
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, September 5, 2013 Page 3

JAZZ AND POLITICS... Westfield Democratic Mayoral candidate Dave Haas,
right, talks with residents Claire and Harris Bornstein at the last Tuesday night
downtown jazz concert of the summer.

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments
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WF Attorney Representing
Friend of Bombing Suspect

By SARAH McGRAIL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — A Westfield at-
torney representing one of the defen-
dants in the Boston Marathon bomb-
ing case says his teenage client is
guilty of nothing more than errors of
judgment.

Robert Stahl is representing Dias
Kadyrbayev who was a university
friend of Dzohkhar Tsarnaev, the man
accused of planting bombs at the
Boston Marathon that killed three
people and injured many others.

Kadyrbayev, who had been in the
United States for just two years, is
accused of going to Tsarnaev’s room
with another friend after the attack
and removing items including a laptop
computer.Kadyrbayev and the friend,
Azamat Tazhayakov, both from
Kazakhstan, met two years ago at the
University of Massachusetts where
they were both students.

They also met Dzohkhar Tsarnaev,
who spoke their language and had
been in the United States for some
time so was able to help them nego-
tiate the system, get around the col-
lege and do simple things like using
the laundromat and getting a cell
phone.

Now  Kadyrbayev is locked in soli-
tary confinement 23 hours a day and
is facing 20 years in a federal prison
with no chance of parole if he is
convicted of conspiracy to obstruct
justice and intent to impede the in-
vestigation into the Boston bombing
case.

“He’s a good young man from a
good family, but he’s 19; he’s just a
kid and people do make errors of
judgment, particularly when they are
19-year-old college students,” said
Mr. Stahl, who revealed during an
interview with The Westfield Leader
and The Times that he was asked to
represent Kadyrbayev by business
contacts in the former Soviet Union
(Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
— USSR) who knew his family.

“When I speak to my friends who
have college students, they under-
stand that they have a different way
of living and a different way of think-
ing. I hope a jury will hear the evi-
dence and understand that,” Mr. Stahl
said.

Kadyrbayev cooperated fully with
the police investigating the bomb-
ing and helped them retrieve all the
items he had taken from Tsarnaev’s
room.

Mr. Stahl, who says he would have
refused to represent Tsarnaev, is con-
vinced there was no criminal intent in
Kadyrbayev’s actions as, when he
went to Tsarnaev’s room, he had no
idea his friend was a suspect.

“In very highly-charged, high-pres-
sure cases, some conclusions are
drawn that are not necessarily sup-
ported by the facts, and this was a
frenetically-paced investigation.

“It will come out at trial what they
were really doing, but there was no

intent to help Dzohkhar in any way.
He hadn’t told them specifically what
to take from his room. In the texts that
will come out, there is an indication
that it was a joke,” Mr. Stahl said.

“Even when the first grainy videos
were released and the stills off the
video, students were joking with each
other by text that it looked like
Dzohkhar. With unclear photos and a
situation that made no sense, there
was no way they could have thought
it was him,” Mr. Stahl explained.

“Dzohkhar’s older brother,
Tamerlan, was very religious. If you
asked people whether they thought
he could be involved, the reaction
from other students would be that it
was surprising but not out of the
realm of possibility,” Mr. Stahl said.

Tamerlan Tsarnaev was killed as
the brothers fled from police on the
night of the bombing.

“But when you talk about
Dzohkhar, he was a U.S. citizen, who
went to high school in Massachu-
setts, wrestled, was a partier, dated
women, used marijuana and was not
religious at all – in fact his brother
was annoyed with him because he
didn’t know the words to the prayers.
They never thought for a second he
could be involved in something like
that.

 “Once Dzohkhar was named and
charged, Dias was shocked and hor-
rified that someone he knew could be
involved in such an horrific act,” Mr.
Stahl said.

Kadyrbayev’s mother was in Bos-
ton taking an intensive language
course at the time of the bombing and
extended her stay as long as possible.
His father currently is in the U.S. and
will remain until the end of Septem-
ber. However, it is not financially
viable for them to remain here indefi-
nitely so Kadyrbayev has very few
people to support him.

 “Dias feels frightened and lonely,
of course,” Mr. Stahl said. “If I was in
Moscow, for example, and I was ar-
rested and accused of a horrible crime,
with my friends and family over here,
and was relying on a counsel I didn’t
know in a system I didn’t understand,
I would be frightened.”

There will be a status conference in
the case on Thursday, September 26
but, given the court schedule in Mas-
sachusetts, it may be another year
before the case comes to trial.

