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World DanceSport Games in Taiwan

Maureen Francis Joins NJ Festival
Orchestra for Halloween ‘Spooktacular’

LOVE OF READING…Members of the Home Life/Social Services Department
of the Woman’s Club of Westfield (WCW) have been searching for like-new items
and artfully arranging them in an antique chest donated by member, Diana
Peterson. The theme of this container is “Everyone Loves to Read” and it is filled
with books with related items. It will be raffled with other tricky tray offerings
on Wednesday, November 6, during the annual WCW Scholarship Luncheon to
be held at Echo Lake Country Club. Pictured, left to right, are: Sally Brown,
Diane Peterson, Mildred Beese, Jane Wallswear, Nancy Hatfield, Julie Nardone,
Home Life/Social Services Chair Pat DAngelo, Clemmie Tabor and Anne Galante.

Maureen Francis

MORRISTOWN - Westfield’s inter-
nationally acclaimed soprano Maureen
Francis will join the New Jersey Festi-
val Orchestra at the Morris Museum’s
Bickford Theater, on Saturday, No-
vember 2, at 8 p.m., as it brings to life,
in glorious sym-
phonic splendor, the
original 1925 movie
The Phantom of the
Opera, starring Lon
Chaney. Ms Francis
will perform the
singing role of
Christine Daaé, the
Paris opera singer
who is the object of
the Phantom’s de-
sires.

There will not be
a single moment of
silence as Ms.
Francis and more
than 40 members of
the fully profes-
sional orchestra, un-
der the baton of Maestro David Wroe,
perform, with split-second timing and
precision, the extraordinary soundtrack
of Canadian composer Gabriel
Thibaudeau as the original classic si-
lent movie is projected above the or-
chestra and in full view of the audience.

Internationally renowned for her
electric stage presence and warm and
silvery lyrical voice, Ms. Francis, who
resides in Westfield, has performed in
venues throughout the U.S., Europe,
and Asia. She recently sang the role of
Cunegunde in Candide with Fresno
Grand Opera and enjoyed a critically
acclaimed engagement with Bergen
Opera premiering Andrew Lloyd
Webber’s Requiem in Mumbai, India.

Ms Francis’ other recent roles in-
clude Susanna in Le Nozze di Figaro
and Mabel in The Pirates of Penzance
both with Opera Omaha; Musetta in
Chattanooga Symphony and Opera
production of La Boheme; Oscar in Un

ballo in Maschera with Bergen Opera
in Bergen, Norway; Gretel with the
Chattanooga Symphony and Opera,
and her debut with Los Angeles Opera
and the Lincoln Center Festival in the
world premier of Elliot Goldenthal’s

opera Grendel sing-
ing the role of
Dragonette, di-
rected by Julie
Taymor. She also
recently sang Gilda
in Chattanooga
Opera’s production
of Rigoletto, Julie
Jordan in Carousel
with Shreveport
Opera, LA, and
Rosina, her signa-
ture role, at the Fes-
tival Lecco in Italy.

“We are thrilled
and honored that
Ms. Francis has
agreed to come with
us to perform in

Morristown,” remarked NJFO Music
Director Wroe. “She has a rich and
flexible voice, a charismatic personal-
ity and acting skills to match – a perfect
Phantom Christine!”

The evening will also feature a per-
formance of Beethoven’s Symphony
No. 2, which is sure to appeal to young
and old alike.

Tickets are $30 for Members, $35
for Non-Members and $50 for Pre-
mium Seating.

Tickets may be purchased by phone
at (973) 971-3706, or in person at the
Bickford Theatre Box Office. The
Bickford Theatre is conveniently lo-
cated within the Morris Museum, 6
Normandy Heights Road in
Morristown, and offers free parking
and full accessibility. Box Office hours
for phone sales are Monday through
Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Walk-up hours
are Tuesday, through Friday, 11 a.m. to
5 p.m.

The Town Book Store
Hosts Poet Robert Cozzi

WESTFIELD - The Town Book
Store will host poet Robert Cozzi on
Saturday, November 2, from 2 -4 p.m.

“A Tide Pool of Words” will make
you feel something emotional and
grasping as you read through Robert
Cozzi’s thought. A first visit to any
seaside village...a beach romance long
lost...remembering family holidays at
the shore...how your family experi-
enced their holiday or simply remi-
niscing a beautiful day sitting with
your toes in the sand.

Robert A. Cozzi was raised in West-
field in a loving Irish-Italian family that
spent summer vacations along the At-
lantic Ocean, Educated at James Madi-
son University and New York Univer-
sity, Robert has maintained a daily
journal since he was in the ninth grade,
where a favored teacher, Paul Kocum
encouraged his writing.

Meet Robert Cozzi at The Town
Book Store located at 270 East Broad
Street in Westfield (corner of East Broad
and Elmer Streets). If you are unable to
attend this event, feel free to call The
Town Book Store at (908) 233-3535 to
reserve an autographed copy of “A
Tide Pool of Words.”

