
Page 26  Thursday, October 31, 2013 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Fanwood Council Candidate Kathy
Mitchell Still Has Much to Do

I am Kathy Mitchell and I’m run-
ning for relection to Fanwood Coun-
cil. I am seeking reelection because
there is still much work to do. For
example, we must continue to in-
vest in downtown redevelopment
since this will help broaden our tax
base. With more businesses coming
into town, there will be more places
to eat, shop and meet and greet
friends.

We must continue to provide ex-
cellent programs for our senior citi-
zens who are our greatest resource.
They made Fanwood what it is and
continue to do so. One such pro-
gram is the handyman program,
which helps our seniors to stay in-
dependent in their own homes.

A new role I took on this year is
part of a committee to help the
library board determine the priori-
ties for their building. The library
plays a critical role in our commu-

nity and during Hurricane Sandy
became a great meeting point for
many. The building has some physi-
cal issues that currently are hinder-
ing programs and we as a commu-
nity must decide how to remedy
those issues, and to do it in a fis-
cally responsible manner.

These are just a few of the issues
that I enjoy working on for my
town. I chose nursing as a career
because I care. This has filtered
down to community service. I have
been volunteering in Fanwood for
the past 30 years and have served
on almost every board and commis-
sion. Fanwood is my family and I
care, so as part of the Mahr team,
Tom Kranz and I are asking for
your vote on Tuesday, November 5,
for Fanwood Council.

Councilwoman Kathy Mitchell
Fanwood Candidate

Matt Sontz’s Candidacy Statement For
Westfield Council Ward 3

I’m Matt Sontz and I am running
for town council in Westfield’s Third
Ward. It has been a pleasure meeting
so many of my neighbors and fellow
residents. Thank you to all who have
considered me for local office. I ask
for your support on Election Day,
which is November 5.

For those of you that don’t know me,
please let me tell you a little bit about
myself. I am a husband and father of
three. I live on Vernon Terrace, which is
just south of Jefferson School. My sons
both attend Jefferson. You can often see
me picking up my sons just outside of
the first grade pick up for Mrs. Arkin. I
have been an assistant coach for both of
my sons’ baseball teams throughout
the past few years. This fall you may
have seen me rooting on my older son’s
PAL football team at Tamaques Park
and Kehler Stadium. You may have
also seen me rooting for my younger
son’s soccer team at Memorial Park.

I have a Bachelor of Science degree
in Mechanical Engineering from
Rutgers University. I was a mechanical
engineer for the Department of De-
fense for four years. I have a juris
doctorate from Rutgers University. I
have been in the private practice of law
for about 10 years and have my own
law practice in town. I have also been a
volunteer on the Union County Con-
struction Board of Appeals for the past
six years. There I have been able to
utilize my engineering and legal back-
grounds for the benefit of all residents
in Union County including Westfield.

I previously ran for town council in
2007 and 2011. Both were rewarding
experiences. I am running again be-
cause I still feel that there is so much
more our town council can be doing to
improve our town. I previously circu-
lated and submitted to the town council
a petition to replace the crossing guards
on Central Avenue that were removed
due to budget cuts. The crossing guard
at Sycamore and Central was replaced
and the Central Avenue pedestrian
crossing guard was saved from being
cut. I continue to thank all of the resi-
dents who supported the cause and
helped us achieve this great result.

I have also spoken at town council
meetings and written newspaper letters
on topics such as restoring the use of
our fire department’s ladder truck, fully
staffing our fire department, increased
police presence when our part of town
was the victim of multiple home bur-
glaries, stopping speeding on our resi-
dential streets, and many others.

I will be a zealous advocate for Third
Ward residents and Westfield as a whole.
I will work tirelessly to ensure that our
town government is as efficient and
responsive as it can possibly be. Thank
you to all who have considered me for
the honor of being our next town
councilperson from Westfield’s Third
Ward. Again, I ask for your vote and
support on November 5.

Matt Sontz, Candidate
Westfield Council Ward 3

My opponent in the Fourth Ward
council race takes credit for paving
some roads in the Fourth Ward, but
considering that he “advocated” the
paving of “all or part of” 15 roads in
the Fourth Ward in four years, it is
hardly an accomplishment, when you
see the poor condition of roads in our
ward. One needs only to walk down
Pierson Street or Tamaques Way to
see that his attention or advocacy has
not been sufficient. Moreover, his
four years has demonstrated a con-
siderable lack of accomplishment.

