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The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is

reserved for the select few who consistently deliver

value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and

grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an

inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate
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Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com

Direct:  (908) 301-2015
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And Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team

Call Jon Bramnick

We Have Three Former Prosecutors

908-322-7000
BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,

MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

www.jonbramnick.com

                DWI Charges?

Courtesy of Marlene Iacoponi for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CROSSING THE GOAL...Westfield PAL B player Matt Crowley, No. 14, cel-
ebrates after a 30-yard touchdown reception as Westfield ties Perth Amboy, 12-12

Westfield PAL B Team Ties
Perth Amboy Grid Kids, 12-12

Westfield PAL C team Tops
Perth Amboy Gridders, 14-0

RUNNING FOR A TD…Tim Alliegro (24) with Bryan Felter (90) and Jonny
Bracco (86) head into the endzone in Westfield C’s 14-0 victory over Perth Amboy.

The Westfield PAL B football team
battled the Perth Amboy Red Raiders
to a 12-12 tie at Gary Kehler Stadium.

Jake Saltzer recovered a Perth Amboy
fumble on their first possession, but
neither team was able to get anything
going offensively as the game entered
the fourth quarter with no score.

On the second play of the final
quarter, Westfield quarterback Aidan
Gilman connected with Matt Crowley
for a 30-yard touchdown (TD) pass.
The PAT failed.

Matt McIntyre got the ball back for
Westfield three plays later with an
interception at the Westfield 34-yard

line. Westfield could not capitalize
and punter Thomas DeRosa pinned
Perth Amboy at their own two.

Perth Amboy then took a 12-6 lead
with two quick TDs (PATs failed).

Westfield had the ball at their own
35-yard line. A Perth Amboy sack
pushed the Blue Devils back to the
27-yard line. On second down, with
less then a minute left, Gilman
dropped threw into triple coverage
and hit Crowley in stride at the 48-
yard line. Crowley outran his defend-
ers for 52 yards for the game tying
touchdown. The PAT failed and the
final score was 12-12.

The Westfield PAL C football team
remained undefeated with a 14-0 vic-
tory over a tough Perth Amboy team
on October 27.

The Blue Devils opened the scor-
ing with a 10-yard touchdown pass
from Hank Shapiro to Tim Alliegro
after a great drive that also included
runs of 20 and 25 yards from Colin
Freer and Griffin Rooney. The de-
fense then stifled Perth Amboy’s of-
fense with some excellent tackles by
Doug Moore, Max Gigantino, Ray
Hurtt, Brendan Harrington and Ryan
Smith. At halftime, Westfield led 7-0.

In the second half, Westfield’s de-
fense continued its dominant perfor-
mance with John Czarnecki and Chris
Larkin forcing a fumble and recover-
ing it deep in Perth Amboy’s terri-
tory. This led to a five-yard touch-
down pass from Shapiro to Luke
Scanlon. The extra point was good
and Westfield held a 14-0 advantage.

From there, the defense closed out
the game with Reid Colwell, Colin
Elliott, Joe Muselli, Bryan Felter, and
Nick Martini pressuring the quarter-
back, breaking up passes and stop-
ping the run.

Big Games On Horizon
For WHS Football Team

Coaches always teach their players to
play them one at a time, that the biggest
game is the next game. In the current
scenario, the WHS football coaches
would be spot-on to say that. The two
biggest games of the year are easily the
next two.

There’s tomorrow’s trip to Basilone
Memorial Field to face Bridgewater-
Raritan at 6 o’clock, and then a home
game next Saturday at 2 p.m. against
Scotch Plains-Fanwood. The games have
major playoff implications for all three
teams, although certainly the SP-F game
doesn’t need playoff implications to be
a big game for the Devils, who are
currently 3-3.

Bridgewater and SP-F are both cur-
rently 2-5. This will be the sixth meeting
with Bridgewater-Raritan, with WHS
having won the last two years and lead-
ing the series 3-2. Next week is the 53rd
meeting with the Raiders; the Devils
hold a 37-13-2 lead. SP-F won last year’s
game 10-2, ending a four-year losing
streak.

Ridge is the lone unbeaten in North 2,
Group 5. The Red Devils, in their green
and white uniforms, have games against
Cranford and Hunterdon Central before
the cutoff. They are coached by Bill
Tracy, who had a four-year stop at WHS
(1994-97) as an assistant coach under
Jim Benedict and Ed Tranchina before
getting the head job at Livingston.

(Note: we should mention that former
Ridge coach Tony Mottola is 1-6 this fall
at Demarest, after Friday’s 42-0 loss to
Pascack Valley. The lone win was by a 7-
6 margin in the opener against 2-4
Bergenfield. Since leaving Ridge, “Run
It Up” – who infamously subbed his
starting quarterback into the game and
had him throwing passes in the closing
minutes of a 49-13 win over WHS back
in 2008 – has led the Norsemen to a 19-
28 record in 4+ years, including one 7-
3 season.)