In the meantime, Mr. Stahl said he
is has been receiving abusive
voicemail messages and e-mails from
complete strangers.

However, having acted in a num-
ber of high-profile finance cases in
New York City, he says this is not
unusual when people have strong feel-
ings about a case.

“People are entitled to their own
opinion, of course, but often they
haven’t read about the case thor-
oughly and, in this instance, don’t
really understand who I am repre-
senting.”

County Awards 49 HEART
Grants Totaling $75,000

COUNTY – The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders has announced
that 49 artists, historians and local non-
profit organizations will receive funding
through the 2013 Union County HEART
(History, Education, Arts Reaching
Thousands) Grant Program.

The Union County Freeholders es-
tablished the HEART Grant Program in
1998. The program supports projects
related to history, the arts and humani-
ties, and it demonstrates a commitment
to the artists and community organiza-
tions of Union County. Total funding
for this year’s grants is $75,000.

Artists, educators, civic and histori-
cal non-profit organizations that want
information about next year’s HEART
Grant Program can contact the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs, 633 Pearl Street, Elizabeth,
N.J. 07202; phone (908) 558-2550 (NJ
Relay users dial 711) or e-mail:
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

 Among those grants awarded for
2013 are: Brian Beste, Fanwood, $750,
presenting art-creating and history
workshops; Candace Waller, Fanwood,
$700, presenting dance programs and
workshops; Danielle Linares Hale,
Fanwood, $750, presenting a commu-
nity arts festival;  Borough of Fanwood,
$1,875, presenting a Fanwood Cultural
Arts Performance Series; Center for
Hope Hospice and Palliative Care,
Scotch Plains, $1,875, providing musi-
cal performances for hospice residents;
Clark Historical Society, $1,500, pre-
senting early American life demonstra-
tors at Four Centuries in a Weekend;

Cranford Housing Board, $1,000,
presenting “Three Tenors” concert for
senior housing residents; Dreamcatcher
Repertory Theatre, Summit, $1,500,
producing two improv comedy shows;
duCret School of Art, Plainfield, $750,
presenting a performing arts program
for children grades K-12;

First Presbyterian Church, Elizabeth,
$1,000, providing an audio tour of
“Elizabeth at the Crossroads;” Ground-
work Elizabeth, Inc., $1,600, present-
ing 11th annual bicycle Tour de Eliza-

beth; Language and Enrichment Center
Inc., Scotch Plains, $1,000, presenting
performances by preschool children of
Italian winter songs; Mother Seton Re-
gional High School, Clark, $1,000, pro-
ducing a musical involving Union County
children; Music for All Seasons, Scotch
Plains, $2,300, presenting music programs
for Union County Juvenile Detention Cen-
ter;  New Jersey Intergenerational Or-
chestra, Berkeley Heights, $1,875, pre-
senting a community concert; Occupa-
tional Center of Union County, Roselle,
$2,000, presenting art education classes
for people with disabilities; Old First
Historic Trust, Elizabeth, $1,875, hiring
historian to research African American
burial grounds;

 Premiere Stages at Kean University,
Union, $1,875, presenting free public
play readings; Temple Beth O’r/Beth
Torah, Clark, $1,000, presenting free
concert by Zalmen Mlotek; The The-
ater Project, Union, $2,000, presenting
“A Few Steps in a Stranger’s Shoes” to
promote understanding among students;
Visual Arts Center of N.J., Summit,
$2,000, presenting a visual arts pro-
gram for adults, and  Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra, $1,500, presenting
concert “Home for the Holiday.”

SEEKING GARWOOD SEAT... Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield),
left, and Republican candidate for Garwood Borough Council, Michael Martin,
attended a recent Republican Committee gathering at the home of Mountainside
GOP Chairman Glenn Mortimer.

FAMILY FUN.... Scotch Plains Republican Township Council candidate Llewellyn
Jones  attends the annual St. Bart’s Italian Festival this past weekend with his family.

Scotch Plains Day to take Place Sunday, Oct. 6
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Day Committee has announced
Scotch Plains Day will take place on
Sunday, October 6.

Scotch Plains Day festivities will
include food from various vendors,
rides, music, street fair with a variety
of crafters, as well as a car show.
Scotch Plains Day, which will run
from noon to 5 p.m., will take place

on Park Avenue.
Those interested in becoming a

vendor at Scotch Plains Day
should visit www.streetfairs.org
to register and obtain more infor-
mation.

Those interested in entering the car
show can contact the Recreation De-
partment at (908) 322-6700, exten-
sions  221 or 223.


