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Raiders Nip Cougars in UCT
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110 North Florence Avenue, Westfield
Exceptional Colonial featuring 4 Bedrooms, 4 Baths, Hardwood Fl., Cus-

tom Kitchen, SS appliances, Four finished floors, 1 Car garage, Hardi

Plank w/Azek trim.

SOLD SOLD

Under Construction

112 North Florence Avenue, Westfield
Notable Colonial offering 4 Bedrooms, 4 Baths, Hardwood fl. Custom

kitchen, SS appliances, finished basement, 1 Car garage, Hardi Plank w/

Azek trim

309 Belmar Place, Westfield
Quality construction to be built by Premier Design Custom Homes. This

impressive home includes 5 Bedrooms, 3 Full Baths & 2 Half Baths.

Custom Designer kitchen includes SS appliance package & four

spectacular floors of living space! Asking $1,069,000.

Mendham
Custom 7,000 square foot Manor on 6.5 acres located on a private cul de

sac. Asking $2,400,000.

611 Norwood Drive, Westfield
Premier Design Custom Homes brings you another Flawless Design to be

built. 5 Bedrooms, 3 Full Baths & 2 Half Baths. Spectacular Designer

Kitchen, Custom trim package, Luxurious Baths & amenities are just a

few special features this home offers. Asking $1,179,000.

To Be Built To Be Built

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555

Lisa Stafford
Sales Associate

Cell: 908-337-2021 • Direct: 908-301-2044

Email: Lisa.Stafford@cbmoves.com • www.LisaStafford.com

Gerald Infantino
201-370-3274
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makes you want to go faster,” Stravach
said.

The entire Blue Devil team recorded
outstanding times to set a WHS team
time of 19:38 (top-5 runners). Five
Blue Devils finished in the top-8 and
all seven were in the top-20. Meghan
O’Dwyer crossed fifth at 19:35, fol-
lowed by Gabriele Brennan at 19:48,
Natalie Marcotullio at 19:49 and Erica
Fischer at 19:51. Anna Tanji finished
16th at 20:13 and Charlie O’Brien
finished 20th at 20:23 in the field of
102 runners.

“Today, Gabby has broken her
school record. It was 19:39. She ran
19:11. Meghan O’Dwyer also ran
under the school record. She had a
19:35. We had a team average of
19:38. We have never had a team
average under 20 and we had five
[girls] under 20. It was a really, really
good day,” Alpha girls coach Jen
Buccino said.

“Wow! What a performance. I’ve
seen every race since 1979 and this
one was amazing. This is a gritty
team that has a goal in mind and a
determination. To have five individu-
als under twenty was phenomenal.
They fought their way through that
race. Gabby did not yield that sec-
ond-place finish and the pack was as
tight as you would want,” Coach
Hornish said.

“Right from the beginning of the
summer, we all decided that this is
going to be our year. We practiced
eight times a week. We did double
days. We increased our mileage. We
did long runs. We did tempo runs.
From the beginning, we decided if we
wanted to go places, we had to work
hard to get there,” Stravach said.

The first SPF Raider to cross, Kailyn
Reilly, finished 24th at 20:35.
Cranford Cougars Megan Power and
Amanda Bush finished 26-27 with
identical times of 20:42. Cougars
Bella Desimone at 21:20, Lauren
Byrne at 21:49 and Kiera Hurley at
21:51 finished 35-43-44, respectively.
Raider Leah Womelsdorf crossed 48th
at 22:01.

In the second Blue Tsunami, the
Blue Devils JV squad won its race
with a perfect 15, acing the top-6
spots and also grabbing ninth and
10th. Summit took second at 51, fol-
lowed by Union Catholic at 80, Kent
Place at 120 and Cranford at 143.

Caroline Stocking took top honors
with a time of 20:36, followed by
Elisabeth Neylan at 20:46, Amanda
Fischer at 20:53, Kathleen
McCutcheon at 20:54, Julia Gretsky
at 21:00 and Kelly Morrison at 21:11.
Claire Cassie crossed ninth at 21:36

and Madeline Berry finished 10th
also at 21:36.

The Blue Tsunami freshmen won
their 3,200-meter with a 35 total,
ahead of Governor Livingston at 39
and Summit at 46. Cindy Qiang fin-
ished first at 14:39 and Lila Hutchens
took second at 14:51. Skylar Geoghan
finished eighth at 16:20, Caroline
Seery finished 11th at 16:45 and
Abigal Jones took 13th at 16:57.
Darlene Vo finished 16th at 17:13,
Mia Anderson crossed 18th at 17:29,
followed by Morgan Strudevant at
17:40 and Hannah Siegel at 17:45.

“The frosh, which is our future, is
full of promise. Cindy Qiang, Lila
Hutchins and Skylar Geoghan are a
potent 1-2-3 with a tight pack behind
them. Throughout the season, they
have been among the top five teams
in every competition and are now
ready to make a serious bid for the
state championship. The JVs have
now won their fourth consecutive in-

vitational meet. Their 20:49 time at
the county meet is the their fastest to
date and their perfect score of 15 is
the first by any Union County JV
Team,” Coach Hornish said.

The recent accomplishments of the
varsity has put them in the mix with
the elite Group 4 teams in the state.

“We try not to get hung up on the
rankings. Every course is different.
Every meet is different. The kids
showed what they want, they showed
what they earned today,” coach
Buccino said.

