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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
CLOWNING AROUND...The Westfield Halloween Parade, hosted by the Optimist Club of Westfield, drew a host of
interesting characters to the downtown on Sunday.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
CANDIDATES’ DEBATE...Candidates for Westfield mayor and town council
went head-to-head on October 24 in a televised debate held at Westfield Town
Hall. Pictured, left to right, are: Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, Councilman Sam
Della Fera, council candidate David Oliveira, council candidate Matt Sontz,
moderator Lauren Barr, Councilman Keith Loughlin, council candidate Jack
Walsh and mayoral candidate, Councilman David Haas. The Westfield Candi-
dates’ Forum is set to air Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 9 a.m., 3 p.m., 7
p.m. and 9 p.m.; Saturdays at 9 a.m. and Sundays at 9 a.m. and 8 p.m. through
Election Day. The forum can be viewed upon demand at www.goleader.com.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
SPIRITED FORUM...A debate among candidates to fill the two open commis-
sioner seats on the Township Committee was held at the Cranford Municipal
Building on Thursday night. Pictured, top photo, from left to right, Mary O’Connor
and Robert D’Ambola, Republicans, debate Kelly Howard and incumbent Kevin
Campbell, Democrats. Pictured, center, is moderator Dawn Clarke.
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Voters Head to Polls Tuesday to
Decide State and Local Races

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

REGION — Voters will head to the
polls to decide the governor’s race as
well as contests for State Senate and
General Assembly and races at the lo-
cal level. Polls will be open from 6 a.m.
to 8 p.m. on Tuesday, November 5.

In Westfield, two-term Republican
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky faces a chal-
lenge from Democratic Third Ward
Councilman David Haas. Republican
David Oliveira and Democrat Matthew
Sontz are seeking to replace Mr. Haas
on council. In the Fourth Ward, incum-
bent first-term Councilman Keith

Loughlin is being challenged by John
J. Walsh, who served as a councilman
from the Third Ward in the late 1990s.
First and Second Ward council mem-
bers, Republicans Sam Della Fera and
Vicki Kimmins, respectively, are un-
challenged in their quest for reelection.

There is a race to fill the remaining
year of an unexpired Scotch Plains
township council seat previously held
by Kevin Glover prior to him being
elected mayor last year. Lou
Beckerman, who was appointed by the
local Republican Committee to fill the
council seat until the election, faces a
challenge from Llewellyn Jones, a mem-

ber of the board of adjustment.
In Fanwood, longtime Council-

woman Kathy Mitchell and her running
mate, Tom Kranz, are opposed by Re-
publican Jean Michelle Moore. No other
Republican filed for council. Six-year
Councilman Anthony Parenti, a Re-
publican, the borough’s former police
chief and ex-director at the Union
County Police Academy, is retiring from
council.

Four candidates are seeking two seats
on the Cranford Township Committee.
Democrats Kevin Campbell, an incum-
bent, and Kelly Howard face a chal-
lenge from Republicans Mary
O’Connor and Robert D’Ambola.
Democrats hold a 3-2 edge on the com-
mittee. Councilman Edward O’Malley,
a Democrat, and Councilman Andis
Kalnis, a Republican, are not seeking
reelection.

With no Democrats filing for two
seats on the Garwood Borough Coun-
cil, voters will have a choice between
Republicans James Mathieu and
Michael Martin and write-in candidate
Bruce Paterson, a registered Democrat.
Democrats hold a 4-2 majority on the
council. Veteran Mountainside Coun-
cilman Glenn Mortimer and newly ap-
pointed council member Rene Dierkes
are unopposed.

At the county level, incumbent Free-
holders Linda Carter and Bette Jane
Kowalski and newly appointed Free-
holder Sergio Granados face a chal-
lenge from Republicans P. Mark Mar-
tini of Westfield, former Springfield
Township Committeeman Marc Krauss
and Ira Geiger of Union. The Demo-
crats have held a 9-0 majority on the
board since 1998 after taking control in
1997. Long-time Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich is unopposed in his quest for
a 13th term. Sheriff terms run for three
years.

At the state level, Governor Chris
Christie is opposed in his quest for a
second term by state Senator Barbara
Buono (D-Middlesex). In addition, all
120 seats in the Legislature are up for
reelection. In the 21st Legislative Dis-
trict, Republicans Senator Tom Kean,
Jr. of Westfield and Assembly mem-
bers Jon Bramnick of Westfield and
Nancy Munoz of Summit are opposed
by Democrats Michael Komondy of
Bernards Township, the senate candi-
date, and Assembly candidates Norman
Albert of Cranford and Jill Anne LaZare

WF Mayoral Candidates Spar Over
Transparency, Mobile Comm. Ctr.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Mayor Andrew Ski-
bitsky and Councilman David Haas
squared off in a debate last Thursday
moderated by Westfield Leader reporter
Lauren Barr, with Mr. Haas, the Demo-
cratic candidate, criticizing the Republi-
can mayor’s lack of transparency while
Mr. Skibitsky touted his own accom-
plishments during his eight years in of-
fice.

Mr. Haas, who was elected to the town
council in 2005, took several opportuni-
ties during the 25-minute question-and-
answer session to accuse the mayor of
leading an administration lacking in open-
ness, saying that municipal budget and
other meetings now conducted in private
should be open to the public. He said it
was important for the public to see “the
trade-offs and discussions and debates
that go on” during budget negotiations.
Mr. Haas also called for the return of

more substantive conference meetings
where council liaisons to various town
organizations and boards could present
detailed reports to their colleagues. And
the Democrat said the current structure of
conference meetings has turned them into
“glorified agenda sessions” that take place
immediately prior to the council’s regu-
lar business meetings.

Mayor Skibitsky, seeking a third four-
year term on November 5, called himself
“probably the most transparent mayor
we’ve ever had,” pointing to his weekly
open office hours on Saturdays and claim-
ing that no resident has ever brought up
the issue of transparency, which he termed
“a nice buzzword.”

Saying he is a “proven leader” who has
worked to “ensure the town moves in the
right direction,” Mr. Skibitsky put forth a
bullet-point listing of his accomplish-
ments, including his leadership during
Superstorm Sandy a year ago, a reduction
in overall municipal employee salaries
and wages during his tenure, $3.3 million
grants received, the defeat of a proposed
150-foot cellular telephone tower near
the Armory, the establishment of the
state’s first quiet zone near the commer-
cial railroad tracks on the south side of
town and a commitment from NJ Transit
to start up a one-seat ride from Westfield
into Manhattan during off-peak hours
next year.

The two mayoral candidates also dis-
agreed on the town’s purchase of a mo-
bile command center earlier this year.
Mr. Haas said a better use of funds would
have been to spend $50,000 on a mobile
generator for use in weather-related emer-
gencies instead of the $250,000 spent on
the mobile center. Mr. Skibitsky, as part

of a discussion of what he said was
Westfield’s successful management of
Superstorm Sandy, said the mobile com-
mand center was a “wise purchase” that
would be beneficial in a future emer-
gency where the municipal building and
local county facilities were without power.

Mr. Haas and Mr. Skibitsky also dis-
agreed on imposing term limits, with Mr.
Haas noting that limits had been in effect
locally for many years. “It’s a volunteer
town,” Mr. Haas said, adding that it was
important for people to rotate out of their
positions in order for newcomers to have
a turn. “We don’t want a politician run-
ning the town. We want a volunteer,” he
said. He also criticized the mayor for
missing 25 percent of council meetings
during the past four years.

Saying that, “I volunteer as mayor
because I love this town,” Mr. Skibitsky
pointed to his opponent having missed
10 percent of meetings and said that
“voters deserve the opportunity to vote
their choice.”

The two candidates did agree on sev-
eral issues, including their opposition to
red-light cameras, their promise to per-
form same-sex marriages as mayor and
their general agreement that Westfield
had weathered Superstorm Sandy well.
In brief closing remarks, Mr. Haas criti-
cized rising property taxes during the
mayor’s two terms and also questioned
the mayor’s refusal to join the Mayors
Against Illegal Guns coalition. He also
said the controversial Central Avenue
pedestrian-crossing traffic light should
be moved. Mr. Skibitsky ended the de-
bate by listing his accomplishments and
then noting that his opponent had voted

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Four Candidates Square Off
For Two Open Cranford Seats

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Flood control, devel-
opment, taxes, balancing the budget, the
township committee form of government,
and the importance of hiring a township
administrator were the questions at hand
Thursday night at the Township Commit-
tee Candidates Forum, sponsored by the
Union Area League of Women Voters and
Cranford Jaycees.

Democrats Kelly Howard and incum-
bent Kevin Campbell and Republicans Mary
O’Connor and Robert D’Ambola are run-
ning for the two open seats on the township
committee. Deputy Mayor Edward
O’Malley and Committeeman Andis
Kalnins are not seeking re-election.

Flood control was a major topic in the
debate, and all candidates agreed it is a
preeminent issue for Cranford.

“Our best asset is now our worst,” Mr.
D’Ambola said of the Rahway River. All
candidates agreed with de-silting the river.
“It’s not just a flooding issue; it’s impacting
our homes’ value,” Mr. Howard said.

Mr. Howard, a current Cranford Zoning
Board of Adjustment member and vice-
president of a financial services company,
said the township should continue collabo-
rating with other towns, proactively identi-
fying grant money to clean out the river and

that it should allocate money in the capital
budget to maintain the river on an ongoing
basis.

Ms. O’Connor, who grew up in Cranford
and is a current planning board member and
an educational technology specialist for the
Summit Board of Education, said there are
“three important components” in flood con-
trol — state, county and municipal funding
and private initiatives, the South Mountain
project and the expansion of the Lenape
Basin project. “The South Mountain project
…That is not going to be accomplished
very quickly, but the Lenape project is a
smaller scale and the county should do
everything possible to get that done,” she
said.

She also said the township should create
a river maintenance schedule that is in-
cluded in the capital improvement plan.
“We need to stop building in flood zones,“
she said.

Mr. Campbell, an attorney, said the town-
ship must continue to support the Army
Corps of Engineers’ study. He said “the
funding will vanish” if the township and
others do not keep on top of the study. He
also said the township should complete the
northeast quadrant flood control project,
phase 2B.

The Birchwood project also was a hot

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
SPOOKTACULAR...Zoey Brown, above, won first place in the grades 2 to 4
category for her alligator, while Priscilla Snow, far right, won second place for
her pumpkin with a bonnet, at the Garwood Pumpkin Carving and Decorating
Contest held Saturday.

Heated Exchange Occurs
At GW Candidates’ Debate

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Loss of order inter-
rupted the Garwood Candidates’ De-
bate on Thursday night. Three candi-
dates, incumbent Republican conser-
vative Jim Mathieu, Republican Mike
Martin and Independent Democrat
Bruce Paterson, had gathered to debate
at The Pointe apartment complex’s club-
house by invitation of the residents.
The candidates are competing for two
open seats on Garwood’s borough coun-
cil.

During the June Republican Primary,
the local Republican Party endorsed
sitting Councilman Steve Blaufeder.
However, in an unusual move, Garwood
Republicans declined to endorse Mr.
Mathieu, despite his three years on
council. Instead, they supported politi-
cal newcomer Mr. Martin, owner of
Mike Martin’s Promotional Rental Ser-
vice on North Avenue in Garwood.

Garwood’s Democratic Party did not
name a candidate. Thus, when Mr. Mar-
tin and Mr. Mathieu gained the major-
ity of votes in the Republican Primary,
they seemed a lock for the two open
seats.

Enter Mr. Paterson, a 21-year
Garwood resident and member of
Garwood’s planning board. Mr. Pater-
son, although not formally on the bal-
lot, has decided to encourage citizens
to vote for him by write-in as an alter-
native to Mr. Mathieu, whose politics
he opposes.

For most of the debate, the candi-
dates adhered to a format in which
moderator Bill Connolly — a Pointe
resident, veteran reporter and former
senior editor of The New York Times —
posed questions, giving each candidate
two minutes to respond. Shared ser-
vices, redevelopment along North and
South Avenues, the Athletic Field Com-
plex project, tax control, property-tax

reevaluation and the relative impor-
tance of government experience were
all discussed with civility.

The candidates appeared to largely
agree on many issues. All three con-
done some shared services, support re-
development without use of eminent
domain, and admit that the Athletic
Field Complex construction, although
over-priced, can no longer be delayed.

Mr. Martin and Mr. Paterson would
vote for tightly-controlled tax increases,
whereas Mr. Mathieu says he will vote
against any and all increases. Mr.
Mathieu also supports a borough-wide
property-tax reassessment. All three
candidates also agreed that community
or business experience is just as rel-
evant as governmental experience for a
candidate.

The debate derailed when the candi-
dates were each allowed one question
to be answered by both opponents, re-
spectively.

Mr. Mathieu asked Mr. Martin and
Mr. Paterson to defend their party af-
filiations. Both answered that party phi-
losophies are much less important than
teamwork at the local level. Mr. Martin
stated that Mr. Mathieu has failed to be
a team player.

Then, Mr. Paterson asked, “If either
one of you were sitting on council and
for three years voted no on every single

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Courtesy mailing to all residents in
Westfield, Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside,
Fanwood and Scotch Plains

Happy  Ha l loween
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Do You Know How Much You and Your Neighbors Send To

The All-Democratic Union County Freeholders?

Cranford
Fanwood
Garwood
Mountainside
Scotch Plains
Westfield

$11.7 million
$ 5.3 million
$ 3.1 million
$ 8.0 million
$18.6 million
$34.1 million

21%
17%
18%
25%
18%
22%

$2,129
$1,975
$1,740
$2,752
$2,289
$3,314

Total
Percentage

of Taxes
Average

Taxpayer

What Did You Get Besides a Higher Tax Bill?

Marc Krauss
Combat Veteran

P. Mark Martini
Business Leader

Ira Geiger
Special Ed. Teacher Paid For By Union County Republican Committee

“For a Better Union County”

VOTE COLUMN B
We Want You To

Get Your Money’s Worth

with him “99 percent” of the time during
their eight years serving together. Mr. Haas’
attacks on his record, the mayor said, were
“simply political rhetoric.”

Prior to the mayoral candidates’ debate,
five candidates for town council faced off
for 40 minutes of questions posed by Mrs.
Barr. First Ward Councilman Sam Della
Fera, a Republican running unopposed,
predicted that, starting next year, town
homeowners and businesses will be paying
their sewer bills based on usage versus the
$170 flat fee that many currently pay. On
another issue, he addressed street and road
conditions and said the town is “spending
what we can” despite road repairs being
“very expensive” and the municipal bud-
get being “strained” in recent years. He
noted that over the past four years, all or
parts of 80 roads, out of 380 total, had
been worked on.

The two candidates in the Third Ward,
Republican David Oliveira and Demo-
crat Matthew Sontz, addressed a variety
of issues, including the Central Avenue
pedestrian-crossing traffic light, with
Mr. Sontz favoring its repositioning
because “it’s dangerous where it is” and
Mr. Oliveira saying that while “pedes-
trian safety is of the utmost importance
to me,” more input from the public and
safety officials was needed first. Both
favored exploring new areas where
shared service agreements with neigh-
boring towns could be implemented as a
money-saving tool, with Mr. Sontz rais-
ing the notion of merging municipal
courts. Mr. Sontz also favored bolster-
ing manpower at the fire department,
saying it was “sad” that sometimes
firefighters arrive at a fire and then have to
wait for assistance due to staff shortages.
On another issue, Mr. Oliveira, noting the
state-imposed tax and spending caps, said

town officials need to “explore every op-
portunity possible” in order to generate
new revenue to maintain services.

Fourth Ward candidates James Walsh, a
Democrat and former council member,
and Republican Councilman Keith
Loughlin criticized each other’s records,
with Mr. Walsh decrying the loss of town
surplus funds in recent years and worrying
that, if an unexpected emergency arose,
“how are we going to handle it?” Mr.
Loughlin listed some of his accomplish-
ments, but also spoke of issues that need
to be addressed, such as improved and
increased downtown parking and what he
said was the “gross mismanagement of
our tax dollars” by the Union County
government.

Mr. Loughlin criticized Mr. Walsh’s
support as a councilman for the proposed
multi-million-dollar downtown parking
deck referendum that was defeated a de-
cade ago. Mr. Walsh said he had called the
proposal at the time “a behemoth” and “a
huge mistake,” but said that did not mean
that a parking deck “shouldn’t be in the
mix” of possible solutions to the parking
shortage in the downtown. Talking about
fire department manpower, Mr. Walsh
backed hiring additional personnel, call-
ing the cost of doing so, amidst the town’s
$38-million budget, “a drop in the bucket.”
Mr. Loughlin said Mr. Walsh had no plan
for how to pay for the new hires. “He
wants to raise your taxes,” Mr. Loughlin
said.

Second Ward Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins is running unopposed for re-
election and did not appear at last week’s
debate.

The candidates’ forum will air on TV 36
Friday and Monday at 9 a.m., 3 p.m., 7 p.m.
and 9 p.m., Saturday at 9 a.m. and Sunday
at 9 a.m. and 8 p.m. through Election Day.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Candidate Forum

LITTLEST READER...Three-and-a-
half-year-old Caroline Miskewitz of
Cranford believes she is the littlest
reader of The Westfield Leader.

thing that came along…and nothing was
accomplished…what makes either one
of you think that maybe another three
years is worthwhile?”

The question was clearly directed to
Mr. Mathieu, who proudly touted his
record of voting “no” to tax increases
without exception. Mr. Martin, who has
never served on council, answered that
he would be ashamed to vote “no” so
often and he said to Mr. Mathieu, “You
haven’t accomplished anything, Jim,
and I think you should be ashamed of
yourself.”

Mr. Mathieu responded, “If you want
a sixth ‘yes’ voice, you’ve got them
right here.” He said that he was the only
candidate who represented a difference
from the status quo. Mr. Martin then
began to ask his question, starting with,
“How do you see, Jim…” At this point,
residents rose to Mr. Mathieu’s defense,
reminding the candidates that their ques-
tion should be for both opponents. Mr.
Mathieu said, “I take exception to that,”
and began to argue with a resident.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garwood Debate
It took several moments for Mr.

Connelly to reestablish order. “This is
why nobody wants to run,” commented
one audience member.

Mr. Martin then began, again, to ques-
tion Mr. Mathieu. Mr. Connelly cut Mr.
Martin off and called for closing state-
ments.

Mr. Paterson explained how to use
the ballot to vote for a write-in candi-
date. He said, “I apologize if it got a little
out of hand at the end…Jim’s the incum-
bent; he has a record that has to be
assailable.”

Mr. Martin said, “I’m not going to
apologize to anyone in this room for
pointedly attacking Jim, because I abhor
what he’s done on the council.”

Mr. Mathieu, like Mr. Paterson, apolo-
gized to the room, saying, “I didn’t want
this to turn into a food fight; you deserve
better than this.”

Following the debate, candidates and
community members mixed peacefully
over cookies and cider provided by
Pointe residents.

of Summit.
In Legislative District 22, the Demo-

cratic slate of state Senator Nicholas
Scutari of Linden and Assembly mem-
bers Linda Stender of Scotch Plains
and Jerry Green of Plainfield are op-
posed by Republican Senate candidate
Robert Sherr, the former Westfield Re-
gional Health Department health officer,
and GOP Assembly candidates John
Campbell of Plainfield and Jeffrey D.
First of Middlesex Borough.

Voters also will be asked to decide the
fate of a number of ballot questions. The
first question is for a constitutional
amendment that, if approved by voters,
would permit money from existing
games of chance to support veterans’
organizations. At present, the New Jer-
sey Constitution allows this money to be
used only for educational, charitable,
patriotic, religious or public-spirited
purposes. Currently, only senior citizen
groups may use the money they collect
from existing games of chance.

On the second public question, voters
will be asked whether or not they sup-
port amending the state constitution to
set a state minimum wage at $8.25 per
hour with annual cost of living increases.
The amendment also would require an-
nual increases in the rate if there are
annual increases in the cost of living. If
the federal minimum wage rate is raised
above the state rate, the state rate would
be raised to match the federal rate. Fu-
ture cost of living increases then would
be added to that raised rate, according to
the interpretative statement for the ques-
tion. Future cost of living increases then
would be added to that raised rate.

Westfield voters will have a third
question on the ballot regarding whether
or not to accept $2.7 million in state
funding towards the remaining cost of
$6,684,000 of roof replacement at West-
field schools. Voters approved a $13.6-
million bond referendum for the roofs
last December. Work began this past

summer and will conclude in the sum-
mer of 2014.

Also on Tuesday, board of education
members will be selected. Locally, there
is only a competitive race for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education,
where five Scotch Plains residents seek
three seats on the board. They are in-
cumbents Nancy Norris-Bauer and David
Gorbunoff and Charlotte Ann Schirmer,
Evan Murray and John T. Scanlon. In-
cumbent Amy Winkler of Fanwood faces
a challenge from Robert Stovall. School
board elections were moved from April to
November last year.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Election Wrap-Up

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
BUTTON DAY...The Westfield Boosters set up camp outside the Westfield
Train Station on Saturday selling Blue Devil buttons to raise funds to support
Westfield High School athletics.
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Cranford Candidate Forum
topic of the evening. Cranford is in the
middle of appealing a court decision to
approve the builder’s remedy lawsuit to
build a 360-unit housing complex in what
the township says is a wetlands. All can-
didates agreed the township must con-
tinue the fight. “The Birchwood project
is the worst project that has come to
Cranford,” said Mr. D’Ambola, a retired
Summit Police Department lieutenant.

Mr. Howard said, “It’s important to
look backward in how we got ourselves
into this mess…we opposed then we hired
the wrong counsel. The decisions we
have made in the last 10 months are the
right ones. We hired specialized
counsel…opened a second front with the
DEP (Department of Environmental Pro-
tection) to oppose that as well… The
Birchwood is the type of management
decisions we need to make without con-
flict, without self-interest.”

 “This is an environmental disaster.
We have brought one of the best attor-
neys in the state, he is a specialist. I was
instrumental in getting him appointed
as our counsel,” Mr. Campbell said. He
said the township needs to bring media
attention to the Birchwood develop-
ment, “and how bad this development
is to the environment.”

Ms. O’Connor blamed the Birchwood
development on the township committee of
2005, because “they refused to file for
certifications that would have protected us
from builder’s remedy lawsuits. She also
said the 555 South Avenue development is
“another development that is arising out of
this situation.”

In 2005, COAH (Council on Afford-
able Housing) informed municipalities it
would be the final year for municipalities
to file a certification. The township com-
mittee then voted 3-2 against seeking cer-
tification. She said the township commit-
tee needs a plan for the increase in devel-
opment and to continue to fight the devel-
opment.

Mr. Campbell said in rebuttal that the

2005 committee was not the only commit-
tee to hold responsible, “but many years
before that.”

Mr. Howard said in rebuttal, “This is a
historical analysis…I haven’t heard any
ideas how this gets addressed today and in
the future.”

The current construction of a multi-use,
four-story, four-building development on
South Avenue across from the train sta-
tion, called the Riverside development,
drew heated remarks amongst party lines.

Ms. O’Connor and Mr. D’Ambola both
agreed the Riverfront project was too dense.
Ms. O’Connor voted against the applica-
tion when the planning board put it to a
vote in June 2011. “They sold that out, in
my opinion, for a $770,000 one-time pay-
ment and what they get is a fourth floor.
The owner is going to make a million
dollars in that first year,” Mr. D’Ambola
said.

Mr. Howard said the $770,000 the town-
ship received should have been moved to
a fund to grow and create business, instead
of the general fund. Mr. Howard said
residents of Riverfront will spend money
in the downtown and promote economic
activity.

“I think you are going to like the results
a bit better when you see it finished,” Mr.
Campbell said.

Mr. Campbell said in rebuttal, “Not to
judge the Riverfront on an additional
story.” He said it is one fourth story on one
of the buildings, and equates to 17 more
units. He voted to approve the Riverside
project in the township committee vote in
2011.

“We would have had that economic
activity with just the three floors. The fourth
floor makes that project too big for the
character of our town,” Ms. O’Connor said
in rebuttal. Ms. O’Connor and Mr. Campbell
both said they liked the township form of
government. Mr. D’Ambola and Mr.
Howard said they would support a charter
study commission to recommend a change
in the form of government for the township.

STEAMBOAT RIDE...Scott and Naomi Schaffer, along with Leon and Debbie
Lubranski of Scotch Plains, take a break on a steamboat ride in New Orleans to
read The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SLEEPING BEAUTY...The Westfield Halloween Parade, hosted by the Optimist Club of Westfield, drew a host of
interesting characters, including Sleeping Beauty and the Wicked Witch to the downtown on Sunday.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SPOOKTACULAR...Zoey Brown, above, won first place in the grades 2-4
category for her alligator at the Garwood Pumpkin Carving and Decorating
Contest held Saturday.

Videographer William McMeekan
CANDIDATES DEBATE…Scotch Plains Township Council candidates discuss
the issues in a video produced last week by The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
Pictured, left to right, are: Councilman Lou Beckerman, candidate Llewellyn
Jones and moderator Fred Rossi. The 45-minute video is at www.goleader.com.

Voters Head to Polls Tuesday to
Decide State and Local Races
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION — Voters will head to the
polls to decide the governor’s race as well
as contests for State Senate and General
Assembly and races at the local level. Polls
will be open from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. on
Tuesday, November 5.

In Westfield, two-term Republican
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky faces a challenge
from Democratic Third Ward Councilman
David Haas. Republican David Oliveira
and Democrat Matthew Sontz are seeking
to replace Mr. Haas on council. In the
Fourth Ward, incumbent first-term Coun-
cilman Keith Loughlin is being challenged
by John J. Walsh, who served as a council-
man from the Third Ward in the late 1990s.

First and Second Ward council members,
Republicans Sam Della Fera and Vicki
Kimmins, respectively, are unchallenged
in their quest for reelection.

There is a race to fill the remaining year
of an unexpired Scotch Plains township
council seat previously held by Kevin
Glover prior to him being elected mayor
last year. Lou Beckerman, who was ap-
pointed by the local Republican Commit-
tee to fill the council seat until the election,
faces a challenge from Llewellyn Jones, a
member of the board of adjustment.

In Fanwood, long-time Councilwoman
Kathy Mitchell and her running mate, Tom
Kranz, are opposed by Republican Jean
Michelle Moore. No other Republican filed
for council. Six-year Councilman Anthony

Parenti, a Republican, the borough’s former
police chief and ex-director at the Union
County Police Academy, is retiring from
council.

Four candidates are seeking two seats on
the Cranford Township Committee. Demo-
crats Kevin Campbell, an incumbent, and
Kelly Howard face a challenge from Re-
publicans Mary O’Connor and Robert
D’Ambola. Democrats hold a 3-2 edge on
the committee. Councilman Edward
O’Malley, a Democrat, and Councilman
Andis Kalnis, a Republican, are not seek-
ing reelection.

With no Democrats filing for two seats
on the Garwood Borough Council, voters
will have a choice between Republicans
James Mathieu and Michael Martin and
write-in candidate Bruce Paterson, a regis-
tered Democrat. Democrats hold a 4-2
majority on the council. Veteran Moun-
tainside Councilman Glenn Mortimer and
newly appointed council member Rene
Dierkes are unopposed.

At the county level, incumbent Free-
holders Linda Carter and Bette Jane
Kowalski and newly appointed Freeholder
Sergio Granados face a challenge from
Republicans P. Mark Martini of Westfield,
former Springfield Township Committee-
man Marc Krauss and Ira Geiger of Union.
The Democrats have held a 9-0 majority on
the board since 1998 after taking control in
1997. Long-time Sheriff Ralph Froehlich
is unopposed in his quest for a 13th term.
Sheriff terms run for three years.

At the state level, Governor Chris Christie
is opposed in his quest for a second term by
state Senator Barbara Buono (D-
Middlesex). In addition, all 120 seats in the
Legislature are up for reelection. In the 21st
Legislative District, Republicans Senator
Tom Kean, Jr. of Westfield and Assembly
members Jon Bramnick of Westfield and
Nancy Munoz of Summit are opposed by
Democrats Michael Komondy of Bernards
Township, the senate candidate, and As-
sembly candidates Norman Albert of
Cranford and Jill Anne LaZare of Summit.

In Legislative District 22, the Demo-
cratic slate of state Senator Nicholas Scutari
of Linden and Assembly members Linda
Stender of Scotch Plains and Jerry Green of
Plainfield are opposed by Republican Sen-
ate candidate Robert Sherr, the former
Westfield Regional Health Department
health officer, and GOP Assembly candi-
dates John Campbell of Plainfield and Jef-
frey D. First of Middlesex Borough.

Voters also will be asked to decide the
fate of a number of ballot questions. The
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Heated Exchange at
GW Candidates’ Debate

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — Loss of order inter-
rupted the Garwood Candidates’ Debate on
Thursday night. Three candidates, incum-
bent Republican conservative Jim Mathieu,
Republican Mike Martin and independent
Democrat Bruce Paterson had gathered to
debate at The Pointe apartment complex’s
Clubhouse by invitation of the residents.
The candidates are competing for two open
seats on Garwood’s borough council.

During the June Republican Primary,
the local Republican Party endorsed sitting
Councilman Steve Blaufeder. However, in
an unusual move, Garwood Republicans
declined to endorse Mr. Mathieu, despite
his three years on council. Instead, they
supported political newcomer Mr. Martin,
owner of Mike Martin’s Promotional Rental
Service on North Avenue in Garwood.

Garwood’s Democratic Party did not
name a candidate. Thus, when Mr. Martin
and Mr. Mathieu gained the majority of
votes in the Republican primary, they
seemed a lock for the two open seats.

Enter Mr. Paterson. A 21-year Garwood
resident and member of Garwood’s plan-
ning board. Mr. Paterson, though not for-
mally on the ballot, has decided to encour-
age citizens to vote for him by write-in as an
alternative to Mr. Mathieu, whose politics

he opposes.
For most of the debate, the candidates

adhered to a format in which moderator,
Bill Connolly — a Pointe resident, veteran
reporter and former senior editor of The
New York Times — posed questions, giv-
ing each candidate two minutes to respond.
Shared services, redevelopment along North
and South Avenue, the Athletic Field Com-
plex project, tax control, property tax re-
evaluation, and the relative importance of
government experience were all discussed
with civility.

The candidates appeared to largely agree
on many issues. All three condone some
shared services, support redevelopment
without use of eminent domain, and admit
that the Athletic Field Complex construc-
tion, though over-priced, can no longer be
delayed.

Mr. Martin and Mr. Paterson would vote
for tightly-controlled tax increases, whereas
Mr. Mathieu says he will vote against any
and all increases. Mr. Mathieu also sup-
ports a borough-wide property tax reas-
sessment. All three candidates also agreed
that community or business experience is
just as relevant as governmental experience
for a candidate.

The debate derailed when the candidates
were each allowed one question to be an-

WF Mayoral Candidates
Debate Transparency

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Mayor Andrew Skib-
itsky and Councilman David Haas squared
off in a debate last Thursday moderated by
Westfield Leader reporter Lauren Barr, with
Mr. Haas, the Democratic candidate, criti-
cizing the Republican mayor’s lack of trans-
parency while Mr. Skibitsky touted his
own accomplishments during his eight years
in office.

Mr. Haas, who was elected to the town
council in 2005, took several opportunities
during the 25-minute question-and-answer
session to accuse the mayor of leading an
administration lacking in openness, saying
that municipal budget and other meetings
now conducted in private should be open to
the public. He said it was important for the
public to see “the trade-offs and discus-
sions and debates that go on” during budget
negotiations. Mr. Haas also called for the
return of more substantive conference meet-
ings where council liaisons to various town
organizations and boards could present
detailed reports to their colleagues. And the
Democrat said the current structure of con-
ference meetings has turned them into “glo-
rified agenda sessions” that take place im-
mediately prior to the council’s regular
business meetings.

Mayor Skibitsky, seeking a third four-
year term on November 5, called himself
“probably the most transparent mayor we’ve
ever had,” pointing to his weekly open
office hours on Saturdays and claiming that
no resident has ever brought up the issue of
transparency, which he termed “a nice
buzzword.”

Saying he is a “proven leader” who has
worked to “ensure the town moves in the
right direction,” Mr. Skibitsky put forth a
bullet-point listing of his accomplishments,
including his leadership during Superstorm
Sandy a year ago, a reduction in overall
municipal employee salaries and wages
during his tenure, $3.3 million grants re-
ceived, the defeat of a proposed 150-foot

cellular telephone tower near the Armory,
the establishment of the state’s first quiet
zone near the commercial railroad tracks on
the south side of town and a commitment
from NJ Transit to start up a one-seat ride
from Westfield into Manhattan during off-
peak hours next year.

The two mayoral candidates also dis-
agreed on the town’s purchase of a mobile
command center earlier this year. Mr. Haas
said a better use of funds would have been
to spend $50,000 on a mobile generator for
use in weather-related emergencies instead
of the $250,000 spent on the mobile center.
Mr. Skibitsky, as part of a discussion of
what he said was Westfield’s successful
management of Superstorm Sandy, said
the mobile command center was a “wise
purchase” that would be beneficial in a
future emergency where the municipal
building and local county facilities were
without power.

Mr. Haas and Mr. Skibitsky also dis-
agreed on imposing term limits, with Mr.
Haas noting that limits had been in effect
locally for many years. “It’s a volunteer
town,” Mr. Haas said, adding that it was
important for people to rotate out of their
positions in order for newcomers to have a
turn. “We don’t want a politician running
the town. We want a volunteer,” he said. He
also criticized the mayor for missing 25
percent of council meetings during the past
four years.

Saying that, “I volunteer as mayor be-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Courtesy mailing to all residents in
Fanwood, Scotch Plains, Westfield, Cranford,
Garwood and Mountainside

SP Council Candidates Spar Over
Issues In Advance of Election
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By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The two candi-
dates for township council last week dis-
agreed on the proper way to undertake a
police merger, the efficacy of the sewer
utility, whether it was the right decision
of the council to replace professional
service providers and whether the town-
ship library is being adequately funded.

Democratic Councilman Louis
Beckerman and Republican Llewellyn
Jones answered questions during a 40-
minute forum held last Saturday at the
offices of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. Both are seeking to fill out the
remaining year of a four-year unexpired
term. In January, Mr. Beckerman was
appointed to fill the seat until the Tues-
day, November 5 election.

Both candidates said they backed the
proposed merger of the Scotch Plains and
Fanwood police departments, but dif-
fered on the methods to be used. Mr.

Beckerman — saying a merger would
provide the “perfect combination” be-
cause it would “give us more boots on the
ground” while saving taxpayer money —
defended the concept of a “Joint Meet-
ing” that would operate the joint depart-
ment via a three-member management
committee. Mr. Jones, while saying he
“wholeheartedly supports” a police
merger, expressed reservations about the
Joint Meeting concept, saying it would

result in “a new layer of government” and
potentially lead to political appointments.
He also said he was concerned that Scotch
Plains will pay 75 percent of the merged
department’s costs while only having “a
third of the say” in how it is operated.

The management committee would be
made up of three members: one appointed
by each governing body with the third
appointed by those two other appointees.
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Special Election Edition

Happy  Ha l loween

STEAMBOAT RIDE...Scott and Naomi Schaffer, along with  Leon and Debbie
Lubranski of Scotch Plains take a break on a steamboat ride in New Orleans to
read The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

SP-F BOE Candidates
Discuss Views at Forum

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Six candidates
gathered Monday evening to answer ques-
tions regarding their views on holding a
position on the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education in a forum sponsored
by the PTA Council. The election is this
Tuesday, November 5.

PTA Council President Marci Bowman
led the evening’s forum with the help of
PTA Council Vice-President Ellen Geissel.
Five candidates are vying for two seats
representing Scotch Plains and two Fan-
wood residents are seeking one seat.

Incumbents, David Gorbunoff and
Nancy Norris-Bauer from Scotch Plains,
both noted that their children had come up
through the Scotch Plains-Fanwood school
district, and had graduated from Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School. Ms. Norris-
Bauer noted that she had started becoming
more involved in the workings of the
board over six years ago when her son was
interested in starting an ice hockey team at
SPFHS.

Incumbent Amy Winkler from Fanwood
started on the board four years ago when a
vacant seat needed to be filled and then six
months later she officially “ran” for her
seat. She has two children in the district;
one in middle school and the other in one of
the grammar schools.

Charlotte Ann Schirmer from Scotch
Plains has lived in Scotch Plains for 18
years, did volunteer work for St. Agnes
Church in Clark and for Catholic Charities.
She has no children within the district.

Evan Murray has been a resident of
Scotch Plains for three years, but noted that
he had done a lot of volunteer work for the
recreation programs, including youth base-
ball and soccer and also for the Pop Warner
football program. He has two young chil-
dren in grammar school. Robert Stovall of
Fanwood has lived in Fanwood since 1998
and has two daughters, a 15-year-old at the
high school and a 13-year-old in the middle
school program.

The seventh candidate, John T. Scanlon
of Scotch Plains, was not present at the
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Do You Know How Much You and Your Neighbors Send To

The All-Democratic Union County Freeholders?

Cranford
Fanwood
Garwood
Mountainside
Scotch Plains
Westfield

$11.7 million
$ 5.3 million
$ 3.1 million
$ 8.0 million
$18.6 million
$34.1 million

21%
17%
18%
25%
18%
22%

$2,129
$1,975
$1,740
$2,752
$2,289
$3,314

Total
Percentage

of Taxes
Average

Taxpayer

What Did You Get Besides a Higher Tax Bill?

Marc Krauss
Combat Veteran

P. Mark Martini
Business Leader

Ira Geiger
Special Ed. Teacher Paid For By Union County Republican Committee

“For a Better Union County”

VOTE COLUMN B
We Want You To

Get Your Money’s Worth

first question is for a constitutional amend-
ment that, if approved by voters, would
permit money from existing games of chance
to support veterans’ organizations. At
present, the New Jersey Constitution al-
lows this money to be used only for educa-
tional, charitable, patriotic, religious or
public-spirited purposes. Currently, only
senior citizen groups may use the money
they collect from existing games of chance.

On the second public question, voters
will be asked whether or not they support
amending the state constitution to set a
state minimum wage at $8.25 per hour
with annual cost of living increases. The
amendment also would require annual in-
creases in the rate if there are annual
increases in the cost of living. If the federal
minimum wage rate is raised above the
state rate, the state rate would be raised to
match the federal rate. Future cost of liv-
ing increases then would be added to that
raised rate, according to the interpretative
statement for the question. Future cost of
living increases then would be added to
that raised rate.

Westfield voters will have a third ques-
tion on the ballot regarding whether or not
to accept $2.7 million in state funding
towards the remaining cost of $6,684,000
of roof replacement at Westfield schools.
Voters approved a $13.6-million bond ref-
erendum for the roofs last December. Work
began this past summer and will conclude
in the summer of 2014.

Also on Tuesday, board of education
members will be selected. Locally, there is
only a competitive race for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education, where
five Scotch Plains residents seek three seats
on the board. They are incumbents Nancy
Norris-Bauer and David Gorbunoff and
Charlotte Ann Schirmer, Evan Murray and
John T. Scanlon. Incumbent Amy Winkler
of Fanwood faces a challenge from Robert
Stovall. School board elections were moved
from April to November last year.

swered by both opponents, respectively.
Mr. Mathieu asked Mr. Martin and Mr.

Paterson to defend their party affiliations.
Both answered that party philosophies are
much less important than teamwork at the
local level. Mr. Martin stated that Mr.
Mathieu has failed to be a team player.

Then, Mr. Paterson asked, “If either one
of you were sitting on council and for three
years voted no on every single thing that
came along…and nothing was
accomplished…what makes either one of
you think that maybe another three years is
worthwhile?”

The question was clearly directed to Mr.
Mathieu, who proudly touted his record of
voting “no” to tax increases without excep-
tion. Mr. Martin, who has never served on
council, answered that he would be ashamed
to vote “mo,” so often and he said to Mr.
Mathieu, “You haven’t accomplished any-
thing Jim, and I think you should be ashamed
of yourself.”

Mr. Mathieu responded, “If you want a
sixth ‘yes’ voice, you’ve got them right
here.” He said that he was the only candi-
date who represented a difference from the
status quo. Mr. Martin then began to ask his
question, starting with, “How do you see,
Jim…” At this point, residents rose to Mr.
Mathieu’s defense, reminding the candi-
dates that their question should be for both
opponents. Mr. Mathieu said, “I take ex-
ception to that,” and began to argue with a
resident.

It took several moments for Mr. Connelly
to reestablish order. “This is why nobody
wants to run,” commented one audience
member.

Mr. Martin then began, again, to ques-
tion Mr. Mathieu. Mr. Connelly cut Mr.
Martin off and called for closing state-
ments.

Mr. Paterson explained how to use the
ballot to vote for a write-in candidate. He

said, “I apologize if it got a little out of hand
at the end…Jim’s the incumbent; he has a
record that has to be assailable.”

Mr. Martin said, “I’m not going to apolo-
gize to anyone in this room for pointedly
attacking Jim, because I abhor what he’s
done on the council.”