Lucy Kaplansky Returns to
Coffee with Conscience

Westfield High School
Presents Metamorphoses

WESTFIELD  — The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series will present
Lucy Kaplansky in concert on Saturday,
November 16, at the First United Meth-
odist Church of Westfield, 1 East Broad
Street (corner of North Avenue) in West-
field. Doors will open at 7:15 p.m. and
the concert begins at 8 p.m. Admission is
$24 online and $30 at the door. This concert
will benefit the Keith Knost Special Needs
Fund.

Tickets can be purchased online in ad-
vance – at the discounted price – by going
to: lucykaplansky3.eventbrite.com.

Lucy Kaplansky started out singing in
Chicago bars. Then, barely out of high
school, she took off for New York City.
There she found a fertile community of
songwriters and performers – Suzanne
Vega, John Gorka, Bill Morrissey, Cliff
Eberhardt, and others – where she fit right
in.

Lucy left the musical fast track to pursue
a doctorate in Psychology. Upon complet-
ing her degree, Dr. Kaplansky took a job at
a New York hospital working with chroni-
cally mentally ill adults, and also started a
private practice. Yet she continued to sing.

Lucy was often pulled back into the
studio by her friends, wanting her to sing on
their albums. She harmonized on Ms.
Colvin’s Grammy-winning “Steady On,”
on Nanci Griffith’s “Lone Star State of
Mind” and “Little Love Affairs,” and on
four of John Gorka’s albums. She also
landed soundtrack credits, singing with
Suzanne Vega on “Pretty in Pink” and with
Ms. Griffith on “The Firm,” and several
commercial credits.

Then Shawn Colvin, who was itching to

produce a record, hooked up with Lucy, her
ex-singing partner. They went into the stu-
dio, and it all came together. When Lucy’s
solo tapes got into the hands of Bob Feldman,
president of Red House Records, he was
blown away. Suddenly, Lucy was back in
the music business. She signed with Red
House and started playing gigs. Red House
released “The Tide” in 1994 to rave re-
views, and within six months, Lucy signed
with a major booking agency, and began
touring so much it required leaving her two
psychologist positions behind.

Lucy’s new life as a mother has en-
hanced the emotional depth of her
songwriting. Her sixth album “Over the
Hills,” released in March, 2007, explores
universal themes of love, joy, loss, and
dreams for the future, through reflections
on family. It is pure Americana, wonder-
fully raw and rich with heartache and hope.

For more info about this concert and the
featured artist, visit
lucykaplansky3.eventbrite.com/ The Cof-
fee With Conscience Concert Series is a
seven-show series running from October
through May at the First United Methodist
Church of Westfield.

The Coffee With Conscience Concert
Series is sponsored by Ahrre’s Coffee
Roastery at 104 Elm Street in Westfield and
is further supported by a generous grant
from the Westfield Service League, and a
few other private donations – which are
enthusiastically encouraged.

For more information about the Coffee
With Conscience Concert Series, the up-
coming performance, or ways in which to
get involved with the series, visit
www.coffeewithconscience.org.

WESTFIELD - The Westfield High
School (WHS) Theatre Department will
present Metamorphoses, the award-win-
ning play that brings classic myths and
legends to life in an entirely new and
mesmerizing way. Metamorphoses will
be presented on the main stage of WHS,
located at 550 Dorian Road, on Thurs-
day, November 14, at 4 p.m.; Friday,
November 15, at 7:30 p.m. and Saturday,
November 16, at 7:30 p.m.

The show is based on Ovid’s epic
poem “Metamorphoses,” considered one
of the most influential works in Western
literature. Each of the show’s stories and
themes – from the greed of King Midas to
the love of Eros and Psyche - takes places
in and around a large pool of water built
into the stage.

“The show offers morals on the impor-
tance of love and humility, while also
reminding us why the myths themselves
retain importance and relevance. It is, in
many ways, an exploration of the trans-
formative power of love,” said director
Daniel Devlin, the drama teacher at West-
field High School.

Metamorphoses features an ensemble
cast of talented WHS students, each of
whom plays multiple roles.

 The cast (in alphabetical order) is as
follows: Elena Arida, Colin Barry, Sarah
Boyle, Catherine Bruno, Daniel Coelho,
Jackie Daaleman, Lauren Echausse,
Nicholas Gabuzda, Isabella Gelfand,
Frank Guerriero, Victoria Guerriero,
Maddie Hudelson, Katherine Ko, Julian
Mone, Emmanuelle Nadeau, Abbie
Paone, Megan Pinna, Michael Poyntz,
Jill Rosenfeld, Madi Rosenthal, Kim
Roth, Lisa Simon, Fraser Weist, Connor
Wynne and Jesse Zimmermann.

 Throughout the show’s vignettes,
mortals interact with gods and deities,
and undergo transformations that reflect
their internal traits.

Many of the classic stories, including
“Orpheus and Eurydice,” “Midas and the
Golden Touch” and “Narcissus”, are re-
told with a modern twist.

For the cast and crew of Metamorpho-
ses, one of the most challenging aspects
of the show is the pool, which empha-
sizes the role of water in mythology and
the stories’ themes of renewal, passion
and transformation.