He has overlooked the situation of
the people who live in the vicinity of
Tamaques Park, namely, Dickson
Drive, Village Green, Robin Hood Way
and New England Drive, due to the
overuse of Tamaques Park. Those resi-
dents are constantly dealing with traf-
fic and parking issues arising from the
seven-day-a-week, dawn-to- dusk use
of Tamaques Park for races, soccer,
baseball, softball, Little League touch
football and lacrosse. It has been clear
for years that the town needs at least
one other field to deal with the explo-
sion of year-round sports – all of which
are great – but Tamaques Park bears the
brunt of that explosion. Everyone en-
joys the 5k races at Tamaques, but other
neighborhoods should share the bur-
dens of the temporary street closures.

There has been no discussion on this
topic on the council and my opponent
should have been leading the discus-
sion as an advocate for his constituents.
I will be that advocate.

He also failed to continue the very
commendable program of Belgian block
installation for curbing. For years, Bel-
gian block curbing has lifted the appear-
ances of hundreds of streets in Westfield,
increasing property values and enhanc-
ing the overall appearance of this beau-
tiful town. Since the town assesses the
property owner for the curbing, taxpay-
ers pay nothing. But the town ended it
anyway. It made no sense, and he voted
to eliminate it. I will advocate its return.

Similarly, he has not advocated for
the return of the sidewalks program,
which was initiated when I was on
council. That program permitted resi-
dents to apply for installation or im-
provement of sidewalks with the town
paying 50 percent of the assessment. It
was a great investment in pedestrian
safety and comfort, but it was discon-
tinued. One need only walk on the
streets of Rahway and Central Avenues
to learn the benefits of sidewalks.

The Fourth Ward is not better off
than it was four years ago, which sug-
gests it is time for a change.

John J. Walsh, Candidate
Westfield 4th Ward Council

I began my campaign for mayor
with an introductory letter outlining
my goals. In weekly updates I ex-
panded on these goals hoping to in-
terest you as well. The goals I have
discussed come from my belief that
while this is a great town we must
constantly work to improve it. I close
here by highlighting some of the ones
most important to me.

I promise as your mayor that I will
join the “Mayors against Illegal Guns”
coalition. It is an organization devel-
oping moderate approaches to end-
ing gun violence in this country with
over 1,000 mayors participating and
1.5 million supporters across the
country. Their legislative goals in-
clude such things as uniform back-
ground checks and prohibiting those
on the no-fly terrorist watch list from
buying guns. Our mayor should be
participating in Mayors against Ille-
gal Guns to defend safety in West-
field.

Westfield deserves direct train
service to New York City during
commute hours and as mayor I will
work relentlessly to achieve this
goal. This would benefit not only
our commuters but increase the val-
ues of all of our homes. In 2008, our
current mayor pulled Westfield out
of the Raritan Valley Rail Coali-
tion, the primary group working for
the single-seat ride. As your mayor
I will bring Westfield back into the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition to help
bring us a One-Seat ride into New
York City. I have gathered almost
600 on-line petition signatures for
the Coalition.

Our taxes keep rising, almost 70
percent under our current mayor,
and our services have declined. In
2010 we declined stimulus money

available for Westfield to partici-
pate in any of the state energy sav-
ing programs. We should issue a
request for proposals for a private
company to manage our conserva-
tion center. This will not only save
us the cost of shipping our leaves to
Summit, but will be a revenue
source. I will insist on a clearly
stated need and to see the total costs
including the financing, operating
and maintenance costs for any capi-
tal purchase. I will appoint an ad
hoc committee to investigate how
other towns are sharing services
that we are not. We need to be
proactive.

I believe that our first spending
priority should be safety and that
the most urgent safety need is for an
increase in the number of firemen,
not for mobile command centers.
The cuts to our fire department have
left us with seven-man platoons. If
a truck with three firemen arrives at
a burning home there is little they
can do until more firemen arrive.
This has occurred many times, caus-
ing unnecessary damage to occur
and in one case, where the neigh-
bors all report a 20-minute gap be-
fore the second truck arrived, caus-
ing a house to burn down. That
shouldn’t happen. We have a paid
fire department and it should be
sufficiently staffed. We should en-
courage more volunteers to supple-
ment them and deliver the best fire
safety we can.

Those are my top priorities. Beyond
them, I will acknowledge the clear
statistics about the Central Avenue
crosswalk, identify the cause of the
increased accidents and solve the prob-
lem. I will change the council agenda
item to “public comments, questions
and answers” because our residents
have no other time to ask their elected
officials in public about issues that
matter to them. You deserve public
answers. I hope you share my vision
of a continuously improving West-
field and will honor me with your vote
on November 5th.