Mr. Mathieu, like Mr. Paterson, apolo-
gized to the room, saying, “I didn’t want
this to turn into a food fight; you deserve
better than this.”

All three would serve one-year terms and
either be reappointed or replaced annu-
ally.

During a discussion of property taxes,
Mr. Jones criticized the council for using
surplus funds from the sewer utility and
capital budget while “giving short shrift
to the library” in crafting this year’s
municipal budget, which Mr.
Beckerman said contained the lowest
property-tax increase in years. Mr. Jones
said the library “is more than just a
place to check out books,” noting that it
serves as a community center for se-
niors and for young people. He said
that instead of spending money on a
severance package for the former town-
ship manager, on added legal expenses
and on a consultant’s study of the town-
ship sewer utility, the council could
have used those funds to more ad-
equately finance the library and avoid
cutbacks in hours and personnel.

Mr. Beckerman, saying that “I do
love the library,” said the township’s
chief financial officer had discovered
an additional $40,000 earlier this year
that helped offset some of the cuts in
library funding. He also pointed to a
2012 audit that revealed that funds were
being “squirreled away,” namely
$96,000 in unspent state aid and an-
other $540,000 in unspent capital im-
provement funds. He said the council
earlier this year had decided that the
library did have sources of funding it
could use to finance its operations.

The two candidates also talked about
possible new revenue sources for the
township. While both opposed charg-
ing user fees to outside groups to use
township parks and facilities, Mr.
Beckerman backed the idea of using a
collection agency to secure what he
said are “hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars in uncollected court fines.” Mr.
Jones called for more ratables, as long
as they resulted from “good, appropri-
ate new development.”

There was disagreement on the wis-
dom of having a separate sewer utility,
with Mr. Beckerman saying he contin-
ued to favor merging it back into the
municipal budget. “There’s got to be a
way” to do so, he said, “to make it tax-
deductible for our residents.” Mr. Jones
rebuffed his opponent’s criticisms of
the then-Republican-controlled
council’s 2009 decision to create the
sewer utility by saying that doing so
avoided massive layoffs or a signifi-
cant property-tax hike.

Addressing the downtown business
district, and the troubled Scotch Plains
Management Corp. (SPMC) that was
created to oversee its revitalization, Mr.
Jones said the area “can be much more
than it is today,” but said the SPMC had
been “regularly interfered with by poli-
ticians” since its creation five years
ago. He criticized the council’s deci-
sion this year to suspend the annual
assessment fees on business property
owners, but said he would favor rein-
stating the $400 charge, “if we can get
the business owners involved.”

Mr. Beckerman said it was “uncon-

scionable” to continue charging the fees
“without results.” Some have supported
having all township property owners
pay a fee to back downtown develop-
ment, but Mr. Jones said he did not
favor doing so but might be open to
some added township funding from the
general budget if the SPMC was seeing
successes in its efforts. Mr. Beckerman
said he did not favor such a move at
present, but did say it was “not outside
the realm of reality.”

Mr. Beckerman defended the deci-
sion by the council majority to replace
most professional service providers at
the start of the year when the Demo-
crats took control of the governing body.
They provide “better services, better
prices and fresh perspective,” he said,
calling it a “winning combination.” Mr.
Jones said it was important to strike a
balance between “experience and new
perspectives,” and again criticized what
he said was a 50-percent rise in township
legal expenses this year.
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Wrap-Up

cause I love this town,” Mr. Skibitsky
pointed to his opponent having missed 10
percent of meetings and said that “voters
deserve the opportunity to vote their choice.”

The two candidates did agree on several
issues, including their opposition to red-
light cameras, their promise to perform
same-sex marriages as mayor and their
general agreement that Westfield had weath-
ered Superstorm Sandy well. In brief clos-
ing remarks, Mr. Haas criticized rising
property taxes during the mayor’s two terms
and also questioned the mayor’s refusal to
join the Mayors Against Illegal Guns coa-
lition. He also said the controversial Cen-
tral Avenue pedestrian-crossing traffic light
should be moved. Mr. Skibitsky ended the
debate by listing his accomplishments and
then noting that his opponent had voted
with him “99 percent” of the time during
their eight years serving together. Mr. Haas’
attacks on his record, the mayor said, were
“simply political rhetoric.”

Prior to the mayoral candidates’ debate,
five candidates for town council faced off
for 40 minutes of questions posed by Mrs.
Barr. First Ward Councilman Sam Della
Fera, a Republican running unopposed,
predicted that, starting next year, town
homeowners and businesses will be paying
their sewer bills based on usage versus the
$170 flat fee that many currently pay. On
another issue, he addressed street and road
conditions and said the town is “spending
what we can” despite road repairs being
“very expensive” and the municipal budget
being “strained” in recent years. He noted
that over the past four years, all or parts of
80 roads, out of 380 total, had been worked
on.

The two candidates in the Third Ward,
Republican David Oliveira and Democrat
Matthew Sontz, addressed a variety of is-
sues, including the Central Avenue pedes-
trian-crossing traffic light, with Mr. Sontz
favoring its repositioning because “it’s dan-
gerous where it is” and Mr. Oliveira saying
that while “pedestrian safety is of the ut-
most importance to me,” more input from
the public and safety officials was needed
first. Both favored exploring new areas
where shared service agreements with neigh-
boring towns could be implemented as a
money-saving tool, with Mr. Sontz raising
the notion of merging municipal courts.
Mr. Sontz also favored bolstering man-
power at the fire department, saying it was
“sad” that sometimes firefighters arrive at a
fire and then have to wait for assistance due
to staff shortages. On another issue, Mr.
Oliveira, noting the state-imposed tax and
spending caps, said town officials need to
“explore every opportunity possible” in
order to generate new revenue to maintain
services.

Fourth Ward candidates James Walsh, a
Democrat and former council member, and
Republican Councilman Keith Loughlin
criticized each other’s records, with Mr.
Walsh decrying the loss of town surplus
funds in recent years and worrying that, if
an unexpected emergency arose, “how are
we going to handle it?” Mr. Loughlin listed
some of his accomplishments, but also
spoke of issues that need to be addressed,
such as improved and increased downtown
parking and what he said was the “gross

mismanagement of our tax dollars” by the
Union County government.

Mr. Loughlin criticized Mr. Walsh’s
support as a councilman for the proposed
multi-million-dollar downtown parking
deck referendum that was defeated a de-
cade ago. Mr. Walsh said he had called the
proposal at the time “a behemoth” and “a
huge mistake,” but said that did not mean
that a parking deck “shouldn’t be in the
mix” of possible solutions to the parking
shortage in the downtown. Talking about
fire department manpower, Mr. Walsh
backed hiring additional personnel, calling
the cost of doing so, amidst the town’s $38-
million budget, “a drop in the bucket.” Mr.
Loughlin said Mr. Walsh had no plan for
how to pay for the new hires. “He wants to
raise your taxes,” Mr. Loughlin said.

Second Ward Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins is running unopposed for re-
election and did not appear at last week’s
debate.

The candidates’ forum will air on TV 36
Friday and Monday at 9 a.m., 3 p.m., 7 p.m.
and 9 p.m., Saturday at 9 a.m. and Sunday
at 9 a.m. and 8 p.m. through Election Day.
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Westfield Candidate Forum

LITTLEST READER...Caroline
Miskewitz (age 3 1/2) of Cranford be-
lieves she is the littlest reader of The
Westfield Leader.

forum, but a statement about him was read
on his behalf. He raised four daughters, one
who still lives in Scotch Plains. He has 11
grandchildren, some of who currently attend
schools in the school district. Mr. Scanlon
was a New York State Certified Public
Accountant (CPA) and said he was inter-
ested in being a part of the board of education
to help “prepare a reasonable budget.”

During a session of questions, each
candidate included bits of insight as to
what they would like to bring to the
position and what they would like to
accomplish if elected or re-elected. Mr.
Murray said he was interested in serving on
the finance and facilities committees and
also had an interest in school athletics. He
currently works for Prudential in the fi-
nance department. When asked if he thought
teachers were paid enough, Mr. Murray
said he did not have enough information to
make that judgment. When asked about the
strategic plan for the district, he said he
would like to see steps taken to help im-
prove the recent test scores in the language-
arts section of the latest standardized tests
that were reported at the October board

meeting.
Ms. Schirmer said she would like to be a

part of the curriculum committee if elected.
She said she wants to do her part in ensuring
that education for students in Scotch Plains
remains a high priority. She also said she had
no particular school or grade level that she
would favor being that she did not have any
students in the schools. She also said she did
not have enough information regarding teach-
ers’ salaries or the district’s strategic plan.

Mr. Stovall said he would be interested
in serving on the community relations com-
mittee, saying he has years of experience
working in public relations and marketing.
He also has a passion for music and foreign
languages. Mr. Stovall has attended four
board meetings since last year and was
impressed with the information he heard
regarding the foreign exchange program to
Barcelona. He also said he did not have
enough information to know if the teachers
were paid well enough in the district.

As a board member, Mr. Gorbunoff has
served on the buildings and grounds com-
mittee, the policy committee and the nego-
tiations committee for the custodians and
grounds personnel. He said one of the
things he had wanted to see during his time
on the board was updated technology for
students. He said updated technology was
part of the strategic plan that he and his
fellow board members had supported. Mr.
Gorbunoff further stated that he was al-
ways impressed with the arts within the
district, noting all of the artwork that was
currently displayed in the room. He said
he did not think that the teachers in the
district were paid enough.

Ms. Norris-Bauer said one her primary
concerns for the district is class size. She
currently is a member of the curriculum and
finance committees. Ms. Norris-Bauer
noted that she started her professional ca-
reer as a classroom teacher and is now part
of the administration at William Paterson
University. She said that she enjoyed her
time on the board, stating, “We are fortu-
nate in that our board works well with the
community. We have respectful discus-
sions and conversations.” She is also inter-
ested in global issues, noting that the for-
eign language department had recently
grown to include Mandarin. She stated that
she knew many teachers who had to find a
second job and summer jobs when asked
about the district’s teachers’ salaries.

Mrs. Winkler currently serves on the
curriculum and community relations com-
mittees. She also had been the board repre-
sentative for the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Shared Services Committee. When asked
about teachers salaries she stated, “Our
teachers are worth their weight in gold. We
could never pay them enough.” She said it
was hard working on the school budget,
stating that in recent years boards in general
had to stick to a state-mandated, 2-percent
cap, thus having to work with “less and
less.” She did, however, have a “dreaming
big” list of things she would love to see in
the district, including a full-day kindergar-
ten, expanding the special-needs and gifted
programs and putting solar panels on school
buildings. Mrs. Winkler was previously
an active PTA member and was a manager
in an environmental firm.
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Raritan Valley  Riders To See
One-Seat Ride in 2014

By HORACE CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

REGION – NJ Transit (NJT) an-
nounced in August that it will provide
some of its newly purchased dual-pow-
ered locomotives for Raritan Valley Line
(RVL) trains starting in spring 2014,
enabling one-seat ride to Manhattan.
The Phase I operation is “highly likely”
to include some off-peak, before peak
and after peak weekday hours, say NJT
authorities. The frequency, stops and
schedule are not yet finalized.

Dual-powered locomotives (con-
vertible between electric and diesel)
would replace some of the diesel
engines, which cannot be used in the
transit tunnels to New York. Thus,
RVL trains currently stop at Newark.
A study by the Regional Plan Asso-
ciation estimated that one-seat ser-
vice could lead to a 15-percent re-
duction in commuting times for
Raritan Valley commuters by elimi-
nating the need to transfer at Newark
Penn Station.

The Raritan Valley Line includes
Westfield, Fanwood, Cranford,
Garwood, Union, Plainfield, Roselle
Park and Somerville, among others.

Westfield Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that this decision was an-
nounced during a meeting August 2
at NJTransit headquarters with
elected officials Senator Tom Kean,
Jr., Asm. Jon Bramnick, Assembly-
woman Nancy Munoz, Mayor
Skibitsky and NJTransit executives
James Weinstein, executive direc-
tor; Kevin O’Connor, vice-president
of rail operations; Paul Wykoff, chief
of government Aafairs and Rae
Hutton, legislative affairs director.

NJT purchased 26 of the dual-mode
locomotives, called Bombardiers, in
2008 at $10.2 million each and another
nine in 2010 at $8.2 million each. Nine
were damaged in Hurricane Sandy
when the rail yard where they were
stored was flooded but will be fully
repaired by next summer. NJ Transit
spent $340 million on the locomotives.

The Bombardiers are replacing
aging diesel locomotives on the
Montclair-Boonton, North Jersey
Coast and Raritan Valley Lines.

Martin Robins of Westfield and
member of the Raritan Valley Line
Coalition Board of Directors, previ-
ously told The Leader/Times that:

“NJ Transit is operating at capac-
ity at the two rail tubes between New
Jersey and New York; one for in-
bound and one for outbound trains...
Currently, there are a maximum of
23 train slots available to pass
through the transit tunnel into Penn
Station, New York, 20 of which are
for NJT trains with the balance for

Amtrak trains during the morning
and evening peak commuter hours.
There are two tubes (tunnels, one in
each direction on the Hudson River
on the west side of the city.) By
comparison, there are four tubes,
two in each direction, on the east
side for Long Island Railroad com-
muters. NJT and Amtrak also utilize
those tracks to operate mainly to
Sunnyside yard in Queens.”

NJT currently is operating trains into
New York from the North Jersey Coast-
line from Long Branch; on the North-
east Corridor serving the Princeton,
Trenton, New Brunswick area and
Rahway, Linden and Elizabeth in east-
ern Union County as well as Newark
Liberty International Airport. Morris-
Essex Line trains also go directly into
New York as well as a small number of
trains from the Gladstone Branch and
Montclair-Boonton lines.

Mr. Robins said Amtrak, which
runs the Northeast Corridor and
manages the transit tunnel, closes
one of the two tubes for mainte-
nance from Friday night to Sunday
night, reducing the slots to five New
York inbound and five outbound
trains, although one of those lines
has been assigned for the Morris-
Essex line.

Mayor Skibitsky said NJ Transit man-
ages a logistic challenge with many
factors such as how to allocate the 23
available slots, optimize rider ship given
that Bombardiers handle eight cars and
diesels handle 10 cars plus the cross-
over location for power switching gets
congested and faces energy interface
matters. The mayor said NJTransit is
listening to the many letters received
from residents. Mayor Skibitsky asked
the public to continue writing letters
with their views to James Weinstein,
NJ Transit Chairman; and James
Simpson, New Jersey Commissioner
of Transportation, addressed to them
at: NJ Transit, One Penn Plaza East,
Newark, N.J. 07105-2246.

Mayor Skibitsky said this is an
important first phase in bringing one-
seat ride to the commuters of the
many towns serviced by the Raritan
Valley Line. Rail planners are also
looking for opportunities to offer
some weekend RVL one-seat ride
service. The mayor said he looks
forward to the day when the service
can be fully implemented.

For more information, see past
articles of May 9 and June 13  that
can be downloaded at
www.goleader.com.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ALL ABOARD...Commuters prepare to board a NJ Transit Train at the Cranford
Train Station. Raritan Valley Line commuters will be able to take a one-seat ride
in New York starting in the spring to New York during off-peak hours.

PERSONAL INJURY LAW

AUTO ACCIDENTS

Call For A Free Consultation

908-322-7000

For More Than 30

Years Jon Bramnick

Has Been Representing

People Involved In

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

Certified Civil Trial Attorney

www.jonbramnick.com

Accidents

Westfield's newest hotspot

offering the most unique gifts...EVER!

"a unique, chic encounter"

Entire

 Purchase
Excludes artwork. Coupon must be presented at time of

purchase. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 1/15/14.

10% off
Jewelry

Home Goods

Artwork

Clothing

Stationery

Kids

Accessories

Bath/Body

Pet

Monthly

Special Events!

Parking available along
Westfield Avenue and

South Avenue

439 South Avenue, West
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.232.1895
GalleryUWestfield@gmail.com

Gallery U Boutique is a Vocational Training Site providing retail and business opportunities

for people with traumatic brain injuries.  Services provided by Universal Institute.

Hours: Mon. - Sat. 10am - 6pm

OWEN BRAND
ML# 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of

Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.

A Name You Can Trust • Family Owned Since 1977

274 North Avenue, East

Westfield

908-232-7332

2261 South Avenue

Scotch Plains

908-233-8001

• All work done on premises
• Same Day service
• Expert tailoring
• Linens & Tablecloth specialists
• Wedding Gowns Cleaned & Preserved
• Laundered Shirts - Hand Finished
• Buttons Checked & Replaced

The Novello Family is proud to

provide friendly, quality service to

our customers. We pay attention to

details. You will always be satisfied

with our personalized service.

Mon-Fri 7am-7pm

Sat 8am-5pm

15% Off
Towards

Any Dry Cleaning

coupon must be presented when

dropping off clothes only

Expires 11/30/13

Parking lot in front

of both locations

  
NOVEMBER 2013 EVENTS AT THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 
HHours: Monday-Thursday  9:30 am - 9:00 pm  Friday and Saturday 9:30 am - 5:00 pm  Sunday 1-5:00 pm  

Closed 11/11 for Veterans Day. Closing at 5:00 pm on 11/27 and  
Closed on 11/28 for Thanksgiving 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS (Check website for all registration information) 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN (Check website for sign up information) 

11/1  1:30 pm TGIF! Victor Borge (video) 

11/2  10:00 am Create a Winning LinkedIn Profile 

11/2  1:30 pm Computer Class Microsoft Outlook 

11/4 2 & 6:30 pm Foreign Film: The Sapphires (English) 

11/8  1:30 pm TGIF! John Steinbeck (video) 

11/13  6:30 pm Create a Winning LinkedIn Profile 

11/14  7:00 pm Computer Class: Prezi (Advanced) 

11/15  1:30 pm TGIF! Classic Movie: 42nd Street 

11/20  7:00 pm Jazz Trio of Prisco, Aiello and Messina 

11/22  1:30 pm TGIF! John F. Kennedy (video) 

11/1 10:00 am Playgroup for Babies  (0-23 months) 

11/1  3:45 pm Chess Club for Kids - No age limit but 
players must know how pieces move 

11/6, 13, 20 10:30 am Zumba Fun  (2-5 years) 

11/7, 14, 21 10:30 am Yoga Storytime  (2-5 years) 

11/9  2:00 pm Fit4Kids  (3+ years) 

11/13 or 11/21  6:30 pm LEGO Club  (grades 1-5) 

11/23 10:30 am Mysteries of the Library Magic Show with 
Magician M. Zacharia  (4+ years) 

Body of Cranford Murder Victim
Found Near Passaic River In Newark
CRANFORD – Human remains re-

covered in Newark identified as belong-
ing to homicide victim April Wyckoff of
Cranford. who was murdered in Union
Township last week, acting Union County
Prosecutor Grace H. Park announced on
Monday.

The body was recovered next to a
branch of the Passaic River near a portion
of the 100 block of Raymond Boulevard
in Newark. An autopsy took place Mon-
day morning, after which investigators
made the identification.

The discovery followed an intensive
search involving more than 200 munici-
pal, county and state law-enforcement
representatives combing through mul-
tiple areas in Hudson, Essex and Union
counties from Wednesday through the
weekend. Union Township resident Mat-
thew Ballister, III, 43, has been arrested
and charged with first-degree murder in
connection with Wyckoff’s death on
October 22, and is being held on $2
million bail set by state Superior Court

Judge Robert J. Mega.
The investigation was led by the

Union County Homicide Task Force
and Union Township Police Depart-
ment with assistance from many agen-
cies.

Based on evidence obtained during
the course of the investigation, the inci-
dent that led to Wyckoff’s death is be-
lieved to have occurred at Ballister’s
home. Ballister’s mother, 70-year-old
Eleanor Schofield of Mountainside, also
has been charged with fourth-degree
hindering apprehension for allegedly
interfering with the investigation by at-
tempting to assist in his efforts to con-
ceal evidence of the crime, authorities
said.

This investigation remains active, as
authorities are continuing to search for
additional human remains. Anyone with
information about Ms. Wyckoff’s death
is urged to contact Union County
Prosecutor’s Office Detective Robert
Henderson at (908) 347-2686.

Westfield Board of Adjustment
Approves Sign for Carlo’s Bake Shop

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Adjustment at a special
meeting last Wednesday evening
overturned a decision by Zoning Of-
ficer Kathleen Neville denying a per-
mit for a new sign for Carlo’s Bake
Shop, 21 East Broad Street.

The bakery, which opened on Sep-
tember 1, is owned by Bartolo “Buddy”
Valastro, Jr., known as “The Cake
Boss,” and his sisters, Grace,
Maddelena, Mary and Lisa. The
bakery’s attorney, Robert Scrivo, told
the board that the Valastro’s were raised
with good family values and that
Westfield is a good fit for the bakery.

Mr. Valastro is the owner of the
original Carlo’s Bakery on Washing-
ton Street in Hoboken. Mr. Scrivo
said when Mr. Valastro’s father was
dying and left him in charge of the
bakery, he told his father, “Don’t
worry Dad, I’m going to make the
bakery a household name someday,”
and he did. The TLC channel show,
The Kitchen Boss, is seen in 193
countries today, Mr. Scrivo added.

“He absolutely loves being in this
community,” Mr. Scrivo added. Mr.
Valastro’s brothers-in-law, Vincent
Tubito and Maurzio Belgiodine, man-
ager of the Westfield store, were
present; Mr. Valastro himself was not.

Vincent Loughlin, board attorney,
thanked Mr. Scrivo for the history of
the bakery’s beginnings, calling it
“helpful to the board.”

The applicant was seeking to in-
stall a wooden sign onto the façade of

the building. The dimensions are 28
feet wide and five feet in height. The
permit was denied on the grounds
that it does not comply with the town
ordinance which allows a maximum
horizontal sign of 20 feet with a
mounting height of 12 feet. Carlo’s
Bakery’s proposed sign is 17 feet.
The ordinance allows a vertical height
of 30 inches, where the proposed
sign is 59.50 inches.

Michael Tobia, planner for the bak-
ery, showed two artist’s renderings of
the façade of the bakery with the
proposed sign. He told the board that
the sign will go over a burgundy and
white striped awning which will be
above the store’s two display win-
dows and entrance. The wooden sign
will be burgundy and have white let-
ters with the shop’s name.

Mr. Tobia said on either side of the
name there will be a picture of a cake,
and on the outside of that would be a
decorative white diamond shape.
Further, above the sign will be six
gooseneck lamps to illuminate it, 10
amps each, without a harsh glare.
Above the lights, the building’s deco-
rative dental cornice would remain.
He said the sign will be in keeping
with the one at the Hoboken bakery.

After seeing the artist’s rendering
of the building’s facade with the new
sign, Board Chairman William
Heinbokel said, “I think the new sign
will be an improvement.” Other board
members had questions on points they
needed clarified. Board member Mark
Doherty made a motion to approve
the sign; the vote was unanimous.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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MEDICAL AND SURGICAL WEIGHT LOSS

New  
Jersey Bariatric  

Center has  
ZERO MORTALITIES  

& A LOW  
COMPLICATION 

RATE

Hospital  
affiliations
��Overlook  
��Somerset  
��JFK  
��Trinitas

Ajay Goyal, MD, FACS
Director, Bariatric Surgery
Overlook Medical Center

Glenn Forrester, MD, FACS 
Director, Bariatric Surgery
Somerset Medical Center

Angela Glasnapp, MD, FACS
Bariatric & General  

Surgeon

Leigh Montes, MD
Bariatric & General 

Surgeon

New Jersey Bariatric Center can help. Find out if Weight Loss  
Surgery is right for you. Learn how Gastric Bypass, Gastric Band 
and Sleeve Gastrectomy have helped our patients lead the 
healthy lives they’ve dreamed of. 

DRAMATIC, SUSTAINABLE 
WEIGHT LOSS IS WITHIN YOUR REACH

Register at www.NJBariatricCenter.com  
or call 908.481.1270

908.481.1270www.NJBariatricCenter.com
��������	�����
���	��������    ��Somerville, NJ    ��Hoboken, NJ  

Kathy lost 

77 lbs.  
with Gastric Sleeve

ATTEND A FREE WEIGHT LOSS SURGERY SEMINARATTEND A FREE WEIGHT LOSS SURGERY SEMINAR
Overlook Medical Center, 99 Beauvoir Ave, Summit

Tuesday,  Nov. 12 & Dec. 10 at 7 p.m. NOTHING!!!

What do the 
election and 

Nirvana have
in common?

But our Nirvana mattress will have 
you care-free and sleeping soundly 

while the politicos battle it out.

Ex-Westfielder to
Be a CFO at USG

WESTFIELD – USG Corporation has
appointed Paul Monzella, who grew up
in Westfield, to be chief financial officer
of a joint venture with Boral Limited to
create a major building products business
across Asia, Australia and the Middle
East.

The new venture will be called USG
Boral Building Products. USG, the largest
North American manufacturer of plaster-
board, will contribute its Asian and Middle
Eastern businesses, as well as exclusive
access to its ceilings, cement board, fiber-
board, lightweight plasterboard and joint
compound building products technolo-
gies. Boral will contribute its Gypsum
division, which includes its plasterboard
operations in Australia and Asia.

Mr. Monzella is currently senior vice-
president of financial planning and analy-
sis at USG headquarters in Chicago. He
previously held management positions
for USG subsidiary L&W Corporation.
A Westfield High School graduate, he
began his career at USG in 1982 after
receiving a Bachelor of Business Admin-
istration in Accounting from James Madi-
son University. He obtained a Master’s
of Business Administration from Rutgers
University in 1988. A son of Charles and
the late Terry Monzella of Westfield,
Paul and his late wife, Judy, lived in
Westfield and Scotch Plains before mov-
ing out of New Jersey in 1988. He is the
father of Michael and Kelley Monzella.

N.J. Lottery Speaker
To Address AARP

SCOTCH PLAINS – The AARP
Westfield Chapter will meet on Monday,
November 4, at 1 p.m. at the Scotch Hills
Country Club, located at Jerusalem Road
and Plainfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.
Guests and new members are welcome.

Mary Ann Rivell from the New Jersey
State Lottery will be the guest speaker.
Her program will focus on the revenues
derived from the gambling public and
how they benefit the state.

Reservations and payment will be ac-
cepted for the chapter’s Monday, De-
cember 2 holiday luncheon, to be held at
noon at Giovanna’s Restaurant in
Plainfield. The cost is $30.

Those attending are asked to bring a
non-perishable food item for the Westfield
Food Pantry.

DWC Discusses, Approves
Grants During Meeting

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC), the man-
agement entity of the Special Improve-
ment District (SID), held its monthly board
of directors meeting Monday evening.

It was the first official meeting for
Shawn Hanna serving in the capacity of
board treasurer. Mr. Hanna was chosen
to replace long-time board member Lee
Hale, who died in January. Mr. Hanna, a
previous special appointee of Mayor
Andrew Skibitsky, will, in turn, be re-
placed by Stephanie Walsh.

The board began the meeting with a
spirited discussion regarding the intent
and purpose of offering grants to busi-
nesses in the downtown area. The DWC
regularly provides grants to businesses in
the SID in an effort to entice them to
improve their properties. The funds are
generally used for improving the facades
of the buildings or signage. Businesses in
the downtown area are charged a special
SID tax and these funds partially subsi-
dize the grants awarded.

The main topic of discussion was whether
or not these grants should be utilized for
exterior work solely or be allowed to be
used for interior work as well. Addition-
ally, the question of whether or not certain
kinds of exterior work should be consid-
ered an upgrade to a building’s facade or
simply maintenance was discussed.With
its long history, Westfield has many build-
ings in the downtown area that have been
greatly altered from their original condi-
tion. Part of the board’s discussion focused
on how far the DWC should go in encour-
aging landlords and tenants to restore these
buildings as they were.

Several board members suggested that
it was not in the DWC’s purview to
subsidize maintenance efforts in a bid to
entice recipients to restore their buildings
in this manner for a variety of reasons.
The example of painting as opposed to
stripping and staining a building’s exte-
rior woodwork was used as an example
by Board Chairman Dominick Verdic.

“It’s a maintenance item that the land-
lord and the tenant who’s renting the
building should take care of. That’s the
way I look at it,” Mr. Verdic said.

Robert Newell, the longest-serving
member of the DWC and currently a

member of its design committee, had a
differing opinion.

“We make recommendations and we of-
fer a grant so that we can get our tenants and
owners to maintain the original fabric
downtown…we encourage restorations of
storefronts,” Mr. Newell said. “We’re not
looking to create something new. We’re
looking to recreate what was in the past. The
money and grants that we offer are to encour-
age tenants and owners to restore facades to
the way they once were.” Mr. Newell then
presented the grant applications to the board
with additional commentary.

The board first approved a grant for the
farmhouse store, a shop specializing in
handcrafted items such as household fur-
nishings, located at 221 East Broad Street.
The store recently replaced its awning due
to damage from sunlight.The board next
approved a grant for Antique Antics, an
antique shop located at 407 South Av-
enue. West. As a new business, Antique
Antics will be installing new signage.
Also approved was a grant for signage and
an awning for a new Swedish restaurant in
town called Grade, to be located at 13 Elm
Street. The board additionally approved a
grant for signage and an awning for an-
other new restaurant in town called Amuse
at 39 Elm Street. Joy’s Nails and Spa,
located at 110 Quimby Street, received a
grant to partially subsidize the cost of a
new sign.Finally, the board approved a
grant for Le Bain Bath & Body Boutique,
located at 17 Elm Street.

The DWC’s next board of directors
meeting open to the public is scheduled
for Monday, December 23, at 7:30 p.m.

Sample Ballots
On Clerk Website

ELIZABETH – Sample ballots for the
General Election on Tuesday, November
5, may be reviewed on-line by visiting the
Union County Clerk’s website. The names
of candidates running in the General Elec-
tion are posted at ucnj.org/sample-ballots.
Also listed are the two statewide public
questions. Eligible voters can also to ap-
ply for a Vote-By-Mail ballot in person,
receive and cast the ballot at the same time
at the County Clerk’s office on North
Avenue in Westfield. The deadline to ap-
ply in-person is Monday, November 4
before 3 p.m.



Page 4  Thursday, October 31, 2013 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Jeff Gruman
SALES MANAGER

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING PRODUCTION

Robert P. Connelly
BUSINESS OPERATIONS

The Westfield Leader
Legal Newspaper for the Borough of Fanwood

And the Township of Scotch Plains

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

P. O. Box 368
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

Published every Thursday by Watchung Communications, Inc.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $33 • Two-year – $62 • Three-year – $90
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —

The ScotThe ScotThe ScotThe ScotThe Scotch Plains–Fch Plains–Fch Plains–Fch Plains–Fch Plains–Fanwoodanwoodanwoodanwoodanwood

TTTTTimes imes imes imes imes Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959

Members of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association • Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association • Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Paul Peyton
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Betsey Burgdorf
EDUCATION & ARTS

Legal Newspaper for the Town of Westfield,
Boroughs of Mountainside and Garwood

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Rahway, New JerseyPeriodicals – Postage Paid at Rahway, New Jersey

And the County of Union, NJ.

www.goleader.com/subscribe

Letters to the Editor
ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

Letters to
the Editor

Don’Don’Don’Don’Don’t Scorn the Magic of Pastt Scorn the Magic of Pastt Scorn the Magic of Pastt Scorn the Magic of Pastt Scorn the Magic of Past
Souls - Happy HalloweenSouls - Happy HalloweenSouls - Happy HalloweenSouls - Happy HalloweenSouls - Happy Halloween

Although not sanctioned by any government cal-
endar, Halloween is a favorite holiday – colorful and
festive. Kids dress up as witches, skeletons and
ghosts, knocking on doors for treats – lest tricks and
haunts follow. It’s a rite of fall, but strange in that all
the fun seems based on the dark side – death, goblins,
haunted houses and horror.

Is it a hedonistic legacy or important sacrament?
Where did we learn to put fire in pumpkins, spread
fake cobwebs to instill fright, decorate halls with
phony human bones, pipe eerie music into our homes,
dress in monstrous costumes and hope to fly off into
the night on broomsticks like evil witches?

It inspires us to party, to mask what we are and to
honor the strange – hoping to win a prize, but based
on what? Maybe it was the Celts, centuries ago, who
created this practice before beliefs existed, as we
now like to think of our sophisticated selves.

Is it because we’re not so sure of our beliefs today,
that we gleefully pay homage to these rites of our
roots? Do we refuse to laugh at the supposed igno-
rance of peoples long ago, those without science, we
say – those mired in fright and superstition and

darkness as night each year extends over day; as
winter winds howl during the fading fall. Are the
sounds they heard, calls from spirits; lonely souls
close at hand only during this time of year?

Things we seldom listen for today – are they still
there? Ancient cultures divided their calendars ac-
cording to the seasons of the year, heavily influenced
by cycles of weather with pastoral markings taken
from the heavens. Astronomy provided the accepted
wisdom of their time.

We may scoff today and challenge these supersti-
tions. But, is it buried in the DNA of our souls? How
can one tell in looking at the moon tonight or
tomorrow night? Was that a bat or witch flickering
by? Is there more to the wind? Does it carry the
moans of our forefathers’ spirits?

For those who mock, we say spend Halloween
night at Gallows Hill Road by Fairview Cemetery,
and your opinions may change. For others, we say,
play it safe; don’t scorn the magic of souls past. Put
on your masks, don costumes, light jack-o’-lanterns
and party.

Happy Halloween!

Vote November 5, 2013

Governor’s Race Shouldn’t
Overshadow Local Elections

While Tuesday’s gubernatorial election may be
overshadowing all other election battles around the
state, voters should not lose site of the important
races at the local level. In addition to the race for
governor, all 120 seats in the State Legislature are on
Tuesday’s ballot, including Legislative Districts 21
and 22, which include the coverage area of this
newspaper.

Locally, there are races for mayor in Westfield and
for town council seats representing the third and
fourth wards, an unexpired council seat in Scotch
Plains, two seats on the Fanwood Borough Council,
two seats on the Cranford Township Council and two
seats on the Garwood Council. The Garwood race
involves three candidates, two Republicans and one
write-in candidate.

There is a race for three seats on the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders where three Republi-
cans hope to break through onto the all-Democratic
board.

Three questions also appear on this year’s ballot
including one that if approved would not only in-
crease the state’s minimum wage, but include auto-
matic annual increases in future years based on hikes
in the cost of living.

Westfield voters will see an additional question
for amending last year’s public schools’ $13.6-
million bond referendum for replacement of school
roofs. If approved, Westfield would receive $2.7
million in state aid to offset the remaining cost of the
roofs.

School board candidates are also on Tuesday’s

ballot, although only Scotch Plains-Fanwood has
competitive races.

As a community service, this special election
issue of the newspaper has been mailed to all homes
and businesses in Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Garwood, Cranford, and Mountainside — a press
run of 40,000 to an audience of over 100,000. We
encourage voters to use the information in this
edition to become familiar with the candidates and
issues.

It is our hope that the many features of our news-
paper are interesting to you and that you become
subscribers. As you do, we will expand regional
coverage and be of service to you year-round.

This special edition includes coverage of candi-
date forums in Westfield, Cranford, Garwood and
for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education,
and biographies.

Biographies of school board candidates are not
included as the response to our requests for this
information was largely ignored by the candidates.
All school board candidates were contacted.

Sample ballots have been mailed to all registered
voters by the office of the Union County Clerk and
are also available at ucnj.org. Voters can find their
polling locations by going to the county website,
http://ucnj.org/. Use the menu for departments and
select election board.

We encourage everyone to vote on Tuesday.
See our website, www.goleader.com for the latest

information, videos, photos and for election results.
www.goleader.com/subscribe

Westfielders Should Vote ‘Yes’
On Question 3 for Tax Relief

I’m so excited to be writing this letter.
It’s extremely rare that we get to vote on
something that will provide tax relief –
that’s right – tax relief. On November
5th, Westfield residents will have that
opportunity. Westfield residents just need
to vote YES on Question 3—the replace-
ment bond referendum.

In a nutshell, here are your choices:
Vote YES, and Westfield receives a

$2.7 million state grant, which will be
applied toward the remaining $6.7-mil-
lion school roof project.

Vote NO, and Westfield’s obligation
to pay $6.7 million toward the roof project
will remain. Westfield will not receive
the $2.7 million grant from the state.

Here’s a timeline that led us to this
point:

December 2012: Westfield residents
passed a $13.6-million bond to fix re-
place roofs on all 12 school buildings.

March 2013: The Westfield district
received bids for the roofing projects that
would begin in June 2013 in the amount
of $6.9 million.

May 2013: State released school con-
struction funding that had been frozen for
several years and was NOT available
when the BOE proposed the December
2012 bond.

May 2013: The Westfield district sub-
mitted grant applications to the state for
the remaining roof work.

August 2013: Westfield was awarded
$2.7 million in grants, which is approxi-
mately 40 percent of $6.7 million (the

remaining money from the December
2012 bond), subject to the approval of a
replacement bond for $6.7 million.

June 2013: Work began on the initial
roof projects that amounted to $6.9 mil-
lion of the $13.6 million.

November 2013: Vote on replacement
referendum so Westfield can receive the
$2.7 million state grant.

June 2014: Work will begin on the
remaining roof projects regardless of
outcome of the November 2013 vote.

Remember:
In order to receive the money from the

state, Westfield residents must accept the
grant by voting Yes on the $6.7-million
replacement bond (the remainder of the
December 2012 bond).

The District is not spending more
money. The district is not adding any
projects. The district will fix the remain-
ing roofs no matter the outcome of the
November 5th vote on this referendum.
However, if the replacement bond passes
on November 5th, Westfield residents
will pay $2.7 million less. In other words,
Westfield residents will realize $2.7 mil-
lion in tax relief.

Therefore, I urge you to vote YES on
Question 3, the replacement bond refer-
endum. I know I will.

For more information, check out our
website or email the board at
wboe@westfieldnjk12.org.

Rosanne L. Kurstedt
Vice-President, Westfield BOE

Vote ‘No’ On Public Question 2
Regarding Hike in Minimum Wage

Town Is In Better Financial, Physical
Shape Than It Was Four Years Ago

DEM Signs Ask Voters to Support
Party; GOP Want A Better County

New Jersey voters must vote “no” on
Public Question No. 2: “A Constitutional
amendment to Set a State Minimum Wage
With Annual Cost of Living Increases.”
Minimum wage laws are misguided, and
they worsen the economic situation of
the people they try to help.

Ultimately, the marketplace is the ar-
biter of compensation levels. When poli-
ticians tell employers by legislative fiat
how much to pay employees, employers
respond by creating fewer entry-level
jobs.

According to Rudy Taleka of the Heri-
tage Foundation, only 2.9 percent of U.S.
employees work for the federal mini-
mum wage of $7.25 per hour. Less than a
quarter of minimum wage workers live at
or below the poverty line, while two-

thirds come from families above 150
percent of the poverty line.

Thus, a higher minimum wage would
help some workers, but few of them are
poor. The larger effect is to hurt the
ability of potential workers living in pov-
erty to find entry-level employment. Mini-
mum wage laws keep teenagers from
their first job.

Indeed raising the minimum wage
makes for a political stump speech, and it
makes people feel good. But it does noth-
ing to lift disadvantaged people out of
poverty and, in fact, harms those very
people.

Vote “no” on Public Question No. 2 on
Tuesday, November 5, 2013.

James M. Bennett
Summit

It has been a pleasure and a privilege to
represent the First Ward on Westfield’s
town council. Westfield continues to be
the envy of other communities. We are a
desirable place to live and raise a family,
and a premier destination for shopping,
dining and entertainment. My family and
I have been proud to call Westfield home
for over 17 years. We enjoy its excellent
schools, its award-winning downtown,
and its charming neighborhoods. As coun-
cilman, my focus has been, and will con-
tinue to be, to protect and preserve our
quality of life.

When I first sought election four years
ago, I could only ask First Ward residents
to “trust me.” I had no council record, but
among other things I had coached many
local children in sports; I had served on
the Westfield Historic Preservation Com-
mission and the Citizens Advisory Com-
mittee on Enrollment; and I was commit-
ted to being a responsive representative
in town government. Four years later, I
can confidently say that the trust that
First Ward residents placed in me has
been rewarded.

Over the past four years, Westfield has
faced substantial and sometimes unprec-
edented financial challenges: the loss of
millions in state aid; the state-imposed 2
percent cap on annual property tax levy
increases; and a substantial decline in
property values resulting in the loss of
millions in tax revenues, to name a few.
It was the perfect storm of economic
dilemmas, and then the weather got worse.
Hurricane Irene, Superstorm Sandy, dam-
aging autumn nor’easters and snow
storms, and a 2010 blizzard that dropped
three feet of snow the day after Christmas

all battered our infrastructure and strained
our resources.

