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Fanwood Corner Store
34 Martine Ave. (Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

King’s Market
300 South Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Scotch Plains
Mountain & Park Ave. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

Exxon Tiger Mart
421 Central Ave. (Leader)

Krauszer’s
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Robert Treat Deli
113 Quimby St. (Leader)
Westfield Mini Mart

301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood TIMES:
7-11 of Mountainside

921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)
Garwood Shoprite

563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave. W.(Leader/Times)

Baron’s Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Westfield Train Station
South side (Leader/Times)

LUPPINO FINISHES SECOND, EDWARDS 4TH, RUSSO 6TH

Blue Devils Grab 5th Straight
Union County Boys XC Crown

By GHOSTWRITER BLAIR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Records are made to be broken, so
the Westfield High School boys cross-
country team decided it was time by
breaking the course record with a
five-man average time of 16:22.2 to
capture its fifth straight Union County
championship at Warinanco Park in
Roselle on October 23. The previous
time of 16:25 was set by the Blue
Devils in 2011.

The Blue Devils finished with a
total of 36, followed by Summit at
65, Union Catholic at 110, Governor
Livingston at 132 and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood at 149. The Cranford Cou-
gars placed eighth at 202.

Summit Hilltopper Leland Jones,
Blue Devils Matt Luppino, Phil
Edwards and Matt Russo, Andrew
Ghizzone (Union Catholic) and New
Providence Pioneer Jordan Price were
locked in a tight pack early on, but in
the end Jones crossed first with a time
of 15:49, third-best in course history
behind Tim Styler (15:42 in 1998) of
Cranford and Blue Devil Jeff Perrella
(15:43 in 2005). Both were in atten-
dance.

Luppino flirted with a sub-16:00

mark and officially crossed second at
16:00, although he was not sure at the
time if he got under the mark.

“It looked close! It looked close!
Hopefully the time was lenient. I am
hoping I broke 16. I had a 16:16 a
week ago. It would be nice to break
16 to be part of such an elite list,”
Luppino said.

Price finished third in the very fast
field at 16:11, followed by Edwards
at 16:14, Ghizzone at 16:16 and Russo
at 16:18. Raider Alex Livernois fin-
ished eighth at 16:29. Blue Devils
Mike Esler at 16:37 and Andrew
Stockwell at 16:42 finished 11-13.
Raider Joe Dzuback finished 17th at
16:49. Blue Devils Dalton Herzog at
17:02 and Ryan Siegel at 17:10 fin-
ished 20-24.

“The race plan was for Matt to be
big up top against Jones and Price,
then have Phil and Matt Russo chase
for 4-5, then have the 4-7 guys make
a run at the top 10. That would give us
under 40 points, which would be
very hard to beat. Phil and Matt
[Russo] went 4-6, so they did their
jobs well. We knew that their times
would be fast because Matt [Luppino]
and Jones were trying to go after the
record,” Blue Devil Head Coach Chris
Tafelski said.

“I knew we were going to have a lot
of tough runners out there in the
front. The plan was to get up there
and hold on as long as I could. Hope-
fully, when we get to the three miles,
we can finish it up. Leland ran a
tough race. He deserved to win the
race. He was more mentally tough
than I was today,” Luppino said.

“The key to the record was getting
huge races from Mike Esler and An-
drew Stockwell. They were 11th and
13th and set huge personal bests. We
needed those guys to step up, espe-
cially since Ryan Siegel had a tough
day. He had a block of wood stuck
under his spike for two and a half
miles and still managed to run just a
few seconds off his best. He’s usually
our number 4 guy and was our sev-
enth. Kind of scary to think what our

average would have been if Ryan
were 100 percent,” Coach Tafelski
said.

That solid group of runners were
neck-and-neck coming through the
long row of trees saturated with roar-
ing fans at the top of the hill.

“The tunnel! The Tunnel! The fact
that we have so many people on this
team, we all care about this sport,
they are always out there, always
enthusiastic. It was really loud. Run-
ning through that tunnel, it is an awe-
some feeling. When you get to that
tunnel, you don’t want to run slow in
front of all your teammates. It’s a
great time to pick it up and it really
gives you that little boost you need to
get to the end of the race,” Luppino
said.

Cranford Cougar Connor
McMahon finished 27th at 17:16 and
Raider Ben Evans crossed 29th at
17:21. Cougars Tom Phillip at 17:41,
Jim Sweeney at 17:45 and Vinnie
Papandrea at 17:58 finished 37-39-
45. Raiders Colin Sullivan at 18:00
and Brian Deutschmeister at 18:05
finished 46-49.

The Blue Devil JV squad ran away
with its title with a perfect 15, taking
the top-8 spots in the field of 230.
Summit was second at 53 and
Cranford was third at 108. Blue Devil
William Chandler crossed first at
17:11, followed by Nick Antonelli at
17:19, Darien Siegel at 17:27, Brian
Jackler at 17:34, Griffin Mooney at
17:38, Anthony Scalia at 17:51, Alex
Hall at 17:53 and Dylan Scott at
17:54. Gideon Lee at 17:57, Mat-
thew Baker at 18:09 and Cougar Gra-
ham at 18:10 finished 10-17-19.