In WHS’s last game, a 40-14 win over
Franklin on Oct. 18, Eugene Rawles ran
for four scores and Chris Hogge passed
for 205 and a pair of touchdowns. The
win ended a three-game skid and put the
Devils at 3-3.

Rawles became the 13th Blue Devil to

score four touchdowns in a game, join-
ing Howard Meyer (1918), Lee Waring
(1930 twice), Charles Luce (1934), Ted
Vreeland (1943), Dave Reitze (1960),
Frank Jackson (1969), Eddie Morton
(1971), Glen Kehler (1973 twice and
1974), Bob McNally (1975), Butch
Woolfolk (1977 thrice), Brian
Ciemniecki (1994) and A.J. Murray
(2010).

The school record of five touchdowns
in a game is shared by six players:
Waring (1930), Pump Vella (1936
twice), Doug Murphy (1966), Kehler
(1973), Woolfolk (1977) and Paul Leifer
(1981). Leifer gets bonus points, since
his five TDs came at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood – and on Skeets Nehemiah
Day no less!

Hogge, who earlier threw for 217
yards against Phillipsburg, rejoined the
200-yard club that includes: Dave Brown
(1987), Roger Brewster (1982), Joe
Monninger (1970 twice), Dan Kerr
(2009), Christian Menares-Brown (2012
twice) and Jan Cocozziello (2002). Note:
Eleventh is Alan Deombeleg, who twice
had 199 yards during the 1971 season.

Long-time WHS fans know about the
school’s 14 state titles. But 12 of them
were pre-1974, when championships
were “awarded” by the NJSIAA to the
teams with the best record in a section.
Since the playoff system began in 1974
the Devils have won two titles, and they
were back in 1976 and 1977.

In the 39 years of football playoffs,
WHS has qualified 14 times, and has a
playoff record of 9-12. The Devils were
4-2 under Gary Kehler in four trips to
the playoffs (1976-77, 1979, 1981); they
went 3-5 under Tranchina in five trips
(1998, 2000-03); and they are 2-5 under
current coach Jim DeSarno, whose teams
qualified five straight years, 2007-11,
before missing out last fall.

FOOTBALL REALIGNMENT
WHS will have some new playmates

next fall when they are re-positioned in
the Watchung Division of the Mid-State
38 Conference. The seven divisional
opponents are Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
Plainfield, Linden, Immaculata, Mont-
gomery, North Hunterdon and Ridge.
That leaves two open dates, with Union,

Bridgewater-Raritan, Watchung Hills,
Rahway, Cranford and Summit among
the likely foes.

The Delaware (big school) Division
has Bridgewater-Raritan, Elizabeth,
Franklin, Hillsborough, Hunterdon Cen-
tral, Phillipsburg, Union and Watchung
Hills.

SOCCER UPDATE
Wow. Just when you thought you’d

seen it all in WHS vs. SP-F boys soccer,
the arch-rivals went out last Friday night
at Kean University and added yet another
all-timer – maybe even THE all-timer – to
their list of great matches. The emotions
after James Murphy’s direct kick in the
second overtime gave SPF a 2-1 victory
in the county semifinals were high school
sports at their best. There was Murphy
running around the field, followed by his
teammates, stripping off his shirt and
running up into the Raiders’ crazed root-
ing section, while the Blue Devils lay
scattered on the ground, staring off into
space in disbelief.

Friday’s crowd was unimaginably
huge, the stakes were high, and the qual-
ity of play was enough to make a foot-
ball fan truly appreciate futbol. It was
that good. It was the kind of game that
Ed Thorne, Rob Schram, Dick Stiefken,
Bill Richold, Jim Boates and Co. envi-
sioned back in 1961-62 when they first
went to athletic director Bob Duncan to
make their case for WHS starting up a
varsity soccer program. Duncan green-
lighted it and the program started in the
fall of 1962 as a club team, then went
varsity in the fall of 1963. Under coach
Bjarne Tonneson, WHS’s first varsity
soccer victory came on Sept. 27, 1963.
It was 3-0 over SP-F, and Thorne had all
three scores.

CROSS-COUNTRY UPDATE
Sweeeeeeeeep!
That was the sound of the WHS boys

and girls teams at the Union County
Tournament last Thursday. They swept
the team titles in both genders, and in
varsity, junior varsity and freshman lev-
els. For the boys it was the 32nd county
title, starting back in 1948, and the
eighth in the last nine years, including
the last five in a row. For the girls,
Gabby Stravach set a school record
(19:11) at Warinanco Park while lead-
ing a 2-5-6-7-8 finish. The girls won
their first county title since 2003, and
15th overall.