Yet, Westfield is in better financial
and physical shape today than it was four
years ago. Our 2013 budget was lower
than in 2009; municipal salaries and wages
are below 2005 levels; our streets are
safer, and many of them have been re-
paved; we acquired vital police and
firefighting equipment to protect people
and property; our downtown is thriving;
high school parking has been addressed;
and we are closer to one-seat train service
to New York City.

Our success was achieved by the lead-
ership, foresight and hard work of Mayor
Skibitsky and the town council. As chair
of the council’s finance policy commit-
tee, I played an important role in those
efforts and in achieving the favorable
results described above. Our municipal
debt remains low, our credit rating is
high, and our future is bright. That is why
I am again seeking the privilege of serv-
ing First Ward residents.

By continuing to work with Mayor
Skibitsky, Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins and Councilman Keith
Loughlin, and with the addition of David
Oliveira to the town council, I know that
we will meet the challenges that lie ahead
and keep Westfield financially secure
and a wonderful place to live. Our suc-
cess has been a team effort, and so I ask
the residents of the First Ward and all of
Westfield to support me and Mayor
Skibitsky’s entire team on November
5th.

Sam Della Fera, Jr.
First Ward Councilman, Westfield

Someone once said signs don’t vote.
In a campaign season, as we are in now,
political campaign signs are everywhere.
The names on the signs are important, but
look at the message below the names.

Take for example, the message from
Marc Krauss, Mark Martini, and Ira Gei-
ger, their message is, “For A Better Union
County.” This is a simple but powerful
statement that they want to make Union
County a better place for everyone re-
gardless of political affiliation.

As you drive up and down Route 22,
and see the sign pollution of blue signs
with neon green lettering, the message
Democrats Linda Carter, Bette Jane
Kowalski and Sergio Granados are using
is, “Democrats For Union County.”

Keep in mind, based on current esti-
mated voter registration in Union County,
the split is 45 percent Unaffiliated, 40
percent Democrat, and 15 percent Re-
publican. The Democrats care more about

their 40 percent than the all the residents
these at-large freeholders claim they rep-
resent.

Then if you look closer at the Demo-
crat signs you will notice that there is a
giant “A” to the left of their names. Their
focus is not voting for the individual
based on qualifications to serve the people,
but to support the party ticket by putting
the party above the people. These are the
same signs and the same message the All-
Democrat Board of Freeholders have been
recycling for 15 years. What has it cost
you? Millions in wasted spending, party
patronage, higher taxes and the list goes
on.

Vote for Krauss – Martini – Geiger For
Freeholders on November 5th in Column
B. It’s time “For A Better Union County.”

Marc Krauss
Candidate for Freeholder

Springfield

Please Make a Pledge To The
Westfield United Fund

Westfield is lucky to have so many
volunteers eager to serve in elective of-
fices and appointed positions on the town
council, the board of education, and many
other boards and committees. Their gen-
erous commitment of time and talent on
behalf of their neighbors makes Westfield
a better community for all of us. We
thank them for their dedicated service!

The Westfield United Fund also serves
our neighbors, focusing on the less fortu-
nate among us. We partner with 20 differ-
ent social service agencies, supporting
programs that help keep Westfield a vi-
brant, diverse community for residents of
every age, ability and economic status.

Our programs allow senior citizens to
live independently, help low-income par-
ents meet their needs for affordable
childcare and afterschool programs, and
provide housing for the physically and
developmentally challenged, to name just
a few. Your contribution to the Westfield
United Fund is a vote for Westfield.
Please support our annual campaign by
making a pledge at
westfieldunitedfund.org. Together We
Make a Difference!

Deirdre Gelinne, Exec. Director
Charles Weidman, Pres. Trustees

Westfield United Fund

My Pledge On WF BOE
Is to Keep Learning

People often joke that being on the
school board is the world’s most thank-
less job. I disagree. Sure, the pay isn’t
great. But after three-and-a-half years of
service, this so-called thankless job has
made me nothing if not thankful.

Westfield is a community with a big
heart. Our kids are being raised in a town
with a devoted and talented staff that
cares deeply about them. Our teachers
and administrators have an interest in the
success of every child in every one of our
district’s nine buildings. That’s some-
thing to be proud of — and something to
be thankful for.

Being a member of the Westfield Board
of Education has been an education in
and of itself. I’ve learned what it takes to
make a 6,200-student school system work.
I’ve come to understand the complexities
of managing $100 million in taxpayer
money. And I’ve been constantly im-
pressed by the dedication of my fellow
board members. No, we don’t always
agree. But at the end of the day, we all
know what matters: the kids. That’s why
we’re all here.

Three years ago, you asked for better
technology and an improved wireless
infrastructure. Today, we are not only
making progress, but soon we will be the
district that others turn to for guidance.

Last night I had the opportunity to
speak at Tamaques School’s PTO meet-
ing. The room was filled with passionate
parents and teachers, all clearly commit-
ted to making their kids’ school experi-
ence something special.

That’s a common thread I have seen
throughout my 20 years of raising a fam-
ily in Westfield. Everyone pitches in.
That’s why our school system works and
why our town is such a close-knit com-
munity. I’m just doing my part.

So my pledge for my final term is to
keep learning. I want to keep learning
from you, the stakeholders, to keep learn-
ing from our tremendous educators and
administrators, and most importantly, to
learning from our kids.

That’s why I’m thankful. And that’s
why I look forward to serving on the
board for the next three years.

Mitch Slater, Member
Westfield Board of Education

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Lucifugous – Avoiding light; noc-

turnal
2. Griffe – The child of Negro and

mulatto
3. Sclerogenous – Becoming thick or

hard
4. Thanatophidia – Poisonous snakes

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

TID
1. A gentle tapping
2. To wash or clean
3. Tender; soft
4. To fuss or complain

THRUM
1. To cast aside; throw out
2. The row of thread ends left on a

loom when the web is cut off
3. To fill too full; pack tightly
4. In nautical usage, to strap about; to

fasten round
TERCEL

1. The male falcon
2. Paper or tapestry for a wall
3. A marble used to shoot with; it is

usually large and fancy
4. A large edible sea fish related to the

cod
SANSSOUCI

1. Without doubt; certainly
2. Hopeless; discouraged
3. Fish soup
4. Without cares or worries

Turkey’s 90th
Anniversary

This is in response to the letter to the
editor suggesting Turkey should be given
a resolution to mark its 90th Anniversary
as a Republic, which occurred under the
regime of Mustafa Kemal Ataturk. Per-
haps Turkey should first admit the much-
documented genocide of millions of Ar-
menians in the 1920’s under the brutal
rule of Mustafa Kemal Ataturk. Finally
acknowledging the grievous slaughter of
innocent human beings would be a stron-
ger, and more honest, way of marking
Turkey’s 90th anniversary.

Lucille Megerdichian Bills
Scotch Plains

www.goleader.com

“THE WEBSITE THAT
WORKS BETTER THAN

OBAMACARE”
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More physicians to meet your needs.

For more locations and directions:
summitmedicalgroup.com

Dr. Mayer, an ear, nose and throat (ENT) specialist, is board certified in otolaryngology – head 
and neck surgery. He is a diplomate of the National Board of Medical Examiners. Dr. Mayer  
treats both pediatric and adult patients with ear, nose and throat problems. He practices at  
189 Elm Street in Westfield, NJ.

For a convenient appointment with Dr. Mayer, please call 908-233-5500.    

Summit Medical Group is pleased  
  to welcome Michael Mayer, MD,  
    Otolaryngologist

Politicians Ignored Bad Aspects of
Joint Meeting Approach in Merger

On October 21, 2013 the town coun-
cils of Fanwood and Scotch Plains jointly
revealed to the public for the first time
their plan for combining the two towns’
police departments in a “joint meeting”
structure. The plan is to disband both
police departments and establish a new
police force run by a new three-person
management committee. Although the
presentation confused the issues, at heart
there are two distinct aspects of the plan:
the operational aspect of combining the
forces, and how the combined force would
be governed and funded in a joint meet-
ing structure.

Three of the Scotch Plains Democrat
council members support the plan, in-
cluding Councilman Beckerman who is a
deciding vote on this issue and is now
running for election. The plan is a bad
deal for Scotch Plains. The plan is being
rushed through to fill budget gaps created
this year with the hope that voters will
focus on possible cost savings and not
pay attention to the bad municipal gover-
nance aspects of the joint meeting ar-
rangement. Under the plan, in exchange
for the average household saving less
than $2 a week, Scotch Plains will give
up the ability to properly manage its
budget and municipal priorities. These
will be passed over to a committee where
we will pay three-quarters of the costs,
but appoint only one of three members.

The presentation described estimated
savings of about $85 annually per aver-
age household in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood (less than $2 a week). Most of
these savings will come from a reduction
in the workforce, with vague references
that this hopefully will be accomplished
thru retirements.

Fanwood will not move forward with

a combination of police forces except
under the joint meeting arrangement
where there will be a management com-
mittee consisting of three people, one
appointed by Fanwood, one by Scotch
Plains and one by those two appointees.
The committee will establish the budget
for the police department and have full
control over the department, its structure
and its staffing. Scotch Plains will be
required to accept whatever budget is
decided upon by the committee. Nothing
was said as to what role our Chief
Mahoney will have. That’s disturbing.

Under the joint meeting, Scotch Plains
will bear about three-quarters of the cost
and risk of the merged police department.

Councilman Beckerman, Mayor
Glover and Deputy Mayor Gialanella
expressed strong support for the plan,
including Scotch Plains’ one-third repre-
sentation on the management committee
while being obligated to bear three-quar-
ters of the costs and risks. In their rush to
“do something,” they did not address
why giving up budget control and finan-
cial flexibility and abdicating responsi-
bility over one-third of the town’s budget
– much less while being on the hook for
three-quarters of the cost and risk while
saving less than $2 a week – made any
sense at all for Scotch Plains.

Councilmen Vastine and Marcus raised
a number of questions regarding the con-
sequences to Scotch Plains of the joint
meeting structure, and Mr. Vastine said
that he did not support the plan. Both
agreed that a merged police force could
result in savings; their issues related to
the joint meeting structure.

Not even one of the public comments
supported the joint meeting concept. The
public was concerned that there are many
unanswered questions regarding the plan
(how budget caps will impact cost alloca-
tion, what officers will ‘retire’ and what
if they don’t, whether the PBA groups
agree with the plan, will the savings
result in a tax reduction or just provide
more money to be spent elsewhere?).
Some questioned the management and
financial arrangements (someone noted
that on the Board of Ed, Scotch Plains has
seven of the nine spots). Others noted
that in 20 other instances in New Jersey
towns rejected using the joint meeting
approach. We’d be the first for a police
department.

The politicians’ tried to relate every-
thing back to the cost savings of a merger
and that the police chiefs were confident
that public safety would not be affected;
they consistently ignored the bad aspects
of the joint meeting approach. It was
almost as if they wanted the public to
think that the only way to accomplish a
merger and get the costs savings is to use
a joint meeting. And that’s just wrong.
Traditional shared service arrangements
can be carefully structured to give each
town control over important issues. It
happens all the time with partnership and
joint venture arrangements in the busi-
ness world.

Rich Fortunato
Scotch Plains

Garwood Mayor Quattrocchi
Expounds on Borough Issues

After reading the coverage of the
Garwood Candidates’ Forum, which took
place at the Pointe, on October 24, I am
compelled to clear up a few of the com-
ments that have appeared in local news
media.

I read that the Athletic Field Complex
Project was one-year behind schedule.
This is puzzling to say the least as ground
was broken in December 2012 and it is
not yet December 2013. Yes, there have
been some delays along the way.

Superstorm Sandy was a major and
unavoidable one; others so far, have been
inconveniences and have been addressed
at no cost to the borough. There are no
cost overruns to date. Doom and gloom
predictions regarding costs are certainly
premature and problems with construc-
tion projects are to be expected.

It is also worth noting that the project
was scaled back before we went out for
bids and it received council approval in
the late summer of 2012. Further, the
original plans from the prior administra-
tion called for geo-thermal heating/cool-
ing and glass walls. These items were
considered too costly and the glass walls
not practical at a children’s sports com-
plex. Hardly “high end upgrades” the
glass siding was replaced with a practi-
cal, sturdy alternative, which made per-
fect sense as did replacing almost 30-year
old kitchen equipment with newer en-
ergy efficient models.

Calling the project a “level 3 trending
a level 4 disaster” is irresponsible fear
mongering.

I have never made it a secret that I
believe redevelopment to be the path
toward tax relief in the borough. Eminent
domain is not a suitable option and the

recent resolution passed by the council to
study a specific area for redevelopment
makes it a non-issue not to be employed.
Again, even the suggestion that it will be
considered is irresponsible.

Shared services is a complex issue and
this administration has made continuous
efforts to enter into new cost savings
arrangements. However, other munici-
palities have to be willing and interested
as well. We have recently pursued and/or
investigated arrangements for DPW,
shade tree, and police dispatch. For years
the borough has had shared board of
health and construction departments. One
year ago we entered into a shared contract
for office cleaning and most recently
with the county signed a contract for use
of a ladder truck for the fire department.
We also employ cost savings by contract-
ing with the county for road salt, fuel and
printing services.

As mayor, may I suggest that residents
contact council members directly regard-
ing their respective area of responsibility
for up to date info: Athletic Field Com-
plex and Police Commissioner –
Lpetruzzelli@garwood.org; Council
President and Finance Chair –
Stodisco@garwood.org; Buildings and
Grounds Chair –
Sblaufeder@garwood.org; Streets and
Roads Chair – Wnierstedt@garwood.org,
and Laws and License Chair –
Apalmer@garwood.org.

Please feel free to contact me directly
by phone at (908) 789-0710 or e-mail
Pquattrocchi@garwood.org with any
concerns.

Patricia Quattrocchi
Garwood Mayor

The Westfield Leader and The Times
NO HORSIN’ AROUND...Be our guest to a free, three-month subscription, no
horsin’ around. We’ll mail the newspaper to your home throughout the region.
Sign up at http://www.goleader.com/form/sub_trial.htm. The website works
better than ObamaCare.

Westfield, Election Day
Vote ‘Yes’ on Public

Question 3
Having just received the sample bal-

lot, Public Question 3 comes with enough
text to make your eyes glaze over in the
brief time you have in the voting booth.
For the voter who is unfamiliar with the
issue, it is not the usual board of educa-
tion request for more money. It is a re-
quest for voter approval to modify the
original $13.6-million bond proposal that
was approved last December, in order to
accept a 40 percent grant from the state
with respect to the $6.7 million of re-
maining roof replacement costs. We will
only get this state money if we vote Yes.

One does wonder why the roof bond
proposal that was approved did not in-
clude wording to permit getting state
money without this current ballot ex-
pense or if there were any circumstances
under which more of the total $13.6 mil-
lion could have been subsidized. How-
ever, what matters now is that voting Yes
will save Westfield taxpayers over $3
million in debt service costs with respect
to the remaining roof expenses.

Jeff Bash
Westfield

Some Issues With the Skate Park At
Forest Road Park in Fanwood

The following are a few items not
reported, but which were talked about, at
the two recreation meetings along with
some of my thoughts on those items:

At the recreation meeting on Tuesday,
October 22, Recreation Director Bob
Budiansky reported that in order for the
skate park to be covered under the town’s
insurance policy, the skate park must be
inspected every day. He then stated that
Fanwood does not currently have the
manpower to do that. What does that
mean, an additional cost to hire someone
to conduct those inspections?

2. The skate park will be self-super-
vised with a sign stating the rules. Who is
going to make sure helmets are worn.
Most skateboarders I see do not wear
them. The current rules of the park are
routinely violated, especially in this day
and age of entitlement, where people do
not believe the rules apply to them. This
is of great concern to the taxpayers who
are neighbors of the park.

The skate park will be constructed of
durable concrete built to last. How long is
that? It was admitted there was a wooden
skate park in La Grande Park that fell into
disrepair, not unlike other park facilities,
including the hockey rink that the skate
park will replace, as well as the tennis
courts. No one on the commission has
guaranteed the new skate park will be
properly maintained and repaired as
needed or that in general any extra effort
will be made to improve maintenance of
the existing park. Mr. Budiansky has
already acknowledged that Fanwood has
a manpower shortage. How do we know
the skate park will be properly built,
without any short cuts taken, as was done
when new drainage was installed in the
fields? Free, inadequate dirt was used to
finish the fields, which prevented the
roots from the sod to adequately take
hold. Fast forward to this summer when
a sprinkler system was installed to cor-
rect the inadequate grass. Another waste
of taxpayer money.

Also not mentioned was the skate
park’s close proximity to the playground
area where young children and toddlers
play daily. Bad language and safety is-
sues should be a big concern to the par-
ents who bring our youngest citizens to
enjoy the park.

There are no plans yet for the skate
park, only loose renderings based on
dimensions. How can they say the project
will cost $124,000 without plans or bids?

Mention of a survey was made. A
survey was sent out a few years ago. I
don’t believe a skate park was a part of
that survey. It was admitted that the re-
sponse to the survey was poor. Ninety
people responded that their number one
wish was a walking path and voila; a
walking path was built. That was 90
people out of a population of 7,300 people.
So why does it matter that most of the
people attending the meeting were resi-
dents of homes bordering the park? They
are the taxpayers directly affected by this
proposal. They are the people who know
first hand what goes on in the park. This
meeting was advertised and very few
skate park advocates attended.

It was evident to me that the recreation
commission had already made up its mind
about going ahead with the skate park at
the October 17 meeting. While I thank
them for giving up their time volunteer-
ing to be on the commission, their recom-
mendation is just that, a recommenda-
tion. It is now up to the council to deter-
mine if it is feasible and in the best
interest of all taxpayers. Please don’t let
the wishes of a few become the financial
responsibility of all, especially when
Fanwood can’t take care of the facilities
they already have.

The next borough council meeting
will be held on Monday, November
18 at 7:30 p.m. in Fanwood Borough
Hall.

Phyllis Mahoney
Fanwood

Candidate Krauss Calls for Restoring
Bipartisan Union County Government
On November 5th, you have an oppor-

tunity to make history by changing the
face of the Union County Board of Free-
holders. Fifteen years of one-party rule
hasn’t provided healthy, fiscally respon-
sible government. When you elect Krauss,
Martini and Geiger you help yourself by
creating a bipartisan board of freeholders
ensuring the necessary checks and bal-
ances you need for a healthy government.
You need someone to keep an eye on
them otherwise you are going to guaran-
tee yourself higher taxes in the coming
years, essentially giving them carte
blanche to spend your money any way
they want with no oversight.

I have no doubt that this coming week-
end you will be subjected to negative
campaign literature from our opponents,
Carter, Kowalski and Granados. They
will attempt to link us to our party and
issues on the national and state level,
which are not controlled by county or
local politics and have no bearing on
what we want to accomplish for you.

Keep in mind the Democrats have uni-
laterally run the county for 15 years.
Their record is crystal clear, higher taxes
– 110 percent increase, wasted spending

– MusicFest, Galloping Hills Golf Course,
lifetime health benefits to Union C ounty
employees, Union County Directions news-
paper, lack of accountability – Neil Palmeiri,
and Generatorgate, party patronage posi-
tions – former freeholder Daniel Sullivan,
now Union County Improvement Author-
ity (UCIA) director and Union County
Utilities Authority (UCUA) director; Char-
lotte DeFlippo, former UCIA director and
Democratic Party chairwoman; Assembly-
man Joe Cryan, Union Couny undersheriff;
Gerald Green Jr., Union County undersher-
iff and son of Assemblyman/party chair
Gerald Green Sr., and hiring Deborah
Scanlon, former freeholder in specially-
created position at the county Dept.of Hu-
man Services, and the list goes on.

Our goal is to restore bipartisanship to
county government, be your eyes and
ears as to what’s going on and report back
to you. Make sound fiscal decisions and
streamline county government. Let us
work for you for a better Union County.

Marc A. Krauss
Union County Freeholder Candidate

VOTE NOV. 5
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Historical Soc. to Experience
‘A Piece of Greece’ Nov. 6

WESTFIELD — “A Piece of
Greece” will be the title of a slide
presentation by Parthena Rosahl at
the First Wednesday Luncheon of
the Westfield Historical Society. The
program will take place at noon on
November 6 at the Echo Lake Coun-
try Club, located at 515 Springfield
Avenue in Westfield.

The Hellenic Republic, as Greece
is officially named, is a country of
11 million people in Southeast Eu-
rope. Its history dates back to the
Paleolithic era, although this pre-
sentation will start with the
Minoans, whose civilization was
built on the island of Crete. Athens
and the golden age of Pericles, as
well as the Roman contributions to
Greek geography and culture, will
be included as well.

The birth of Christianity and the
widespread impact of religion for
the “Hellenes” during the reign of
the Ottoman Empire were followed
by independence, civil war and dic-
tatorship. The country was finally
able to return to a democracy in the
20th century.

Mrs. Rosahl will add a personal
piece to describe the Greece she
lived in for more than 20 years and
her experience growing up just out-
side Athens, where she also was
married. She is a graduate of Ath-
ens University in Greece, with a
degree in English and Greek Lan-
guage and Philology. Mrs. Rosahl
currently is an executive assistant
at the Westfield Historical Society
as well as a tutor trainer for Lit-
eracy Volunteers of America.

All those wishing to attend the

luncheon may make a reservation
by calling (908) 233-2930 by noon
on Monday, November 4. The cost
of the luncheon is $25 for members
and $30 for non-members.

IN THE PINK...Pink Links, a group of 20 Westfield area women on a mission to
raise awareness about breast cancer and the importance of self-exams, walked 40
miles October 19 and 20 in New York City in the Avon Walk for Breast Cancer
in support of their good friend Hillary Kaplan and other special women in their
lives. Together, they raised over $70,000. Pictured, from left to right, are: Bottom
row, Lisa Meiselman, Pam Friedman, Miriam Silver Verga, Helene Coustan,
Lauren LaConti, Jennifer Wallis, Leanne Glassman and Jonna Berman, and top
row, Gerri Rothfleisch, Amy Rollins, Beth Jarecki, Lauren Roth, Nicole Frankel,
Allison Cohen, Laurie Grossman, Heather Bloch, Pamela Sachs, Renee Sherman,
Lauren Gottlieb and Nicole Coyle.

Eliza Bryen Is Raising
Funds to Fight Crohn’s

WESTFIELD — Eliza Bryen, a
junior at Westfield High School, is
determined to find a cure for
Crohn’s Disease. Diagnosed at age
11, Eliza says, “I want to do what-
ever I can so other children and
adults don’t have to suffer like I
did.” Eliza is doing well now, thanks
to monthly infusions of medicine.

Last spring, she went to Washing-
ton, D.C. to lobby for more research,
and recently she joined Team Chal-
lenge New Jersey, a group of 25
people who are raising money while
training together to run in a half-
marathon in November. To donate
to Eliza’s fund-raising efforts and to
learn more about the disease and her
journey, visit active.com/donate/
vegasNJ13/NJEBryen.

“Your Hometown Animal Hospital”

908-233-6030

Caring for dogs, cats, birds & exotics
Wellness exams & House calls

Full Service Medical, Dental & Surgical Facility

Visit westfieldanimal.com 
for our Current Specials and Promotions!

FREE Exam for 
New Clients*

*A $75 value. For new hospital clients only. One coupon per client. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

1st Night of 
Boarding FREE*

*For new boarders only.  One coupon per client.  
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

$5 Off 
Your Next Visit*

*For existing hospital clients only. One coupon per client.
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Offer expires 12/31/13

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski 

Presents 

 

 Back row: Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq. & Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) 

  Front row: Eva Uhrik, Esq. and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. 

 

5 Lawyers, 5 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates 

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including 

custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child 

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence, 

palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions 

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference 

 

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. 

340 North Avenue 

Cranford, New Jersey 07016 

(908) 272-0200 

www.dughihewit.com 

Financial Bubbles to Be
Topic of Library Program

SCOTCH PLAINS — The public
is invited to the Scotch Plains Public
Library on Monday, November 4, at
7 p.m. to hear Professor William
Rapp, director of NJIT’s Leir Center
for Financial Bubble Research, and
Assistant Professor Michael Ehrlich,
associate director.

They will talk about the origins and
work of the center, the importance of
understanding financial bubbles and
the development of forecasting tools
to aid investors and policymakers.
Copies of their recent book, “Bubble,
Bubble, Toil and Trouble: An Analyti-

cal Exploration of Bubbles” will be
available for purchase and signing.

This program will be the second
in the Scotch Plains Public
Library’s New Jersey Business and
Innovation series.

All library programs are free and
open to everyone. Attendees are en-
couraged to register through the
library’s website, scotlib.org; by call-
ing (908) 322-5007, extension no. 204,
or by e-mail at library@scotlib.org.
The library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue, one block from Park Avenue,
in the center of the township.

Hadassah Chapter
To Meet Monday

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Chapter of Hadassah will hold a gen-
eral meeting on Monday, November
4, at noon at Temple Emanu-El, lo-
cated at 756 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

Sarit Catz will speak on “Israel and
the Media.” Ms. Catz is director of
the International Letter Writing
Group at CAMERA (the Committee
for Accuracy in Middle East Report-
ing in America), where she monitors
and writes about the media and di-
rects the letter-writing campaign.
Founded in 1982, CAMERA is a
media monitoring, research and mem-
bership organization devoted to pro-
moting accurate and balanced cover-
age of Israel and the Middle East. A
non-partisan organization, CAMERA
takes no position with regard to
American or Israeli political issues
or with regard to ultimate solutions to
the Arab-Israeli conflict.

Prior to the meeting, the book club
will meet at 10:30 a.m. Members are
encouraged to bring lunch. Dessert
and coffee will be served. For addi-
tional information, call Roni Epstein
at (908) 654-5508.

Caregivers Slate
Monday Meeting

WESTFIELD — A support group
for those caring for elderly or
chronically ill loved ones meets on
the first non-holiday Monday of
each month at 7:30 p.m. in the par-
ish center of St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church on Lamberts Mill
Road in Westfield.

The next meeting will take place
on November 4. These are informa-
tion and sharing sessions. For more
information, call Marilyn Ryan at
(908) 232-1214.

Service League Thrift Shop
To Hold Doll and Toy Sale

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Fan-
wood-Scotch Plains Service
League Thrift Shop, located at
1741 East Second Street in Scotch
Plains, will hold its annual Doll
and Toy Sale Tuesday through Sat-
urday, November 5 to 9.

A wide variety of items will be
offered, including books, puzzles,
games, miniature tea sets, trucks and
cars and Legos. Dolls featured in
this year’s sale will include Monster
High, Barbie and Ken, beautifully
dressed baby dolls in all sizes and
vintage/collector dolls, most in their
original boxes. Accessories such as
clothes, carriages, carriers and beds/
bedding also will be available.

During the sale, shoppers addi-
tionally will find the thrift shop
decked out for the upcoming holi-
days with a huge array of seasonal
decorations, wreaths, ornaments,
linens, china and glassware, wrap-
pings and other merchandise. The
usual selection of modestly-priced
clothing and accessories for the
whole family will be available as
well.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ser-

vice League is an all-volunteer, non-
profit organization that has served
local communities since 1974. Any-
one interested in learning more about
the League or League membership is
invited to call (908) 322-5420, visit
scotchplainsthriftshop.weebly.com
or speak to any thrift shop volun-
teers. Shop hours are Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday, 10 a.m. to
2:30 p.m., and Friday and Saturday,
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Donations are al-
ways welcome during business hours.

 Preferred Invisalign Provider“ ”We offer a 12 month interest free payment plan for Invisalign patients.

Special Offer for New Patients:

Custom Take-Home Whitening Kit
for $75. We’d love to meet you!

No purchase of other services required. 

For the past five years, Dr. Arida been 
voted One of America’s Top Dentists“

”— Consumer Research Council of America

Extended Hours Available! Early Morning, Late Evenings & Saturdays for your convenience

BEFORE

BEFORE

AFTER

AFTER

All Dentistry Done In Dr. Arida's Office

Dentistry Tailored to Your Family
For your convenience, we have equipped our practice with the resources and staff to care for your

entire family at the same time. Call and set up appointments for your entire family and we will

coordinate our professionals to service all your dental needs at that one appointment in the minimum

amount of time. Also, with our second location, we have a doctor available for emergencies and

regular treatment nearly sixty hours a week from Monday to Saturday.

Family and Cosmetic Dentistry • No Interest Financing • Dental Implants Placed & Restored

Zoom Laser Whitening • Laser Dentistry • Digital X-Rays • Computerized Decay Detection

Wisdom Tooth Extraction • Coffee / Juice Bar • Emergencies Welcome

New Location!
45 Smull Ave
Caldwell
973.228.0200

Off-street parking!
131 S. Euclid Ave

Westfield
908.654.6262

www.drarida.com

30 Years in Practice

Placed in our office

www.goleader.com
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Clarinetist David Aaron
To Speak at Hale Series

WESTFIELD — “The Big Band
Era — Glenn, Tommy, Jimmy,
Benny” will be the topic of the final
presentation in the 2013 Anne and
Lee Hale Speaker Series.

Clarinetist David
Aaron, who has per-
formed regularly at
Westfield Jazz Nights
since their inception, will
be the speaker at the talk,
slated for Wednesday,
November 6, at 7 p.m. at
the Westfield Memorial
Library, located at 550
East Broad Street.

Mr. Aaron, who has
been performing since he
was young, also worked
in advertising until six
years ago. For years, he focused on
commercial music, but since 1980 he
has concentrated on swing. He report-
edly fell in love with swing music as a
high-school student in Irvington; his
favorite clarinetists were Benny
Goodman, whom Mr. Aaron heard
many times in Newark, and Artie Shaw.

Mr. Aaron regularly conducts mu-
sic programs and is a sought-after

speaker by many organizations and
schools.

The Anne and Lee Hale Series, now
in its sixth season, was founded by
Lee Hale in memory of his wife, Anne,

an active community vol-
unteer until her death in
2007. Mr. Hale passed away
earlier this year.

The series receives its
main funding from The
Thomas Glasser Founda-
tion and the Anne and Lee
Hale Fund. The Friends of
the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary hosts the series.

Previous speakers in the
2013 series included
former Giants quarterback
Dave Brown, Union

County College President Margaret
McMenamin and Martin Robins, di-
rector emeritus of the Alan Voorhees
Transportation Center at Rutgers.

The Aaron talk will be open to the
public but pre-registration is re-
quired. Those planning to attend can
register online at wmlnj.org by click-
ing on the Online Calendar or can
call (908) 789-4090, extension 0.

David Aaron

Speaker to Discuss Lincoln’s
Quest For ‘Better Angels’

WESTFIELD — Lincoln au-
thority Glenn W. LeBoeuf will
present a program entitled “Ten
Moral Moments in the
Life of Abraham Lin-
coln:  His  Life long
Quest to Find the ‘Bet-
ter Angels’ of His Na-
ture” on Friday, No-
vember 8, at 7:30 p.m.
for the Westfield His-
torical Society.

As the storm clouds
of war gathered around
him, Abraham Lincoln,
during his first inaugu-
ral address, urged his
fellow countrymen to
listen to “the ‘better an-
gels’ of our nature.”

Mr. LeBoeuf will show how
throughout his life Lincoln was a
powerful living example of kind-
ness, dedication to the truth, gen-
erosity, empathy, humility, com-

passion and resolve. This program
will be geared to students of his-
tory and to people of all ages.

A lifelong resident
of New Jersey, Mr.
LeBoeuf earned a de-
gree in history from
Monmouth Univer-
s i ty  in  1976 and
taught social studies
in New Providence
from 1977 to 1979.
He participated in
films such as Glory
(1990)  and
Gettysburg (1993).

Free and open to the
public, this presenta-
tion will be held in
the Community Room

of the Westfield Municipal Build-
ing, located at 425 East Broad
Street. Light refreshments will be
served. There is a suggested do-
nation of $5 per person to help
offset costs and support the Soci-
ety. For more information, call
the Westfield Historical Society
at (908) 654-1794.

OUR FRIENDS UP NORTH...Mike Walsh of the Optimist Club of Westfield
welcomes members of the Puslinch Optimist Club of Guelph, Ontario, Canada,
which recently raised $20,000 to help victims of Hurricane Sandy, especially
children. Funds raised by the Canadian club supported the Optimist Club of
South Toms River’s effort to rebuild a local community center. Pictured, from left
to right, are: Mr. Walsh, Don Crow, Paul Hohenadel and Bob Jefferson.

SAVE MONEY! 

( 9 0 8 ) 2 2 8 - 2 4 9 3

www.GreenEnergy-NJ.com

Home Energy Audits 

• Insulation & HVAC Upgrades • State Rebates 

• Lower Utility Bills • Increase Home Comfort 

Cal l  About 50%  off  Audi ts 

Canadian Optimists’ Donation
Benefits N.J. Sandy Recovery
WESTFIELD — Inspired by a

1973 radio broadcast editorial, “The
Americans – A Canadian’s Opin-
ion,” by Gordon Sinclair, a sea-
soned Canadian commentator on
radio station CFRB, and moved by
the news releases on the Hurricane
Sandy devastation in New Jersey,
Paul Hohenadel decided to help.

The Puslinch Optimist Club in
Guelph, Ontario, Canada contacted
the Optimist Club of Westfield in
early 2013 asking if the club was
in need of relief help with a project
to support children affected by Hur-
ricane Sandy. Mike Walsh, a mem-
ber of the Westfield Optimist Club,
connected the Puslinch Club with
the Optimist Clubs of South Toms
River and Brick. Bill Gleason,
president of the South Toms River
Club, quickly requested assistance
to re-build the local community
center, frequented by children all
year, where the local Optimist Club
runs a month-long program for
children in July.

To raise the necessary funds, the
Puslinch Optimist Club held a suc-
cessful first-time Winter Classic
event in February 2013 and raised
approximately $20,000 over a three-
day period. The proceeds were des-
ignated to go to victims of Sandy,
especially programs for children.
The donation to the Optimist Club
of South Toms River will replace
damaged soccer and football equip-
ment and other items needed for the

community center renovations.
Three representatives of the Ca-

nadian Puslinch Optimist Club,
Don Crow, Paul Hohenadel and
Bob Jefferson, arrived in New Jer-
sey on October 9 and were wel-
comed by the Optimist Club of
Westfield at a dinner at Echo Lake
Country Club in Westfield. The
three men then drove to Toms River
to personally present their check
to the Optimist Club of South Toms
River. They spent the day in Toms
River and toured some of the dam-
aged areas to see where their dona-
tion would be used before return-
ing to Ontario.

“Although Sandy created chal-
lenges in Westfield, they paled in
comparison to what the shore com-
munities faced,” said Mike Walsh.
“My goal was to connect the Opti-
mist Clubs and find a project that
needed funding support. Thanks
to the Puslinch Optimists for their
generosity, community awareness
and commitment to the Optimist
Club mission of Service to Youth.”

The Optimist Club of Westfield,
chartered as a chapter of Optimist
International in 1989, is an organi-
zation dedicated to youth and fami-
lies in the local community through
service projects, community ac-
tivities, support for needy families
and academic competitions.

For information about the Opti-
mist Club of Westfield, go to
westfieldnj.com/optimist.

Advanced Wellness of Westfield
439 Central Avenue • Westfield, NJ 07090

908-379-8810

What is Atlas Orthogonal?
Let us help you get your head on straight!

Call and mention
this ad for a free

consultation,
exam and chair

massage!*

Meet the doctors!
See our brand new,

state of the art
location in beautiful

downtown Westfield at our

Grand Opening!
November 2, 2013

439 Central Ave.

12 PM - 6 PM
Healthy and delicious refreshments

Cupcake decorating for the kids
Enter our Wellness Raffle

to win great prizes!

* Offer expires November 30th. Excludes x-rays.

Lower Back Pain & Neck Pain • Migraine Headaches

Sciatica • TMJ • Neuropathy

A.O. is a cutting edge technique that gently straightens
the spine using gentle force on the top vertebrae only.

No drugs. No surgery. No spinal manipulation.

One of the only centers in this area with both lumbar and cervical decompression
tables for nonsurgical treatment of disc herniation and bulging discs

* Stress management * Allergy treatment * Clinical nutrition testing and care

Order YOUR FRESH

“GRAND CHAMPION”

TURKEY EARLY!
Only Pure Natural Juices for that Superb Flavor!

More Edible Meat Per Pound!
Up to 15% More White Meat!

Tender – More Delicious! No Additives!

www.johnsmarket.com

389 Park Avenue • Scotch Plains

(908) 322-7126

SAME TURKEY AS SENT TO

THE WHITE HOUSE

Delivered direct
fresh from the farm

No Middleman -
That’s Important!

Our 75th Year
You will be treated like family
NEW JERSEY’S BEST BUTCHER

3 YEARS IN A ROW

Complete

Listing of

Nutrients

How To

Carve Your

Turkey

Find These

Answers On

Our Website

USDA PRIME
Dry Aged Beef

When you buy
PRIME,

ask to see the
PRIME Stamp

Consistent
Quality

Time
After
Time!

Our Experienced Staff:
Vin, Nick & Vincent Jr. Losavio

Charlie from J&M Market
Robert from O’Connors Meat Market

Stan from Joseph’s Meat Market
Paul from Balducci’s Meat Market in NYC

Brian from Plainfield Country Club
John From NYC Prime

Established 1939 - John, Vinnie, Nick Losavio, Proprietors

All Credit Cards Accepted

DON’T BE FOOLED:

Wine Tasting Event
To Support WCC

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Community Center (WCC) Associa-
tion will sponsor a wine tasting on
Thursday, November 7, from 7 to 11
p.m. at Temple Emanu-El, located at
756 East Broad Street in Westfield.
Activities will include a silent auction,
live entertainment and door prizes.

Assorted cheeses and  hors
d’oeuvres will complement a variety
of wines. Tickets are $30 per person
and $40 per couple. All profits will
benefit the WCC’s Senior Citizens
Program. Tickets may be purchased
by calling the center at (908) 232-
4759 between 9.30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday, or at the door.

Abraham Lincoln

Vietnam Memorial
To Be Dedicated

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Vietnam Veterans Memorial
will be dedicated on Sunday, No-
vember 10, at 1 p.m. at the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building, located
at 430 Park Avenue.

The memorial honors the dedica-
tion, commitment and sacrifice of the
men and women of the United States
armed services who served during
the Vietnam War. It also pays tribute
to local casualties of the Vietnam War
and to all American prisoners of war
and those missing in action (POW/
MIAs). For additional information,
call Joe McCourt at (908) 377-9352.
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   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    

 

Gray Funeral Home      Gray Memorial Funeral Home  

318 East Broad St.       12 Springfield Ave. 

Westfield, NJ  07090      Cranford, NJ  07016 

William A. Doyle Mgr.      Dale R. Schoustra Mgr. 

NJ Lic. Number 2325      NJ Lic. Number  3707 

(908)-233-0143       (908)-276-0092 

Gray Funeral Homes 
Since 1897 

 

 

John-Michael “J.M.” Jones

N.J. Lic. #4869

Director

www.grayfuneralhomes.com

Sidney Goldman, Army Lieutenant;
Family Man and Pharmacy Owner

Sidney Goldman passed away on
Friday, October 25, 2013.

Mr. Goldman was born on Novem-
ber 17, 1919 to Bertha (Baily) and
Benjamin (Beryl) Goldman. He was
predeceased by his parents and sib-
lings, Joe, Morris and Goldie Shapiro.
He resided in Newark, Maplewood,
Livingston and Verona. He was a 1942
graduate of the Rutgers School of
Pharmacy in Newark, which was
where he met the love of his life, Doris
Kasofsky, whom he married in 1944.

He entered the United States Army
in 1943, received his commission as
a second lieutenant and underwent
training in aerial photography and
Japanese.

Upon his discharge from the Army,
Sid opened a retail pharmacy in a
shoebox-sized store in Orange, with
his pharmacist wife Doris an equal
partner in the business.

After a fire destroyed Orange
Drugs, Sid opened a new store in
1966, which became a landmark phar-
macy in New Jersey, offering a wide
variety of products and services.

He sold the business and became
an investor in the fledgling PIC Cor-
poration, at that time an importer of
mosquito coils, which is now being
run by his son-in-law.

Sid is survived by his devoted
wife of 70 years, Doris; his beloved
daughters, Lois Dyer (Frank) and
Phyllis Rubel (Allen), and cherished
grandchildren, Abigail, Lisbeth,
Eric, Lisa and Beth. He also is sur-
vived by six great-grandchildren.

Donations in his memory may be
made to the American Heart Associa-
tion or Hospice of New Jersey.

Graveside services will be held at
the convenience of the family.

October 31, 2013

– Obituaries –
Dr. Marie Ann Browne, 74, Maintained

Psychotherapy Practice In Westfield
Dr. Marie Ann Browne, 74, of

Westfield passed away peacefully
on Wednesday, October 23, 2013,
at her home, surrounded by her lov-
ing family.

Born in Jersey City, Dr.
Browne had resided in
New Brunswick before
moving to Westfield in
1969. Marie was a Regis-
tered Nurse and received
her Ph.D. from Northern
Indiana University.

