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District 22District 22

John Campbell (R)
Candidate For State Assembly

John Campbell of Plainfield is a
24-year-old small business owner,
property owner, and
Babson College grad
where he served as
president of the stu-
dent body for three
consecutive years.

His work has in-
cluded small busi-
ness incubation,
consulting as well
campaign advisory
for a host of local,
state and federal
campaigns in both
New Jersey and
Massachusetts. John
also worked for former United
States Senator Scott P. Brown in

Jeffrey D. First (R)
Candidate For State Assembly

Jeffrey D. First of Middlesex Bor-
ough has held a variety of executive
administrative posi-
tions. For the previ-
ous 23 years he has
operated as both the
regional administra-
tor and chief execu-
tive officer of several
skilled nursing and
rehabilitation centers.
This to include
Bergen Regional
Medical Center,
which he was the
vice-president of
their long-term care
division responsible
for 691 residents.

Prior to receiving his license as a
nursing home administrator from
the department of health he was the
administrator of a drug and alcohol
rehabilitation facility, director of a
home care agency responsible for
880 home-bound elderly and dis-
abled adults, directed a camp for
severely mentally-challenged chil-
dren and adults, and began his so-

cial service career as a volunteer
and ultimately became the assistant

director of disaster
service for the Ameri-
can Red Cross.

For the previous
five years, Mr. First
was a state commit-
teeman, and served
his community as a
Middlesex council-
man. He ran two years
ago for the Assembly.

He attended John
Jay College of Crimi-
nal Justice in Manhat-
tan with a focus on
public administra-
tion. Jeff is married

to Ellen and has two children, Jeff
and Kimberly.

John Campbell

Jeffrey D. First

Boston.
Becoming a small business owner

at the age of 19, he
has given back to
youth, mentoring
countless children
through his church
and community and
fighting to give them
a better life. Believ-
ing in the phrase
“service above self,”
John is one of the
youngest members
of Rotary Interna-
tional, a service or-
ganization com-
prised of leaders/

small business owners who work
tirelessly to serve the community.

Robert M. Sherr (R)
Candidate For State Senate

Robert M. Sherr is a life-long
resident of the Borough of
Middlesex, graduating from
Middlesex High School in June of
1969.

He graduated from Middlesex
County College with a degree in
liberal arts and com-
pleted his undergradu-
ate studies at Richard
Stockton State Col-
lege, earning a Bach-
elor of Arts Degree in
Sociology in June of
1973.

He worked with the
Piscataway Depart-
ment of Health and at-
tended Rutgers Uni-
versity Cook College
to obtain a Certificate
in Environmental
Health and Law. He
continued with the Piscataway De-
partment of Health as a Licensed
Registered Environmental Health
Specialist (formerly called a Sani-
tarian) until March 1975.

He attended New Jersey City Uni-
versity (formerly Jersey City State
College) and in June of 1976 was
awarded a Master of Arts Degree in
Health Administration.

After working for the Plainfield
Division of Health, he was hired by

the Fanwood Board of Health in
December of 1976 as their part-
time executive officer. He was hired
by the Westfield Board of Health as
a licensed registered environmen-
tal health specialist in April of 1978.
In January of 1981, he was ap-

pointed as the direc-
tor of health/licensed
health officer with the
Westfield Board of
Health. Mr. Sherr re-
tired from his position
as public health direc-
tor/licensed health of-
ficer in December of
2008.

He served as a
Middlesex council-
man from January
1978 to December of
1980. In 1979, he ran
unsuccessfully for the

New Jersey State Assembly as the
Republican candidate for the 17th
legislative district. He later served
for three years in the1990s on the
Middlesex Board of Education and
was elected mayor, where he served
from 2009 to 2011.

Robert is married to Amelia (Con-
testable), an oncology research
nurse at the Steeplechase Cancer
Center at Somerset Medical Cen-
ter. They have three adult children.

Robert Sherr

Nicholas P. Scutari (D)
Candidate For State Senate

Nicholas Scutari was elected to
the State Senate in
2003 to represent
the 22nd District.
A lifelong Linden
resident, Senator
Scutari began his
career in public
service in 1993,
when he was
elected to the Lin-
den Board of Edu-
cation. He was
elected to the
Union County
Freeholder Board
in 1996, serving as
vice-chairman in 1998 and chair-
man in 1999.