After finding out that the Blue Devil
boys also won their race in style,
Coach Hornish said, “It was a historic
moment in Westfield cross-country
history. It’s been 15 to 18 years since
both teams have swept the county
championships with such outstand-
ing performances.”

EMENDO THOMAS GETS 13-YARD TD IN 4TH QUARTER

Wat. Hills Warriors Ransack
SPF Raider Footballers, 39-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Big running plays from the start
and throughout allowed the Watchung
Hills High School Warriors to roll to
a 39-6 triumph over the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders on Senior Day in
Scotch Plains on October 26. The 5-
2 Warriors consistently capitalized
on huge holes in the 2-5 Raiders’
defense, while their defense stuffed
nearly all Raiders’ running attempts.

The Warriors stuck strictly to their
bread and butter, a running game, and
rumbled for 294 yards in the first half
and added another 158 yards in an
abbreviated second half (Mercy Rule)
to total 452 yards. Junior running
back Ryan Cunningham chewed up
214 yards on 13 carries in the first
half, including respective touchdown
runs of 81 yards, 36 yards and 13
yards, and added a 24-yard run in the
third quarter. Junior quarterback Joe
Giacomo carried six times for 96
yards, including a 17-yard touchdown
in the third quarter. Junior running

back Ben Gomes carried four times
in the third quarter for 91 yards, in-
cluding a 22-yard touchdown.

The Raiders, also known for their
predominately running game, at-
tempted to throw the Warriors off-
guard with a passing game in their
first three possessions but to no avail.
The Raiders were limited to just 30
rushing yards in the first half and
quarterback Emendo Thomas had 13
of those yards, while running back
Kobe White had 17. Thomas com-
pleted one of eight passes for one
yard in the half. Thomas added 55
yards on six carries in the second
half, including a 13-yard touchdown
(TD). White added 15 rushing yards
and fullback/linebacker Sam
McQuoid had a 13-yard run.

After the Raiders went three-and-
out on the first possession of the game
and punted to the Warrior 19,
Cunningham managed to avoid the
grasps of big defensive lineman
Rashan Gary and linebackers Kevin
Maxwell and McQuoid to sprint 81

yards for the TD with 10:27 on the
clock in the first quarter. The conver-
sion failed.

McQuoid recovered a fumble to
stop a Warrior drive, but the Raiders
failed to move the ball and neither did
the Warriors on their next possession,
forcing a punt. Unfortunately, the
Raider return man mishandled the
punt and Gomes recovered the ball at
the Warrior 45. On the second play of
the second quarter, Giacomo broke
free for a 48-yard run. Raider
cornerback Andrew Ciccarino
stripped the ball at the five, but War-
rior tight end Jake Bloom recovered it
in the end zone for a TD. The conver-
sion failed.

Warrior defensive back Matt
Rozmerski intercepted Thomas’ pass
at midfield, but their ensuing drive
sputtered forcing a punt that rolled to
rest on the Raider 26. For a brief
moment, it appeared that the Raiders
were going to get right back into the
game when Thomas broke through
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chance to win this because we gradu-
ated so many kids. The seniors, we
don’t have a lot of them, but they
really stepped up. I asked the girls in
August how many thought we were
going to get to the county finals and
not one of them raised their hands. In
the end, we got there,” Raider Head
Coach Kevin Ewing said.

Although the 15-1 Cougars had
their moments applying pressure, with
the swiftness and tactics of Mairead
McKeary, Siobhan McGovern and
Hannah DeMars, the 17-0-1 Raiders
out-shot Cranford, 6-0, in the first
half and 5-0 in the second half. Senior
defender Alyssa Riporti and com-
pany saw to it that the Cougars spent
little time on Raider turf. The Cou-
gars did, however, launch a few shots
left or right of the goal.

“I am happy with our outcome. We
deserved to win, because we have
been working so hard this season. We
had to look out for some of their girls
who had good speed like Mairead
[McKeary] and Siobhan [McGovern]
and number 8 in the middle [Hannah
DeMars],” Baliatico said.

The hardest shot of the evening
came off the foot of senior Kathryn
Cunningham midway through the first
half, but Pringle (10 saves) managed
to tip the ball into the crossbar.

“I was about 25 yards out and I had
a clear shot. It was close. The goalie
tipped it,” Cunningham said.

Along with Cunningham and se-
nior Katie Harper, Yeager, Baliatico
and center midfielder Jodi Cornwell
applied a serious pinch on the Cou-
gars’ turf.

“Jodi Cornwell’s probably the best
center midfielder in Union County.
Kathryn is also one of the best and
having Tori and Kelly up top, they
really put pressure on people,” Coach
Ewing said.

The most pressure that the Cougars
applied came during a five minute
period midway through the second
half and also in the final two minutes
when they tried to make good on a
pair of corner kicks.

“They had a strong midfield, strong
back and a very fast defense. We
knew we had to play strong and that’s
what we did and got the ‘W’. I am so
happy that we were able to do this all
four years. We had such great cap-
tains and great coaches. We worked
together and we worked hard. Alyssa
and Katie are the best in the county.
They are great players and great
people to play with,” Cunningham
said.

“They have a lot of strong kids
offensively, in the midfield and in the
back. We knew who we had to look
for. We tried to control them and I
think we did a nice job,” Coach Ewing
said.
Cranford 0 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 1 0 1

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HOLDING ONTO THE LEG.. Raider linebacker Kevin Maxwell, No. 44, brings down Warrior running back Ryan
Cunningham, No. 22, on Senior Day in Scotch Plains. More photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.