Dr. Browne taught Psy-
chiatric Nursing at St.
Peter’s Hospital School of
Nursing in New
Brunswick for six years.
Thereafter, she was a Pro-
fessor of Psychiatric Nursing at Bergen
Community College for 38 years.

Dr. Browne, a well-known and
respected author of two books,
wrote “If the Man You Loved was
Abused,” which was a bestseller
and has been referred to in televi-
sion and movies, and “You Can’t

Have Him – He’s Mine.” Both were
published by Alpha Books in Bos-
ton. Dr. Browne also maintained a
psychotherapy practice in Westfield

since 1972.
Marie is survived by her

beloved husband of 52
years, Francis X. Browne,
and their daughter, attor-
ney and author Marlene
Browne Chamberlin, and
her husband, Christopher
Chamberlin, a captain
with United Airlines. She
also is survived by her
brother, Thomas Hynes,
and was predeceased by
another brother, John
Hynes.

A Funeral Mass celebrating Marie’s
life was held on Saturday, October
26, at the Holy Trinity Roman Catho-
lic Church in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the
Dooley Colonial Home, 556 West-
field Avenue in Westfield.

October 31, 2013

At Fellowship Village, 
we have the best 
of both worlds –
a plan in place 
for the future 
that protects our 
assets from the 
rising cost of 
long-term care 
and a vibrant 
independent 
lifestyle.

A Part of Fellowship 
Senior Living

Fellowship
Village

8000 Fellowship Road, Basking Ridge, NJ 07920
www.fellowshipseniorliving.org

A non-profit community serving people of all faiths 

Name
Address
City State Zip
Phone
Email

We accept direct admissions 
at ALL levels
Please send me information on:
❑ Independent Living
❑ Assisted Living
❑ Memory Care
❑ Skilled Nursing
❑ Rehabilitation & Wellness

Continuing Care Retirement Community

Fellowship
Village

A Wise Choice
for the Future
“

For a brochure or tour,
call 877-395-1715

”

Dr. Marie A. Browne

POLICE BLOTTER

Joan Goett, 70, Devoted to Family;
Was Longtime Westfield Resident

Joan Goett, who lived in Westfield
from 1972 to 1990, died in Savannah,
Ga. on Thursday, October 17. She
was born and raised on
Staten Island, the daugh-
ter of Arnold and Hilda
Hanson.

In Westfield, when
her children were in the
public schools, Joan was
active in the PTA and
was an elected member
of the Board of Educa-
tion in the mid-1980s.
Although she was an
avid tennis player,
golfer, reader and cross-
word puzzle enthusiast, she espe-
cially enjoyed spending time with
her family. Later in life, nothing
pleased Joan more than the com-
pany of her grandchildren.

She was a graduate of Wells Col-
lege. Her work career included the

Westfield “Y,” where she helped es-
tablish the Early Learning programs
for children. She also was the co-

founder, along with her
daughter, Susan, of AIR
Processing, Inc. in
Statesboro, Ga.

She is survived by her
husband, Harry Goett,
and her three children
from her first marriage,
Susan Brown, Douglas
Unger and James Unger.
She also is survived by
her sister, Marilyn
Cherego; her brother,
Thomas Hanson, and six

grandchildren.
Joan was a devoted mother and

wife as well as a colorful, fun-loving,
intelligent and sympathetic friend to
many.

October 31, 2013

Joan Goett

Congregation Beth Israel
Slates Blood Drive Sunday

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Men’s
Club of Congregation Beth Israel will
hold its autumn blood drive this Sun-
day, November 3, from 9:30 a.m. to 1

p.m. at the synagogue. Run by The
Blood Center of New Jersey (BCNJ),
it will be open to anyone in the com-
munity, age 18 or older, who is medi-
cally eligible to donate blood. No pre-
registration is required. A continental
breakfast will be served to all donors.

Congregation Beth Israel’s blood
drive is part of a Super Community
Blood Drive organized by the BCNJ in
response to a current severe blood short-
age. During this Super Community
Blood Drive, everyone who donates
blood between now and January 17,
2014 will be entered into a sweepstakes
to win two tickets to the Super Bowl at
Met Life Stadium in February 2014.

The Men’s Club hosts an autumn
and spring blood drive annually. The
synagogue has partnered with the
BCNJ for more than 20 years.

Congregation Beth Israel is located
at 18 Shalom Way, at the corner of
Martine Avenue, in Scotch Plains.
For more information, call the syna-
gogue office at (908) 889-1830 or
Walter Chinoy, Blood Drive chair-
man, at (908) 230-0062.

‘Grandma’s’ Bazaar
To Be Held Saturday
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Annual

Grandma’s Attic Bazaar will be held
at the Scotch Plains Baptist Church
this Saturday, November 2, from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. It will benefit causes
including special mission projects and
aid to needy children.

Merchandise will include one-of-a-
kind items, both brand-new and used;
Christmas and gift items; toys; clothes
for the entire family; china; glass-
ware; kitchen and household items.

The church is located at 333 Park
Avenue in Scotch Plains, across from
Bank of America, between Mountain
Avenue and Grand Street. Visitors
are asked to use the Grand Street
entrance. For further information and
directions, call the church office at
(908) 322-5487.

Westfield
Sunday, October 20, Tiffany Jenkins,

31, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding Westfield warrant for $178
after surrendering herself at police head-
quarters. She was processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Monday, October 21, a gray
“Freestyle” wallet was turned in at
police headquarters by a town resident
after it was located on the sidewalk on
Standish Avenue. Attempts to contact
the wallet’s owner were unsuccessful.
The wallet was secured for safekeep-
ing.

Wednesday, October 23, Johnny
Ayaviri, 32, of Clifton was arrested on
an outstanding Garwood warrant for
$89 following a motor vehicle stop on
Central Avenue near Lenox Avenue.
He was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released after post-
ing bail.

Wednesday, October 23, Roche
Landolf, 27, of Roselle was arrested on
four outstanding criminal warrants
pursuant to a prisoner pickup at the
Monmouth County jail. The warrants
were issued by Westfield, in the amount
of $1,486; Newark, $1,000; Roselle,
$750, and Elizabeth, $250. Landolf
was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and held in lieu of bail.

Wednesday, October 23, a resident
of the 300 block of Livingston Street
reported the theft of two items from his
rear yard, including the base to a draft-
ing table and a railroad bar with a chisel
point. Both items were suspected to
have been stolen during the week of
October 13. Neighbors reported a sus-
picious black motor vehicle, described
as a Honda, in the area. There are no
suspects at this time.

Thursday, October 24, a resident of
the 1700 block of Florida Street re-
ported the theft of Halloween decora-
tions, valued at $75. There are no sus-
pects at this time.

Thursday, October 24, an employee
of a business on the 50 block of Cardi-
nal Drive reported an incident of check
fraud. According to police, someone
fraudulently issued $4,973 in checks
from accounts belonging to the busi-
ness that were unauthorized.

Friday, October 25, the owner of a
2011 Ford van reported the vehicle was
the target of criminal mischief while
parked overnight on the 200 block of
East Broad Street. Someone smashed
the driver’s-side mirror of the van. There
are no suspects at this time.

Saturday, October 26, Shiraan T.
Singleton, 31, of Roselle responded to
police headquarters to satisfy an active
Westfield traffic warrant. Singleton was
processed and released after posting
$200 cash bail.

Saturday, October 26, a motor ve-
hicle was reported stolen from a busi-
ness on the 400 block of East South
Avenue. It was later recovered on the
same date in Newark. Westfield police
confirmed that Newark authorities also
had arrested a suspect in the case,
identified as Vladimir Cordones of
Roselle.

Saturday, October 26, Joseph J.
McGowan, 3rd, 36, of Lanoka Harbor
was arrested on a Westfield warrant for
$500 at the Garden State Parkway Exit
131 Colonia Rest Stop area. He was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and held in lieu of bail.

Sunday, October 27, a resident of the
200 block of Ross Place reported the
theft of a black HTC Inspire cell phone,
valued at $549. The theft is believed to
have occurred from the victim’s resi-
dence between noon and 5:30 p.m. on
October 25.

Fanwood
Monday, October 21, Denise Kreger,

51, of Fanwood was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) following an investigation into
a hit-and-run motor vehicle accident
on the 50 block of Kempshall Terrace.
According to police, Kreger was asked
to exit the vehicle to perform field
sobriety tests, which she was unable to
complete. She was transported to po-
lice headquarters, processed and re-
leased to a responsible person.

Tuesday, October 22, a resident of
the 30 block of North Avenue reported
that a package, valued at $155, was
delivered to her house and stolen from
her porch.

Tuesday, October 22, Eric Horstman,
39, of Piscataway was arrested and
charged with three counts of a lewd act
in the Borough of Fanwood. During
the investigation, it was learned that
Horstman may have committed simi-
lar acts in Watchung, Clark and West-
field, police said. Bail was set at $6,000.

Wednesday, October 23, Kwain
Beddoe, 22, of Avenel was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop at
Martine and Portland Avenues on an
active warrant out of Sayreville. He
was processed, posted bail and released.

Thursday, October 24, a resident of
the 90 block of Chetwood Terrace re-
ported that someone stole a decorative
pumpkin, valued at $20.

Friday, October 25, a resident of the
10 block of Crest Lane reported some-
one smashed the rear window and both
tail lights of her motor vehicle.

Monday, October 28, Andre Mor-
gan, 25, of Plainfield was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop at South
Avenue and Shady Lane on an active
warrant out of Metuchen. He was pro-
cessed, posted bail and released.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, October 22, the foreman of

a Terrill Road construction site reported
that sometime overnight someone ille-
gally dumped a large pile of dirt at the
site.

Thursday, October 24, a resident of
Jerusalem Road reported that someone
made approximately $900 in purchases
on his credit card without his authori-
zation.

Thursday, October 24, a resident of
Black Birch Road reported that some-
one made approximately $400 in pur-
chases on her credit card without her
authorization.

Thursday, October 24, Thomas
Macken, 19, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested on an outstanding $358 warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Friday, October 25, a fraud investi-
gator from a Westfield Avenue bank
reported that a suspect deposited six
fraudulent checks in an account.

Saturday, October 26, a resident of
Lake Avenue reported that sometime
overnight someone scratched the side
door of her motor vehicle.

Sunday, October 27, Carlos Aguilar,
26, of South Plainfield was arrested and
charged with obstruction of justice after
police responded to Flanders Avenue on
a report of an individual trying to enter
a motor vehicle. When police arrived
they found Aguilar intoxicated and
dressed in a “Mr. Incredible” costume,
police said. Aguilar was arrested after he
refused to answer the officer’s questions
and he tried to run away. It was deter-
mined that he had been drinking at a
Halloween party and thought the car
was his, authorities reported. He was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CANDIDATES DEBATE...Candidates for Westfield Council look pensive on
October 24 during a televised debate held at Westfield Town Hall. Top photo,
council candidates, pictured, left to right, are: Sam Della Fera, David Oliveira
and Matt Sontz. Bottom photo, Moderator Lauren Barr, center, and mayoral
candidate Andrew Skibitsky, right, listen as mayoral candidate Councilman
David Haas answers a question.
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POWER WASHING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and

Snow Removal Services
908-756-0090   www.grimebustersnj.com

Free Estimates / Fully Insured

  

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Removal

Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

PATIOS - DRIVEWAYS

WALKWAYS

RETAINING SYSTEMS

DRAINAGE SYSTEMS

CUSTOM PLANTINGS

OUTDOOR KITCHENS

BULK MATERIALS

908-757-4550

Guaranteed Work       Westfield, NJ      Over 30 yrs. Exp.

NURSERY/LANDSCAPE

FOUR SEASONS

 
 
 

We are a local home delivery 
service of all-natural foods. Our 

meats, seafood & specialty items 
are individually flash-frozen & 
vacuum-sealed. Free David’s 

Cookie Dough for new customers! 

Never Compromise on Quality! 
908.346.1114    

www.smartbuynaturalfoods.com 

We are a local home delivery 
service of all-natural foods. Our

meats, seafood & specialty items 

�

Goods & Services You Need

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Scotch Plains Library Plans
To Honor JFK’s Legacy

SCOTCH PLAINS — Fifty years
after the death of President John F.
Kennedy, the Scotch Plains Public
Library will host a series of events
to commemorate his legacy. The
library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue, one block from Park Av-
enue, in the center of the township.

On Thursday, November 7, at 7
p.m., Scott D. Reich will discuss
and read excerpts from his new
book, “The Power of Citizenship:
Why John F. Kennedy Matters to a
New Generation.” Books will be
available for purchase and signing.

On Saturday, November 23, at 1 p.m.,
a bagpiper from the Essex County Em-
erald Society Pipes and Drums will play
a selection of Irish tunes, including “The
Boys of Wexford,” President Kennedy’s
favorite. This performance will take place
at the library entrance, moving inside in
the case of inclement weather.

On Monday, December 9, at 7 p.m.,
Colonel Paul L. Miles, U.S. Army
(retired) will discuss “The New Fron-
tier in Vietnam: John F. Kennedy’s
Policy and Strategy.” Colonel Miles

taught military and diplomatic his-
tory at Princeton University from
1999 to 2013. During his military
service, he commanded an engineer
company at Cam Ranh Bay, served as
aide de camp to the chief of staff of
the Army and was a member of the
U.S. military delegation to the Paris
Conference on Vietnam.

The library also will display a
four-panel exhibit entitled “The
Kennedy Connection,” which show-
cases the contributions of the
Kennedy family to disability aware-
ness. On loan from the Museum of
disABILITY History in Buffalo,
N.Y., the exhibit will be displayed
at the library from Monday, No-
vember 4, through November 23.

These programs will be free and
open to all and are funded by dona-
tions from Friends of the Scotch
Plains Public Library and Beckerman
& Company. Attendees are encour-
aged to register through the library’s
website, scotlib.org, by calling (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or by
e-mail at library@scotlib.org.

‘Tech Talk’ Is Open
To Older Adults

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area “Y” will host “Tech Talk,” a
Lunch and Learn program for active
older adults. It will take place on Thurs-
day, November 7, from 12:30 to 2
p.m. at the Main “Y” Facility, located
at 220 Clark Street in Westfield.

Open to “Y” members and non-
members, “Tech Talk” will be led by
“Y” volunteer Candy Pantano, who
will share her iPad and iPhone knowl-
edge with the group. Participants can
bring their iPad and iPhone with them
to the Lunch and Learn program.

Space is limited and pre-registra-
tion is required by today, Thursday,
October 31. For more information,
access westfieldynj.org or visit the
Welcome Center at the Main “Y”
Facility.

Anyone with questions is asked
to call the Westfield Area “Y”’s
Health and Wellness Director, Jean
White, at (908) 233-2700, exten-
sion no. 246, or to e-mail her at
jwhite@westfieldynj.org.

New Community Church
To Celebrate First Year

GARWOOD — All are invited to
attend a special celebration this Sun-
day, November 3, at 9:30 a.m. at
The Westwood commemorating one
full year since the launch of the
New Community Church.

Senior Pastor Jeff Ebert will
preach, and for this milestone event
there will be an expanded band and
a special children’s program, com-
plete with balloons and T-shirts. On
Sunday, Pastor Ebert will kick off a
new sermon series entitled “Get-
ting thru what you’re going thru,”
based on Psalms 23.

New Community began one year
ago when a group of people from
Westfield, Cranford, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Garwood and Rahway
came together to worship and serve
Jesus Christ. As a campus of The
Presbyterian Church at New Provi-
dence, the mission is the same: To
develop a community of commit-
ted Christ-followers who are in-

No. 15 Ridge Outscores
Cranford Cougar Gridders

The 15th-ranked Ridge Red Dev-
ils football team kept its record un-
blemished at 7-0 with a 49-28 vic-
tory over the 4-3 Cranford Cougars
in Basking Ridge on October 25.

Matthew Soulas and Liam
Derkasch each rushed for a pair of
touchdowns, and Nick Franzese
sprinted for a touchdown and
grabbed a touchdown pass from quar-
terback Conor Hughes, who also
galloped for a 65-yard touchdown.

Cougar quarterback John
Oblachinski scored the game’s first
touchdown on a short run in the first
quarter. Oblachinski finished with
39 yards on 19 carries and com-
pleted five of 13 passes for 139
yards, including a 73-yard touch-
down completion to Luke
Christiano, who also finished with
two receptions for 106 yards and
eight rushing yards on three carries.

Wide receiver Jack McCaffrey
had three receptions for 62 yards.
Joe Norton had two receptions for
11 yards, and Donavin Walker had
a 16-yard reception and 48 rushing
yards on 11 carries in addition to
one pass completion for 36 yards.
Sophomore quarterback Jack
Schetelich completed two passes
for 20 yards and ran for 66 yards on
16 carries, which included two
fourth-quarter touchdown runs. Dan

DeLayo carried three times for 18
yards. Troy Ketler kicked four
points after touchdown.

After Oblachinski’s early touch-
down run, the Red Devils came back
with a fury with 28 points by half-
time, the first coming late in the
first quarter by Derkasch. Hughes
added his 65-yard touchdown run
in the second quarter then Derkasch
came across with an eight-yard
touchdown run. During that surge,
Christiano had his 73-yard touch-
down reception. Hughes then con-
nected with Franzese for a 51-yard
touchdown.

In the third quarter, Franzese
sprinted 53 yards for another touch-
down to make the score, 35-14. In
the fourth quarter, Schetelich an-
swered with his first touchdown
then Soulas added his first touch-
down. Schetelich followed with a
touchdown and Soulas returned the
favor with his second touchdown.

Defensive back Kevin Trotter led
the Cougars with nine tackles and
Christiano had seven tackles and an
interception, along with two pass
knock downs. Lineman Donell
Amaker, linebacker Jake Matthews
and McCaffrey each contributed
four tackles.
Cranford   7   7   0 14 28
Ridge   7 21   7 14 49

** High School Sports Extras **

The Westfield High School girls ten-
nis team used its strong reserve squad
to down the Plainfield Cardinals, 4-1,
at Tamaques Courts in Westfield on
October 24. Blue Devil sophomore
Catherine King defeated Aline
Nkengfack, 6-1, 6-1, at first singles.
Cardinal Anima Anwar topped Shan-
non O’Donnell, 6-1, 6-4, at second

singles, and Blue Devil Maddie Levy
stopped Ariel Brown, 6-0, 6-0, at third
singles.

Blue Devils Kayla Bleich and Caro-
lina Sanchez beat Jasmine Ortiz and
Carmien Divila, 6-0, 6-0, at first doubles.
Blue Devils Maria Nemeth and Ana
Ionescu defeated Marilyn DuVerge and
Deana Strajescu, 6-1, 6-0.

Lady Blue Devils Down Cardinals in Tennis, 4-1

Junior Musical Club
Begins New Season

MUSICAL CLUB… The 2012-2013 Officers of the Junior Musical Club, pic-
tured, right to left, are: Daniel Zheng, Hermes Suen, Belle Lin, Katherine
Purachev, Samantha Tropper and Kristin Hauge. Not pictured is Neeraj Shekhar.

WESTFIELD — The Junior Mu-
sical Club, consisting of eighth
grade and high school students from
Westfield and nearby towns, began
its 2013-2014 season with a meet-
ing in Westfield at the home of
Hermes Suen on October 6. The
new officers of the Executive Board
are: Kristin Hauge, President;
Samantha Tropper, Vice-President
of Auditions; Belle Lin, Vice-Presi-
dent of Programs; Katherine
Purachev, Treasurer; Daniel Zheng,
Secretary; Neeraj Shekhar, Public-
ity and Website; and Hermes Suen,
Hospitality.

The club holds meetings once
each month on Sunday evening at
the homes of various club mem-
bers. Each meeting consists of dis-
cussions about future ensemble con-
certs or events that the club could
attend, and club members perform
some of their current repertoire for
one another.

The club holds two concerts each
year at the First Baptist Church of
Westfield, open to the public and
free of charge. This season’s En-
semble Concert will be performed

on April 2 at 7:30 p.m., presenting
all club members in duets and group
performances.

On June 12 at 7 p.m., the high
school senior members perform solo
pieces in the Graduation Recital.

In order to become a member, a
musician must perform at one of
the auditions scheduled three times
a year, in November, February or
June. The next audition for the Jun-
ior Musical Club will be held on
Thursday, November 17, in Scotch
Plains. It is open to students in grade
8 through 12 who play any instru-
ment or are vocalists. The auditioner
must perform two pieces in con-
trasting styles. Total playing time
should be five to eight minutes in
length. Auditioners are encouraged
to perform some portion of a piece
from memory.

If a musician needs an accompa-
nist, the applicant is expected to
provide one. To obtain an audition
form and/or to request the name of
a possible accompanist, the musi-
cian may call Samantha Tropper
(908) 769-4136 or email
juniormusicalclub@gmail.com.

wardly strong and outwardly fo-
cused.

At New Community, the worship
service provides a blend of contem-
porary Christian music with rel-
evant Biblical preaching. Sunday
school is provided for youngsters
through grade 8. Childcare for the
youngest children also is available.

Contemporary worship services
are held each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. at
The Westwood, located at 438 North
Avenue in Garwood. For more in-
formation, visit
newcommunitynj.org.

HI’s EYE…Westfield High School’s weekly student-run newspaper, Hi’s Eye,
has been named a finalist in the 2013 National Scholastic Press Association’s
(NSPA) Pacemaker competition. It is the only one in New Jersey and one of six
in the entire country considered a finalist for student newspapers consisting of
eight pages or less. Rosemary DiBattista and Nicole Simone are advisor for Hi’s
Eye. Working on a recent issue are Hi’s Eye are journalists, pictured, left to right,
Lydia Seaman, Elena Arida, standing, Danny Kuhn and Michaela Winberg.

SPF PAL Grid Kids Win Three
Of Six PAL Football Games

The Scotch Plains Fanwood PAL
football teams won three of six games
on October 27 in Scotch Plains. High-
lighting the day was the 27-6 victory
achieved by the B team.

Tied 6-6 at the half, the Raiders
scored 21 unanswered points, using a
strong running attack that rung up
281yards. Kyle Estivene, who scored
on a 35-yard pass in the first half,
chewed up 144 yards, while Alex
Oslislo churned out 120 yards. Nick
Smith, Gianni Caro Esposito, Jahsyn
Silver, Robbie Camisa, JayJay
Sistrunk and Douglas Tibbals pro-
duced solid blocking.

Oslislo, who defensively had a sack
and fumble recovery, snapped the tie
with a 45-yard TD sprint. The Raid-
ers went ahead 19-6 in the fourth
with Estivene’s 50-yard TD run.
Danny Wright hit Oslislo with the
conversion pass. Oslislo sealed the
victory with a 10-yard TD scamper
that was followed by Charlie Fugett’s
PAT kick.

The E Blue team defeated
Bloomfield, 19-6, while the White
team knocked off Perth Amboy, 20-
6, to cap the day. Matt Power guided
the Blue, running for two TDs and
connecting on a 50-yard TD pass
with Jake Monroy. Ethan Costanzo
ran for a conversion and Mikey
Kloepfer, Tommy Wright and
Brendan Faye contributed to the run-
ning game. Jack Pares, Zach Stagaard,
Regan Lucas, Gabe Barco and Colin
Clarke provided the blocking. Nick
Evangelista, who picked off a pass,
Tommy Ricci, Robert Koch and Jake

DeGaetano led the defense.
Anthony Robinson had two TDs

and Ben Root added one TD to steer
the White team past Perth Amboy.
Ronan Yawger, Joshua Madera, Aidan
Robertson, Tyrell Weir-Johnson,
Jacob Eitmanas, Michael Banic and
Russ Starosa provided the blocking.
Zack Harmer and Kenny Nelson each
scored a conversion. Tommy
Schmidt, Ricky Watt, Harmer, Starosa
and Banic recorded sacks.

The A team fell to Bloomfield, 26-
19, slipping to 3-3-1 despite two TDs
from Javin Scott and a TD sprint
from Jhadir Charles. A questionable
penalty late in the game extended a
Bloomfield drive. Zach Fleishman
was solid at QB for SPF.

The SPF C team lost 20-13 to
Bloomfield. Aidan Guma’s second
TD enabled the Raiders to cut the
score to 14-13 in the third period. In
the final quarter, the C team marched
60 yards to the eight where the drive
stalled. Carter Slifer, Jake Hahn,
Patrick Mochnal, Ryan Lusk and Eric
Berkins stood out for the C team.

The D team slipped to 4-3 with its
20-7 setback to Bloomfield. The Raid-
ers received a TD run from Sean
Kennedy. Hayden Widder hit Brian
Roessle on the conversion pass to
slice the Bloomfield lead to 13-7.
Shawn Martin, Marshall Young and
Jack Manville also ran with author-
ity. Alex Werkheiser, Nate Sta Rosa,
Ryan Duthie, Kyle Wester, Kenny
Yeager, Max Salameh, Brighton
Easterling and Justin Handy anchored
the defense.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING A RETURN...Blue Devil Catherine King returned the ball in her first
singles match with Plainfield’s Aline Nkengfack at Tamaques in Westfield on
October 24. The Lady Blue Devils defeated the Cardinals, 4-1.

Mother Seton to
Present Sound of Music

CLARK - On Friday and Saturday
November 22 and 23, at 7:30 p.m.
and on Sunday, November 24, at 2
p.m., Mother Seton Regional High
School in Clark will present its an-
nual school play The Sound of Music.

Ticket prices are as follows: Adults
and Students - $10; Children under
12 and Senior Citizens - $8.00

For further information, call (973)
382-1952 or visit our website at
www.motherseton.org.

HappHappHappHappHappyyyyy
HalloHalloHalloHalloHallowwwwweeneeneeneeneen

Probitas Verus Honos



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, October 31, 2013 Page 11

THE WEEK IN SPORTS
Sports Section

 Pages 11-18 & 9

Frank D. Isoldi, Broker / Sales Associate
#1 Agent Westfield Office: 2006-2012

email: isre@aol.com • Office: 908-233-5555 x 202 • Direct: 908-301-2038 • www.frankdisoldi.com
© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!
Scan to 
View All 
Listings 

and Open 
Houses

Happy Halloween!

STRAVACH FINISHES 2ND WITH PERSONAL BEST 19:11

WF ‘Blue Tsunami’ Captures
UC Girls X-C Championship

By Q.T. RAVEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Ten years in the making, but this
year’s Westfield High School (WHS)
girls “Blue Tsunami” overwhelmed
the field to win its first Union County
cross-country championship since
2003 at Warinanco Park in Roselle on
October 23.

The Lady Blue Devils finished with
a total of 28, ahead of Union Catholic
at 57 and the defending champion
Summit Hilltoppers, who finished
third at 97. Kent Place placed fourth at
105, New Providence took fifth at
134, followed by Governor Livingston
at 145, Cranford at 170 and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (SPF) at 227.

“We’ve ended a drought that had
us slip to a fifth place finish in 2007
and worked our way back to first.
We’ve been second to Summit for
four years now and this was our turn,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Thom
Hornish said.

Summit’s Gillian McIlroy won her
third straight individual title with an
outstanding time of 19:04, but Blue
Devil Gabby Stravach whacked 27
seconds off her previous personal
record (PR) set at the conference meet
on October 15 to cross second in 19:11.

“I was really excited, because
Gillian is a great runner. I didn’t think
our team performed as good as we
could last week, so we cut our PRs

from last week,” Stravach said.
As a reminder, Stravach had 19:39

inked on her left hand.
“My friends and I do this thing

where every time we have a race we
write our PR. That is motivation to
beat our time. This is my time from
last Tuesday,” Stravach explained.

Coming through the “tunnel” past
a half-mile point, Stravach was in the
first pack running behind McIlroy
and was motivated by all her Westfield
teammates and fans.

“I always run when there are a lot
of cheers, it’s easier, because it’s
motivation. You pick up a lot when
there are a lot of cheers. The noise

Blue Devil Boys Break Course Record
At Union County X-C Championship

THE MOST ACCURATE GOLF SIMULATOR IN THE INDUSTRY - PERIOD.
Learn. Play. Improve.

Play 18-holes in less than an hour
Improve your game with instant shot data on every swing

Play in the privacy of your own GolfCave regardless of the weather

Introductory Offer
$25 for 1-hour session*
$50 for 2-hour session

(terms & conditions apply)*

Call, stop in or book your tee time today!   GolfCave, 1 Clarkton Dr, Clark, NJ   732-382-CAVE (2283)   www.golf-cave.com

BALIATICO NETS GAME-WINNER ON YEAGER’S ASSIST

Lady Raiders Nip Cougars
For UCT Soccer Crown, 1-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two unbeaten teams! So, most
likely, something had to give and it
did when sophomore forward Tori
Baliatico took a cross from Kelly
Yeager and slipped the ball under
goalkeeper Megan Pringle with 3:50
remaining in the first half. That edge

held up and the top-seeded Scotch
Plains-Fanwood girls soccer team
earned its eighth Union County Tour-
nament title in nine years with a 1-0
victory over second-seeded Cranford
at Kean University in Union on Octo-
ber 27.

“Kelly Yeager brought it all the
way up from the side. She slid it into

the middle. I had one girl on one side
and another behind me, so I took a
touch and shot it right under the
goalie,” Baliatico explained. “We all
worked well together the whole time.
We worked well to feet. We brought it
up the field as a team.”

“A lot of people didn’t give us any

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KEEPING CLOSE TO THE LEADER...Blue Devil Gabby Stravach, left, and Kent Place’s Sophie DeBode stay close behind
Summit’s Gillian McIlroy at Warinanco Park on October 23. See more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COMING THROUGH THE TUNNEL...Blue Devil Matt Luppino, Raider Alex Livernois and Blue Devil Phil Edwards
come through the tunnel with Summit’s Leland Jones just behind. See more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING A BIG HUG...Head Coach Kevin Ewing gets a big hug from senior Alyssa Riporti after the Raiders defeated
Cranford for the Union County Tournament girls soccer championship at Kean University on October 27 .

Story on next page
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Fanwood Corner Store
34 Martine Ave. (Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

King’s Market
300 South Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Scotch Plains
Mountain & Park Ave. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

Exxon Tiger Mart
421 Central Ave. (Leader)

Krauszer’s
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Robert Treat Deli
113 Quimby St. (Leader)
Westfield Mini Mart

301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood TIMES:
7-11 of Mountainside

921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)
Garwood Shoprite

563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave. W.(Leader/Times)

Baron’s Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Westfield Train Station
South side (Leader/Times)

LUPPINO FINISHES SECOND, EDWARDS 4TH, RUSSO 6TH

Blue Devils Grab 5th Straight
Union County Boys XC Crown

By GHOSTWRITER BLAIR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Records are made to be broken, so
the Westfield High School boys cross-
country team decided it was time by
breaking the course record with a
five-man average time of 16:22.2 to
capture its fifth straight Union County
championship at Warinanco Park in
Roselle on October 23. The previous
time of 16:25 was set by the Blue
Devils in 2011.

The Blue Devils finished with a
total of 36, followed by Summit at
65, Union Catholic at 110, Governor
Livingston at 132 and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood at 149. The Cranford Cou-
gars placed eighth at 202.

Summit Hilltopper Leland Jones,
Blue Devils Matt Luppino, Phil
Edwards and Matt Russo, Andrew
Ghizzone (Union Catholic) and New
Providence Pioneer Jordan Price were
locked in a tight pack early on, but in
the end Jones crossed first with a time
of 15:49, third-best in course history
behind Tim Styler (15:42 in 1998) of
Cranford and Blue Devil Jeff Perrella
(15:43 in 2005). Both were in atten-
dance.

Luppino flirted with a sub-16:00

mark and officially crossed second at
16:00, although he was not sure at the
time if he got under the mark.

“It looked close! It looked close!
Hopefully the time was lenient. I am
hoping I broke 16. I had a 16:16 a
week ago. It would be nice to break
16 to be part of such an elite list,”
Luppino said.

Price finished third in the very fast
field at 16:11, followed by Edwards
at 16:14, Ghizzone at 16:16 and Russo
at 16:18. Raider Alex Livernois fin-
ished eighth at 16:29. Blue Devils
Mike Esler at 16:37 and Andrew
Stockwell at 16:42 finished 11-13.
Raider Joe Dzuback finished 17th at
16:49. Blue Devils Dalton Herzog at
17:02 and Ryan Siegel at 17:10 fin-
ished 20-24.

“The race plan was for Matt to be
big up top against Jones and Price,
then have Phil and Matt Russo chase
for 4-5, then have the 4-7 guys make
a run at the top 10. That would give us
under 40 points, which would be
very hard to beat. Phil and Matt
[Russo] went 4-6, so they did their
jobs well. We knew that their times
would be fast because Matt [Luppino]
and Jones were trying to go after the
record,” Blue Devil Head Coach Chris
Tafelski said.

“I knew we were going to have a lot
of tough runners out there in the
front. The plan was to get up there
and hold on as long as I could. Hope-
fully, when we get to the three miles,
we can finish it up. Leland ran a
tough race. He deserved to win the
race. He was more mentally tough
than I was today,” Luppino said.

“The key to the record was getting
huge races from Mike Esler and An-
drew Stockwell. They were 11th and
13th and set huge personal bests. We
needed those guys to step up, espe-
cially since Ryan Siegel had a tough
day. He had a block of wood stuck
under his spike for two and a half
miles and still managed to run just a
few seconds off his best. He’s usually
our number 4 guy and was our sev-
enth. Kind of scary to think what our

average would have been if Ryan
were 100 percent,” Coach Tafelski
said.

That solid group of runners were
neck-and-neck coming through the
long row of trees saturated with roar-
ing fans at the top of the hill.

“The tunnel! The Tunnel! The fact
that we have so many people on this
team, we all care about this sport,
they are always out there, always
enthusiastic. It was really loud. Run-
ning through that tunnel, it is an awe-
some feeling. When you get to that
tunnel, you don’t want to run slow in
front of all your teammates. It’s a
great time to pick it up and it really
gives you that little boost you need to
get to the end of the race,” Luppino
said.

Cranford Cougar Connor
McMahon finished 27th at 17:16 and
Raider Ben Evans crossed 29th at
17:21. Cougars Tom Phillip at 17:41,
Jim Sweeney at 17:45 and Vinnie
Papandrea at 17:58 finished 37-39-
45. Raiders Colin Sullivan at 18:00
and Brian Deutschmeister at 18:05
finished 46-49.

The Blue Devil JV squad ran away
with its title with a perfect 15, taking
the top-8 spots in the field of 230.
Summit was second at 53 and
Cranford was third at 108. Blue Devil
William Chandler crossed first at
17:11, followed by Nick Antonelli at
17:19, Darien Siegel at 17:27, Brian
Jackler at 17:34, Griffin Mooney at
17:38, Anthony Scalia at 17:51, Alex
Hall at 17:53 and Dylan Scott at
17:54. Gideon Lee at 17:57, Mat-
thew Baker at 18:09 and Cougar Gra-
ham at 18:10 finished 10-17-19.

The Blue Devil freshmen won the
3,200-meter race with a total of 34,
topping Summit with 39. Gabriel
Givelber finished second at 12:25.
Chris Swingle took fourth at 12:51
and Connor Ragosa took fifth at
13:06. Jack Humiston placed eighth
at 13:15. Matt DeBenedetto finished
15th at 13:48. Jack Lavelle at 14:08,
Ben Kwok at 14:08 and Jamie Wolfe
at 14:10 finished 18-19-20.

MURPHY FIRES IN WINNER; ZAZZALI, LANDEKA SCORE

Raiders Sting Blue Devils
In UCT Boys Semifinal, 2-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Murphy’s Law” played out with a
positive note for the second-seeded
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys soccer team when there was just
4:24 remaining in the second over-
time in the semifinal round of the
Union County Tournament against
third-seeded Westfield at Kean Uni-
versity in Union on October 25.

With the score knotted at 1-1,
Raider junior forward Justin
Rodriques was knocked to the ground
in a collision with Blue Devil goal-
keeper Koryn Kraemer, who was then
presented with a red card, setting up
a free kick from approximately 20-
yards right of center from the goal.
Sophomore midfielder James
Murphy sized the situation then
launched a looping shot directly into
the upper left corner of the net out of
the reach of the keeper.

“I think it should have been a pen-
alty kick. If that was the case, I would
have had to step up for that one, but it
was outside the box. I would have
done the same thing if it were a pen-
alty kick, and I think I would have
done alright. I work on that every day.
I watch the videos. That was just like
it was in practice. I was really feeling
it. I wanted to put that in for this team
and for the crowd,” Murphy explained.

“James Murphy is unbelievable on
set pieces. He hit the perfect ball. A
win is a win, and it was a great effort
by our guys, especially the fact that it
was Scotch Plains/Westfield,” Raider
Head Coach Tom Breznitsky said.

Throughout the game, Murphy ini-
tiated quite a number of restarts, and
in most cases, he would hook a shot
into one of his teammates hovering
near the Blue Devils’ box. Less than
two minutes into the second half, one
case that worked out like a charm was
his shot into co-captain/forward
Christian Zazzali, who got to the ball
and zapped it past Kraemer and into
the net to knot the score.

“The first half, James Murphy was
shooting the ball inside, I would say

40 yards. At halftime, I told James I
had a mismatch and he lofted the ball
in, got a flick and I was lucky enough
to be in the right spot,” Zazzali said.
“It was about six yards.”

In the first half, the Blue Devils’
defensive backs were easing pres-
sure on Kraemer, who finished with
11 saves — 2 in overtime, by reject-
ing numerous shots from the Raider
forwards, who were receiving fine
leads from outside midfielder Zach
Lipshitz. In the same token, the Raid-
ers’ defense positioned themselves
just right in the box to reject the long
and dangerous throw-ins from co-
captain/midfielder Zach Sheil to Mike
Prosuk and Bryon Lessner.

Blue Devil Mate Landeka broke
the scoreless tie when he rippled the
net with 2:39 left in the first half.

On several occasions, especially in
the second half, the Blue Devils would
connect with the swift-footed senior
forward Alik Morgan, who would
put major stress on Raider keeper/co-
captain Dan Korduba, who finished
with five saves. With 18 minutes re-
maining in regulation, Morgan broke
away from the defenders, forcing
Korduba to charge. Morgan took the
shot at the open net, but it slid just to

the right. Then at the very end of
regulation, Morgan nicked the post
and Korduba managed to tip the ball
just enough to prevent it from sliding
in for the winning goal.

“We weren’t going to get beat by a
long throw-in from them. It happened
to us twice last year. It wound up to be
a tie in both games. It was by design
what we were doing. There were two
threats from Westfield, the long throw-
in and number 21 [Morgan]. We did a
good job of curtailing that and we did
a great job of controlling the long
throw-in,” Coach Breznitsky said.

“We knew they were going to try to
play quickly on the counter attack.
Our back line really did a great job
other than the one mistake in the first
half, but I thought we locked down
their top scorers and pretty much
everybody. We possessed the ball well
and we capitalized on our opportuni-
ties,” Zazzali said.

On November 3 at Kean Univer-
sity, the seventh-ranked Raiders will
face the 10th-ranked Elizabeth Min-
utemen, who defeated Brearley, 1-0,
in the other semifinal.
Westfield 1 0 0 0 1
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 1 0 1 2

WF Girls Rip Cougars
In UCT Volleyball

The first-seeded Westfield High
School girls volleyball team defeated
the eighth-seeded Cranford Cougars in
two sets, 25-12, 25-18, in the
quarterfinals of the Union County Tour-
nament in Westfield on October 25.

The team was led by the outstand-
ing serving of junior Megan Mondon,
senior Angela Dorry, co-captain
Kayla Rodrigues and freshman Lizzy
Sottung each with seven service
points. The defense was anchored
once again by the superb play of
senior co-captain Elena Scarano.
Offensively, Westfield was paced by
senior Anna Labrozzi and juniors
Mondon, Olivia Manning and Sam
Nigro each with three kills.

Courtesy of Mark Scarano for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GUARDING THE NET...Blue Devils Elena Scarano, front, and Kyla Rodrigues
prepare to block the shot against the Cranford Cougars.
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#1 Agent Westfield Office – 2006-2012

email: isre@aol.com • website: www.frankdisoldi.com

Office: 908-233-5555 x 202 • Direct: 908-301-2038

Frank D. Isoldi
Broker / Sales Associate

© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

All the Finest Homes Share the Same Address:

www.frankdisoldi.com

558 Birch Avenue, Westfield

Offered at $999,999

935 New England Drive, Westfield

Offered at $1,145,000

655 Fourth Avenue, Westfield

Offered at $1,269,900

353 Acacia Road, Scotch Plains

Offered at $475,000

226 Tillotson Road, Fanwood

Offered at $765,000

1825 Quimby Lane, Scotch Plains

Offered at $799,900

1007 Ripley Avenue, Westfield

Offered at $599,900

322 Hillside Avenue, Westfield

Offered at $2,350,000
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Raiders Nip Cougars in UCT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

110 North Florence Avenue, Westfield
Exceptional Colonial featuring 4 Bedrooms, 4 Baths, Hardwood Fl., Cus-

tom Kitchen, SS appliances, Four finished floors, 1 Car garage, Hardi

Plank w/Azek trim.

