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Rahway River Watershed
Marks Two Years Since Irene
REGION — Last week marked the

two-year anniversary Hurricane Irene
hit the Rahway River Watershed re-
gion with fury and caused over $100
million of damages to homes, mu-
nicipal facilities and businesses.

The Mayors Council Rahway River
Watershed Flood Control was formed
and in 2012 began an effort working
with the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers and New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection (NJDEP)
to find solutions to the flooding is-
sues in the watershed. A federal study
that had languished for close to a
decade was restarted and promising
projects have now been reviewed.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
will complete the next stage of the
evaluation by this September when
they are tentatively to select the alter-
native for flood mitigation on the
Rahway River. The mayors may also
put forward their own proposal for
federal funding.

The U.S. Army Corps evaluated
the hydrological benefits of the
seven alternatives and now are in
the process of completing the cost
benefit assessment on each. Fed-
eral law requires review of alterna-
tives and the project with the stron-
gest cost-benefits ratio (benefits
have to outweigh costs) is the
project selected.

The alternatives include: raising
the Lenape Park dam and levees with
channelization; raising the Lenape
Park dam and levees and less
channelization; excavation of the
Orange reservoir and gate opening
(already rejected); minor modifica-
tion of the Orange reservoir and
channelization; South Mountain re-
gional dry detention basin and
channelization; South Mountain re-
gional dry detention basin without
channelization; non-structural alter-
natives, and storage solutions for the
Robinson’s Branch of the Rahway
River.

Dan Aschenbach, former Cranford
Mayor who is coordinating the May-

ors Council, said, “In the face of the
destruction down the shore and the
urgency of the U.S. Army Corps turn-
ing its attention there, the movement
now on the Rahway River flooding
mitigation evaluation to this point is
positive and reflects well on the U.S.
Army Corps efforts here. The Corps
professionalism has been critical. But
it still has to be stated flood mitiga-
tion is not in place, which many resi-
dents worry about.”

A new effort by the Mayors Coun-
cil to urge federal representatives to
ensure that the Rahway River mitiga-
tion work be given the U.S. Army
Corps highest priority has begun with
expected congressional visits by May-
ors Council representatives.

The Mayors Council includes:
Millburn Mayor Sandra Haimoff,
Cranford Mayor Tom Hannen,
Maplewood Mayor Victor DeLuca,
Orange Mayor Dwayne Warren,
Springfield Mayor David Amblen,
Rahway Mayor Rick Proctor, Union
Mayor Clifton People, Winfield
Mayor Margaret McManus,
Kenilworth Mayor Kathi Fiamingo,
and Garwood Mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi.

The Mayors Council was success-
ful at advocating to the State of New
Jersey that it fund the environmental
evaluation so that the selected alter-
native would be based on the best
information available including
evaluation of the water wells owned
by the City of Orange, the impact of
the South Mountain regional deten-
tion basin on Essex County facilities,
and any impacts to Union County on
Lenape Park.

“We have pointed out that the South
Mountain Regional Detention Basin
has significant hydrology benefits
lowering river water elevations dur-
ing peak storms significantly and the
state and federal governments should
support our efforts to accelerate the
project. We remain concerned about
the next major storm,” Mayor
Haimoff said.

FOR OUR VETERANS...Scotch Plains Councilman Lou Beckerman meets with
Vincent Losavio of John's Meat Market, sponsor of the August 22 doo wop
concert to benefit the township’s Vietnam Veterans Memorial.
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Holt Urges President
To Convene Congress on Syria
With the United States considering

military action against Syria over al-
legations the country’s government
used chemical weapons on its own
people, Rep. Rush Holt (D-12th, West
Windsor) has joined a bipartisan let-
ter signed by 116 members of Con-
gress – including 98 Republicans and
18 Democrats – urging President
Barack Obama to convene Congress
and receive Congressional authori-
zation prior to using military force in
Syria. He said doing otherwise would
be unconstitutional. (See letter on
page 4.)

“We must respond to these atroci-
ties in Syria with a full understand-
ing of the facts and with the full
involvement of the international
community and the United States
Congress,” said Mr. Holt, who was
an arms control expert at the state
department before he was elected to
Congress in the mid-1990s. “The
idea of taking intrusive military ac-
tion before there is good interna-
tional understanding of the facts is
foolish – especially at a time when
the experience of Iraq remains so
fresh in our minds.”

A United Nations chemical weap-
ons team currently is visiting sites in
Syria to investigate the alleged use of
chemical weapons.

Menendez: Decisive Action
Is Required In Syria

U.S. Senator Robert Menendez (D-
N.J.), chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee, released the
following statement on Syria:“The
use of chemical weapons by the Assad
regime requires a decisive response.
Our national security interests, those
of our allies, and regional stability
are at risk as Syria is disintegrating
into a failed state. This is not a mo-
ment to look the other way, to blind
ourselves to the horrifying images in
Syria, and to send the dangerous
message to the global community
that we would allow the use of a
chemical weapons attack to take place
with impunity. Vulnerable popula-
tions throughout the world, as well as

ON THE CAMPAIGN STOOP... Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky and Coun-
cilman Sam Della Fera, Jr., both Republicans, met recently with a resident while
campaigning door-to-door.