Westfield also swept everything in
sight at the Union County Conference
championships on Oct. 16, winning
both boys and girls in varsity, jayvees
and freshman. It was the ninth straight
title for the guys and the seventh straight
for the girls. Matt Luppino joined Cliff
Sheehan, Andy Jacob and Tim Yockel
as two-time conference champions.
Matt Elmuccio was a three-time champ
(1994-96).

GYMNASTICS UPDATE
There was a ton of adrenaline running

through the WHS gym on Friday, Oct.
18. There was the hosting of the Union
County gymnastics championships;
there was the appearance of former na-
tional champion, Garwood native and
2008 U.S. Olympic team alternate Dave
Durante; and there was the newly-ac-
quired knowledge that this would be the
last year for WHS coach Melissa
Greenwald, to be replaced by assistant
Amanda Diaz. (Not to mention the day
before my 68th birthday, although that
was apparently a distant fourth.)

Riding the wave, the girls scored a
meet record and season-best 112.15 to
easily capture their eighth straight county
title. Jenna Rizkalla was all-around
champ, edging teammate Abby Cook,
37.6 to 37.475. Rizkalla also won vault
and floor ex, Cook took balance beam
and Mae Devin won uneven bars.
Hannah Goldring, Hannah Prieto and
Carlie Fasano rounded out the point
scorers.

Greenwald, who this year surpassed
Ellen Kovac as the team’s winningest
coach, has seen her teams lose just 19
meets in 14 years, including unbeaten
teams in 2000, 2001, 2006, 2009 and
2010. They’ve now captured 11 county
titles and three sectional crowns, the last
coming in 2006, with Jenna Rodrigues
and Lacy Cummings.

This year’s sectionals are Nov. 9, at
Edison Bishop Ahr, the team that has
long stood between WHS and sectional
bling. Don’t think the Devils, who were
recently named the No. 1 team in the
state by The Star-Ledger, aren’t aware
of that date.

VOLLEYBALL UPDATE
The fifth “Pink Out” on Oct. 11 at

WHS was a huge success, with over
$28,000 going to the Susan G. Komen
Foundation to fight breast cancer. The
money raised has gone from $8,000 to
$12,000 to $19,000 to $20,000.
Watchung Hills handed the Blue Devils
a 25-15, 25-21 loss that night, their first,
but coach Bev Torok was all smiles for
days afterward.

COLLEGE UPDATE
Hannah Kronick (WHS ’11) became

the all-time leading scorer in John
Hopkins’ girls soccer history Wednes-
day, Oct. 16, when she had two assists in
a 5-0 win over McDaniel. She now has
142 career points, one better than Erica
Suter. The junior had previously set the
school career goals record when she
scored her 56th in a 9-1win over Bryn
Mawr.

IN PASSING
Alan Dunning (WHS ’64), one of the

great team managers in WHS history,
passed away on Oct. 15 at the age of 67.
A graduate of Princeton University with
a J.D. degree from Yale University, Dun-
ning served as manager of first soccer
team in school history, and also man-
aged the swimming and spring track
teams.

The Devil’s Den appears in The
Westfield Leader on the first and third
(and occasional fifth) Thursday during
the school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. And remember, win
or not, it’s Whs4evr!

Courtesy of Laura Ortiz for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A SACK ATTACK...Westfield PAL A team defender Jack Albin sacks the Perth
Amboy quarterback for a big loss. Westfield went on to win, 35-7, on October 27.

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

the Warrior defensive line and slanted
down the left sideline for a 60-yard
gain; however, a holding call at the
line of scrimmage extinguished the
thought.

With 3:01 remaining in the half,
Cunningham broke free for a 36-yard
TD. The point after made the score,
19-0. With 35 seconds on the clock,
Cunningham added his 13-yard TD.

The point after was successful.
“You look at guys like Ryan Jensen,

Rashan Gary and then Kobe White,
Emendo Thomas, Kevin Maxwell,
Sam McQuoid. We have guys who
are good football players. We have
supporting cast guys too. We are get-
ting through a season that we are
young. At some point, we got to grow
up. They got to carry the load a little
more for us,” Raider Head Coach Jon
Stack said.

It took just over a minute into the
third quarter for the next Warrior TD
when Gomes sped 22 yards for the
score. Their final TD came with 4:34
left in the third quarter when Giacomo
added his 17-yard TD. With 5:07
remaining in the game, Thomas
capped a 63-yard scoring drive with
his 13-yard TD run.

“We have a lot of things to work on.
At times, we are not as physical as we
need to be. A lot of problems! A lot of
problems, and we got to come up with
some solutions,” Coach Stack said.

The Raiders will be on the road
tomorrow, Friday, November 1 to face
Warren Hills at 7 p.m.
Watchung Hills   6 20 13   0 39
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   0   0   0   6 6
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