanish

horse
4. A short, stout crowbar used for

opening doors
PTEROPE

1. Related to or characteristic of a fern
2. A fruit bat
3. In anatomy, the junction of frontal,

the temporal and the great wing of the
spheniod bones

4. In Grecian architecture, a row of
columns, as in a peristyle; a portico

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.