SOLD SOLD

Under Construction

112 North Florence Avenue, Westfield
Notable Colonial offering 4 Bedrooms, 4 Baths, Hardwood fl. Custom

kitchen, SS appliances, finished basement, 1 Car garage, Hardi Plank w/

Azek trim

309 Belmar Place, Westfield
Quality construction to be built by Premier Design Custom Homes. This

impressive home includes 5 Bedrooms, 3 Full Baths & 2 Half Baths.

Custom Designer kitchen includes SS appliance package & four

spectacular floors of living space! Asking $1,069,000.

Mendham
Custom 7,000 square foot Manor on 6.5 acres located on a private cul de

sac. Asking $2,400,000.

611 Norwood Drive, Westfield
Premier Design Custom Homes brings you another Flawless Design to be

built. 5 Bedrooms, 3 Full Baths & 2 Half Baths. Spectacular Designer

Kitchen, Custom trim package, Luxurious Baths & amenities are just a

few special features this home offers. Asking $1,179,000.

To Be Built To Be Built

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555

Lisa Stafford
Sales Associate

Cell: 908-337-2021 • Direct: 908-301-2044

Email: Lisa.Stafford@cbmoves.com • www.LisaStafford.com

Gerald Infantino
201-370-3274

WF Blue Tsunami Captures UC X-C Crown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

makes you want to go faster,” Stravach
said.

The entire Blue Devil team recorded
outstanding times to set a WHS team
time of 19:38 (top-5 runners). Five
Blue Devils finished in the top-8 and
all seven were in the top-20. Meghan
O’Dwyer crossed fifth at 19:35, fol-
lowed by Gabriele Brennan at 19:48,
Natalie Marcotullio at 19:49 and Erica
Fischer at 19:51. Anna Tanji finished
16th at 20:13 and Charlie O’Brien
finished 20th at 20:23 in the field of
102 runners.

“Today, Gabby has broken her
school record. It was 19:39. She ran
19:11. Meghan O’Dwyer also ran
under the school record. She had a
19:35. We had a team average of
19:38. We have never had a team
average under 20 and we had five
[girls] under 20. It was a really, really
good day,” Alpha girls coach Jen
Buccino said.

“Wow! What a performance. I’ve
seen every race since 1979 and this
one was amazing. This is a gritty
team that has a goal in mind and a
determination. To have five individu-
als under twenty was phenomenal.
They fought their way through that
race. Gabby did not yield that sec-
ond-place finish and the pack was as
tight as you would want,” Coach
Hornish said.

“Right from the beginning of the
summer, we all decided that this is
going to be our year. We practiced
eight times a week. We did double
days. We increased our mileage. We
did long runs. We did tempo runs.
From the beginning, we decided if we
wanted to go places, we had to work
hard to get there,” Stravach said.

The first SPF Raider to cross, Kailyn
Reilly, finished 24th at 20:35.
Cranford Cougars Megan Power and
Amanda Bush finished 26-27 with
identical times of 20:42. Cougars
Bella Desimone at 21:20, Lauren
Byrne at 21:49 and Kiera Hurley at
21:51 finished 35-43-44, respectively.
Raider Leah Womelsdorf crossed 48th
at 22:01.

In the second Blue Tsunami, the
Blue Devils JV squad won its race
with a perfect 15, acing the top-6
spots and also grabbing ninth and
10th. Summit took second at 51, fol-
lowed by Union Catholic at 80, Kent
Place at 120 and Cranford at 143.

Caroline Stocking took top honors
with a time of 20:36, followed by
Elisabeth Neylan at 20:46, Amanda
Fischer at 20:53, Kathleen
McCutcheon at 20:54, Julia Gretsky
at 21:00 and Kelly Morrison at 21:11.
Claire Cassie crossed ninth at 21:36

and Madeline Berry finished 10th
also at 21:36.

The Blue Tsunami freshmen won
their 3,200-meter with a 35 total,
ahead of Governor Livingston at 39
and Summit at 46. Cindy Qiang fin-
ished first at 14:39 and Lila Hutchens
took second at 14:51. Skylar Geoghan
finished eighth at 16:20, Caroline
Seery finished 11th at 16:45 and
Abigal Jones took 13th at 16:57.
Darlene Vo finished 16th at 17:13,
Mia Anderson crossed 18th at 17:29,
followed by Morgan Strudevant at
17:40 and Hannah Siegel at 17:45.

“The frosh, which is our future, is
full of promise. Cindy Qiang, Lila
Hutchins and Skylar Geoghan are a
potent 1-2-3 with a tight pack behind
them. Throughout the season, they
have been among the top five teams
in every competition and are now
ready to make a serious bid for the
state championship. The JVs have
now won their fourth consecutive in-

vitational meet. Their 20:49 time at
the county meet is the their fastest to
date and their perfect score of 15 is
the first by any Union County JV
Team,” Coach Hornish said.

The recent accomplishments of the
varsity has put them in the mix with
the elite Group 4 teams in the state.

“We try not to get hung up on the
rankings. Every course is different.
Every meet is different. The kids
showed what they want, they showed
what they earned today,” coach
Buccino said.

After finding out that the Blue Devil
boys also won their race in style,
Coach Hornish said, “It was a historic
moment in Westfield cross-country
history. It’s been 15 to 18 years since
both teams have swept the county
championships with such outstand-
ing performances.”

EMENDO THOMAS GETS 13-YARD TD IN 4TH QUARTER

Wat. Hills Warriors Ransack
SPF Raider Footballers, 39-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Big running plays from the start
and throughout allowed the Watchung
Hills High School Warriors to roll to
a 39-6 triumph over the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders on Senior Day in
Scotch Plains on October 26. The 5-
2 Warriors consistently capitalized
on huge holes in the 2-5 Raiders’
defense, while their defense stuffed
nearly all Raiders’ running attempts.

The Warriors stuck strictly to their
bread and butter, a running game, and
rumbled for 294 yards in the first half
and added another 158 yards in an
abbreviated second half (Mercy Rule)
to total 452 yards. Junior running
back Ryan Cunningham chewed up
214 yards on 13 carries in the first
half, including respective touchdown
runs of 81 yards, 36 yards and 13
yards, and added a 24-yard run in the
third quarter. Junior quarterback Joe
Giacomo carried six times for 96
yards, including a 17-yard touchdown
in the third quarter. Junior running

back Ben Gomes carried four times
in the third quarter for 91 yards, in-
cluding a 22-yard touchdown.

The Raiders, also known for their
predominately running game, at-
tempted to throw the Warriors off-
guard with a passing game in their
first three possessions but to no avail.
The Raiders were limited to just 30
rushing yards in the first half and
quarterback Emendo Thomas had 13
of those yards, while running back
Kobe White had 17. Thomas com-
pleted one of eight passes for one
yard in the half. Thomas added 55
yards on six carries in the second
half, including a 13-yard touchdown
(TD). White added 15 rushing yards
and fullback/linebacker Sam
McQuoid had a 13-yard run.

After the Raiders went three-and-
out on the first possession of the game
and punted to the Warrior 19,
Cunningham managed to avoid the
grasps of big defensive lineman
Rashan Gary and linebackers Kevin
Maxwell and McQuoid to sprint 81

yards for the TD with 10:27 on the
clock in the first quarter. The conver-
sion failed.

McQuoid recovered a fumble to
stop a Warrior drive, but the Raiders
failed to move the ball and neither did
the Warriors on their next possession,
forcing a punt. Unfortunately, the
Raider return man mishandled the
punt and Gomes recovered the ball at
the Warrior 45. On the second play of
the second quarter, Giacomo broke
free for a 48-yard run. Raider
cornerback Andrew Ciccarino
stripped the ball at the five, but War-
rior tight end Jake Bloom recovered it
in the end zone for a TD. The conver-
sion failed.

Warrior defensive back Matt
Rozmerski intercepted Thomas’ pass
at midfield, but their ensuing drive
sputtered forcing a punt that rolled to
rest on the Raider 26. For a brief
moment, it appeared that the Raiders
were going to get right back into the
game when Thomas broke through

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

chance to win this because we gradu-
ated so many kids. The seniors, we
don’t have a lot of them, but they
really stepped up. I asked the girls in
August how many thought we were
going to get to the county finals and
not one of them raised their hands. In
the end, we got there,” Raider Head
Coach Kevin Ewing said.

Although the 15-1 Cougars had
their moments applying pressure, with
the swiftness and tactics of Mairead
McKeary, Siobhan McGovern and
Hannah DeMars, the 17-0-1 Raiders
out-shot Cranford, 6-0, in the first
half and 5-0 in the second half. Senior
defender Alyssa Riporti and com-
pany saw to it that the Cougars spent
little time on Raider turf. The Cou-
gars did, however, launch a few shots
left or right of the goal.

“I am happy with our outcome. We
deserved to win, because we have
been working so hard this season. We
had to look out for some of their girls
who had good speed like Mairead
[McKeary] and Siobhan [McGovern]
and number 8 in the middle [Hannah
DeMars],” Baliatico said.

The hardest shot of the evening
came off the foot of senior Kathryn
Cunningham midway through the first
half, but Pringle (10 saves) managed
to tip the ball into the crossbar.

“I was about 25 yards out and I had
a clear shot. It was close. The goalie
tipped it,” Cunningham said.

Along with Cunningham and se-
nior Katie Harper, Yeager, Baliatico
and center midfielder Jodi Cornwell
applied a serious pinch on the Cou-
gars’ turf.

“Jodi Cornwell’s probably the best
center midfielder in Union County.
Kathryn is also one of the best and
having Tori and Kelly up top, they
really put pressure on people,” Coach
Ewing said.

The most pressure that the Cougars
applied came during a five minute
period midway through the second
half and also in the final two minutes
when they tried to make good on a
pair of corner kicks.

“They had a strong midfield, strong
back and a very fast defense. We
knew we had to play strong and that’s
what we did and got the ‘W’. I am so
happy that we were able to do this all
four years. We had such great cap-
tains and great coaches. We worked
together and we worked hard. Alyssa
and Katie are the best in the county.
They are great players and great
people to play with,” Cunningham
said.

“They have a lot of strong kids
offensively, in the midfield and in the
back. We knew who we had to look
for. We tried to control them and I
think we did a nice job,” Coach Ewing
said.
Cranford 0 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 1 0 1

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HOLDING ONTO THE LEG.. Raider linebacker Kevin Maxwell, No. 44, brings down Warrior running back Ryan
Cunningham, No. 22, on Senior Day in Scotch Plains. More photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.
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For almost 10 years, Virginia Garcia has been 
helping buyers and sellers with all their real estate 
needs in the Westfield area. A creative marketing 
strategist and a savvy negotiator, Virginia is a 
dedicated and energetic Realtor with a healthy 
competitive attitude and a thorough knowledge 
of the market. 

Backed by the #1 Coldwell Banker office among 
more than 800 Coldwell Banker NRT offices 
nationwide, her highly competent use of local 
resources and by the exceptional branding and 
exposure provided by the Coldwell Banker East 
office, Virginia has the resources, the drive and 
the vision that enables her to always close with 
success.

Let Virginia open doors for you in the Westfield 
area! Specializing in residential realty, relocation 
and new construction, Virginia is the Top 2nd 
Agent in Coldwell Banker’s #1 office! 

Please  visit Virginia’s  website at 
www.TopTownsNJ.com to discover how she can 
help you achieve  your real estate goals.
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Weichert of Westfield 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your Neighborhood 
Specialists 

     The Westfield Office  
Weichert Office Of The Year for the last 5 years 
95 Professional Trained Realtor Associates 
2 Full Time On Site Gold Service Specialists 
One Stop Shopping For Clients’ Convenience 
Industry Leading Open House Program - Over 
One Million Guests Have Visited A Weichert 
Open House in 2013 
Weichert.com - One Of The Top Real Estate 
Broker Websites Nationally - Has Over 3 Million 
Visits A Month And Another 600,000+ Visits To 
Our Mobile Site 
Our Office’s Annual Fund Raising Effort Collects 
Toys, Clothing And Provides Financial Support 
To Union County Residents 
The Westfield Team of Neighborhood Specialists 
Is Always Available To Help You With All Of Your 
Real Estate Needs And Answer Any Questions 

185 Elm Street 
Westfield, NJ 07090 

(908) 654-7777 

Invite Us In… 
We Bring Results! 
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908-789-9392 

Since 1940 The Villane Family has been building quality homes with great attention to detail in the 
Greater Westfield area. Your plans or ours; we use Experience, Reliability & Commitment to build your 

dream home. Call to schedule an appointment at our Design Center. 
2376 South Avenue Scotch Plains, NJ 07076  - www.VillaneBuilding.com 

Don & Donielle are a father - 
daughter team specializing in but 
not limited to New Construction. 
Together they provide knowledge, 
experience & customer service to 

help make home buying and selling 
easy. 

    WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET  
908-654-7777 

Don 908-347-1181   Don@DVillane.com  Donielle  908-477-7551   Doniellev@Weichert.com 
www.VillaneRealEstate.com 
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Warriors Whip Raider, 39-6
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is

reserved for the select few who consistently deliver

value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and

grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an

inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com

Direct:  (908) 301-2015

Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerMoves.com
© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

And Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team

Call Jon Bramnick

We Have Three Former Prosecutors

908-322-7000
BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,

MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

www.jonbramnick.com

                DWI Charges?

Courtesy of Marlene Iacoponi for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CROSSING THE GOAL...Westfield PAL B player Matt Crowley, No. 14, cel-
ebrates after a 30-yard touchdown reception as Westfield ties Perth Amboy, 12-12

Westfield PAL B Team Ties
Perth Amboy Grid Kids, 12-12

Westfield PAL C team Tops
Perth Amboy Gridders, 14-0

RUNNING FOR A TD…Tim Alliegro (24) with Bryan Felter (90) and Jonny
Bracco (86) head into the endzone in Westfield C’s 14-0 victory over Perth Amboy.

The Westfield PAL B football team
battled the Perth Amboy Red Raiders
to a 12-12 tie at Gary Kehler Stadium.

Jake Saltzer recovered a Perth Amboy
fumble on their first possession, but
neither team was able to get anything
going offensively as the game entered
the fourth quarter with no score.

On the second play of the final
quarter, Westfield quarterback Aidan
Gilman connected with Matt Crowley
for a 30-yard touchdown (TD) pass.
The PAT failed.

Matt McIntyre got the ball back for
Westfield three plays later with an
interception at the Westfield 34-yard

line. Westfield could not capitalize
and punter Thomas DeRosa pinned
Perth Amboy at their own two.

Perth Amboy then took a 12-6 lead
with two quick TDs (PATs failed).

Westfield had the ball at their own
35-yard line. A Perth Amboy sack
pushed the Blue Devils back to the
27-yard line. On second down, with
less then a minute left, Gilman
dropped threw into triple coverage
and hit Crowley in stride at the 48-
yard line. Crowley outran his defend-
ers for 52 yards for the game tying
touchdown. The PAT failed and the
final score was 12-12.

The Westfield PAL C football team
remained undefeated with a 14-0 vic-
tory over a tough Perth Amboy team
on October 27.

The Blue Devils opened the scor-
ing with a 10-yard touchdown pass
from Hank Shapiro to Tim Alliegro
after a great drive that also included
runs of 20 and 25 yards from Colin
Freer and Griffin Rooney. The de-
fense then stifled Perth Amboy’s of-
fense with some excellent tackles by
Doug Moore, Max Gigantino, Ray
Hurtt, Brendan Harrington and Ryan
Smith. At halftime, Westfield led 7-0.

In the second half, Westfield’s de-
fense continued its dominant perfor-
mance with John Czarnecki and Chris
Larkin forcing a fumble and recover-
ing it deep in Perth Amboy’s terri-
tory. This led to a five-yard touch-
down pass from Shapiro to Luke
Scanlon. The extra point was good
and Westfield held a 14-0 advantage.

From there, the defense closed out
the game with Reid Colwell, Colin
Elliott, Joe Muselli, Bryan Felter, and
Nick Martini pressuring the quarter-
back, breaking up passes and stop-
ping the run.

Big Games On Horizon
For WHS Football Team

Coaches always teach their players to
play them one at a time, that the biggest
game is the next game. In the current
scenario, the WHS football coaches
would be spot-on to say that. The two
biggest games of the year are easily the
next two.

There’s tomorrow’s trip to Basilone
Memorial Field to face Bridgewater-
Raritan at 6 o’clock, and then a home
game next Saturday at 2 p.m. against
Scotch Plains-Fanwood. The games have
major playoff implications for all three
teams, although certainly the SP-F game
doesn’t need playoff implications to be
a big game for the Devils, who are
currently 3-3.

Bridgewater and SP-F are both cur-
rently 2-5. This will be the sixth meeting
with Bridgewater-Raritan, with WHS
having won the last two years and lead-
ing the series 3-2. Next week is the 53rd
meeting with the Raiders; the Devils
hold a 37-13-2 lead. SP-F won last year’s
game 10-2, ending a four-year losing
streak.

Ridge is the lone unbeaten in North 2,
Group 5. The Red Devils, in their green
and white uniforms, have games against
Cranford and Hunterdon Central before
the cutoff. They are coached by Bill
Tracy, who had a four-year stop at WHS
(1994-97) as an assistant coach under
Jim Benedict and Ed Tranchina before
getting the head job at Livingston.

(Note: we should mention that former
Ridge coach Tony Mottola is 1-6 this fall
at Demarest, after Friday’s 42-0 loss to
Pascack Valley. The lone win was by a 7-
6 margin in the opener against 2-4
Bergenfield. Since leaving Ridge, “Run
It Up” – who infamously subbed his
starting quarterback into the game and
had him throwing passes in the closing
minutes of a 49-13 win over WHS back
in 2008 – has led the Norsemen to a 19-
28 record in 4+ years, including one 7-
3 season.)

In WHS’s last game, a 40-14 win over
Franklin on Oct. 18, Eugene Rawles ran
for four scores and Chris Hogge passed
for 205 and a pair of touchdowns. The
win ended a three-game skid and put the
Devils at 3-3.

Rawles became the 13th Blue Devil to

score four touchdowns in a game, join-
ing Howard Meyer (1918), Lee Waring
(1930 twice), Charles Luce (1934), Ted
Vreeland (1943), Dave Reitze (1960),
Frank Jackson (1969), Eddie Morton
(1971), Glen Kehler (1973 twice and
1974), Bob McNally (1975), Butch
Woolfolk (1977 thrice), Brian
Ciemniecki (1994) and A.J. Murray
(2010).

The school record of five touchdowns
in a game is shared by six players:
Waring (1930), Pump Vella (1936
twice), Doug Murphy (1966), Kehler
(1973), Woolfolk (1977) and Paul Leifer
(1981). Leifer gets bonus points, since
his five TDs came at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood – and on Skeets Nehemiah
Day no less!

Hogge, who earlier threw for 217
yards against Phillipsburg, rejoined the
200-yard club that includes: Dave Brown
(1987), Roger Brewster (1982), Joe
Monninger (1970 twice), Dan Kerr
(2009), Christian Menares-Brown (2012
twice) and Jan Cocozziello (2002). Note:
Eleventh is Alan Deombeleg, who twice
had 199 yards during the 1971 season.

Long-time WHS fans know about the
school’s 14 state titles. But 12 of them
were pre-1974, when championships
were “awarded” by the NJSIAA to the
teams with the best record in a section.
Since the playoff system began in 1974
the Devils have won two titles, and they
were back in 1976 and 1977.

In the 39 years of football playoffs,
WHS has qualified 14 times, and has a
playoff record of 9-12. The Devils were
4-2 under Gary Kehler in four trips to
the playoffs (1976-77, 1979, 1981); they
went 3-5 under Tranchina in five trips
(1998, 2000-03); and they are 2-5 under
current coach Jim DeSarno, whose teams
qualified five straight years, 2007-11,
before missing out last fall.

FOOTBALL REALIGNMENT
WHS will have some new playmates

next fall when they are re-positioned in
the Watchung Division of the Mid-State
38 Conference. The seven divisional
opponents are Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
Plainfield, Linden, Immaculata, Mont-
gomery, North Hunterdon and Ridge.
That leaves two open dates, with Union,

Bridgewater-Raritan, Watchung Hills,
Rahway, Cranford and Summit among
the likely foes.

The Delaware (big school) Division
has Bridgewater-Raritan, Elizabeth,
Franklin, Hillsborough, Hunterdon Cen-
tral, Phillipsburg, Union and Watchung
Hills.

SOCCER UPDATE
Wow. Just when you thought you’d

seen it all in WHS vs. SP-F boys soccer,
the arch-rivals went out last Friday night
at Kean University and added yet another
all-timer – maybe even THE all-timer – to
their list of great matches. The emotions
after James Murphy’s direct kick in the
second overtime gave SPF a 2-1 victory
in the county semifinals were high school
sports at their best. There was Murphy
running around the field, followed by his
teammates, stripping off his shirt and
running up into the Raiders’ crazed root-
ing section, while the Blue Devils lay
scattered on the ground, staring off into
space in disbelief.

Friday’s crowd was unimaginably
huge, the stakes were high, and the qual-
ity of play was enough to make a foot-
ball fan truly appreciate futbol. It was
that good. It was the kind of game that
Ed Thorne, Rob Schram, Dick Stiefken,
Bill Richold, Jim Boates and Co. envi-
sioned back in 1961-62 when they first
went to athletic director Bob Duncan to
make their case for WHS starting up a
varsity soccer program. Duncan green-
lighted it and the program started in the
fall of 1962 as a club team, then went
varsity in the fall of 1963. Under coach
Bjarne Tonneson, WHS’s first varsity
soccer victory came on Sept. 27, 1963.
It was 3-0 over SP-F, and Thorne had all
three scores.

CROSS-COUNTRY UPDATE
Sweeeeeeeeep!
That was the sound of the WHS boys

and girls teams at the Union County
Tournament last Thursday. They swept
the team titles in both genders, and in
varsity, junior varsity and freshman lev-
els. For the boys it was the 32nd county
title, starting back in 1948, and the
eighth in the last nine years, including
the last five in a row. For the girls,
Gabby Stravach set a school record
(19:11) at Warinanco Park while lead-
ing a 2-5-6-7-8 finish. The girls won
their first county title since 2003, and
15th overall.

Westfield also swept everything in
sight at the Union County Conference
championships on Oct. 16, winning
both boys and girls in varsity, jayvees
and freshman. It was the ninth straight
title for the guys and the seventh straight
for the girls. Matt Luppino joined Cliff
Sheehan, Andy Jacob and Tim Yockel
as two-time conference champions.
Matt Elmuccio was a three-time champ
(1994-96).

GYMNASTICS UPDATE
There was a ton of adrenaline running

through the WHS gym on Friday, Oct.
18. There was the hosting of the Union
County gymnastics championships;
there was the appearance of former na-
tional champion, Garwood native and
2008 U.S. Olympic team alternate Dave
Durante; and there was the newly-ac-
quired knowledge that this would be the
last year for WHS coach Melissa
Greenwald, to be replaced by assistant
Amanda Diaz. (Not to mention the day
before my 68th birthday, although that
was apparently a distant fourth.)

Riding the wave, the girls scored a
meet record and season-best 112.15 to
easily capture their eighth straight county
title. Jenna Rizkalla was all-around
champ, edging teammate Abby Cook,
37.6 to 37.475. Rizkalla also won vault
and floor ex, Cook took balance beam
and Mae Devin won uneven bars.
Hannah Goldring, Hannah Prieto and
Carlie Fasano rounded out the point
scorers.

Greenwald, who this year surpassed
Ellen Kovac as the team’s winningest
coach, has seen her teams lose just 19
meets in 14 years, including unbeaten
teams in 2000, 2001, 2006, 2009 and
2010. They’ve now captured 11 county
titles and three sectional crowns, the last
coming in 2006, with Jenna Rodrigues
and Lacy Cummings.

This year’s sectionals are Nov. 9, at
Edison Bishop Ahr, the team that has
long stood between WHS and sectional
bling. Don’t think the Devils, who were
recently named the No. 1 team in the
state by The Star-Ledger, aren’t aware
of that date.

VOLLEYBALL UPDATE
The fifth “Pink Out” on Oct. 11 at

WHS was a huge success, with over
$28,000 going to the Susan G. Komen
Foundation to fight breast cancer. The
money raised has gone from $8,000 to
$12,000 to $19,000 to $20,000.
Watchung Hills handed the Blue Devils
a 25-15, 25-21 loss that night, their first,
but coach Bev Torok was all smiles for
days afterward.

COLLEGE UPDATE
Hannah Kronick (WHS ’11) became

the all-time leading scorer in John
Hopkins’ girls soccer history Wednes-
day, Oct. 16, when she had two assists in
a 5-0 win over McDaniel. She now has
142 career points, one better than Erica
Suter. The junior had previously set the
school career goals record when she
scored her 56th in a 9-1win over Bryn
Mawr.

IN PASSING
Alan Dunning (WHS ’64), one of the

great team managers in WHS history,
passed away on Oct. 15 at the age of 67.
A graduate of Princeton University with
a J.D. degree from Yale University, Dun-
ning served as manager of first soccer
team in school history, and also man-
aged the swimming and spring track
teams.

The Devil’s Den appears in The
Westfield Leader on the first and third
(and occasional fifth) Thursday during
the school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. And remember, win
or not, it’s Whs4evr!

Courtesy of Laura Ortiz for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A SACK ATTACK...Westfield PAL A team defender Jack Albin sacks the Perth
Amboy quarterback for a big loss. Westfield went on to win, 35-7, on October 27.

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

the Warrior defensive line and slanted
down the left sideline for a 60-yard
gain; however, a holding call at the
line of scrimmage extinguished the
thought.

With 3:01 remaining in the half,
Cunningham broke free for a 36-yard
TD. The point after made the score,
19-0. With 35 seconds on the clock,
Cunningham added his 13-yard TD.

The point after was successful.
“You look at guys like Ryan Jensen,

Rashan Gary and then Kobe White,
Emendo Thomas, Kevin Maxwell,
Sam McQuoid. We have guys who
are good football players. We have
supporting cast guys too. We are get-
ting through a season that we are
young. At some point, we got to grow
up. They got to carry the load a little
more for us,” Raider Head Coach Jon
Stack said.

It took just over a minute into the
third quarter for the next Warrior TD
when Gomes sped 22 yards for the
score. Their final TD came with 4:34
left in the third quarter when Giacomo
added his 17-yard TD. With 5:07
remaining in the game, Thomas
capped a 63-yard scoring drive with
his 13-yard TD run.

“We have a lot of things to work on.
At times, we are not as physical as we
need to be. A lot of problems! A lot of
problems, and we got to come up with
some solutions,” Coach Stack said.

The Raiders will be on the road
tomorrow, Friday, November 1 to face
Warren Hills at 7 p.m.
Watchung Hills   6 20 13   0 39
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   0   0   0   6 6
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Sunday, November 3, 2013  1 pm to 4 pm 
Knights of Columbus  2400 North Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 
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Cranford/Ridge Football, SPF PAL Football
Westfield/Plainfield Girls Tennis on Page 9
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Chris Christie (R)
Candidate for Governor

Chris Christie

As Governor, he fought for and
achieved passage of a 2-percent cap
on property taxes, landmark public
employee pension and health benefit
reforms that will save taxpayers over
$130 billion over the
next 30 years, three bal-
anced budgets that did
not raise taxes, and
$2.35 billion in job cre-
ating tax cuts.

In August 2012,
Governor Christie
signed into law land-
mark bipartisan tenure
reform, modernizing
the nation’s oldest ten-
ure law to increase
teacher effectiveness
and accountability in
the classroom. Born in Newark and
raised in Livingston, Governor
Christie has lived in New Jersey his
entire life, except to attend college
at the University of Delaware.

Chris and his wife, Mary Pat, have
been married since 1986 and now re-
side in Mendham, where they are rais-
ing their four children, Andrew, Sarah,
Patrick and Bridget. After graduating

college in 1984, Mr. Christie attended
Seton Hall University School of Law,
graduating in 1987, and joined a
Cranford law firm, where he was soon
named a partner. He was elected a

freeholder in Morris
County, and served as
director of the board in
1997.

He was named U.S.
Attorney for the District
of New Jersey in 2002.
As the chief federal law
enforcement officer in
New Jersey, he drew na-
tional attention for his
efforts in battling politi-
cal corruption, corpo-
rate crime, human traf-
ficking, gangs, terrorism

and environmental polluters. He won
convictions or guilty pleas from over
130 public officials – both Republican
and Democrat – without losing a single
case.

Mr. Christie left the U.S. Attorney’s
office on December 1, 2008 soon after
officially filing papers to run for gover-
nor. He defeated Governor Corzine, 49
to 45 percent, in November 2009.

Kim Guadagno (R)
Candidate for Lieutenant Governor

Kim Guadagno was elected New
Jersey’s first Lieutenant Governor in
November 2009 and was sworn into
office on January 19, 2010. In addi-
tion to serving as the Lt. Governor,
she serves as Secretary of State. Lt.
Governor Guadagno
chairs the Red Tape Re-
view Commission,
which is engaged in an
ongoing review and re-
form of the state’s regu-
latory process. She also
oversees the New Jersey
Partnership for Action
(PFA), the state’s eco-
nomic development strat-
egy.

As the Secretary of
State, Lt. Governor
Guadagno is New Jersey’s chief elec-
tion official, overseeing promotion of
the state’s $38-billion tourism industry
and administering programs related to
the arts, culture and history.

Lt. Gov. Guadagno began her public
service career as a federal prosecutor
with the Organized Crime and Rack-
eteering Strike Force in Brooklyn, N.
Y. She later married and moved to
Monmouth County. At that time she
became an Assistant United States At-
torney in Newark. After her federal
service, Mrs. Guadagno served as a

ranking member of the New Jersey
Attorney General’s Office.

In 2001, Lt. Gov. Guadagno left the
public sector to practice law closer to
home and became a teacher at Rutgers
University School of Law-Newark. She

was also appointed to
the Monmouth Beach
planning board and was
elected as a borough
commissioner in 2005.
In 2007, she was elected
as the first woman sher-
iff in Monmouth
County’s history, man-
aging a 650-member law
enforcement agency en-
compassing the county
jail, the county 9-1-1
communications center

and a law enforcement department of
100 men and women. She left both the
Office of Sheriff and her position as a
teacher at Rutgers Law School upon
being elected Lt. Governor.

Born in Waterloo, Iowa, she is a
cum laude graduate of Ursinus Col-
lege in Collegeville, Pa. She received
her juris doctorate degree, cum laude,
from the American University Wash-
ington College of Law in Washington,
D.C. Lt. Gov. Guadagno and her hus-
band currently reside in Monmouth
Beach with their three sons.

Barbara Buono (D)
Candidate for Governor

Barbara Buono is a Democratic
State Senator serving New Jersey’s
18th Legislative District.

Born in Newark, she and her two
sisters grew up in Nutley and at-
tended public schools, graduating
from Nutley High School. Her father,
James, immigrated to the United
States from a small town just outside
of Naples, Italy and worked as a
union butcher. Her
mother, Marie, worked
in an office and as a sub-
stitute teacher.

Her dad died when
she was just 19, but
Sen. Buono never for-
got his lessons of per-
severance and self-sac-
rifice – values that sus-
tained her as she put
herself through col-
lege. She graduated
from Montclair State
College in 1975. She
worked three jobs – in
the Montclair Public
Library, as a per diem
reporter for the Star-Ledger and in
the Essex County Probation De-
partment – before attending Rutgers
Law School in Camden. She gradu-
ated with a Juris Doctor degree in
1979.

After graduation from law school,
she served as a judicial law clerk
and as a public defender for the
New Jersey State Department of
the Public Advocate. She later en-
tered private practice.

Barbara was first elected to the
New Jersey State Senate in 2001.
She was named Senate Majority
Leader in 2010, the first woman to
hold that position.

During the two years she was
budget chair, she shrank New
Jersey’s budget, cutting $4.5 bil-
lion while maintaining funding for
schools and health care.

As chairwoman of the Legisla-
tive Oversight Committee, she led
the investigation into the state’s
Race to the Top application, which
cost the state $400 million in fed-

eral education funding.
She currently serves as
vice-chairwoman of the
committee. She is also
a member of the Health,
Human Services and
Senior Citizens Com-
mittee and the State
Government, Wager-
ing, Tourism, and His-
toric Preservation
Committee.

In 2010, Barbara
launched the Young
Women’s Leadership
Program – a seminar
engaging high school
juniors and seniors in

the political process.
Prior to entering the Senate, she

served for seven years in the Gen-
eral Assembly and was a ranking
Democrat on the Assembly Budget
Committee.

Sen. Buono began her career in
public service in 1992, when she
won a seat on the Metuchen Bor-
ough Council and served as
Metuchen Police Commissioner.

Barbara and her husband, Martin
Gizzi, are parents to six adult chil-
dren: Sarah, Allegra, Lance, Tessa,
Ariella and Sofia.

Barbara and Martin live in
Metuchen.

Kim Guadagno

Barbara Buono

Milly Silva (D)
Candidate for Lieutenant Governor

Milly Silva was born in the Bronx,
where she was raised by a
single mother from Puerto
Rico. Granted a scholar-
ship to attend a prestigious
middle school in seventh
grade, she made an hour-
long commute on public
transit each morning to
go to classes.

A graduate of Colum-
bia University, she em-
ployed a combination of
grants, loans, and work-
study to become the first
in her family to earn a
college degree. Milly began actively
organizing workers, women, minori-
ties, and low-income people at age 20.

Westfield’s Home Video Studio
Wins Seven Stars Award

APPRECIATION...Thank you to our customers and friends.

WESTFIELD — In business less
than four years, Westfield’s Home
Video Studio (HVS) continues to rack
up awards for excellence. Owner Dan
Weiniger received one of the first
HVS Seven Stars Awards, given to
seven of the almost 80 HVS fran-
chises in the U.S., Canada and Swe-
den, at the 13th annual Hanley Awards
in Las Vegas last month.

The Seven Stars Award honors stu-
dio owners for excellence in prod-
ucts and services, rising sales, at-
tending training, consistent sales and
marketing reporting, excellence in
marketing and advertising and con-
ducting open houses.

Mr. Weiniger was proud to accept
the award from presenter Larry Jor-
dan, an internationally renown Adobe
video editing consultant. Mr. Jordan

was one of the instructors at the an-
nual Las Vegas advanced training
session for HVS owners, where stu-
dio owners sharpened their skills on
Adobe Final Cut Pro, Photoshop and
other editing programs.

At the awards ceremony, Mr.
Weiniger also was honored as Studio
Owner of the Year, presented by HVS
founder Robert Hanley.

Home Video Studio specializes in
producing photo video keepsakes,
video-to-DVD transfers, home movie
transfers, video duplication, video
editing, sports or music scholarship
videos and photo archiving. To reach
Mr. Weiniger, call (908) 301-9033 or
visit his website,
www.homevideostudio.com/dan.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

From local mayors to negligent land-
lords, she has spent her
entire career standing up
to those who attempt to
impede the progress of
working people. For the
last decade, she has been
a leader at 1199SEIU – a
union representing
nearly 400,000 workers
– as it pursues health in-
surance benefits, a liv-
ing wage, and positive
work environments for
health care employees in
New Jersey.

Milly resides in Montclair with her
husband, John, and their three young
children.

Milly Silva

Republicans Democrats
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Setting the Right Direction for Scotch Plains...

• Partner and Co-Founder - Qtrade Capital Partners LLC, Westfield
• Formerly worked at Goldman Sachs
• Master of Science  Computational Finance - Carnegie Mellon University - Tepper School of Business
• Bachelor of Arts - Kenyon College, Double major in Mathematics and Economics - Highest Honors, Department of Mathematics 
• Phi Beta Kappa

• Fiscal Responsibility - Keep Spending in Check 

• Supports Responsible Shared Services

• Promote Revitalization of the Downtown

• Restore Library Funding to a Responsible Level

• Put Town Council Conference and Budget Meetings 
   on TV and Internet for All to See

• Restore Professionalism and Bring Decorum 
   to the Council

Llewellyn’s Goals as Councilman...

Llewellyn Jones
A Strong Financial Background

Vote for Jones for Scotch Plains Council on November 5th
Paid for by Jones for Township Council, 40 Spruce Mill Lane, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Tom Kean, Jr. (R)
Candidate for State Senate

Senator Tom Kean, Jr. was appointed
to the New Jersey Senate in March
2003 to fill out the unexpired term of
Rich Bagger. In November 2003, he
was elected to a full
four-year term. He has
served as Senate Re-
publican (Minority)
Leader since 2003 after
previously having
served as Senate Mi-
nority Whip. He cur-
rently serves on the Sen-
ate Commerce, Higher
Education, and Legis-
lative Oversight Com-
mittees and is a mem-
ber of the Legislative
Services Commission.

Mr. Kean joined the
state Legislature when he was ap-
pointed to the New Jersey General
Assembly in April 2001 to fill out the
unexpired term of Alan Augustine. He
then was elected to a full term in the
Assembly in November 2001.

Mr. Kean ran for Congress in the

Republican Primary Election in 2000
and was the party’s nominee against
Robert Menendez for the U.S. Senate
in 2006.

Prior to entering poli-
tics, Mr. Kean was an
aide to the late Con-
gressman Bob Franks
and was a special assis-
tant at the United States
Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA).

He has also been a
volunteer firefighter and
a volunteer emergency
medical technician.

Mr. Kean holds Bach-
elor of Arts degree from
Dartmouth College in
history and a doctorate

from the Fletcher School of Law and
Diplomacy at Tufts University in In-
ternational Relations.

Mr. Kean, the son of former Gover-
nor Thomas H. Kean, resides in West-
field with his wife, Rhonda, and their
two daughters.

Tom Kean, Jr.

Jon M. Bramnick (R)
Candidate for State Assembly

Assemblyman Jon M. Bramnick is
seeking a sixth term in the New Jersey
General Assembly. He was selected by
his colleagues to serve as
the Republican Leader
(Minority Leader) in 2012
following the sudden death
of Leader Alex DeCroce.
Mr. Bramnick is a mem-
ber of the Legislative Ser-
vices Commission.

A s s e m b l y m a n
Bramnick served on the
Plainfield City Council
from 1984 to 1991. He
was an assistant professor
of business law at Rider
University from 1984 to
1989 and an adjunct professor of busi-
ness law at Rutgers University from
1989 to 1990.

Professionally, the Assemblyman is
a partner in the law firm of Bramnick,
Rodriguez, Mitterhoff, Grabas and
Woodruff, based in Scotch Plains. He
was admitted to the New York Bar in
1978 and the New Jersey Bar in 1984.
He is a certified civil trial attorney and
a frequent lecturer for both the New
Jersey Institute for Continuing Legal
Education and the American Associa-
tion for Justice. In 2001, he served as
president of the Richard J. Hughes Inns
of Court, an association of professional
attorneys dedicated to teaching young
attorneys.

Jon M. Bramnick

He often volunteers his services as a
comedic auctioneer on behalf of non-
profit organizations, including the

American Red Cross, the
Diabetes Foundation of
New Jersey, Elijah’s Prom-
ise Soup Kitchen, the AIDS
Benefit Committee, the
Boy Scouts of America and
the New Jersey State Sym-
phony.

A s s e m b l y m a n
Bramnick holds a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Po-
litical Science from Syra-
cuse University and re-
ceived his law degree from
Hofstra University’s

School of Law. He resides in Westfield
with his wife Patricia and has two grown
children, Brent and Abigail.

Nancy Munoz (R)
Candidate for State Assembly

Nancy Munoz

Nancy Munoz was appointed dur-
ing a special convention
to the New Jersey Gen-
eral Assembly in 2009 to
fill the vacancy follow-
ing the death of husband,
Assemblyman Eric
Munoz. She later won a
three-candidate-con-
tested Primary that June
and was elected to a
two-year term in No-
vember 2009.

A nurse, she serves
on the Assembly Health
and Senior Services
Committee. She is also a member of
the Assembly Commerce and Eco-
nomic Development Committee. She

was also named Deputy Republican
Whip this year.

A resident of Summit,
Mrs. Munoz holds Bach-
elor of Science and Mas-
ter of Science degree in
nursing from Skidmore
College and Hunter Col-
lege, respectively. She has
worked as a nurse at Mas-
sachusetts General Hos-
pital, the Sloan Kettering
Cancer Center, and Over-
look Medical Center, and
has worked as a risk care
manager for Continental

Insurance Health Care.
She has five children with her late

husband.

Blue Sky Cafe Is Now Open
On South Ave. In Westfield

WESTFIELD — Blue Sky Cafe, a
new restaurant located at 1120 South
Avenue West (formerly Mama Lous,
next to Peterson’s), is now open for
breakfast and lunch, with dinners
coming soon. Blue Sky is owned by
husband and wife Marcos and Jill
Ramirez.