HAPPY LABOR DAY... Union County Republican Freeholder candidate Ira
Geiger, right, meets with Middlesex County Republican Freeholder candidate
Bob Jones at the South Plainfield Labor Day Parade.

some of our allies, and potentially
even our armed forces could be future
targets if we don’t respond. Tonight’s
[August 29th] briefing reaffirmed for
me that a decisive and consequential
U.S. response is justified and war-
ranted to protect Syrians, as well as to
send a global message that chemical
weapons attacks in violation of inter-
national law will not stand.”

Bollwage: Retaliating Against
Syria Would Be A Mistake

Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage
has also weighed in on a potential
United States-led attack on Syria
through Tweets he has sent out.

“It is a mistake for America to retali-
ate in Syria. Iran was a mistake and
neither side in Syria will become our
ally so why get involved?” Mayor
Bollwage said on Twitter on August
28.

On August 29 he Tweeted, “Since
the Brits have voted against military
involvement in Syria, we should stay
out. If we intervene Hezbollah and Al
Qaeda become stronger.”
Lonegan Announces Opposition

To U.S. Intervention In Syria
 Steve  Lonegan, Republican candi-

date for the United States Senate,
warned about inserting American mili-
tary power in Syria while stating his
continued opposition to the President’s
position.

“Even without approval from Con-
gress and our closest international
allies, President Obama insists on
military intervention in Syria. While
there has been much tragedy, the war
in Syria is not simply between the
Syrian government and the Syrian
rebels,” Mr. Lonegan said. “We must
work with our allies to provide hu-
manitarian aid to those affected by
the war, but punitive actions in Syria
will not deliver stability to the re-
gion.”

“The President should not inter-
vene militarily without the con-
sent of Congress. And given the
facts we have today, I would vote
against sending American men and
women into Syria as a member of
the United States Senate,” Mr.
Lonegan said.

Former Councilman Seeks
Seat on Westfield Council

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Former
Westfield Third Ward councilman
John J. Walsh has begun his cam-
paign for a return to the town coun-
cil after 13 years.

When asked why he was seeking a
council seat again, this time in the
Fourth Ward, Mr. Walsh stated, “I
just think I have some unfinished
business to accomplish. I see us drift-
ing a little bit towards a staleness
that we had when I first got on the
council (in 1997). I just think we
need to breathe a little bit of new life
and get things moving again.”

A maritime lawyer in New York
City, Mr. Walsh told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times the main issues he is
running on are opening up council
committee meetings to the public, es-
pecially finance committee meetings
on the municipal budget.

“I think the budget should be dis-
cussed by the whole council in open
meetings and I think the public should
be allowed to participate,” Mr. Walsh
said.

He also wants to advocate for the
installation of bike lanes in Westfield
while making the town safer for bi-
cyclists.

He also wants to see the governing
body reopen discussion on parking
problems, with a parking deck to be
considered as part of those discus-
sions.

“Unfortunately, I think this admin-
istration is a little reluctant to reopen
the discussion, bearing in mind that
the last proposal for a parking deck
was soundly defeated,” Mr. Walsh
said.

He said the 2004 proposal was
defeated by voters, “not because of
the idea of a parking deck, but be-
cause of the preposterous size and
location of the parking deck.”

“And so we need to reopen those
discussions and see where we want to
go,” Mr. Walsh said. “I think a deck
should be in the mix in terms of
considering it (parking problems)
again.” He said the council previ-
ously “relied too much on experts”
who proposed a deck for Prospect
Street, “which created some real traf-
fic problems.”

“That’s not the location for a deck.
That doesn’t solve any problems,” he
said.

He also wants an open discussion
on fire department staffing. Mr. Walsh
said his understanding is that the way
the Westfield Fire Department pla-
toons its squads, “It appears they
cannot respond to a fire until mutual
aid comes. And my question is, how
is that different than a volunteer de-
partment?”

While he knows that increasing
manpower in the department would
present a significant cost to the town,
he said, “safety has to be a priority.”

The former councilman also said
he would like to look at the town’s
preparedness for storms such as Hur-
ricane Sandy. He said he felt “iso-
lated” without electric power during
the storm “and no way really to con-
tact the outer world except for a cell
phone that I had to charge in my car.”
He raised the concept of generating
volunteers to go around town to check
on the welfare of senior citizens,
young mothers with children, etc.

He also wants to see a plan for TV 36.
“Is there more that we can do with that?”

POLITICAL COMEBACK...Westfield Fourth Ward Town Council candidate John
Walsh, left,  discusses his campaign with Westfield Leader/Times editor Paul  Peyton.