 Designed by WHS art teacher, Roy
Chambers, who is also the head set de-
signer, the 17-by-20-foot pool is the fo-
cal point of a multi-level set built on site
by a team of students led by Mr. Cham-
bers and assistant technical director
Hannah Mackenzie, a senior.

 Encircled by a 3-foot wooden deck,
the pool will contain approximately 1,500
gallons of water that can be illuminated
in various colors by overhead lighting.

 Senior Samantha Gruskin, the show’s
stage manager, said Metamorphoses, “Is
like nothing we’ve ever done before.”
Having a pool on stage – and actors
moving in and out of the water – pre-
sented unusual challenges. “The water
affects the props, the costumes, the light-
ing, the sound – every aspect of produc-
tion,” she said.

 The show’s technical crew also in-
cludes Matt Binkowitz and Mary Kate
Miller (lighting and sound); Alexa
Derman (hair and makeup); Maddie
Kevelson (costumes); Ellie Smith (props)
and Alex Pallatucci (graphic design).

 Westfield High School’s Theatre De-
partment has been recognized as one of
the top high school theater programs in
the state. The

school’s spring musicals have been
multiple winners of the Paper Mill
Playhouse’s prestigious “Rising Star”
awards, and many Westfield High School
graduates have gone on to attend some of
the country’s most selective college the-
ater programs.

 Tickets for Metamorphoses, which
are general admission, are $10 each and
can be purchased in advance by emailing
WHStickets@Westfieldnjk12.org. Any
tickets not sold in advance will be avail-
able for sale at the door on the night of the
shows.

Dancing With The Stars
For The Sport of It

By HORACE CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When Gino Jannotti of Garwood
was taking tap lessons at the age of 5,
line dancing at the Colorado Cafe in
2001, helping the Children’s Special-
ized Hospital of Mountainside pull off
Dancing With The Stars charity event
at the Plainfield Country Club, the swift-
footed hoofer had little idea that his
future steps would have him scooting
across the water of the Pacific Ocean.
His journey started in the desert of
Arizona when he was elected First Vice
President of the World Country & Line
DanceSport Federation which totals
11 countries including the US, Canada,
Brazil, UK, Ireland, Italy, Spain, France,
Norway, South Africa and Korea.

That plunged him into a major role
organizing the US Line Dance Team to
prepare for the World DanceSport Fed-
eration Games in Kaohsiung, Taiwan.

From September 16-21, the WDSF
conducted the Inaugural World
DanceSport Games in Taiwan. 732 ath-
letes represented 49 countries in the
dance contests staged over five days to
determine the champions in 14 disci-
plines. 96 judges evaluated the perfor-
mances on the floor of the Kaohsiung
Arena. 128 coaches and other officials
looked after the participating athletes.
And 800 volunteers catered to their
every whim, treating them like royalty.

600 rooms at four different hotels were
used to accommodate the participants.
5,000 meals were dispensed over the
five days.

The Kaohsiung City Government
assigned a staff of 900 to the organiza-
tion and the delivery of the WDSG
2013. 264 people were accredited as
media personnel. The entire event was
broadcast live throughout Asia and on
the Internet.

Individuals from the UK and Ireland
won Gold, Silver and Bronze medals in
line dancing. Gene Jannotti coached
the US team. Gene has established the
US Country & Line DanceSport Fed-
eration and is planning to conduct events
in the US determine National champi-
ons to dance in the next WDSF Games
which have not as yet been scheduled.

While at the WDSF Games, Gene
met with the two couples representing
the US in Ballroom Standard and Latin
who are associated with local dance
studios, Paragon Ballroom in Roselle
and Dance Studio 22 in Mountainside.
Nikita Malakhov and Nadezda Vlasova
and Gemma Arnold and Mechyslav
(Michael) Pavlyuk both won US Na-
tional titles in 2013, which permitted
them to compete at the WDSF Games.
They both participated in the two Danc-
ing with the Stars charity events co-
produced by Gene which helped raise
over $80,000 for the Children’s’ Spe-
cialized Hospital of Mountainside.

Mr. Jannotti, noted for his formal
tuxedo with a black bow tie almost as
big as his immutable smile is setting his
sights on many new things in the near
future including translating some of his
foot dexterity to improving his new
hobby, a better golf swing at
Shackamaxon Country Club in Scotch
Plains.

Photo courtesy of Gene Jannotti
LINE DANCERS…United States line dancers, Mona Brandt of Phoenix, Ariz.
and Mark Bradburn of Ft. Wayne,Tex., pose with Gino Jannotti of Garwood.
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We'll earn your trust.

Support the weekly newspaper by mailing in the coupon
below TODAY! Each Thursday you’ll be glad you did!

 

1 East Broad Street 

Westfield, New Jersey 

908-233-9570 

www.wesleyhall.org 

Patty Fowler, Director 

Morning and Afternoon Sessions 

2 ½ years old through Kindergarten 

Lunch Bunch, Playcare, Enrichment Classes, 

and Summer Camp 

FULL DAY KINDERGARTEN  

Call Monday-Friday  

Between 9:00-2:00 

 for Information and Tour Dates 

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

http://www.NazzaroMusic.com