Marcos, originally from Costa
Rica, has been in the gourmet deli
business for over 20 years in New
York City, and has now brought his
famous recipes to New Jersey. Blue
Sky Cafe features healthy fare, in-
cluding fresh roasted turkey, steam
cooked pork, fresh baked roast beef,

herbal mayonnaise, chipotle mayon-
naise and famous house dressing.
Soups made daily are all natural and
dairy-free. Desserts also are baked
daily on premises. Vegetarian and
Kosher options are available.

The Grand Opening Celebration
will be Friday, November 1, through
Sunday, November 3. The mayor will
be on hand on Saturday, November 2.
Mention this article and receive a free
cup of soup with purchase of any
sandwich.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

District 21 District 21
Jill Anne LaZare (D)

Candidate for State Assembly

Michael Komondy (D)
Candidate for State Senate

Michael Komondy has operated a Dunkin
Donuts franchise for three decades. He also
serves as a volunteer firefighter in Bernards
Township. He previously ran for township
committee in Bernards Township.

Michael Komondy

Jill Anne LaZare of
Summit has a private law
practice in Summit. A
small firm practitioner,
her practice focuses on
family and commercial
matters.

She holds a Bachelor
of Science degree in
Computer Science from
Monmouth University
and a law degree from
Rutgers University.

She attended the New
England Conservatory
of Music for piano, stud-
ied abroad, and follow-
ing the birth of her three children,
later returned to school to acquire a

law degree.
Following the loss

of a child to a drug
overdose, she worked
with Democrats and
Republicans in pass-
ing the Good Samari-
tan law.

A vocal advocate for
women activism and
empowerment, Ms.
LaZare provides pro
bono services to the
Fortnightly Club in
Summit, Gilda’s Club,
and the Rachel Coali-
tion.

Jill and her family reside in Sum-
mit.

For election results
www.goleader.com

Jill Anne LaZare

Norman Albert (D)
Candidate for State Assembly

Norman AlbertCivil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Representation · Civil Litigation

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

Norman Albert, a resident of
Cranford, is a private practice attorney
with over 24 years experience in the
areas of litigation and labor and em-
ployment law for private entities and
public institutions. He has experience
in the areas of munici-
pal government, includ-
ing the prosecution and
defense of traffic of-
fenses, criminal viola-
tions and township or-
dinances, negotiation of
collective bargaining
agreements and the
handling, settlement,
negotiation, resolution
and trial of litigation
matters.

Since 2009, he has
worked with Albert
DiRado and Kojac,
LLC, specializing in
municipal law, labor and employment
law, personal injury litigation, and the
general practice of law representing
labor organizations, individuals and
small businesses.

Since 1997, he has been the first
deputy county counsel for Union

County. His primary responsibilities
and focus was on the defense of county
government, constitutional officers and
various departments of county govern-
ment in tort claim and other litigation.

Mr. Albert received his Juris Doc-
torate from The Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania Law
School in 1985 and his
Bachelor of Arts degree
from Rutgers College in
1982.

Married with three chil-
dren, Mr. Albert was the
mayor of Cranford in 1995
and a member of the town-
ship committee between
1993 an 1995. He also
served as the chairman of
the Cranford Democratic
Committee from 2007 to
2010.

Mr. Albert has served on
a variety of local boards, including the
Cranford Housing Board, Cranford
baseball and softball leagues, Clean
Communities Committee and the
United Way.

He has run for the Assembly mul-
tiple times before.

Don’t Forget to Vote!
Election Day

Tuesday, November 5
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Paid for by Oliveira for Council, Jennifer Czarnecki, Treasurer, 503 Boulevard, Westfield, NJ 07090
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District 22District 22

John Campbell (R)
Candidate For State Assembly

John Campbell of Plainfield is a
24-year-old small business owner,
property owner, and
Babson College grad
where he served as
president of the stu-
dent body for three
consecutive years.

His work has in-
cluded small busi-
ness incubation,
consulting as well
campaign advisory
for a host of local,
state and federal
campaigns in both
New Jersey and
Massachusetts. John
also worked for former United
States Senator Scott P. Brown in

Jeffrey D. First (R)
Candidate For State Assembly

Jeffrey D. First of Middlesex Bor-
ough has held a variety of executive
administrative posi-
tions. For the previ-
ous 23 years he has
operated as both the
regional administra-
tor and chief execu-
tive officer of several
skilled nursing and
rehabilitation centers.
This to include
Bergen Regional
Medical Center,
which he was the
vice-president of
their long-term care
division responsible
for 691 residents.

Prior to receiving his license as a
nursing home administrator from
the department of health he was the
administrator of a drug and alcohol
rehabilitation facility, director of a
home care agency responsible for
880 home-bound elderly and dis-
abled adults, directed a camp for
severely mentally-challenged chil-
dren and adults, and began his so-

cial service career as a volunteer
and ultimately became the assistant

director of disaster
service for the Ameri-
can Red Cross.

For the previous
five years, Mr. First
was a state commit-
teeman, and served
his community as a
Middlesex council-
man. He ran two years
ago for the Assembly.

He attended John
Jay College of Crimi-
nal Justice in Manhat-
tan with a focus on
public administra-
tion. Jeff is married

to Ellen and has two children, Jeff
and Kimberly.

John Campbell

Jeffrey D. First

Boston.
Becoming a small business owner

at the age of 19, he
has given back to
youth, mentoring
countless children
through his church
and community and
fighting to give them
a better life. Believ-
ing in the phrase
“service above self,”
John is one of the
youngest members
of Rotary Interna-
tional, a service or-
ganization com-
prised of leaders/

small business owners who work
tirelessly to serve the community.

Robert M. Sherr (R)
Candidate For State Senate

Robert M. Sherr is a life-long
resident of the Borough of
Middlesex, graduating from
Middlesex High School in June of
1969.

He graduated from Middlesex
County College with a degree in
liberal arts and com-
pleted his undergradu-
ate studies at Richard
Stockton State Col-
lege, earning a Bach-
elor of Arts Degree in
Sociology in June of
1973.

He worked with the
Piscataway Depart-
ment of Health and at-
tended Rutgers Uni-
versity Cook College
to obtain a Certificate
in Environmental
Health and Law. He
continued with the Piscataway De-
partment of Health as a Licensed
Registered Environmental Health
Specialist (formerly called a Sani-
tarian) until March 1975.

He attended New Jersey City Uni-
versity (formerly Jersey City State
College) and in June of 1976 was
awarded a Master of Arts Degree in
Health Administration.

After working for the Plainfield
Division of Health, he was hired by

the Fanwood Board of Health in
December of 1976 as their part-
time executive officer. He was hired
by the Westfield Board of Health as
a licensed registered environmen-
tal health specialist in April of 1978.
In January of 1981, he was ap-

pointed as the direc-
tor of health/licensed
health officer with the
Westfield Board of
Health. Mr. Sherr re-
tired from his position
as public health direc-
tor/licensed health of-
ficer in December of
2008.

He served as a
Middlesex council-
man from January
1978 to December of
1980. In 1979, he ran
unsuccessfully for the

New Jersey State Assembly as the
Republican candidate for the 17th
legislative district. He later served
for three years in the1990s on the
Middlesex Board of Education and
was elected mayor, where he served
from 2009 to 2011.

Robert is married to Amelia (Con-
testable), an oncology research
nurse at the Steeplechase Cancer
Center at Somerset Medical Cen-
ter. They have three adult children.

Robert Sherr

Nicholas P. Scutari (D)
Candidate For State Senate

Nicholas Scutari was elected to
the State Senate in
2003 to represent
the 22nd District.
A lifelong Linden
resident, Senator
Scutari began his
career in public
service in 1993,
when he was
elected to the Lin-
den Board of Edu-
cation. He was
elected to the
Union County
Freeholder Board
in 1996, serving as
vice-chairman in 1998 and chair-
man in 1999.

Linda Stender (D)
Candidate For State Assembly

Assemblywoman Linda Stender
represents the stare’s 22nd Legisla-
tive District and is the
chairwoman of the
State Government
Committee, vice-
chairwoman of the
Transportation, Public
Works and Indepen-
dent Authorities Com-
mittee, and a member
of the Appropriations
Committee.

She holds a Bach-
elor of Arts degree
from American Uni-
versity in Interdiscipli-
nary Communications.

Asw. Stender previously served

Jerry Green

Jerry Green (D)
Candidate For State Assembly

trict status, which has brought over
$100 million per year to the district to
educate the children and millions in
construction dollars to renovate and

build new schools. He
was one of the key spon-
sors of legislation re-
quiring institutions of
higher education to in-
stall sprinkler systems
in all dormitories.

He has served with
the Salvation Army, par-
ticipated in numerous
fundraising drives for to
fight cancer and other
diseases that affect fami-
lies, was honorary
WalkAmerica chairman
for the Northern Jersey
Chapter of the March of
Dimes. Mr. Green re-
sides in Plainfield with

his wife, Wanda.

Jerry Green is serving his 11th term
in the General Assembly. Since 2004,
he has served as a member of the
Assembly Health and Human Services
Committee. Mr. Green
is currently chairman
of the Assembly Hous-
ing and Local Govern-
ment Committee. Mr.
Green is a lifetime resi-
dent of Union County.

Early in his career,
he worked for a major
retail food chain in a
management position.
For the last 30 years,
he has been a self-em-
p l o y e d
businessperson and
consultant. He has
been an active public
servant for over 25
years. His record in-
cludes two terms as a Union County
Freeholder (1982-1984 and 1989-
1991.)

In 1990, he served as chairman of
the Freeholders Board. He served on
the Union County Planning Board,
the Parks and Recreation Committee,
and Human Services and Economic
Development, the Union County Ado-
lescent Substance Abuse Program, the
Private Industry Council, the Union
County Municipal Utilities Authority
and is an honorary member of the
Union County Police Chiefs Associa-
tion.

Mr. Green was one of the facilita-
tors responsible for bringing the Union
County College campus to Plainfield.

He is a prime sponsor of legislation
dealing with crimes affecting subur-
ban communities and has worked to
ensure that area children are educated
in a safe environment.

Mr. Green played a key role in re-
turning Plainfield to an Abbott Dis-

as a councilwoman from 1988–1990
and as mayor (from 1992–1995) in

Fanwood. She later
served three terms on
the Union County
Board of Chosen
Freeholders. She
served as chair-
woman of the Free-
holders in 1997.

She was elected to
the State Assembly in
2001 and reelected in
2003. She twice ran
unsuccessfully for
Congress from the
Seventh Congres-
sional District in 2006

and 2008.

Linda Stender

Nicholas P. Scutari

A practicing attorney with an of-
fice in Linden, he
earned his law de-
gree from Thomas
Cooley Law School
in 1993. He gradu-
ated from Kean Col-
lege with honors
and received his
Master’s Degree
from Rutgers Uni-
versity in 1990.

Senator Scutari is
currently chairman
of the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee
and was previously

chairman of the State Government
Committee.

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
MAKING IT OFFICIAL…Mayor Colleen Mahr performs Fanwood’s first
same-sex marriage on October 25 in Borough Hall. David Rivera and Sandy
Herrera, Fanwood residents for the past 22 years, held a civil union in 2007, also
performed by Mayor Mahr.

www.goleader.com

The donkey was first associated with
Democrat Andrew Jackson  during his
1828 presidential campaign. His oppo-
nents called him a “jackass” for his
populist views. Jackson was entertained
by the apparent insult, and used the
image of the strong-willed donkey on
his campaign posters. Cartoonist Tho-
mas Nast help establish it as the symbol
of the Democratic Party.

Cartoonist Thomas Nast provided
the Republicans with their elephant. In
an 1874 cartoon, Mr. Nast drew a don-
key clothed in a lion’s skin scaring off
animals at the zoo, except for the fear-
less elephant, which was labeled “the
Republican vote.” The symbol still en-
dures as the Republican Party’s  icon.
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Matt Sontz 
Westfield Town Council 

3rd Ward 

ELECTION DAY 
NOVEMBER 5, 2013 

I ask for your vote on November 5th.  I 
will work hard for us each and every day. 
You will always get my best. 

 

  Sincerely, 

  Matt Sontz 

My family: Lillian, Dylan, Tyler, Matt, and Skylar 

About Me 
 
�� Small Business Owner in Westfield �� Attorney/Mechanical Engineer 

�� 10 Year Resident �� Husband and Father of Three 

�� Baseball Coach �� Volunteer  

 

Paid for by Matt Sontz for Westfield Town Council, 109 Vernon Terrace, Westfield, NJ 07090 

 

 

ON NOVEMBER 5th VOTE

FOR

STRONG LEADERSHIP, FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY, and IMPROVING WESTFIELD 

JACK WALSH, DAVE HAAS, MATT SONTZ 
(4th Ward Council Candidate) (Candidate for Mayor) (3rd Ward Council Candidate) 

Paid for by Dave Haas for Westfield Mayor
521 Shackamaxon Dr. Westfield NJ 07090
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Jill 
LaZare 

is endorsed by:
Planned Parenthood  

Action Fund of NJ 
and 

NJ Citizen 
Action

On November 5th VOTE
Lou Beckerman

for Scotch Plains Council
Paid for by Scotch Plains Victory 2013, PO Box 563 Scotch Plains, NJ 07076, Theresa Mullen Treasurer. 

Republican Candidates for Union County Freeholder
Ira Geiger (R)

Candidate for Union
County Freeholder

Ira Geiger of Union Township is
an outreach coordinator of conserva-
tive Republican campaigns at
moshenet.com and a substitute
teacher at Union County Public
Schools where he teaches academic
subjects and special education. He
previously was a substitute teacher
for the Baltimore County and Carroll
County School Districts in Mary-
land. He started his career as a week-
end care worker for developmentally
disabled adults in Brooklyn, N.Y.

He has a bachelor’s degree in psy-
chology and education from Touro
College and a master’s degree in edu-
cation from McDaniel College. He is
a 1997 graduate of the Torah Acad-
emy of Bergen County.

Marc Krauss (R)
Candidate for Union County Freeholder

Marc Kraus previously served three
years, from 2010 to 2013, on the
Springfield Township Council and
chaired the Spring-
field Board of Health.

Mr. Krauss cur-
rently is a senior pro-
gram analyst with the
Marine Corps Sys-
tems Command - PM
AMMO at Subsystem
Technologies, Inc. at
the Picatinny Arsenal.

He served 21 years
in the United States
military including two
tours in Iraq, attain-
ing the ranks of cap-
tain and major.

Mr. Krauss has been
appointed by Governor Chris
Christie to serve on the Veterans
Service Council. The appointment
is pending a state Senate judicial
review.

Mr. Krauss was previously a pro-
gram manager at Charles F. Day and
Associates, LLC at Picatinny and an

operations analyst
major for the United
States Army at Fort
Monroe, Va.

He has a Master of
Science degree in
Project Management
from the Florida In-
stitute of Technology
and a Bachelor of
General Studies,
General Administra-
tion from  the Uni-
versity of Nebraska
at Omaha. He also
holds an A.A.S. in
Electronic Systems

Technology from the Community
College of the Air Force.

Mr. Krauss was the Grand Mar-
shal of the 2013 Springfield Me-
morial Day Parade.

Ira Geiger

Marc Krauss

P. Mark Martini (R)
Candidate for Union County Freeholder

P. Mark Martini has over 20 years
of experience in the
private sector hold-
ing significant lead-
ership positions in
the finance industry
at prominent banks
that include Bank of
America, JP Morgan
and Deutsche Bank;
plus legislative and
legal experience in
the public sector,
performing roles for
the Massachusetts
House of Represen-
tatives, Senate, Dis-
trict Attorney and At-
torney General
Office(s).

P. Mark Martini

A New Jersey native, Mr. Mar-
t ini  grew up in
Bergen County and
graduated from
Don Bosco College
Preparatory High
School (Ramsey,
N.J.) before earn-
ing his bachelor of
arts and juris doc-
tor  degrees at
Villanova Univer-
sity and Massachu-
setts School of Law
at Andover, respec-
tively. Mark and his
wife, Kathryn, re-
side in Westfield,
with their six chil-
dren.

Don’t forget to vote! Tuesday, November 5

Deadlines
News & Ads - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 2pm

Submittals: email preferred
Photos: Color Digital

Paste text into email, no attachments
Please proof your work

press@goleader.com

In-Depth Coverage • Community News • Regional Sports • Editorial Commentary  • Arts & Entertainment • Education Matters • Important News Happening in Your Town

The Westfield Leader The Scotch Plains Fanwood TIMES
Subscribe online today ... goleader.com/subscribe

Westfield • Scotch Plains • Fanwood • Mountainside • Cranford  • Garwood • 52 BIG Issues Mailed To Your Home Each Thursday
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�� INDEPENDENT BUSINESS
      LEADERSHIP & MANAGEMENT

�� ROLL BACK & CUT TAXES TO
      THE COUNTY

�� EMPOWER MUNICIPALITIES TO
      MANAGE PROPERTY TAX REVENUE

�� NO MORE TAX, BORROW & SPEND

�� CREATE MORE JOBS & ATTRACT NEW
      BUSINESSES TO UNION COUNTY

�� MORE TRANSPARENCY,
      ACCOUNTABILITY & OPEN DEBATE

MARTINI for FREEHOLDERMARTINI for FREEHOLDER
FOR A BETTER UNION COUNTYFOR A BETTER UNION COUNTY

PAID FOR BY MARTINI FOR FREEHOLDER COMMITTEE 

“I was an INDEPENDENT prior to to 
this election and it does not matter if 
you are a Democrat or Republican, 
this campaign is not about party 
affiliation. It is about total 
representation! Representation of 
Union County’s 21 towns and over a 
half a million residents”.

“The Democrats have had a 16 year run of a 
ONE PARTY-ONE RULE REIGN and the 
ALL-DEMOCRAT UNION COUNTY 
FREEHOLDER BOARD SPENDS $500mm 
dollars a year and our TAXES are up 110% ! 
The Freeholder Board needs new blood, a new 
voice, and a true business leader and manager 
that is not a career county politician. I want to 
be that voice and that leader so we can have A 
BETTER UNION COUNTY”.

“If you support rolling back taxes to 
the county and keeping our property 
tax revenue in towns for local schools 
and services; please vote Martini, 7B-
Column B, FOR A BETTER UNION 
COUNTY, where our children’s 
education and safety is the #1 
priority”.

P. Mark Martini, Republican Candidate for Union County Freeholder, has over 20 years of business leadership and management experience in the private sector holding 
significant positions in the finance industry at prominent corporations. Plus Martini, has relevant legislative and legal experience in the public sector, performing roles for the 
Massachusetts House of Representatives, Senate, District Attorney and Attorney General Office(s). A New Jersey native, Martini grew up in Bergen County and graduated 
from Don Bosco Preparatory High School (Ramsey, NJ) before earning his Bachelors of Arts and Juris Doctor at Villanova University and Massachusetts School of Law at 
Andover respectively.

�� 

P. Mark Martini,
UC Freeholder Candidate
(VOTE 7B-COLUMN B)

P. Mark Martini,
UC Freeholder Candidate
(VOTE 7B-COLUMN B)

P. Mark Martini,
UC Freeholder Candidate
(VOTE 7B-COLUMN B)

�OFFICE TITLE
TÍTULO OFICIAL

P. Mark
MARTINI 7B

Union County FreeholdersDemocratic Candidates

Ralph Froehlich (D)
Candidate for County Sheriff

Ralph Froehlich, a Union resi-
dent, was first elected Sheriff of
Union County in
1977 and is currently
in his 12th term. He
is the longest-serving
County Sheriff in
New Jersey history.

A career law en-
forcement officer, he
was a member of the
Elizabeth Police De-
partment for almost
20 years, attaining the
rank of lieutenant. He
also is a U.S. Marine
Corps veteran.

A 1975 graduate of
Kean College, he at-
tended the North-
western University Traffic Institute
in 1968 and is a member of Pi

Ralph Froehlich

Sigma Alpha, the National Political
Honor Society.

The Sheriff is a past
president of the Na-
tional Jail Managers
Association, served
four terms as president
of the New Jersey
Sheriff’s Association,
and is a member of the
board of the Salvation
Army and Urban
League. He has been
president of the New
Jersey County Offic-
ers Association and
member of the Sher-
iff/Judicial Liaison
Court Security Com-
mittee.

He was Grand Marshal of the 2013
Westfield Memorial Day Parade.

Linda Carter (D)
Candidate for Freeholder

Freeholder Linda Carter is a life-
long resident of Plainfield. She
graduated from the University of
Maryland, Eastern
Shore where she
earned her Bachelor
of Science degree in
Business Adminis-
tration. Freeholder
Carter also holds a
Master of Science
degree in Manage-
ment, Information
Management from
Stevens Institute of
Technology in
Hoboken.

Freeholder Carter
is the first African-
American woman to
serve as chairman of
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders. Last year, she served
as vice-chairwoman of the Free-
holder Board, and also on the
county’s Fiscal, Homeland and
Shared Services Committees. She
also is a commissioner of the Raritan
Valley Rail Coalition and a com-

missioner of the Middlesex County
Utilities Authority.

She previously served as coun-
cilwoman at-large in
Plainfield. In the sec-
ond year of her first
term she held the po-
sition of council presi-
dent and has chaired
the Committee of the
Whole for three years.

Freeholder Carter
is employed by the
Passaic Board of Edu-
cation as a high
school business edu-
cation teacher, and
also has served as
head cheerleading
coach at Passaic High
School.

Prior to her career in education,
she worked for AT&T in Access
Management of the CFO Division.
She also worked for AT&T Credit
Communication Systems as port-
folio asset manager handling end to
end leasing for clients within the
Eastern Region.

Bette Jane Kowalski (D)
Candidate for Union County Freeholder

Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski
was elected to her first term in 2004
and was re-elected in
2007 and 2010. As
Freeholder Chair-
woman in 2007, she
promoted initiatives
for shared county-
local services to re-
duce costs and in-
crease efficiency.

For several years,
she has served as the
Freeholder liaison to
the Human Services
Advisory Council
and is a member of
the Open Space,
Recreation, and His-
toric Preservation
Trust Fund and the
Cranford River Maintenance Com-
mittee and the Tree Advisory
Board. She also has served on the
board of the Union County Per-
forming Arts Center.

In addition, Freeholder Kowalski
has served on the Workforce In-
vestment Board and the Raritan
Valley Railroad Coalition, the Cul-

tural and Heritage Programs Advi-
sory Board, the Advisory Board on

Education, Policy
and Administrative
Code Committee, the
Economic Develop-
ment Committee, the
Commission on the
Status of Women,
and the Committee
on the Status of Li-
braries.

F r e e h o l d e r
Kowalski grew up in
Cranford and gradu-
ated with honors
from Cranford High
School. She has a
master’s degree in
journalism from New
York University and

a Bachelor of Arts from Hunter
College, where she graduated
summa cum laude and Phi Beta
Kappa. As an editor and writer,
Ms. Kowalski has worked for nu-
merous publications, including
New York Newsday, the Village
Voice and World Press Review. She
is married and lives in Cranford.

Linda Carter

Bette Jane Kowalski

Sergio Granados (D)
Candidate for Union County Freeholder

Freeholder Sergio Granados, a na-
tive of Elizabeth and community ac-
tivist,  has experience
working with various
non-profits and volun-
teer organizations. He
joined the freeholders
in September, filling the
vacancy of Dan
Sullivan, who resigned.

Mr. Granados is of
Portuguese and Salva-
dorian descent (he is
tri-lingual), and is a
graduate of Kean Uni-
versity and Elizabeth
High School. He has a
Bachelor of Science in
Business Manage-
ment.

He works as a super-
visor in the City of Elizabeth’s health
division where, among his responsi-
bilities, he conducts budget review
and analysis, policy implementation
and training. He also is responsible
for the supervision of a staff of hous-
ing and health inspectors.

He had previously served in other
areas for the City of Elizabeth, in-
cluding the public information of-
fice, where he was in charge of a tax
return program that provided free tax

services to low- and middle-income
families.

Mr. Granados also
served in the city’s
Bureau of Tourism,
Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs, where
among his duties, he
conducted meetings
with Hispanic orga-
nizations, organizing
cultural events.

He has served
with many different
organizations in
Elizabeth, including
Hispanos Unidos,
the Elizabeth Portu-
guese Lions, the
Portuguese Instruc-
tive Social Club and

the Elizabeth Portugal Day Com-
mittee.

He also has experience working
with cultural organizations such as
the consulate of El Salvador, Peruvi-
ans for Progress, the Juneteenth Com-
mittee, the Martin Luther King Jr.
Commemorative Committee and the
Union County Dominican Parade and
Festival. He also organized a suc-
cessful fundraiser for the Trinitas
Comprehensive Cancer Center.

Candidates For Scotch Plains Township Council
Llewellyn Jones (R)

Candidate For Township Council
Lou Beckerman (D)

Candidate For Township Council
Lou Beckerman was appointed to

the Scotch Plains Township Council
in January to fill the seat vacated
when Kevin Glover became mayor.

Mr. Beckerman is a
member of the Board
of Trustees of Jewish
Federation of Greater
Metro West, past
president of Congre-
gation Beth Israel, past
president of the Pro-
fessional Insurance
Agents Association of
New Jersey (2004-
2005), a member of
the Union County
Planning Board, a
commissioner of the
New Jersey Intergov-
ernmental Joint Insur-
ance Fund and former chairman of
the Scotch Plains Democratic Com-
mittee.

He was named “Professional In-

Lou Beckerman

surance Agent of the Year” by the
Professional Insurance Agents As-
sociation of New Jersey in 2008. Mr.
Beckerman has served on numerous

committees dealing
with insurance issues
as well, including the
Commissioner’s Pro-
ducer and Company
Committee and the
New Jersey Commis-
sioners Automobile
Rate Advisory Com-
mission.

The incumbent and
his wife, Ann, a li-
censed clinical social
worker (LCSW) at
the Veterans Admin-
istration in Lyons, are
the parents of

Michael, a member of the
Beckerman & Company firm, and
Sara, a doctor of Audiology in prac-
tice in New York City.

Election Day — Tuesday, November 5

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Llewellyn Jones

A native of Minnesota origi-
nal ly,  Llewel lyn
Jones has a been a
member  of  the
Scotch Plains Zon-
ing Board of Adjust-
ment for the last
three years. He has
l ived in  Scotch
Plains over the past
four years with his
wife, Bridget; the
couple has a 5-year-
old son and a 2-
year-old daughter.

He has  a
bachelor’s degree in
mathematics  and
economics  f rom
Kenyon College and
a master’s degree in computa-
tional finance from Carnegie
Mellon University. Six years ago,
he left a first job at a global in-
vestment bank and, along with

some colleagues, founded a fi-
nancia l  por t fol io
management com-
pany in neighboring
Westfield.

Mr. Jones also is a
member of the JCC
in Scotch Plains,
coaches  in  the
Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Youth Soccer
Association, attends
St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church in Westfield
and serves as an as-
sociate member of
the Scotch Plains
Republican Com-
mittee.

Sergio Granados
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Glenn Mortimer

Fanwood

Tom Kranz (D)
Candidate for Fanwood Borough Council

Tom Kranz, a 19-year Fanwood
resident and 15-year
volunteer with the
Fanwood Rescue
Squad, is seeking a
spot on the Borough
Council.

Currently the di-
rector of Communi-
cations at Chelsea
Senior Living, he is
also the president of
Tom Kranz Commu-
nications, LLC.

Originally a native
of Philadelphia, he
was a 25-year news
professional for
CBS News, New
York and did local television and
radio in Philadelphia.

Kathy Mitchell (D)
Candidate for Fanwood Borough Council

Democratic Councilwoman Kathy Mitchell
is seeking re-election. A Fanwood resident for
more than 50 years, she is a retired senior
citizen who served previously as a registered
nurse at Runnells Specialized Hospital.

She went to Holy Trinity High School in
Westfield before heading to the Elizabeth Gen-
eral School on Nursing.

She has served on Fanwood’s Borough
Council from 1999 to the present, acting as
council president in 2004 and 2007.

A founding member of the Fanwood Recy-
cling Association, she is a liaison to Fanwood’s
Cultural Arts committee. The incumbent is an
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church member and
volunteer as well, and she serves on the Interfaith
Council for the Homeless of Union County.

Jean Michelle Moore (R)
Candidate for Fanwood Borough Council

Jean Michelle Moore will repre-
sent the Republican Party this No-
vember, vying for a
seat on Fanwood’s
Borough Council fol-
lowing fellow Repub-
lican Tony Parenti’s
decision not to seek
re-election.

Ms. Moore has re-
sided in Fanwood for
four years with her hus-
band, Patrick, and chil-
dren, Austin, Gwen,
Spencer and Reland.

Kathy Mitchell

Tom Kranz

Jean Michelle Moore

Kevin Campbell (D)
Candidate for Cranford Township Committee

Cranford

Kelly M. Howard (D)
Candidate for Cranford Township Committee

A successful businessman and fa-
ther of three, Kelly M. Howard will
bring extensive private
sector experience to
the township commit-
tee.

Kelly is vice-presi-
dent of corporate com-
munications for a
$2.3- billion publicly
traded company. He
provides strategic
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s
counsel to the CEO
and other senior man-
agement, particularly
in the areas of thought
leadership, crisis/issues management

Mary O’Connor (R)
Candidate for Cranford Township Committee

Mary O’Connor first moved to
Cranford over 40
years ago. Her
daughter is a second-
generation Cranford
High School gradu-
ate. She holds a
Bachelor of Arts in
Communications
and works in educa-
tional technology.

Mary has been a
member of the
Cranford Planning
Board since 2008.
Other involvement
has included: mem-
ber of the Hyatt Hills Golf Commis-

Bob D’Ambola (R)
Candidate for Cranford Township Committee

Kelly M. Howard

Mary O’Connor

Township Commissioner Kevin
Campbell is a life-long resident of
Cranford. He was elected to Township
Committee in 2009 and
served as deputy mayor
in 2010. This year he is
commissioner of public
safety.

As public safety com-
missioner he oversaw the
restructuring of
Cranford’s Police Depart-
ment to ensure officers are
on the streets, not behind
desks. A strong opponent,
Kevin has fought devel-
opment on Birchwood Avenue and at
555 South Avenue. He worked with
the township administrator and Mayor
Tom Hannen to bring Cranford’s bud-

get in line without disastrous cuts to
services.

Kevin attended St. Michael’s gram-
mar school, and graduated
from Cranford High
School. He then went on
to Kean College and after
that to Seton Hall Law
School. Kevin was admit-
ted to the Bar in 1993 and
has been practicing law
ever since.

He served on the zon-
ing board from 2001 to
2008. He continues to
serve on the river clean-up

committee and on Cranford’s airport
noise advisory board.

Kevin is a member of the Garwood
Knights of Columbus.

Bob D’Ambola

and executive positioning. He has
worked for some of the world’s lead-

ing professional ser-
vices firms and led glo-
bal expansion into Lon-
don and Singapore. He
was also responsible for
global execution of cor-
porate planning and cli-
ent services.

Kelly and his wife
Tracy have three young
boys, Robert, Connor
and Cian. He is a mem-
ber of the Cranford zon-
ing board, Cranford
P.A.L. and Cranford

Parent’s Wrestling Club Boards.

sion, vice-chairwoman of Cranford
Republican Munici-
pal Committee, lec-
tor at Saint
Michael’s Church,
member of the
Cranford Zoning
Board of Adjust-
ment, member of the
Cranford PTC
Scholarship Com-
mittee, member of
the CHS Project
Graduation Com-
mittee, and presi-
dent of Saint
Michael’s Home

and School Association.

Bruce Paterson

Jim Mathieu (R)
Candidate for Garwood Borough Council

Bruce Paterson (D) — Write-In
Candidate For Garwood Borough Council

Bruce Paterson is married and has
lived in Garwood for 21 years on
Willow Avenue. For the last 15 years,
as a resident he has
consistently attended
meetings such as coun-
cil, board of education,
planning board, free-
holders, etc.

He is a graduate of
Rutgers University
where he holds a de-
gree in mechanical en-
gineering. He holds a
master plumber’s li-
cense in New Jersey.
He works as the me-
chanical coordinator
for Benaka Construc-
tion in New Brunswick.

The candidate has served on the
Garwood Planning Board for the past
three years, served as secretary for the

Celebrations Committee for seven
years, as press secretary for the Senior
Club for a year, as cookbook chair-

man for the Centennial
Committee, three years
on the Historic com-
mittee, and served on
various steering com-
mittees such as the
Education Foundation
Inception, and the BOE
superintendent search
committee.

From 2003 to 2008
he published a 10-page
quarterly newsletter,
The Roaming Eye and
Ear (TREE), covering
the local community,

merchant and government scene in-
cluding Garwood-centric analysis,
commentary, trivia and general infor-
mation.

Garwood

Jim Mathieu was elected councilman
in Garwood in November
of 2010 in his first bid for
public office. He is seek-
ing reelection in 2013.

Councilman Mathieu
chose not to seek the en-
dorsement of the estab-
lishment Garwood Re-
publican Party and instead
ran in the Republican Pri-
mary as a conservative
Republican. Councilman
Mathieu was the top vote-
getter in June Primary and
was chosen by Garwood’s
GOP voters to run on Col-
umn B as a candidate of
the Republican Party.

Councilman Mathieu has lived most
of his life in Brooklyn, spending his
adolescent and 10 years in Staten Is-
land. He graduated Fordham Univer-
sity with honors in 1993 with a double

major in political science and classi-
cal civilization and
graduated Brook-
lyn Law School
with honors in
1996 where he was
editor-in-chief of
the Journal of In-
ternational Law.

After practicing
corporate law for
six years, he be-
came a realtor in
Brooklyn for seven
years, and entered
the field of finance
in 2009 at Wells
Fargo Advisors

and, most recently, with Merrill Lynch.
After they moved to Garwood in

July of 2008, Councilman Mathieu
married Elizabeth Marotta, a native
and lifelong resident of Cranford. They
have a son, James.

Glenn Mortimer
Candidate for Mountainside Council

Mountainside

Glenn Mortimer grew up in Mountainside. He
is finishing his 15th year on the Borough Coun-
cil. He is currently the chairman of the adminis-
trative and executive committee and the commu-
nications committee on council. He also serves
on the police, fire, and public works committees
and is council liaison to the library, Children’s
Specialized Hospital, and the planning board.

The councilman is employed as a Congres-
sional aid to Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) and as
a realtor at Prominent Properties Sotheby’s In-
ternational Realty.

He is a graduate of Deerfield School, Jonathan
Dayton High School, and Drew University. Mr.
Mortimer is also a member and past president of the Mountainside Rotary.

René Dierkes (R)
Candidate for Mountainside Council

René Dierkes moved to Mountainside in 1999.
Until the age of 16, he grew up on American
military bases in Italy, Germany and Spain,
where his father was the school principal for the
American Military children.

He has been Mountainside’s commissioner
on the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority since
2009 and is this year it’s chairman. In July of this
year, he was selected to fill a vacant seat on the
Mountainside Borough Council.

In December his wife will give birth to a baby
girl, the couple’s first child.

Professionally, Mr. Dierkes has worked at
Morgan Stanley since 1990 as a financial
advisor. René Dierkes

Make a memory for your family in Mindowaskin Park
The Friends of Mindowaskin Park are actively seeking donations for repair, beautification and future long-range projects.  We invite you to be a permanent part of 
Westfield’s history by commemorating your message on a granite paver at the Historic Bandstand’s Memory Walk. Personalized pavers can be purchased for $195 and 
your tax-deductible donation may qualify for a matching contribution from your employer. Please inquire for additional naming opportunities within the Park.

Name

Address

City, State & Zip

Phone:

e-mail:

Line 1

Line 2

Line 3
The Friends of Mindowaskin is a registered 501(c)(3).  All text is subject to Board approval.

Please fill out and remit with payment to:

FRIENDS OF

MINDOWASKIN PARK

P.O. Box 87
Westfield, NJ 07091
phone: 908-233-0028

www.mindowaskinpark.org
e-mail:  info@mindowaskinpark.org

Over 95 years of enjoyment for the Westfield community

Please indicate your desired inscription below (approximately 13-15 characters per line, 
depending on dimensions of letters and/or numbers chosen.  Spaces count as one.)

Makes a special gift for the holidays!

SM

Specializing in all aspects of
Mortgage Loan Financing

ROBERT DENA
Mortgage Loan Officer

973-568-0902
robert.dena@pncmortgage.com

Call for a free review of  your current mortgage or
get an in-depth pre-approval for your new dream home.

1 LINCOLN PLAZA
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090

• Business Health Plans

• Medicare Plans

• Term Life Insurance

benefitsnj.com

732-345-6300
Call for a Quote Today

A.Ammermuller
& Company

She is employed  as an executive
sales professional with the Sanofi Phar-

maceutical Company.
A member of the Fan-

wood Republican Com-
mittee, she has partici-
pated on the organizing
committee for the an-
nual Fanwood 5k Run a
well. Ms. Moore gradu-
ated from Western
Michigan University
and received an MBA
from University of
Michigan.

Bob and his wife, Cindy, have made Cranford their
home for 37 years. Their two sons attended Cranford
Public Schools and earned Eagle Scout awards. Bob
is employed as an emergency management supervi-
sor and served as a certified business continuity
professional.

Bob’s service to the community includes: Cranford
Emergency Management Committee, Cranford Plan-
ning Board, Teen Center Committee, Cranford Park-
ing Committee, Boy Scouts of America, and Knights
of Columbus.

Back To Nature
Health Foods

13 Walnut Avenue, Cranford

All Major Vitamins Lines, 200 Homeopathic Remedies

Gluten-Free Foods, Freeze Dried Emergency Food Kits and More!

Serving the community for 34 years

888-686-4276

Kevin Campbell
Jim Mathieu

Mike Martin (R)
Candidate for Garwood Borough Council

Mike Martin is a lifelong Union County resi-
dent and is the owner/operator of a Garwood-
based event planning business. He has 30 years of
business to business, sales and customer service
experience.

The candidate was previously a national sales
representative at The-Star Ledger where he handled
major accounts and national retail businesses. He
was also a sales manager for Local Yellow Pages.

He held customer service and sales training
development positions with AT&T from 1973 to
2003.

Mr. Martin holds a bachelor of arts degree from
St. Francis College.

Mike Martin

He is also the borough’s
webmaster of
fanwoodnj.org and
is a member of the
Fanwood Business
and Professional As-
sociation.

Mr. Kranz earned
a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Com-
munications from
Temple University.
He is married to wife
Marianne; the
couple has two sons
– Daniel, a U.S.
Capitol Police of-
ficer, and Jeffrey, a
senior at The Col-

lege of New Jersey.
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Fanwood Council Candidate Kathy
Mitchell Still Has Much to Do

I am Kathy Mitchell and I’m run-
ning for relection to Fanwood Coun-
cil. I am seeking reelection because
there is still much work to do. For
example, we must continue to in-
vest in downtown redevelopment
since this will help broaden our tax
base. With more businesses coming
into town, there will be more places
to eat, shop and meet and greet
friends.

We must continue to provide ex-
cellent programs for our senior citi-
zens who are our greatest resource.
They made Fanwood what it is and
continue to do so. One such pro-
gram is the handyman program,
which helps our seniors to stay in-
dependent in their own homes.

A new role I took on this year is
part of a committee to help the
library board determine the priori-
ties for their building. The library
plays a critical role in our commu-

nity and during Hurricane Sandy
became a great meeting point for
many. The building has some physi-
cal issues that currently are hinder-
ing programs and we as a commu-
nity must decide how to remedy
those issues, and to do it in a fis-
cally responsible manner.

These are just a few of the issues
that I enjoy working on for my
town. I chose nursing as a career
because I care. This has filtered
down to community service. I have
been volunteering in Fanwood for
the past 30 years and have served
on almost every board and commis-
sion. Fanwood is my family and I
care, so as part of the Mahr team,
Tom Kranz and I are asking for
your vote on Tuesday, November 5,
for Fanwood Council.

Councilwoman Kathy Mitchell
Fanwood Candidate

Matt Sontz’s Candidacy Statement For
Westfield Council Ward 3

I’m Matt Sontz and I am running
for town council in Westfield’s Third
Ward. It has been a pleasure meeting
so many of my neighbors and fellow
residents. Thank you to all who have
considered me for local office. I ask
for your support on Election Day,
which is November 5.

For those of you that don’t know me,
please let me tell you a little bit about
myself. I am a husband and father of
three. I live on Vernon Terrace, which is
just south of Jefferson School. My sons
both attend Jefferson. You can often see
me picking up my sons just outside of
the first grade pick up for Mrs. Arkin. I
have been an assistant coach for both of
my sons’ baseball teams throughout
the past few years. This fall you may
have seen me rooting on my older son’s
PAL football team at Tamaques Park
and Kehler Stadium. You may have
also seen me rooting for my younger
son’s soccer team at Memorial Park.

I have a Bachelor of Science degree
in Mechanical Engineering from
Rutgers University. I was a mechanical
engineer for the Department of De-
fense for four years. I have a juris
doctorate from Rutgers University. I
have been in the private practice of law
for about 10 years and have my own
law practice in town. I have also been a
volunteer on the Union County Con-
struction Board of Appeals for the past
six years. There I have been able to
utilize my engineering and legal back-
grounds for the benefit of all residents
in Union County including Westfield.