The Blue Devil freshmen won the
3,200-meter race with a total of 34,
topping Summit with 39. Gabriel
Givelber finished second at 12:25.
Chris Swingle took fourth at 12:51
and Connor Ragosa took fifth at
13:06. Jack Humiston placed eighth
at 13:15. Matt DeBenedetto finished
15th at 13:48. Jack Lavelle at 14:08,
Ben Kwok at 14:08 and Jamie Wolfe
at 14:10 finished 18-19-20.

MURPHY FIRES IN WINNER; ZAZZALI, LANDEKA SCORE

Raiders Sting Blue Devils
In UCT Boys Semifinal, 2-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Murphy’s Law” played out with a
positive note for the second-seeded
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys soccer team when there was just
4:24 remaining in the second over-
time in the semifinal round of the
Union County Tournament against
third-seeded Westfield at Kean Uni-
versity in Union on October 25.

With the score knotted at 1-1,
Raider junior forward Justin
Rodriques was knocked to the ground
in a collision with Blue Devil goal-
keeper Koryn Kraemer, who was then
presented with a red card, setting up
a free kick from approximately 20-
yards right of center from the goal.
Sophomore midfielder James
Murphy sized the situation then
launched a looping shot directly into
the upper left corner of the net out of
the reach of the keeper.

“I think it should have been a pen-
alty kick. If that was the case, I would
have had to step up for that one, but it
was outside the box. I would have
done the same thing if it were a pen-
alty kick, and I think I would have
done alright. I work on that every day.
I watch the videos. That was just like
it was in practice. I was really feeling
it. I wanted to put that in for this team
and for the crowd,” Murphy explained.

“James Murphy is unbelievable on
set pieces. He hit the perfect ball. A
win is a win, and it was a great effort
by our guys, especially the fact that it
was Scotch Plains/Westfield,” Raider
Head Coach Tom Breznitsky said.

Throughout the game, Murphy ini-
tiated quite a number of restarts, and
in most cases, he would hook a shot
into one of his teammates hovering
near the Blue Devils’ box. Less than
two minutes into the second half, one
case that worked out like a charm was
his shot into co-captain/forward
Christian Zazzali, who got to the ball
and zapped it past Kraemer and into
the net to knot the score.

“The first half, James Murphy was
shooting the ball inside, I would say

40 yards. At halftime, I told James I
had a mismatch and he lofted the ball
in, got a flick and I was lucky enough
to be in the right spot,” Zazzali said.
“It was about six yards.”

In the first half, the Blue Devils’
defensive backs were easing pres-
sure on Kraemer, who finished with
11 saves — 2 in overtime, by reject-
ing numerous shots from the Raider
forwards, who were receiving fine
leads from outside midfielder Zach
Lipshitz. In the same token, the Raid-
ers’ defense positioned themselves
just right in the box to reject the long
and dangerous throw-ins from co-
captain/midfielder Zach Sheil to Mike
Prosuk and Bryon Lessner.

Blue Devil Mate Landeka broke
the scoreless tie when he rippled the
net with 2:39 left in the first half.

On several occasions, especially in
the second half, the Blue Devils would
connect with the swift-footed senior
forward Alik Morgan, who would
put major stress on Raider keeper/co-
captain Dan Korduba, who finished
with five saves. With 18 minutes re-
maining in regulation, Morgan broke
away from the defenders, forcing
Korduba to charge. Morgan took the
shot at the open net, but it slid just to

the right. Then at the very end of
regulation, Morgan nicked the post
and Korduba managed to tip the ball
just enough to prevent it from sliding
in for the winning goal.

“We weren’t going to get beat by a
long throw-in from them. It happened
to us twice last year. It wound up to be
a tie in both games. It was by design
what we were doing. There were two
threats from Westfield, the long throw-
in and number 21 [Morgan]. We did a
good job of curtailing that and we did
a great job of controlling the long
throw-in,” Coach Breznitsky said.

“We knew they were going to try to
play quickly on the counter attack.
Our back line really did a great job
other than the one mistake in the first
half, but I thought we locked down
their top scorers and pretty much
everybody. We possessed the ball well
and we capitalized on our opportuni-
ties,” Zazzali said.

On November 3 at Kean Univer-
sity, the seventh-ranked Raiders will
face the 10th-ranked Elizabeth Min-
utemen, who defeated Brearley, 1-0,
in the other semifinal.
Westfield 1 0 0 0 1
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 1 0 1 2

WF Girls Rip Cougars
In UCT Volleyball

The first-seeded Westfield High
School girls volleyball team defeated
the eighth-seeded Cranford Cougars in
two sets, 25-12, 25-18, in the
quarterfinals of the Union County Tour-
nament in Westfield on October 25.

The team was led by the outstand-
ing serving of junior Megan Mondon,
senior Angela Dorry, co-captain
Kayla Rodrigues and freshman Lizzy
Sottung each with seven service
points. The defense was anchored
once again by the superb play of
senior co-captain Elena Scarano.
Offensively, Westfield was paced by
senior Anna Labrozzi and juniors
Mondon, Olivia Manning and Sam
Nigro each with three kills.

Courtesy of Mark Scarano for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GUARDING THE NET...Blue Devils Elena Scarano, front, and Kyla Rodrigues
prepare to block the shot against the Cranford Cougars.