David Haas
Candidate for Westfield Mayor

Westfield Ward 4 Council Challenger
Chides Incumbent Opponent

David Haas For Westfield Mayor
Outlines Candidacy Positions

SP Police Offer Halloween,
Trick-or-Treat Safety Tips

AREA – The excitement of Hal-
loween for some children some-
times makes them forget to be care-
ful. Simple common sense can do a
lot to stop tragedies from happen-
ing and to ensure that everyone has
a safe and enjoyable day trick-or-
treating. As you are getting your-
self and your family ready for the
festivities, here are some tips to
consider courtesy of Scotch Plains
Police Chief Brian Mahoney and
the Scotch Plains Police Depart-
ment.

A parent or responsible adult
should always accompany young
children. Plan and review with older
children the route they will be tak-
ing and agree on a specific time
they should be home. Trick-or-treat
only in neighborhoods known to
the family. Stay in a group and
remain on well-lit streets and al-
ways use the sidewalk. If no side-
walk is available, walk on the far-
thest edge of the road facing traffic.
Never enter a stranger’s home or
car for a treat. Cross streets only at
crosswalks and obey traffic signals.
Use a flashlight and wear bright
colored or reflective costumes and

remove masks that limit eyesight
before crossing a street or drive-
way. Never consume opened or un-
wrapped food or beverage. No treats
should be eaten until they are thor-
oughly checked by an adult.

Chief Mahoney also reminds all
drivers to remain cautious and drive
slowly throughout the community.
To ensure the safety of all residents,
especially children, extra patrol units
will be on duty for Halloween.

The Scotch Plains Police Depart-
ment recommends children trick-
or-treat between the hours of 3 to 7
p.m. Chief Mahoney and the Scotch
Plains Police Department wish ev-
eryone a safe and enjoyable Hal-
loween.

Take the fear out of being close to your customers
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Tuesday, November 5
***

For polling locations visit
www.ucnj.org

Levi Cory House Move
To Happen on Saturday

MOUNTAINSIDE — After two
postponements, Mountainside’s his-
toric Levi Cory House will be moved
this Saturday morning, November 2.
Necessary work will be completed to
reinforce a section of the framing and
chimney so that the 200-year-old
structure is ready for transport.

The house has been placed on “crib-
bing,” suspending it eight feet in the
air. It will be lowered onto a trailer
positioned underneath it. The mov-
ing company, W.A. Building Mov-
ers, will prepare the house and secure
it to the trailer before Saturday.

Once the trailer is hitched, the house
is expected to start moving between 9
and 10 a.m. It will proceed north for
approximately three-quarters of a
mile on New Providence Road to-
ward its final destination – Constitu-
tion Plaza, adjacent to the
Mountainside Public Library and the
Deacon Andrew Hetfield House.

The house will leave New Provi-
dence Road after crossing Route 22,
near the northeast corner of the inter-
section. Upon leaving the roadway, it
will proceed through the commuter
parking lot next to the library toward
its permanent location.

Depending upon roadway condi-
tions and utility company activity along
the way, the move is expected to be
complete by noon. During the move,
portions of New Providence Road will
be intermittently closed to traffic, as
will Route 22 for a short time.

Scott Daniels, Mountainside Res-
toration Committee chairman, rec-
ommends spectator viewing locations
on the lawn of Children’s Special-
ized Hospital, the Mountainside Bor-
ough Hall property at the corner of
New Providence Road and Route 22,

East, and at the bottom of the en-
trance ramp to Constitution Plaza
near the library.

Parking will not be allowed in the
library lots or on New Providence
Road. Spectators should park at the
Mountainside Pool, Borough Hall and
on side streets and should arrive at a
viewing location between 8:30 and 9
a.m. Spectators are asked to remain
at least 20 to 30 feet away from the
house. Food and beverages will be
available from early morning at The
Mountainside Deli at 895 Mountain
Avenue in Mountainside and at the
food stand located near Mountainside
Borough Hall.

Crescent Choral Soc.
To Present Concert

PLAINFIELD  — Two Westfield
residents, Drude Roessler and Janna
Peterson, will have solo roles when
the Crescent Choral Society presents
a concert titled “Harmonious Haydn,”
Saturday, November 9, at 8 p.m. at
the Crescent Avenue Presbyterian
Church in Plainfield. This will be the
third in the current Crescent Con-
certs Series.

The chorus and soloists will be led
in Haydn’s “Te Deum” and
“Harmonie Mass” by F. Allen Artz,III,
director of music at the Crescent Av-
enue Church. Brenda Day, director
of music at the First Presbyterian
Church in Metuchen, will accom-
pany the singers.

Tickets are $20; $15 for seniors
and $5 for students and may be pur-
chased at the door. Handicap facili-
ties and large-print programs are
available. For inquiries, call (908)
756-2468 or visit crescent concerts.