I previously ran for town council in
2007 and 2011. Both were rewarding
experiences. I am running again be-
cause I still feel that there is so much
more our town council can be doing to
improve our town. I previously circu-
lated and submitted to the town council
a petition to replace the crossing guards
on Central Avenue that were removed
due to budget cuts. The crossing guard
at Sycamore and Central was replaced
and the Central Avenue pedestrian
crossing guard was saved from being
cut. I continue to thank all of the resi-
dents who supported the cause and
helped us achieve this great result.

I have also spoken at town council
meetings and written newspaper letters
on topics such as restoring the use of
our fire department’s ladder truck, fully
staffing our fire department, increased
police presence when our part of town
was the victim of multiple home bur-
glaries, stopping speeding on our resi-
dential streets, and many others.

I will be a zealous advocate for Third
Ward residents and Westfield as a whole.
I will work tirelessly to ensure that our
town government is as efficient and
responsive as it can possibly be. Thank
you to all who have considered me for
the honor of being our next town
councilperson from Westfield’s Third
Ward. Again, I ask for your vote and
support on November 5.

Matt Sontz, Candidate
Westfield Council Ward 3

My opponent in the Fourth Ward
council race takes credit for paving
some roads in the Fourth Ward, but
considering that he “advocated” the
paving of “all or part of” 15 roads in
the Fourth Ward in four years, it is
hardly an accomplishment, when you
see the poor condition of roads in our
ward. One needs only to walk down
Pierson Street or Tamaques Way to
see that his attention or advocacy has
not been sufficient. Moreover, his
four years has demonstrated a con-
siderable lack of accomplishment.

He has overlooked the situation of
the people who live in the vicinity of
Tamaques Park, namely, Dickson
Drive, Village Green, Robin Hood Way
and New England Drive, due to the
overuse of Tamaques Park. Those resi-
dents are constantly dealing with traf-
fic and parking issues arising from the
seven-day-a-week, dawn-to- dusk use
of Tamaques Park for races, soccer,
baseball, softball, Little League touch
football and lacrosse. It has been clear
for years that the town needs at least
one other field to deal with the explo-
sion of year-round sports – all of which
are great – but Tamaques Park bears the
brunt of that explosion. Everyone en-
joys the 5k races at Tamaques, but other
neighborhoods should share the bur-
dens of the temporary street closures.

There has been no discussion on this
topic on the council and my opponent
should have been leading the discus-
sion as an advocate for his constituents.
I will be that advocate.

He also failed to continue the very
commendable program of Belgian block
installation for curbing. For years, Bel-
gian block curbing has lifted the appear-
ances of hundreds of streets in Westfield,
increasing property values and enhanc-
ing the overall appearance of this beau-
tiful town. Since the town assesses the
property owner for the curbing, taxpay-
ers pay nothing. But the town ended it
anyway. It made no sense, and he voted
to eliminate it. I will advocate its return.

Similarly, he has not advocated for
the return of the sidewalks program,
which was initiated when I was on
council. That program permitted resi-
dents to apply for installation or im-
provement of sidewalks with the town
paying 50 percent of the assessment. It
was a great investment in pedestrian
safety and comfort, but it was discon-
tinued. One need only walk on the
streets of Rahway and Central Avenues
to learn the benefits of sidewalks.

The Fourth Ward is not better off
than it was four years ago, which sug-
gests it is time for a change.

John J. Walsh, Candidate
Westfield 4th Ward Council

I began my campaign for mayor
with an introductory letter outlining
my goals. In weekly updates I ex-
panded on these goals hoping to in-
terest you as well. The goals I have
discussed come from my belief that
while this is a great town we must
constantly work to improve it. I close
here by highlighting some of the ones
most important to me.

I promise as your mayor that I will
join the “Mayors against Illegal Guns”
coalition. It is an organization devel-
oping moderate approaches to end-
ing gun violence in this country with
over 1,000 mayors participating and
1.5 million supporters across the
country. Their legislative goals in-
clude such things as uniform back-
ground checks and prohibiting those
on the no-fly terrorist watch list from
buying guns. Our mayor should be
participating in Mayors against Ille-
gal Guns to defend safety in West-
field.

Westfield deserves direct train
service to New York City during
commute hours and as mayor I will
work relentlessly to achieve this
goal. This would benefit not only
our commuters but increase the val-
ues of all of our homes. In 2008, our
current mayor pulled Westfield out
of the Raritan Valley Rail Coali-
tion, the primary group working for
the single-seat ride. As your mayor
I will bring Westfield back into the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition to help
bring us a One-Seat ride into New
York City. I have gathered almost
600 on-line petition signatures for
the Coalition.

Our taxes keep rising, almost 70
percent under our current mayor,
and our services have declined. In
2010 we declined stimulus money

available for Westfield to partici-
pate in any of the state energy sav-
ing programs. We should issue a
request for proposals for a private
company to manage our conserva-
tion center. This will not only save
us the cost of shipping our leaves to
Summit, but will be a revenue
source. I will insist on a clearly
stated need and to see the total costs
including the financing, operating
and maintenance costs for any capi-
tal purchase. I will appoint an ad
hoc committee to investigate how
other towns are sharing services
that we are not. We need to be
proactive.

I believe that our first spending
priority should be safety and that
the most urgent safety need is for an
increase in the number of firemen,
not for mobile command centers.
The cuts to our fire department have
left us with seven-man platoons. If
a truck with three firemen arrives at
a burning home there is little they
can do until more firemen arrive.
This has occurred many times, caus-
ing unnecessary damage to occur
and in one case, where the neigh-
bors all report a 20-minute gap be-
fore the second truck arrived, caus-
ing a house to burn down. That
shouldn’t happen. We have a paid
fire department and it should be
sufficiently staffed. We should en-
courage more volunteers to supple-
ment them and deliver the best fire
safety we can.

Those are my top priorities. Beyond
them, I will acknowledge the clear
statistics about the Central Avenue
crosswalk, identify the cause of the
increased accidents and solve the prob-
lem. I will change the council agenda
item to “public comments, questions
and answers” because our residents
have no other time to ask their elected
officials in public about issues that
matter to them. You deserve public
answers. I hope you share my vision
of a continuously improving West-
field and will honor me with your vote
on November 5th.

David Haas
Candidate for Westfield Mayor

Westfield Ward 4 Council Challenger
Chides Incumbent Opponent

David Haas For Westfield Mayor
Outlines Candidacy Positions

SP Police Offer Halloween,
Trick-or-Treat Safety Tips

AREA – The excitement of Hal-
loween for some children some-
times makes them forget to be care-
ful. Simple common sense can do a
lot to stop tragedies from happen-
ing and to ensure that everyone has
a safe and enjoyable day trick-or-
treating. As you are getting your-
self and your family ready for the
festivities, here are some tips to
consider courtesy of Scotch Plains
Police Chief Brian Mahoney and
the Scotch Plains Police Depart-
ment.

A parent or responsible adult
should always accompany young
children. Plan and review with older
children the route they will be tak-
ing and agree on a specific time
they should be home. Trick-or-treat
only in neighborhoods known to
the family. Stay in a group and
remain on well-lit streets and al-
ways use the sidewalk. If no side-
walk is available, walk on the far-
thest edge of the road facing traffic.
Never enter a stranger’s home or
car for a treat. Cross streets only at
crosswalks and obey traffic signals.
Use a flashlight and wear bright
colored or reflective costumes and

remove masks that limit eyesight
before crossing a street or drive-
way. Never consume opened or un-
wrapped food or beverage. No treats
should be eaten until they are thor-
oughly checked by an adult.

Chief Mahoney also reminds all
drivers to remain cautious and drive
slowly throughout the community.
To ensure the safety of all residents,
especially children, extra patrol units
will be on duty for Halloween.

The Scotch Plains Police Depart-
ment recommends children trick-
or-treat between the hours of 3 to 7
p.m. Chief Mahoney and the Scotch
Plains Police Department wish ev-
eryone a safe and enjoyable Hal-
loween.

Take the fear out of being close to your customers

sales@goleader.com (908) 232-4407 The Westfield Leader

Tuesday, November 5
***

For polling locations visit
www.ucnj.org

Levi Cory House Move
To Happen on Saturday

MOUNTAINSIDE — After two
postponements, Mountainside’s his-
toric Levi Cory House will be moved
this Saturday morning, November 2.
Necessary work will be completed to
reinforce a section of the framing and
chimney so that the 200-year-old
structure is ready for transport.

The house has been placed on “crib-
bing,” suspending it eight feet in the
air. It will be lowered onto a trailer
positioned underneath it. The mov-
ing company, W.A. Building Mov-
ers, will prepare the house and secure
it to the trailer before Saturday.

Once the trailer is hitched, the house
is expected to start moving between 9
and 10 a.m. It will proceed north for
approximately three-quarters of a
mile on New Providence Road to-
ward its final destination – Constitu-
tion Plaza, adjacent to the
Mountainside Public Library and the
Deacon Andrew Hetfield House.

The house will leave New Provi-
dence Road after crossing Route 22,
near the northeast corner of the inter-
section. Upon leaving the roadway, it
will proceed through the commuter
parking lot next to the library toward
its permanent location.

Depending upon roadway condi-
tions and utility company activity along
the way, the move is expected to be
complete by noon. During the move,
portions of New Providence Road will
be intermittently closed to traffic, as
will Route 22 for a short time.

Scott Daniels, Mountainside Res-
toration Committee chairman, rec-
ommends spectator viewing locations
on the lawn of Children’s Special-
ized Hospital, the Mountainside Bor-
ough Hall property at the corner of
New Providence Road and Route 22,

East, and at the bottom of the en-
trance ramp to Constitution Plaza
near the library.

Parking will not be allowed in the
library lots or on New Providence
Road. Spectators should park at the
Mountainside Pool, Borough Hall and
on side streets and should arrive at a
viewing location between 8:30 and 9
a.m. Spectators are asked to remain
at least 20 to 30 feet away from the
house. Food and beverages will be
available from early morning at The
Mountainside Deli at 895 Mountain
Avenue in Mountainside and at the
food stand located near Mountainside
Borough Hall.

Crescent Choral Soc.
To Present Concert

PLAINFIELD  — Two Westfield
residents, Drude Roessler and Janna
Peterson, will have solo roles when
the Crescent Choral Society presents
a concert titled “Harmonious Haydn,”
Saturday, November 9, at 8 p.m. at
the Crescent Avenue Presbyterian
Church in Plainfield. This will be the
third in the current Crescent Con-
certs Series.

The chorus and soloists will be led
in Haydn’s “Te Deum” and
“Harmonie Mass” by F. Allen Artz,III,
director of music at the Crescent Av-
enue Church. Brenda Day, director
of music at the First Presbyterian
Church in Metuchen, will accom-
pany the singers.

Tickets are $20; $15 for seniors
and $5 for students and may be pur-
chased at the door. Handicap facili-
ties and large-print programs are
available. For inquiries, call (908)
756-2468 or visit crescent concerts.
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Westfield

Sam Della Fera, Jr. (R)
Candidate for Westfield Town Council, Ward 1

David Haas (D)
Candidate for Westfield Mayor

Andrew Skibitsky (R)
Candidate for Westfield Mayor

Andrew Skibitsky

Andrew Skibitsky is a product
director for Merck’s animal health
division.

The candidate
graduated cum
laude with a Bach-
elor of Science De-
gree in Marketing
from Rider Univer-
sity.

Mr. Skibitsky has
been mayor of
Westfield since
June 2005, when he
was appointed to fill
a vacancy left by
Greg McDermott’s
resignation. He was
elected to four-year
posts in 2005 and 2009, after pre-
viously serving as Third Ward

Jack Walsh (D)
Candidate for Westfield Council, Ward 4

Keith Loughlin (R)
Candidate for Westfield Council, Ward 4

Keith Loughlin

Matt Sontz (D)
Candidate for Westfield Council, Ward 3

Matt Sontz

David Oliveira (R)
Candidate for Westfield Council, Ward 3

Vicki Kimmins (R)
Candidate for Westfield Town Council, Ward 2

David Haas

David Haas is the assistant chair
of the Electrical and
Computer Engineer-
ing Department for
Laboratories at the
New Jersey Institute
of Technology
(NJIT).

Mr. Haas has a doc-
toral degree in optical
electronics from the
University of Califor-
nia at Berkeley.

He is serving his
second, full four-year
term on the council.
He previously served
on the council in 2003
when he was named to fill an unex-

Vicki Kimmins

Sam Della Fera

David Oliveira

Sam Della Fera is a partner with the
firm of Trenk, DiPasquale,Webster,
Della Fera and Sodono,
P.C. in West Orange. He
represents business en-
tities in financial
restructurings and
bankruptcy cases, as
well as municipal and
other public entities in
various state and fed-
eral court matters.

He graduated in 1992
from the Rutgers Uni-
versity School of Law
–Newark with honors,
and graduated in 1989
from Pennsylvania State University
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Politi-

cal Science and a minor in Business.
In 2006, Mr. Della Fera served on the

Westfield Board of
Education’s Citizens’
Advisory Committee
on Enrollment and
served as a member of
the Westfield Historic
Preservation Commis-
sion.

The candidate is a
parishioner of Holy
Trinity Roman Catho-
lic Church. He volun-
teered as a coach for
the Westfield Soccer
Association and has

been an assistant coach with the town’s
baseball program.

councilman, for which he was
elected in 2002. As a councilman,

he chaired the Pub-
lic Safety and Public
Works Committees.

He served as chair-
man of the Union
County League of
Municipalities. He is
a parishioner at the
Roman Catholic
Church of St .
Helen’s. In addi-
tion,. He has been a
wrestling coach with
the Westfield PAL
and has raised
money for juvenile
diabetes.

Mr. Skibitsky and his wife have
four children.

Vicki Kimmins works in retail
human resources and
is a 1980 graduate of
Pennsylvania State
University.

She was first
elected to the Town
Council in 2005. She
is the vice-chairman
of the council’s Code
Review and Town
Property Committee.

Ms. Kimmins is a
member of the Junior
League of Elizabeth-
Plainfield and a
former member of State Public Af-
fairs Committee, which promotes
legislation for the welfare of women

and children; served as chairwoman
of the Union County
Republican Women;
member of the West-
field Historic Society
and College
Women’s Club; vol-
unteer for the Agape
Soup Kitchen in
Elizabeth; past presi-
dent of Children’s
Specialized Hospital
Twigs; second vice-
president of the Jun-
ior Women’s Club,
and Westfield

Schools PTO committee chair-
woman.

The candidate has three adult sons.

David Oliveira is currently employed
as the business administrator for the
Clark Public Schools. Prior to working
in Clark, Mr. Oliveira worked as a CPA,
taught business at West Side High
School in Newark and was later was the
assistant principal of Weequahic High
School, also in Newark.

The candidate holds a bachelor’s
degree in business administration
from Boston University and a master’s
degree in education from Saint Peter’s
College. Mr. Oliveira is currently a
member of the Westfield Board of
Health. He and his wife, Anne, have
two daughters.

Keith Loughlin was previously em-
ployed as an attorney in
private practice. He is
currently employed as
general counsel with the
state Assembly Repub-
licans’ office in Tren-
ton. He also served as
policy director for state
Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21, West-
field).

The candidate gradu-
ated from the Univer-
sity of Florida and

Hofstra University School of Law.
Mr. Loughlin was

first elected to the town
council in 2009 and is
a member of the West-
field Memorial Library
Board of Trustees.

The candidate is ac-
tive with the Westfield
Y Men’s Club, the
Westfield Rotary Club,
and as a youth football
coach in the Westfield
Police Athletic League.

pired term. Mr. Haas serves on the
council’s Finance
and Public Works
Committees. He pre-
viously was a mem-
ber of the town’s
Board of Adjustment
for six years.

Mr. Haas is a mem-
ber of the Westfield
Rotary Club, Friends
of the Westfield Me-
morial Library and
the Westfield Ice
Hockey Association
Board.

He and his wife,
Dana Stevens, have

two adult children.

Matt Sontz is a self-employed attorney at
Matthew H. Sontz, LLC in Westfield.

The candidate holds a Bachelor of Science in
Mechanical Engineering from Rutgers Univer-
sity and graduated from Rutgers University
School of Law in Camden.

Mr. Sontz is a volunteer member of the Union
County Construction Board of Appeals and an
executive committee member of the New Jersey
State Bar Association Young Lawyers Division.
He also volunteered as a coach for his sons’ T-
ball teams. The candidate previously ran for
council in 2007 and 2011.

Mr. Sontz and his wife, Lillian, have three
children.

Westfield’s Home Video Studio
Wins Studio of the Year

MEMORABLE MOMENT...Dan with his family accepting his award.

WESTFIELD — Westfield’s
Home Video Studio won the presti-
gious Studio of the Year award at
the recent 13th annual Hanley
Awards in Las Vegas. The award is
given to honor a studio owner’s
excellence, quality, participation,
help to others, mentoring, and a
performance exceeding expecta-
tions.

Dan Weiniger, owner of West-
field Home Video Studio (HVS), is
one of almost 80 studios in four
countries. “It’s meaningful for me
because it shows that I am bringing
my customers the best in video ser-
vices, and at the same time the best
in customer care,” he said, adding

that he has great respect for the
other HVS studios and is proud to
be associated with them.

The Studio of the Year award re-
cipient is chosen by HVS founder
Robert Hanley, and it came as a
surprise to Mr. Weiniger, since it is
not an award a studio applies for.
Mr. Weiniger won the Rookie of the
Year award during his first year in
business, which opened in October
2011.

Home Video Studio specializes
in producing photo video keep-
sakes, video-to-DVD transfers,
home movie transfers, video dupli-
cation, video editing, sports or
music scholarship videos and photo
archiving. To reach Mr. Weiniger,
call (908) 301-9033, e-mail him at
weinigerontheweb@aol.com or
visit  his website,
www.homevideostudio.com/dan.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

“We have built several homes and have never been as satisfied as we were with Anthony
James.  The experience and organizational skills of this company is incomparable.”

(New Home)

(Addition/Renovation)

“We would like to thank you personally, Anthony, for your amazing attention to detail in
every phase of the project.  Your suggestions added so much to the elegance of our home.”

(Addition/Renovation)

“Our house is such a beautiful piece of art!!  I can’t thank you enough for all your help
(and extra help!!!) these past few months you (and your guys) have a wonderful gift. and
I’m grateful that I have been able to experience it.”

908.233.2225
www.anthonyjames.com

Jill LaZare, Candidate for District 21 Assembly

Andrew Skibitsky, Candidate for Westfield Mayor
One of the reasons I entered public

service is that, as a business executive, I
am of the belief that all levels of govern-
ment must relentlessly pursue cost effi-
ciencies in the delivery of their respective
services. To that end, my philosophy
since becoming mayor has been to “do
more with less.” We have done just that.

Since I became mayor, the council has
responsibly reduced the town’s workforce
by 20 percent. That means that Westfield
taxpayers are paying less for town em-
ployees today than they were in 2006. I
worked closely with all five collective
bargaining units, so that each unit responded
to our taxpayers’ needs in negotiating their
contracts. All the while, we have continued
to improve town services. Under my lead-
ership, the council has sought additional
support at the state and federal levels, secur-
ing over $3.3 million in grant monies, and
saving over $180,000 by refinancing our
bonds.

My opponent cannot change history.
Although he claims that I have not man-
aged the budget responsibly, he has voted
yes on 29 out of 33 of my operating and
capital budgets. And, while he attacks the
utility of the sewer fee, he neglects to
mention that he voted in favor of the fee.
Moreover, my opponent knows that with-
out the fee, municipal services would have
to be significantly reduced to what the
members of the town council unanimously
determined to be unacceptable levels. Simi-
larly, my opponent voted in favor of grant-
ing the contract for the mobile command
center, which he has since attacked for the
sake of political expediency. For him to
attack my record now is simply political
rhetoric, and the Westfield voters deserve
better than that.

In addition to managing a tight budget,
we have continued to improve the quality

of life in Westfield. We became the first
town in the State of New Jersey to success-
fully establish a “Quiet Zone.” We stopped
construction of a 150-foot cell tower in a
residential neighborhood. We’ve imple-
mented numerous traffic safety improve-
ments, particularly around school zones,
and have made shopping in town more
convenient with 15-minute free parking at
street meters and by adding over 120 park-
ing spaces for shoppers.

I have also worked with the council to
ensure that Westfield plays its part in pro-
tecting the community beyond our borders.
Our “green team” has been working hard to
make the town more environmentally sus-
tainable. We have installed solar panels on
the library, instituted town-wide clean-ups
and expanded recycling options and educa-
tional initiatives, recently recognized na-
tionally for our “Re-scaping the Suburbs”
local initiative to encourage homeowners
to incorporate native greenery into their
landscapes.

We could not have accomplished so
much without input from our residents.
During my Saturday morning office hours,
I have met with hundreds of residents who
share my passion for ensuring the West-
field remains a great place to live and raise
a family. I have encouraged residents to
keep informed with an updated, user-
friendly website and through the use of
social media such as Twitter and Facebook.

If re-elected, I vow to continue to scruti-
nize every line item of our budget while
improving municipal services and consid-
ering the long-term interests of Westfield
residents. I thank you for allowing me the
chance to serve as your mayor, and I ask for
your vote on November 5th.

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
Westfield

Jeff First, Candidate for District 22 Assembly
Our team consisting of Robert

Sherr for Senate, and John Campbell,
and me for Assembly are dedicated
to being responsive to the needs of
residents of the 22nd Legislative Dis-
trict. We will break through the
gridlock in Trenton to help Governor
Christie to bring about the changes
necessary to move our state forward.

Robert Sherr, John Campbell, and
I are willing to put people ahead of
politics in representing you on diffi-
cult issues facing us. We will work to
lower property taxes, reduce spend-
ing, and help our small businesses to
grow in our state to move our
economy forward. Party labels have
gotten in the way of real results for
the middles class. Trenton politicians

like Nick Scutari, Jerry Green and
Linda Stender have refused to work
with Governor Christie to provide
property tax relief, and the changes
we need to address to put our state
back on track to move forward. They
have created the mess in Trenton and
refuse to work with both parties to
clean it up.

Robert Sherr, John Campbell and I
will stand up to politicians from both
parties to do what is right for the 22nd
District. This election, we deserve a
change in Trenton not the same old
tired team selling us the same bill of
goods.

Jeff First
Assembly Candidate, District 21

My name is Jill LaZare; I live and
work in Summit. As an attorney, I have
spent years protecting and defending
people in situations that are difficult for
them, with a specialty in empowering
women who are dealing with legal
issues. This experience has well-
equipped me to fight for the people of
my district when I am elected to the
Assembly.

I had no intention of running for
office until a few months ago.

My only daughter, Brooke, died of a

drug overdose on May 8, 2012, and I
was trying to deal with that loss by
involving myself with the Drug Policy
Alliance. I started going to Trenton to
testify on drug bills that would help
prevent deaths by overdose. In Febru-
ary I appeared before the Assembly
Health and Senior Services Committee
on a bill that provided wider education
and access to Naloxone, an antidote to
opioids.

The number-one issue for most
people in the 21st district is property
taxes. Throughout New Jersey they
have continued to rise, despite the 2-
percent increase cap because munici-
palities are circumventing the cap by
imposing user fees for services. Many
of the towns in my district provide
these services to their residents inde-
pendently of one another. I plan on
encouraging municipalities to share
services – to pool their resources and
consolidate many of their public pro-
grams – to help save money and reduce
our property taxes.

The second issue deals with the num-
ber-one cause of accidental death in
New Jersey, drug overdose. It has
reached epidemic numbers, of which
most people are unaware. We need to,
as Christie Christie stated at the Drug
Overdose Bill signing, “save lives first.”

Unlike the incumbent, I care deeply
about the people of our district. I offer
compassionate representation to the
people of my district. Assemblywoman
Nancy Munoz is a mother who voted
against reasonable gun bills. She is a
nurse who voted against women’s health
bills. She voted against marriage equal-
ity and against raising the minimum
wage thereby making it difficult for
hardworking families to support their
children.

I support those bills, but I will also
work to reduce property taxes by en-
couraging shared services among mu-
nicipalities. So if the people of this
district want to work with someone
who cares deeply about them, please
vote for me, Jill LaZare, on November
5, 2013.

Jill LaZare
Assembly Candidate, Dist. 21

Jack Walsh is a maritime lawyer with Freehill,
Hogan and Mahar in New York.

He holds a Bachelor of Science degree from
St. Joseph’s College and a Juris Doctor degree
from Villanova University.

Mr. Walsh previously served as a third ward
councilman from 1997 to 2000.

The candidate has volunteered for the West-
field Baseball League, the Optimist Club and
the Westfield Boosters. Additionally, he coached
basketball for St. Helen’s Parish and soccer for
the Westfield Soccer Association. He regularly
attends church at St. Helen’s and taught CCD
there from 1999 to 2008.

Mr. Walsh has four adult children.

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-030550-13
FILE NO. 17625-13

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
BEATRICE L. MILLER, HER
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES
AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in
which FWDSL & ASSOCIATES L.P. is the
plaintiff and BEATRICE L. MILLER, HER
HEIRS, ET ALS; are defendants, pending
in the Superior Court of New Jersey, Chan-
cery Division, UNION County and bearing
Docket No. F-030550-13 within thirty-five
(35) days after October 31, 2013 exclu-
sive of such date. If you fail to answer or
appear in accordance with Rule 4:4-6,
Judgment by Default may be rendered
against you for relief demanded in the
Complaint. You shall file your Answer and
Proof of Service in duplicate with the Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Tren-
ton, New Jersey 08625, in accordance
with the Rules of Civil Practice and Proce-
dure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 11-073, sold
on 6/8/2011, dated 6/9/2011, and was
recorded on 7/8/2011 in Book 13140 at
Page 882, made by MARIA GLAVAN,
Collector of Taxes of PLAINFIELD, and
State of New Jersey to FWDSL & ASSOCI-
ATES L.P. and subsequently assigned to
plaintiff, FWDSL & ASSOCIATES L.P..
This covers real estate located in PLAIN-
FIELD, County of UNION, and State of
New Jersey, known as LOT 32 BLOCK
130 as shown on the Tax Assessment Map
and Tax Map duplicate of PLAINFIELD
and concerns premises commonly known
as 319 BERGEN STREET, PLAINFIELD,
New Jersey.

YOU, BEATRICE L. MILLER, HER
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS, HER,
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS
IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST, are
made party defendant to the above fore-
closure action because you are the owner
of a property which is the subject of the
above entitled action.
DATED:  October 25, 2013

MICHELLE M. SMITH, CLERK
Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 10/31/13, The Leader Fee: $70.38

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Jack Walsh
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A proven record of
protecting the 4th Ward.

      A plan to do even 
      more for Westfield.
    

FOR WESTFIELD TOWN COUNCIL

DELLA FERA
SAM

�

��It’s About TRUST.

���It’s About EXPERIENCE.

����   It’s About LEADERSHIP.

Paid for by Westfield Town Republican Committee, 15 Hawthorne Drive, Westfield, NJ 07090
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PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT
sealed bids will be received by the Board
of Education of the Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood School District, Evergreen Avenue
and Cedar Street, Scotch Plains, Union
County, New Jersey, 07076 on Wednes-
day, October 13, 2013 at 10:00 a.m.
prevailing time. Bids will be received for:

DISTRICT-WIDE WIRELESS
ELECTRONIC DOOR LOCK
SYSTEM

Bids must be made on the proposal
forms in the manner designated, enclosed
in a separate sealed envelope with the
name and address of bidder and the words
“bid enclosed” noted on the outside, and
must be delivered to the Secretary of the
Board of Education, or the Board’s desig-
nated representative at the above place
on or before the hour named. The Board of
Education will not be responsible for bids
mailed or misdirected in delivery.

No bid may be withdrawn for a period of
sixty (60) days after the date set for the
opening thereof.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et seq., pertaining to the “Pub-
lic School Contracts Law”.

All bidders are placed on notice that they
are required to comply with the require-
ments of P.L. 1975, Chapter 127.

Specifications and full information may
be obtained upon request at the Business
Office of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education (908.232.6161 x4013), Ever-
green Avenue & Cedar Street, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076.

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF EDU-
CATION OF THE SCOTCH PLAINS-FAN-
WOOD SCHOOL DISTRICT UNION
COUNTY, NEW JERSEY.

Deborah S. Saridaki,
Board Secretary

1 T - 10/31/13, The Times Fee:$42.33

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that on
Wednesday, November 13, 2013 at 7:30
PM in the Town of Westfield Municipal
Building, Council Chambers, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, a
PUBLIC HEARING will be held by the
Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield for variance approvals (Section
11.03E5: front yard setback – 120.8 feet
required, 76.5 feet proposed; Section
11.03E13: Building mass at zoning side
yard – 25 feet maximum, 34.25 feet pro-
posed; Section 13.01: Accessory struc-
tures – alterations to existing nonconform-
ing carriage house and pump house re-
quire d(2) use variance) and such other
variances, relief and/or waivers that may
be required upon an analysis of the plans
and testimony at the Public Hearing on the
Application submitted by the Applicant/
Owner, Brandt Colby Gaines, for property
located at 200 Woodland Avenue, Block
2003, Lot 57 on the Tax Map of the Town
of Westfield. The property is located in the
RS-40 Zone District. The Applicant is pro-
posing to demolish the existing home and
build a new home.

When the case is called you may appear
either in person or by agent or attorney and
present any objections which you may
have to the granting of this Application. A
copy of the Application and plans are on
file and available for PUBLIC INSPEC-
TION in the office of the Town Engineer,
959 North Avenue West, Westfield, New
Jersey, during that office’s normal busi-
ness hours.

HEHL & HEHL, P.C.
Attorneys for the Applicant/Owner

1 T - 10/31/13, The Leader Fee: $36.72

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Member of Coldwell Banker International President's
Premier-Top 1% of Sales Associates Nationwide

# 1 REALTOR - Total Production - 11 Years
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum - 2002-2009

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Gold - 1987-2001. 2009-2011.

Hye-Young Choi, Sales Associate

908-301-2015, Direct

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555 x 169

© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Westfield. Set on a picturesque street in The Gardens, this classic 10 room, 5 bedroom, 3 ½
bath colonial exemplifies traditional elegance, charm and inviting comfort with an open flow.
Many improvements include a new eat-in kitchen with stainless steel appliances, granite
counters, center island breakfast bar, adjacent family room with new powder room.  The
spacious living room features a fireplace flanked by leaded glass curio cabinets, embellished
molding and sunroom/library with new built-in bookcases.  A banquet size formal dining
room with bay window opens to the family room and kitchen. The second floor offers 4
bedrooms, 2 full baths and a third floor bedroom and storage. A newly remodeled recreation
room and bright laundry room complement an already spacious home. In addition, new high
velocity central air, new interior and exterior paint, and new roof.  Conveniently located with
nearby schools, town and park.      $1,090,000.

Warren. Traditional elegance abounds in this 12 rooms, 6 bedrooms, 6 ½ bathroom, Chateau like
colonial set on 1.5 acres in the desirable Kingswood Estate section of Warren. Country living at its best
with the conveniences of nearby highways, shopping and eateries.  The engaging architecture is a
welcoming picture of symmetry, grace and imposing design. The 2 story entry opens to the living room
with custom built-ins, formal dining room, custom outfitted library, well-equipped kitchen and breakfast
room, guest suite with full bath and laundry. The second floor features an exceptional master bedroom
with sitting room, dressing area, luxurious bath and two sided gas fireplace. 4 more spacious bedrooms
with 4 full baths complete 2nd flr.  The fully remodeled walk-out basement employs  a full bath, new
kitchen, wine cellar, great room and completely tiled floor. The newer in-ground pool and spa is
surrounded by a private park-like property with a regulation Bocce ball court. 3 car garage, multi-zone
heat and central air, sprinkler system, all underground utilities.      $1,599,000.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, 11/3  1-4PM • 4 Lexington Drive

CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 11/7/13, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-1C, 1st Floor E & O
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Maintenance Drainage, Cleaning, Video and Repair Contract, North - 2014;
Various Locations, North Region, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic,

Sussex, Union & Warren Counties. 100% State; DP No: 13454
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 N.J.A.C 17:27.
The awarded bidder must provide a completed Contractor Certification and Disclosure

of Political Contribution Form(s) according to both P.L 2205, C.51 and Executive Order
No. 117 within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Executive Order No: 117 is
effective on November 15, 2008. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must be
registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue, Business
Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of valid
business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid.  The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at Bid
Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe
follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents and plans
and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are directly
payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected
(BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the
following locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, New  Jersey 07856 Cherry Hill, New Jersey  08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 10/17/13, 10/24/13 and 10/31/13, The Leader Fee: $201.96

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 12/5/13, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor E & O
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
Re-advertisement of Median Crossover Protection Contract # 13, Contract No.

SWI123680; Various Locations on Route 15, Route 24, I-280, I-287 and I-80;
Township of Springfield, Summit, Township of Millburn, Township of

Parsippany-Troy Hills, Pequannock, Jefferson, Riverdale, Township of Sparta,
and Township of Frelinghuysen, Allamuchy, Union County, Essex County,

Morris County, Sussex County and Warren County.
Federal Project No: NHP- C00S (512) UPC NO: 123680; DP No: 13153

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 N.J.A.C 17:27.
For Federal projects, Bidders must register with both the New Jersey Department of

Treasury, Division of Revenue pursuant to N.J.S.A 52:32-44 AND the “Public Works
Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L.2003, c. 91) prior to
contract execution.  Appropriate proof of these registrations should be provided to NJDOT
as soon as possible.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at Bid
Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe
follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents and plans
and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are directly
payable to Bid Express.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected (BUT NOT OB-
TAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the following
locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, NJ 07856 Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6624

3 T - 10/31/13, 11/07/13 and 11/14/13, The Leader Fee: $195.84

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

The Town of Westfield is requesting
proposals for an Insurance Risk Manage-
ment Consultant.

The proposal is due by 10:00am, Tues-
day, November 26, 2013 at the Office of
the Town Clerk, Town Hall, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090. Five
(5) copies of the proposals must be sub-
mitted.

Proposals will be rejected if not submit-
ted within time, date and place designated.

Specifications can be obtained through
the Town Clerk’s Office between the hours
of 8:30am and 4:30pm. Questions regard-
ing the RFP should be made in writing
addressed to the Town Clerk, Town of
Westfield, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090 or faxed to (908) 233-
3077 at least 5 business days prior to the
date of submittal.
1 T - 10/31/13, Leader Fee: $20.91

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DAYSI’S CLEANING SERVICES

HEALTHCARE CLASSES

CNA classes start
mornings November 13rd,
evenings November 6th.

CHHA, classes start
evenings November 18th.
NCLEX RN/PN REVIEW

weekends November 17th.
High Success Rates

Humane Concepts Healthcare
(908) 688-8184 or (908) 265-9803

APARTMENT FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
1 Bedroom Apartment in a 2 family
house. 2 blocks from center of
town. $1465/month plus utilities.
No pets. call (908) 232-4655.

SITUATION WANTED

Caregiver for Elderly People Look-
ing for Job. I Have Experience &
References. Certified. English &
German Speaking. Drive own car.

(732) 648-5428
HOUSE CLEANING

Do you need someone to clean
your house, apartment or Condo?
We are your team! We’re a reliable
couple with excellent references.
Free Estimates. (862) 900-3432

YARD SALE

Saturday, Nov 9, 9:00 to 3:00
850 Rahway Ave, Westfield
NO EARLY BIRDS!!! Many
household items, Christmas
decorations and antique silver,
glassware and china.

LEAD TEACHER / ASS’T TEACHER

Santa Fe Centers
New Providence, NJ

Early Childhood Teacher needed
for full and part time positions in
our childcare centers for ages 3
months-6 years. Experience with
CDA, AA or BA a plus to provide
developmentally appropriate play
based learning to assure each
child's social, emotional, physical
and intellectual growth. Candidate
will plan and implement sensory
and hands on activities to support
our philosophy.  Please email
cover letter and resume to
itcsantafe@gmail.com Attn
Diane or fax to (908) 363-1881.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTIFELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town
of Westfield, New Jersey will meet on
November 13, 2013 in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the follow-
ing appeal(s) for bulk (c) and use (d) vari-
ance relief from requirements of the West-
field Land Use Ordinance.

D. Villane Construction, LLC, 1608
Boulevard. Applicant is seeking approval
to construct a new house contrary to Sec-
tion 12.03D of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires a front yard setback of
40 feet. Proposed is 30 feet.

Brandt Colby Gaines, 200 Woodland
Avenue. Applicant is seeking approval to
construct a new home contrary to Sections
11.03E5 and 11.03E13 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires a minimum
front yard setback of 120.8 feet. Proposed
is 76 feet 6 inches. Ordinance allows a
maximum building mass wall length at a
zoning side wall of 25 feet. Proposed is +
34 feet, 3 inches.

Paul Goncharoff & Xin Huang, 428
Mountain Avenue. Applicant is seeking
approval to install an air conditioner con-
denser in the side yard contrary to Section
13.02H6 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance requires a setback of 5 feet. Pro-
posed is a setback of 10 inches.

Charles Heuer & Monique Bouhours,
513 Dorian Place. Applicant is seeking
approval to construct a third floor dormer
contrary to Sections 11.08E6  and 11.08E8
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
requires a side yard setback of 10 feet.
Proposed is 9.11 feet. Ordinance allows a
maximum of 2.5 stories. Proposed are 3
stories.

Hillary & Brian Kaplan, 335 Canter-
bury Road. Applicant is seeking approval
to construct a one-story addition contrary
to Sections 11.07E7, 12.04E1 and 12.04F1
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
requires a rear yard setback of 35 feet.
Proposed is 31.5 feet. Ordinance allows a
floor area ratio of 37%. Proposed is 38.36%.
Ordinance allows a maximum building
coverage of 20%. Proposed is 26.47%.

Yossi Arbitsman, 521 Cumberland
Street. Applicant is seeking approval to
construct a second floor addition contrary
to Sections 11.12E8, 11.12E12, 11.12E13
and 12.04E of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance allows a maximum story height
of 2.5 stories, Proposed is 3 stories. Ordi-
nance allows a maximum eave height of
22 feet. Proposed is 22.9 feet. Ordinance
allows a maximum continuous wall length
of 25 feet. Proposed is 38.4 feet. Ordi-
nance allows a maximum habitable floor
area of 37%. Proposed is 52.4% (including
basement).

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 10/31/13, The Leader Fee: $66.81

PART-TIME POSITIONS

Westfield Memorial Library
Library Page – 16 hrs/wk, Mon-Thu
5-9, $7.50 per hour.  18 yrs or older
Library Assistant – for busy Circ
desk, 11 hrs/wk Mon 9-5, alt. Tues
10-2 & alt. Sat 1-5, $12.50/hour

For additional info &
to apply please visit

www.wmlnj.org/helpwanted.asp
No phone calls. EOE

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

PUBLIC HEARING

A Public Hearing will be held on Tues-
day, November 12, 2013, at 7:15 p.m., or
as soon thereafter as the matter can be
heard in Council Chambers, Municipal
Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey.

For the purpose of receiving public input
on the Borough’s Union County Develop-
ment Block Grant Proposal(s) for year (40)
forty.

Proposals must be submitted in writing
to the Municipal Clerk by 4:00 p.m., Thurs-
day, November 7, 2013.

Christina M. Ariemma, RMC
Borough Administrator/Municipal Clerk

Borough of Garwood
403 South Avenue

Garwood, New Jersey 07027
1 T - 10/31/13, The Leader Fee: $18.87

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING PUMPED UP FOR THE RACE...Blue Devil Matt Luppino leaps in
the air just before the start of the Union County boys cross-country race at
Warinanco Park in Roselle on October 23. The Westfield boys and girls swept the
championship. See stories on page 11 of Sports. See more photos at
www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

Recent Home Sales

Scotch Plains: 08/22/13
Joseph T. and Donna Trivisonno to

Ryan M. Chesterman and Jayne
Aiello, 353 Montague Avenue,
$416,700.

Nancy Y. Leinfuss to Vanessa D.
and William Cruz, 412 Ridgeview
Avenue, $415,000.

Christopher T. and Lisa G.
Thumann to Jonathan B. and Susan
H. Lesser, 2052 Nicholl Avenue,
$681,000.

Christopher Adams to Brian D. and
Katherine Morris, 2222 Rhoda Place,
$405,000.

Carlos and Emily Villatoro to Peter
and Vanessa Cole, 2301 Westfield
Avenue, $427,000.

Jennifer Chapple and Stephen
Cusimano to Deanna Borchers, 2290
Coles Avenue, $379,000.

Jeong and Bokyong Kim to Lisa G.
Thumann, 375 Park View Drive,
$483,000.

Jorge and Erin Acosta to Ashley
Higgins and Helen McCue, 232 Byrd
Avenue, $383,000.