Linda Stender (D)
Candidate For State Assembly

Assemblywoman Linda Stender
represents the stare’s 22nd Legisla-
tive District and is the
chairwoman of the
State Government
Committee, vice-
chairwoman of the
Transportation, Public
Works and Indepen-
dent Authorities Com-
mittee, and a member
of the Appropriations
Committee.

She holds a Bach-
elor of Arts degree
from American Uni-
versity in Interdiscipli-
nary Communications.

Asw. Stender previously served

Jerry Green

Jerry Green (D)
Candidate For State Assembly

trict status, which has brought over
$100 million per year to the district to
educate the children and millions in
construction dollars to renovate and

build new schools. He
was one of the key spon-
sors of legislation re-
quiring institutions of
higher education to in-
stall sprinkler systems
in all dormitories.

He has served with
the Salvation Army, par-
ticipated in numerous
fundraising drives for to
fight cancer and other
diseases that affect fami-
lies, was honorary
WalkAmerica chairman
for the Northern Jersey
Chapter of the March of
Dimes. Mr. Green re-
sides in Plainfield with

his wife, Wanda.

Jerry Green is serving his 11th term
in the General Assembly. Since 2004,
he has served as a member of the
Assembly Health and Human Services
Committee. Mr. Green
is currently chairman
of the Assembly Hous-
ing and Local Govern-
ment Committee. Mr.
Green is a lifetime resi-
dent of Union County.

Early in his career,
he worked for a major
retail food chain in a
management position.
For the last 30 years,
he has been a self-em-
p l o y e d
businessperson and
consultant. He has
been an active public
servant for over 25
years. His record in-
cludes two terms as a Union County
Freeholder (1982-1984 and 1989-
1991.)

In 1990, he served as chairman of
the Freeholders Board. He served on
the Union County Planning Board,
the Parks and Recreation Committee,
and Human Services and Economic
Development, the Union County Ado-
lescent Substance Abuse Program, the
Private Industry Council, the Union
County Municipal Utilities Authority
and is an honorary member of the
Union County Police Chiefs Associa-
tion.

Mr. Green was one of the facilita-
tors responsible for bringing the Union
County College campus to Plainfield.

He is a prime sponsor of legislation
dealing with crimes affecting subur-
ban communities and has worked to
ensure that area children are educated
in a safe environment.

Mr. Green played a key role in re-
turning Plainfield to an Abbott Dis-

as a councilwoman from 1988–1990
and as mayor (from 1992–1995) in

Fanwood. She later
served three terms on
the Union County
Board of Chosen
Freeholders. She
served as chair-
woman of the Free-
holders in 1997.

She was elected to
the State Assembly in
2001 and reelected in
2003. She twice ran
unsuccessfully for
Congress from the
Seventh Congres-
sional District in 2006

and 2008.

Linda Stender

Nicholas P. Scutari

A practicing attorney with an of-
fice in Linden, he
earned his law de-
gree from Thomas
Cooley Law School
in 1993. He gradu-
ated from Kean Col-
lege with honors
and received his
Master’s Degree
from Rutgers Uni-
versity in 1990.

Senator Scutari is
currently chairman
of the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee
and was previously

chairman of the State Government
Committee.
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MAKING IT OFFICIAL…Mayor Colleen Mahr performs Fanwood’s first
same-sex marriage on October 25 in Borough Hall. David Rivera and Sandy
Herrera, Fanwood residents for the past 22 years, held a civil union in 2007, also
performed by Mayor Mahr.

www.goleader.com

The donkey was first associated with
Democrat Andrew Jackson  during his
1828 presidential campaign. His oppo-
nents called him a “jackass” for his
populist views. Jackson was entertained
by the apparent insult, and used the
image of the strong-willed donkey on
his campaign posters. Cartoonist Tho-
mas Nast help establish it as the symbol
of the Democratic Party.

Cartoonist Thomas Nast provided
the Republicans with their elephant. In
an 1874 cartoon, Mr. Nast drew a don-
key clothed in a lion’s skin scaring off
animals at the zoo, except for the fear-
less elephant, which was labeled “the
Republican vote.” The symbol still en-
dures as the Republican Party’s  icon.