John and Barbara Sangiuliano to
Jose C. Cunha, 340 William Street,
$430,000.

Andrew M. and Elizabeth M.
Boroff to Mark Nardone, 432 Victor
Street, $386,000.

Mark A. and Carrie A. Merner to
Brian and Melissa Regenthal, 437
Victor Street, $370,000.

John and Alissa Montgomery to
Maureen Anglim, 31 Riga Street,

$339,900.
Michael J. and Mari C. Wernert to

Adam and Alana Goldberg, 210 Vic-
tor Street, $470,000.

Christopher and Marion E. Derrett
to Joshua P. and Lynn A. Timari, 825
O’Donnell Avenue, $520,000.

Westfield: 09/16/13
Robin Comiteau-Tully to Charles

K. and Kelly A. Sweeney, 2 Fairhill
Road, $985,000.

Arie and Tara Kanofsky to Andrew
Borak and Lena Tenzer Borak, 937
Woodmere Drive, $1,040,000.

Betty J. Brown to Richard E. and
Alison J. Russo, 1128 Prospect Street,
$605,000.

Laurence Peterson to Evan A. and
Ilysia W. Belosa, 1174 Lawrence
Avenue, $630,000.

Timothy A. and Denene A.
Shockley to Scott R. and Elizabeth J.
Jeffery, 854 Standish Avenue,
$1,275,000.

William E. Engel Jr. to Matthew J.
and Amanda T. Lewis, 541 Birch
Avenue, $641,250.

Robert J. and Virginia P. Bauer,
Trust to Demetrius C. and Lisa C.
Tsavekou, 917 Wyandotte Trail,
$933,683.25.

John E. Griffin to Geoffrey A. and
Jessica Marino, 736 Embree Cresent,
$460,000.

William D. and Carol A. Magnus
to David R. and Amy Lovato, 617
Embree Cresent, $815,000.

Bank of America to April Myers
and Michael Heffernan, 132 Lincoln
Road, $735,000.

Michael and Nancy K. Leahy to
Linda S. Habgood and Gary P.
Zanfagna, 240 East Dudley Avenue,
$1,995,000.

Patrick and Lesley A. Mahoney to
Gary J. and Stephanie J. Karp, 525
Lawrence Avenue, $989,000.

Burt A. and Janis D. Goldstein to
Jesus G. Almendral and Aurea An-
drea T. Deleon, 325 East Dudley
Avenue, $935,000.

Neil E. and Stephanie C. Schamban
to Patrick and Kimberly Legin, 411
Mountain Avenue, $750,000.

Karen R. Kaplowitz to Adam E.
and Claudine C. Dix, 424 Lawrence
Avenue, $823,000.

POLISH CLEANING LADY

 “Great work, Free estimates”
References available.

If you need a  hardworking
person with great experience to
clean your house or apartment

Call Agnes (908) 937-0346

YARD / HOUSE SALE

628 Coleman Place, Westfield
Saturday 11/2, 9-2 p.m.
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COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, November 3rd • 1-4PM

This magnificent 13 room all brick Tudor on nearly an acre of lush, professionally landscaped property with manicured gardens and terrace offers complete privacy. Architect-owned, the grand
foyer accesses an open floor plan with gorgeous chestnut millwork and quartered oak hardwood floors that fill oversized rooms boasting soaring ceilings perfect for entertaining both formal and
casual gatherings. Custom updates, including a gourmet center island kitchen with eating area opening to the lovely family room, blend perfectly with this stately residence…simply exquisite!

#1 Agent Westfield Office - 2006-2012
Visit my website at: www.frankdisoldi.com

email: isre@aol.com
Direct Line: 908-301-2038

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE … IT’S PRICELESS!

322 Hillside Avenue, Westfield, NJ $2,350,000

© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

Matt Sontz Asks For Westfield
Ward Three Council Votes

I’m Matt Sontz and I am running for
town council in Westfield’s third ward. It
has been a pleasure meeting so many of
my neighbors and fellow residents. Thank
you to all who have considered me for
local office. I ask for your support on
Election Day, which is November 5.

For those of you that don’t know me,
please let me tell you a little bit about
myself. I am a husband and father of
three. I live on Vernon Terrace, which is
just south of Jefferson School. My sons
both attend Jefferson. You can often see
me picking up my sons just outside of the
first grade pick up for Mrs. Arkin. I have
been an assistant coach for both of my
sons’ baseball teams throughout the past
few years. This fall you may have seen
me rooting on my older son’s PAL foot-
ball team at Tamaques Park and Kehler
Stadium. You may have also seen me
rooting for my younger son’s soccer team
at Memorial Park.

I have a bachelor of science degree in
mechanical engineering from Rutgers
University. I was a mechanical engineer
for the Department of Defense for four
years. I have a juris doctorate from Rutgers
University. I have been in the private
practice of law for about 10 years and
have my own law practice in town. I have
also been a volunteer on the Union County
Construction Board of Appeals for the
past six years. There I have been able to
utilize my engineering and legal back-
grounds for the benefit of all residents in
Union County including Westfield.

I previously ran for town council in

2007 and 2011. Both were rewarding
experiences. I am running again because
I still feel that there is so much more our
town council can be doing to improve our
town. I previously circulated and submit-
ted to the town council a petition to
replace the crossing guards on Central
Avenue that were removed due to budget
cuts. The crossing guard at Sycamore and
Central was replaced and the Central
Avenue Pedestrian Crossing Guard was
saved from being cut. I continue to thank
all of the residents who supported the
cause and helped us achieve this great
result.

I have also spoken at town council
meetings and written newspaper letters
on topics such as restoring the use of our
fire department’s ladder truck, fully staff-
ing our fire department, increased police
presence when our part of town was the
victim of multiple home burglaries, stop-
ping speeding on our residential streets,
and many others.

I will be a zealous advocate for third
ward residents and Westfield as a whole.
I will work tirelessly to ensure that our
town government is as efficient and re-
sponsive as it can possibly be. Thank you
to all who have considered me for the
honor of being our next town
councilperson from Westfield’s Third
Ward. Again, I ask for your vote and
support on November 5.

Matt Sontz
Westfield Ward 3 Candidate

If You Believe That We Should Move
Forward With Merger, Vote for Me

Saving tax dollars and delivering ser-
vices efficiently are my goals as a mem-
ber of the Scotch Plains Council.

We have an opportunity to save dollars
and improve police services through the
proposed merger of our police depart-
ment with Fanwood. After years of hard
work and bringing together Fanwood
and Scotch Plains, a committee of coun-
cil members from both towns and chiefs
of police from both towns have presented
a plan that with not lay off the rank and
file officers, will save $4.5 million over
five years and increase police patrols in
our community. There are details that
need to be worked out, but our colleagues
in Fanwood are reasonable people and if

our council continues to work in good
faith, I believe that we can work them out.
The Scotch Plains Republicans have made
it clear they are opposed.

The opportunity to save tax dollars and
improve service is at stake in this coming
election. If you believe that we should
move forward with the merger and con-
tinue to seek ways to reduce our costs,
please cast your vote for me on Tuesday,
November 5. I have lived in Scotch Plains
for over 30 years with my family and am
committed to reducing our property tax
burden and delivering essential services
efficiently.

Councilman Louis Beckerman
Scotch Plains Candidate

Consider The Issues Carefully When
You Vote for Scotch Plains Council

Westfield Ward Three Candidate
David Oliveira Enlists the Voters

The past six months have been a truly
wonderful experience, walking the many
neighborhoods of Scotch Plains and meet-
ing with residents to learn their thoughts
and concerns. There were many things I
expected to hear, such as property taxes
being an out-sized burden, and a strong
willingness to pursue shared services.
There were many things I learned, such
as a strong desire to see a revitalization of
the downtown area, and Scotch Plains’
commuters dislike for the process of ob-
taining Fanwood train station parking
permits.

I put myself forward as a candidate for
township council because I am deeply
invested in this community. My wife and
I have two small children, and we want
this community to be a wonderful place
for people to raise a family. At the same
time, I want Scotch Plains to be an afford-
able place, so that people aren’t forced to
downsize and move away from family
when their children graduate from the
schools. I’ve been actively involved in
the community immediately since mov-
ing to town. I’ve served on the township’s
zoning board of adjustment. I coach my
son’s soccer team. Our family are active
participants at the JCC, and at our church.

By way of background, I have a
bachelor’s degree in mathematics and
economics. I have a master’s degree from
Carnegie Mellon University in quantita-
tive finance. I started my career in the
capital markets division at Goldman
Sachs. After five years I left to co-found
a new finance company.

We’ve been in business over six years
now and are headquartered nearby in
downtown Westfield, meaning I’m al-
ways convenient to Scotch Plains. My
background as a financial professional
makes me particularly well suited to serve
on this council. I have the skills to dig
into the budget and make sure the tax-
payer is getting the best bang for the
buck.

As you go to make your decision to
vote, I ask that you consider very care-
fully the issues of the past year. My
opponent has a voting history, and I’ve
stated very clearly where I disagree with
a number of the actions taken. This year

started with the wholesale dismissal of
service providers and volunteers at town
hall, costing taxpayers money while new
providers get up to speed, and losing over
a hundred years of experience off of
township boards.

It followed with the termination of the
township manager, passed off as a resig-
nation. Even Scotch Plains TV was
knocked off the air for much of the year,
such that I’ve taken to recording the
council meetings myself and posting them
online for people to see. Even now, de-
spite having new TV management, I’m
still the only one making council meet-
ings available online.

In June in a 3-2 vote the council adopted
this year’s budget, a budget that was
poorly constructed in the absence of a
professional manager and makes inap-
propriate use of several sources of fund-
ing, raiding both the sewer utility and the
capital fund. It also represented priorities
I don’t agree with, increasing the money
spent on lawyers while slashing funds to
the library. They spent thousands of dol-
lars on a consultant to study the sewer
utility to implement a campaign promise
from last year, only to find out it was not
feasible, and that they have raided the
utility for so much money that next year
we will have a sewer rate hike.

Lastly, my opponent has supported the
actions that will result in an end of the
downtown SID and derail the best near
term chances for revitalization of the
downtown commercial district.

Scotch Plains, there is a clear differ-
ence between myself and my opponent
on a number of these issues. If elected, I
will work diligently to create fiscally
responsible budgets, support revitaliza-
tion of our downtown, move Scotch
Plains forward technologically, and al-
ways remain accessible to help with
your municipal concerns. You can read
much more about my positions on the
issues at
www.jonesforscotchplains.com. I ask for
your vote on November 5th

Llewellyn Jones
SP Council Candidate

The Virtues Of Voting No
Refuse Self-Destructive Act of Unity

Should it be permissible for a bor-
ough councilman to vote against in-
creasing debt, taxes and unnecessary
spending? On its face, that question
seems pretty foolish. I’m sure you’re
thinking: “A politician should vote
whatever way he thinks best! If he makes
the wrong call, he’ll answer to his vot-
ers.” If that’s your thought, Garwood’s
political class has a bone to pick with
you. These elites feel it is unseemly for
me to vote for tax relief if it comes in
the form a ‘no’ vote. According to them,
it is proof I’m not a team player and
can’t get along with others. To them,
increasing debt, taxes and spending by
5-1 votes is heavenly, but increasing
them unanimously is divine.

Let me offer an alternative view: I
believe government is just as likely, if
not more so, to do harm as well as good.
Many times the good intentions of poli-
ticians have resulted in unintended con-
sequences where the cure is much worse
than the disease it seeks to remedy.
(See Obamacare, implementation of).
Therefore, a firm ‘no’ vote in response
to government’s ham-handed endeav-
ors is just the act of leadership neces-
sary. With all due respect to the politi-
cal elites of both parties, I represent the
interests and beliefs of Garwood’s citi-
zens. I’m not there to be the darling of
the tax-and-spend lobby that, unfortu-
nately, also resides within the leader-
ship of my own party. I have yet to meet
the citizen who has told me to be sure to
increase taxes, spending and debt every
opportunity I have.

Are my ‘no’ votes a threat to civiliza-
tion? Or, are they just gauche — the
governmental equivalent of drinking
from the finger bowl or wearing black
dress socks with my shorts and sneak-
ers? I suspect the real reason the gov-
ernment class is so discomfited by my
‘no’ votes is that it shines a light on
their endless herd of ‘yes’ votes. Their
real fear is that I’m showing by my
actions that their ‘yes’ vote was not a
foregone conclusion and that they in-
deed had a choice.

That fear owes itself to the thing
politicians hate most — accountability.
If we all vote ‘yes’ like a bunch of
lemmings, then the political class can
tell their voters they had no other choice.

The blame for their ‘yes’ votes can be
pinned on the lawyers, the accountants,
the bureaucrats, the federal, state or
county governments, or any other of
the myriad bogeymen politicians use to
dodge responsibility. You may have
elected us to lead Garwood, but we
have chosen to follow others instead.

For us Republicans, unanimous ‘yes’
votes give us the political cover to tell
conservative voters, if we had our
choice, we’d fight the good fight of tax
and spending reform, take on the unions,
and live up to the rhetoric we spew at
you every October. However, we just
can’t do it because the game is rigged.
The Democrats have created a system
where we must vote ‘yes’ and, although
we’re going to vote like Democrats,
you should elect us because at least
we’re doing it reluctantly.

For Democrats, Republican
affirmations of tax, debt and spending
increases provide them political cover
to say theirs is the only reasonable path.
They can truthfully state: “Even the
Republicans know there’s no other
way.” All the while, they’re chuckling
their way to one election victory after
another because people naturally tend
to vote for people who actually believe
in what they’re doing — whether they
agree with them or not — rather than
those who say one thing and do an-
other.

I guess it is not enough for these
elites that we are doubling Garwood’s
outstanding municipal debt in the span
of three years and have increased the
borough’s taxes by 9.4 percent since
Mayor Quattrocchi took office in 2011.
Rather, we must unanimously jump off
the bridge into government’s endless
maw of taxes, spending and debt.

I refuse to join in this self-destruc-
tive act of unity. Garwood’s voters don’t
need another yes man. Our borough
may lack some things, but politicians
who increase your taxes year-after-year,
run up the municipal credit card, and
endlessly spend your money are in abun-
dant supply. As for me, I reserve the
right to offer a polite, but firm, ‘no.’

Councilman James Mathieu
Garwood, Candidate for Reelection

While I Am Proud of My First Term
Record, There Is More Work to Do

Four years ago, I promised the resi-
dents of Westfield’s Fourth Ward that I
would work hard for you if you gave me
the opportunity to serve as your council-
man. I would like to thank you for your
trust in me and it has been my honor to
serve as your councilman.

I made several campaign promises
during my first campaign in 2009. First,
I pledged to keep municipal spending
(and your property taxes) as low as pos-
sible. Upon taking office, we implemented
a town-wide government hiring freeze to
reduce the taxpayer cost of running our
local government. Four years later, we
cut the town payroll by 20 percent with-
out laying off any employees and pre-
served essential services like our out-
standing police, fire, and public works
departments.

I promised I would use creative solu-
tions to decrease the municipal portion of
your property tax bill. As a member of the
Westfield Memorial Library Board of
Trustees, I led efforts to identify and
return approximately $366,000 in un-
needed surplus funds to the town to re-
duce property taxes.

I promised to tackle the longstanding
high school parking issue. We partnered
with the board of education to expand the
student parking lots at Westfield High
School and Edison Intermediate School
with 107 new off-street spaces, added
additional parking restrictions on the sur-
rounding streets, added a bus lane to
improve traffic flow on Rahway Avenue,
and improved the safety and quality of
life of our neighborhood.

I promised to improve the conditions
of our streets. We paved numerous roads
in the Fourth Ward with more to come in
the near future.

I promised to keep Westfield a great
place to call home. When the Armory
proposed building a 150-foot cell tower
in the heart of our residential neighbor-
hood, we stopped construction and pre-
served our property values.

When Superstorm Sandy caused ex-
tensive damage to our town, we relied
upon new technologies and each other to
get through it.

Most importantly, we kept Westfield
the premiere place to call home in New
Jersey.

While I am very proud of my first term
record, there is always more work to be
done. I have walked our neighborhoods
and heard your ideas for improving our
great town. The ideas you have shared
with me are the issues I will focus on
during my second term. It is my goal to
make sure Westfield remains a safe and
affordable place for you to live and for
your children to establish their first home.

I will work to secure direct train ser-
vice to New York City during peak hours,
pave more roads, keep your property
values secure, and keep Westfield a great
place to call home.

As a member of our town council, I am
grateful for the opportunity to serve this
great town. I will continue to work hard
for you.

I ask for your vote on November 5th. I
thank you for your continued support and
trust.

Keith Loughlin, Candidate
Westfield Councilman, Fourth Ward

Here Are The Local Issues In Fanwood
That Are Important to Me

After 15 years of volunteering with
the Fanwood Rescue Squad and being
the architect of the town’s communi-
cations program which includes its
website and weekly e-blasts, I was
presented this year with the opportu-
nity to take community service to the
next level by running for Fanwood
Borough Council. I humbly ask you
for your vote as we head to the polls on
November 5th.

As you formulate your opinions about
the major issues facing New Jersey, here
are the local issues in Fanwood that are
important to me:

Reducing our tax burden. I pledge to
follow the example set by Mayor Mahr
and our bipartisan council in keeping a
tight rein on all spending. I believe the
continuing effort to combine police de-
partments with Scotch Plains is an in-
vestment in the future of both towns by
holding the line on costs, reducing taxes
and actually enhancing public safety
by putting more police on the street
while maintaining our quick response
times.

Business growth. All kinds of new
businesses and living opportunities have
appeared in Fanwood over the past sev-
eral years. More is on the way, including
the imminent groundbreaking for Fan-
wood Crossing II. This is a sign that
Fanwood is seen as a desirable place to
live and work. I support this type of smart
growth and welcome new merchants and
residents.

The one-seat train ride. NJ Transit’s
recent decision to phase in a pilot pro-
gram of direct-to-N.Y. train service on
the Raritan Valley line during off-peak
periods doesn’t come anywhere near do-
ing the right thing by daily commuters
who contribute millions to our local

economies and moved here for the con-
venience of the train. NJ Transit needs to
make the hard choices that will make
room for Raritan Valley single-seat rush
hour service through the Hudson River
rail tunnel. As someone who spent 15
years running up and down stairways in
Newark to make N.Y. connecting trains,
I can tell you it’s long overdue and I will
fight to make it a reality.

Effective communication. An impor-
tant lesson learned from Hurricane Sandy
was that when the power goes out, good
communication keeps us connected. I
will continue to prioritize reliable and
consistent communication to keep our
citizens in touch using tools like our
continually updated website, community
television, regular e-mail alerts, text mes-
sages, reverse 911 calls and our new
radio station at 530 AM, shared with
Scotch Plains, that will help get out emer-
gency information when our 21st century
devices fail us as they did during and after
Sandy.

Family life. It’s no surprise that Fan-
wood is rated the third best town in New
Jersey for raising a family in a recent New
Jersey Monthly magazine survey. With
our excellent schools, extensive recre-
ation programs, great library and safe
neighborhoods, it’s no wonder young
families move here and stay here. I will
work hard to maintain our family-friendly
environment.

I look forward to the opportunity to
serve my fellow residents in Fanwood
and hope you’ll vote for me and Kathy
Mitchell for Fanwood Borough Council
on November 5th.

Tom Kranz
Candidate for Fanwood Council

For the past six months, I have been
walking door-to-door in the Third Ward
in an effort to meet as many residents as
possible. As I complete my second trip
through the Ward, I have truly enjoyed
meeting so many people who share the
passion for our great town of Westfield.
Nearly every person I have met tells the
same story about why they moved to
Westfield: “It’s a beautiful town with
excellent schools and a great downtown.”

The message I have been sharing dur-
ing my campaign is that I want to keep
Westfield a great town and build upon the
attributes that encouraged all of us to
purchase our home and raise our families
here in the first place.

I will use my financial background as
a CPA and business administrator to re-
view the budget and make sure Westfield
is operating as efficiently as possible. It is
imperative that we review expenditures,
pursue shared service opportunities, and
examine every grant opportunity for ad-
ditional revenue streams.

I want to make sure that we focus on
keeping Westfield safe and secure and
that we maintain the beauty of our town
by focusing on quality of life issues. The
most common concern I have heard from
residents is the paving of streets. I will
push for more street paving and focus on
the streets most in need of repair.

One of the unique aspects of Westfield
that contributes to its charm is the ability
to jog down one of our tree-lined streets,
stroll through downtown or walk your
child to school. I plan to ensure that the
town renews its focus on pedestrian-
friendly policies that promote safety by

focusing on enhanced enforcement, edu-
cational programs, and traffic improve-
ments.

I will continue the open lines of com-
munication that I have already demon-
strated by ringing your doorbell, listen-
ing to your concerns, and sharing my
phone number and e-mail to remain ac-
cessible.

My wife Anne and I have lived in
Westfield for 10 years, and we feel privi-
leged to be raising our two daughters in
such a great town. We have come to
know so many friends and neighbors and
are repeatedly impressed by the spirit of
volunteerism. My goal as Third Ward
councilman will be to ensure that
Westfield remains a desirable town, so
that the tradition of children returning to
Westfield to raise their own family con-
tinues.

If you give me the opportunity, I will
work as your councilman with a positive
attitude, an open mind and a balanced
demeanor. This is my first time running
for town council and I will bring fresh
ideas that will keep Westfield a great
town and make the residents of the Third
Ward proud.

It has been a pleasure getting to know
so many residents and sharing my vision
for Westfield. I have worked hard to earn
your support and I look forward to the
privilege and opportunity to represent
the residents of the Third Ward as your
councilman. I ask for your vote on No-
vember 5th.

David Oliveira
Westfield Ward 3 Candidate

Letters to the Editor

Scotch Plains Mayor Glover Reflects
On Super Storm Sandy

A year has passed since Super Storm
Sandy wreaked havoc on our commu-
nity, and while most have recovered from
its devastating destruction, it is important
that we not forget those families through-
out our state who have not been as fortu-
nate and continue to struggle to return to
a normal life.

While I write this, I look out my win-
dow at a beautiful blue sky. It is still hard
to believe what we experienced during
that storm and its aftermath – homes in
the dark for weeks, cold from a lack of
heat, impassable streets due to downed
trees, and unprecedented property dam-
age throughout our township – devasta-
tion on a scale we could not have imag-
ined, which spared no one.

It is with this vivid recollection that I
want to share my thoughts with you and
once again recognize those who worked
tirelessly and with great compassion
throughout the storm and its aftermath,
specifically, our Department of Public
Works, our Police and Fire Departments
and our Rescue Squad. On behalf of a
community that will not forget, thank
you all. Thank you as well to our Office
of Emergency Management team that, in
addition to its other responsibilities, ar-
ranged to bring warm meals to many of
our seniors. And I would like to add a
special thank you to the Scotch Plains
Fanwood Ministerium for providing shel-
ter, meals, and the emotional support we
so critically needed at that time.

A few days after the storm, my wife
and I celebrated our 40th wedding anni-
versary at the south side firehouse. Our
home, along with most others, was cold
and dark, and we were graciously invited
by Mayor Malool and her husband Paul
to join them and several of our volunteer
recovery teams to a warm meal that she
had prepared. Paul along with Mike
Weber, and other volunteers had earlier
in the day delivered hearty meals to our
senior citizen complex on Lake Avenue.
As I sat with many of our valued volun-
teers in the firehouse, tired and exhausted
from the day’s activities, I could not help
to think how proud I felt to live in Scotch
Plains. While we were knocked down by
Sandy, we never quit. We got up; we
comforted our family and neighbors and
went to work on re-building our commu-
nity.

To all, “23,500 Scotch Plains Jersey
Strong,” I hope you are well and want to
extend to you my heartfelt gratitude, your
efforts during that storm, from looking
out for your neighbors to opening your
homes and hearts to others in need did not
go unnoticed or unappreciated. Our
community’s response to those trying
times once again demonstrates that we
are better when we work together. It is
why Scotch Plains is a great place to call
home.

Mayor Kevin Glover
Scotch Plains

Reading is good for you!

goleader.com/subscribe
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ColdwellBankerMoves.com
*#1 NRT owned Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office nationwide based on listing and sold volume

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

209 Central Ave, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555  •  Mortgage Services: (908) 361-4972 

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Westfield East Office

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE WESTFIELD EAST HONORED AS NO. 1 OFFICE

MORTGAGE SERVICES  •  RELOCATION  •  CONCIERGE  •  HOME WARRANTY AND HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE  •  PREVIEWS INTERNATIONAL  •  NEW HOMES  •  CAREERS

Twitter.com/CBRB_NewJersey http://www.facebook.com/ColdwellBankerWestfield

Michael J. Scott
Broker / Manager

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate

Reva R. Berger 
Broker Sales Associate

Elizabeth Bataille
Sales Associate

Gina Suriano Barber
Broker Sales Associate

Lauren “Jill” Baker
Sales Associate

John R. Aslanian
Sales Associate

Ann Allen
Broker Sales Associate

Thomas Bianco
Broker Sales Associate

Elias Christodoulakis
Sales Associate

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Susan Checchio
Sales Associate

Gloria Centanni
Sales Associate

Barbara Callahan
Broker Sales Associate

Donna M. Byrne
Sales Associate

Eileen F. Burlinson
Broker Sales Associate

Michael E. Buban
Sales Associate

Jacqueline Conover 
Sales Associate

Susan E. Dinan
Sales Associate

Barbara Hogan Devlin
Sales Associate

Dennis Devine
Sales Associate

John DeMarco
Sales Associate

Susan R. Debbie
Sales Associate

Susan D’Arecca
Sales Associate

Carol Cushman
Sales Associate

Tamatha “Tammie” Costello
Sales Associate

Timothy Dinan
Sales Associate

Tg Glazer
Broker Sales Associate

Patricia Glaydura
Sales Associate

Kim Gibson
Sales Associate

Virginia Garcia
Sales Associate

Susan Gallagher Brown
Sales Associate

James E. Fawcett
Sales Associate

Louis “Lou” Faruolo
Broker Sales Associate

Stacy Donahue
Sales Associate

Carlos Gomez
Sales Associate

Frank D. Isoldi 
Broker Sales Associate

Frank Isoldi Jr.
Broker Sales Associate

Anne Kelly
Sales Associate

Irene S. Katz
Sales Associate

Bernadette M. Houston
Broker Sales Associate

Shari E. Holtzman
Sales Associate

Kimberley A. Haley
Sales Associate

Holly Habib
Sales Associate

Lisette Guzman
Sales Associate

Carol Gross
Sales Associate

Elvira M. Ardrey
Sales Associate

The Westfield East office of
Coldwell Banker Residential
Brokerage in New Jersey and

Rockland County, New York has
attained the status of No. 1 real
estate office in the nation for the
fourth consecutive year among
the 725 offices owned by parent
company NRT LLC. Westfield

East has also been the top
Coldwell Banker Residential

Brokerage sales office of its size
for more than 20 years.

Judith Koeppel
Sales Associate

Faten Mahran
Sales Associate

Bettyann Lynch
Broker Sales Associate

Harriet Lifson
Sales Associate

Adah H. Levin
Sales Associate

Debbie LaBrutto
Sales Associate

Joan P. Kylish
Sales Associate

Elizabeth Kroncke
Sales Associate

Gloria Kupka Kraft
Broker Sales Associate

Stacey Makely
Sales Associate

John J. Papa
Sales Associate

Dario Muscaritolo
Broker Sales Associate

Ellen Murphy
Sales Associate

Barbara “Bobbee” Mulvee
Sales Associate

Heidi A. Mucci 
Broker Sales Associate

Jean Marie Morgan
Sales Associate

Mary M. McEnerney
Sales Associate

Faith Maricic
Sales Associate

Linda Parsons
Sales Associate

Christine Mastros Re
Sales Associate

Grace M. Rappa
Sales Associate

Arleen Post 
Sales Associate

Frances Perla
Sales Associate

Jeffrey S. Peris
Sales Associate

Donna Perch 
Sales Associate

Diane Pellino
Sales Associate

Eileen Passananti
Sales Associate

Lola Reed
Sales Associate

Stephanie Smith
Sales Associate

Naasa Sherbeini
Sales Associate

Kathryn A. Shea
Sales Associate

Christina M. Serratelli
Sales Associate

Gary Schneider
Sales Associate

Maryalice Ryan
Sales Associate

Barbara S. Rothman
Sales Associate

Jill Horowitz Rome
Sales Associate

Duncan R. Smythe
Broker Sales Associate

Michael Stepek
Mortgage Advisor

Barbara Zeckman
Sales Associate

John C. Wiley
Sales Associate

Regina L. Vietro
Broker Sales Associate

Jennifer Trupchak
Sales Associate

William Taylor
Sales Associate

Lisa Stafford
Sales Associate

Barbara Spies
Sales Associate

Madeline Sollaccio
Sales Associate

The full-service, award-winning
sales associates affiliated with
Coldwell Banker Residential
Brokerage Westfield East are

highly experienced and skilled at
providing clients with the best
market value in the shortest

amount of time. They represent 
a vast inventory of properties,
meeting the needs of first-time,

move-up and luxury homebuyers,
as well as investors. 
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Helping Neighbors in Need Since 1937

www.westfieldunitedfund.org
(908) 233-2113

THE WESTFIELD FOUNDATION

...for good...for ever...for Westfield.

In memory of Lee Hale and Gerry Glasser

Please consider making a tax deductible donation by
contacting Ms. Betsy Chance, Executive Director,

at: 908-233-9787 or by email: foundation@westfieldnj.com.
Further information about the Foundation can be found on

www.thewestfieldfoundation.com.

Their service and dedication to the community ...
irreplaceable

Their legacies ... immeasurable

Their contributions to our community ... unending

The Glasser Family Fund
The Lee M. and Anne M. Hale Fund

What will be your legacy? Let us help you
establish an unending one in Westfield.

Park Middle School
PTA Clothing Drive

SCOTCH PLAINS – Park Middle
School PTA in Scotch Plains an-
nounced it will hold a Clothing Drive
on Saturday, November 2,  from 8:30
to 11:30 a.m. in front of Park Middle
School, 580 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains.

The following items will be accepted
in well-tied plastic garbage bags: Wear-
able, Usable Clothing all types, all sea-
sons; Shoes, belts, pocketbooks, back-
packs, briefcases; Household items
made of fabric – comforters, sheets,
blankets, bedspreads, curtains, towels,
small rugs, tablecloths; Soft toys: stuffed
animals, dolls, beanie babies; Hard toys:
cars, trucks, action figures, dolls. In
good shape, all pieces.

Please note – no oversized hard toys,
24 inches by 2inches or larger, will be
accepted. No books, VCR Tapes, CDs,
household appliances, items made of
glass/porcelain, or furniture will ac-
cepted. Receipts will be available upon
request. For more information, call Gina
Ricketts at (908)313-7834 or email
gfr7834@gmail.com.

INDIVIDUAL IDENTITY…Franklin School fourth graders from Devon McGillis’
class learned about finger prints from retired JCPD detective Joanne McGillis,
Miss McGillis’ mother. The children identified different types of finger prints and
then had the opportunity to create their own finger prints.

Join Franklin School for Books and Bagels

Westfield PTC Share Ideas,
News About Schools

PARENT VOLUNTEERS…The Parent-Teacher Council (PTC) of the Westfield
Public Schools for the 2013-2014 school year has been meeting since September to
share ideas, interests and news about each school. Attending a recent meeting of the
Westfield PTC are: Seated, left to right, Lisa Kops-Wendel, Chair – Special
Education Parents Committee; Kate Fleschler – PTC President; Ruth Maloney –
PTC Vice President; Amisha Mehta – PTC Corresponding Secretary; and Monica
Bergin – PTC Treasurer. Standing, left to right, are: PTO Presidents: Vijaya
Turimella – Edison; Soo Sang – Lincoln; Dana Kaplan Richter – Franklin; Michelle
Composto – Jefferson; Lori Sternberg – Tamaques; Jenn White – Jefferson; Kip
Brindle – Washington; Jenny Tananbaum – Edison Intermediate; Dianna Snyder –
Tamaques; Nicole Coyle – McKinley; Donna Pace – Wilson; Jane Kearney – Wilson;
and Marie Sloan – Westfield High. Missing from photo are: Clarissa Taylor –
Franklin; Alsyon Twilley – Lincoln; Kerry Murphy – McKinley; Roselle Schjong –
Washington; Donna Pace – Wilson; Sarah McGrail and Anthe Angelides – Roosevelt
and Terese Guerriero – PTC Recording Secretary.

WESTFIELD - The Parent-Teacher
Council (PTC) of the Westfield Public
Schools for the 2013-2014 school year
has been meeting since September to
share ideas, interests and news about
each school. Attending a recent meet-
ing of the Westfield The PTC, led by
President Kate Fleschler, is an um-
brella organization of all 10 schools’
parent-teacher-student organizations,
with members who meet twice a
month. One meeting is attended by
the presidents of each school’s PTO,
PTA, or PTSO, and one with their
representatives. Parents also volun-
teer to join committees on the PTC,
such as Special Education, Scholar-
ship, and others. Regular participants
at the PTC meetings are Superinten-
dent Margaret Dolan and Board of
Education members Gretchan Ohlig
or Ginny Leiz. Topics such as school

policies, district budget, student
achievement and PTO initiated
fundraising activities are discussed.
“Our regular meetings with the PTO
representatives and PTC board pro-
vide an excellent vehicle for two-way
communication,” explained Dr. Dolan.
“At the meetings we have the opportu-
nity to hear both the good news and
the concerns of our parents in our
schools through their representatives.
At the same time, the parent represen-
tatives learn what decisions are being
made or considered by the Board of
Education. It’s a very helpful process
for all concerned. We are so fortunate
in this district to have so many dedi-
cated volunteers.”

Westfield Schools Observe
Week of Respect

RESPECT…The Westfield Public Schools engaged in many special activities
during the state-designated Week of Respect, October 7 – 11. Jessica Melore, a
nationally recognized motivational speaker, related her story of personal loss and
tragedy to Westfield High School (WHS) students. Ms. Melore is pictured with
WHS Principal Peter Renwick.

WESTFIELD - The Westfield Pub-
lic Schools engaged in many special
activities during the state-designated
Week of Respect, October 7 – 11.

“We provide guidance, programs
and training throughout the year to
emphasize the importance of respect,”
stated Margaret Dolan, Superinten-
dent of Schools. “During the annual
Week of Respect, I ask each of our 10
schools for examples of programs
that are taking place.”

At Westfield High School, Jessica
Melore, a nationally recognized mo-
tivational speaker who is not much
older than the students to whom she
spoke, related her story of personal
loss and tragedy. Her steadfast con-
viction and perseverance led to
achievements far beyond what many
could have ever imagined. Addition-
ally at Westfield High School, teach-
ers seized the opportunity to infuse
anti-bullying, respect and tolerance
in their class discussions.

At Roosevelt and Edison Interme-
diate Schools, daily quotes and songs
about respect filled the public ad-
dress systems. Counselors reviewed
with students the intricacies of the
state’s anti-bullying law. On Friday,
Edison held “Everyone Counts Day,”

when all students and teachers wore
a shirt with a number on it as a nu-
merical display reminder that every-
one matters.

At the elementary level, schools
held assemblies with guest speakers,
created student videos and displays,
read books encouraging respect, and
guidance counselors offered re-
sources and activities to classroom
teachers focusing on kindness and
conduct.

Lincoln School focused kindergar-
ten and pre-school lessons on friend-
ship. Books were read to the students
with this theme and the bulletin board
display read: “While we all look dif-
ferent, we can still be friends.”

At the October 15 Board of Educa-
tion meeting, Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Dolan invited West-
field High School ninth grader,
Alexandra Jackman, to share her ef-
forts in promoting respect, particu-
larly in regard to autism awareness.
Alex showed an excerpt from her
widely viewed video, “A Teens Guide
to Autism,” which she created as a
Teddy Roosevelt Scholar project
while in eighth grade. “It is a fine
example of respect for others,” stated
Superintendent Dolan.

WESTFIELD— The Franklin
School PTO will host a four-day “Read-
ing Oasis” on November 1-5. This Scho-
lastic Book Fair fundraiser will feature
an ancient Egypt-themed “oasis” over-
flowing with fun, engaging and afford-
able books kids want to read.

On Saturday, November 2, from 10
a.m. to 12 noon, visitors are invited for
“Bagels and Books” to enjoy a bite to
eat and make a donation to the “All for
Books” campaign. Scholastic will
match monetary donations with a do-

nation of up to one million books to
non-profit organizations dedicated to
helping kids and families in need. No
donation is too small!

The Franklin Book Fair hours are as
follows: Friday, November 1, 3 - 5
p.m.; Saturday, November 2, 10 a.m. -
3 p.m.; Monday, November 4, 12 noon
- 7 pm, and Tuesday, November 5, 12
noon - 4 pm. The school is located at
700 Prospect Street in Westfield.

Library Event to Assist In
Creating LinkedIn Profile

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will bring Black-
bird Learning Associates back to
the library to present “How to Cre-
ate a Winning LinkedIn Profile”
this Saturday, November 2, at 10
a.m. and again on Wednesday, No-
vember 13, at 6:30 p.m. The library
is located at 550 East Broad Street.

This fast-paced program will take
attendees through the steps needed
to design a strong, complete, “All
Star” LinkedIn profile. Participants
will create an accounting of their
work experience including a Sum-
mary Statement, Experience, Skills,
Education and Outside Activities.
They also will learn the technique
needed to be seen on the first three
pages of a LinkedIn People Search.

Registration for this class is re-
quired, as seating is limited. Par-
ticipants may bring their own laptop
or tablet, but are asked to let the
library know if they need to use one
owned by the library. The Novem-
ber 13 class will be a repeat of the
November 2 session, so individuals
are asked not to sign up twice.

This event will be free and open
to Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that
are part of the Middlesex Union
Reciprocal Agreement Libraries.
For participating libraries, check
wmlnj.org. To register for the pro-
gram, visit wmlnj.org and click on
the Calendar link, or call (908) 789-
4090, extension 0.

FCC Qigong Workshop
To Benefit Waysharers
WESTFIELD – A Moving Medi-

tation workshop for beginners will
be offered this Saturday, November
2, from 9:30 to 11 a.m. in the Patton
Auditorium of the First Congrega-
tional Church, located at 125 Elmer
Street in Westfield. A suggested do-
nation of $15 to $20 will benefit
Waysharers, an outreach program
for adults with developmental dis-
abilities.

Moving Meditation is a simple,
graceful movement based on ancient
Asian Qigong wellness systems. It is
designed to promote stress reduc-
tion, flexibility and enhanced
wellness. The practice is performed
standing up and ordinary street cloth-
ing is appropriate.

Laura Berzofsky will lead the work-
shop. She is a certified Integral Tai
Chi and Qigong instructor with the
International Integral Qigong and Tai
Chi Institute at Santa Barbara Col-
lege of Oriental Medicine and a mem-
ber of the National Qigong Associa-
tion. For additional information or to
register, call Ms. Berzofsky at (908)
232-0169. Drop-in students also will
be welcome.

Duke Announces Grad
DURHAM, N.C. - Amanda

Garfinkel of Westfield graduated ma-
gna cum laude from the Trinity College
of Arts and Sciences at Duke Univer-
sity on May 12. Amanda graduated
with a major in History with a concen-
tration in the History of Medicine. She
is a 2009 graduate of Westfield High
School and the daughter of Drs. Laurie
and Matthew Garfinkel.
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World DanceSport Games in Taiwan

Maureen Francis Joins NJ Festival
Orchestra for Halloween ‘Spooktacular’

LOVE OF READING…Members of the Home Life/Social Services Department
of the Woman’s Club of Westfield (WCW) have been searching for like-new items
and artfully arranging them in an antique chest donated by member, Diana
Peterson. The theme of this container is “Everyone Loves to Read” and it is filled
with books with related items. It will be raffled with other tricky tray offerings
on Wednesday, November 6, during the annual WCW Scholarship Luncheon to
be held at Echo Lake Country Club. Pictured, left to right, are: Sally Brown,
Diane Peterson, Mildred Beese, Jane Wallswear, Nancy Hatfield, Julie Nardone,
Home Life/Social Services Chair Pat DAngelo, Clemmie Tabor and Anne Galante.

Maureen Francis

MORRISTOWN - Westfield’s inter-
nationally acclaimed soprano Maureen
Francis will join the New Jersey Festi-
val Orchestra at the Morris Museum’s
Bickford Theater, on Saturday, No-
vember 2, at 8 p.m., as it brings to life,
in glorious sym-
phonic splendor, the
original 1925 movie
The Phantom of the
Opera, starring Lon
Chaney. Ms Francis
will perform the
singing role of
Christine Daaé, the
Paris opera singer
who is the object of
the Phantom’s de-
sires.

There will not be
a single moment of
silence as Ms.
Francis and more
than 40 members of
the fully profes-
sional orchestra, un-
der the baton of Maestro David Wroe,
perform, with split-second timing and
precision, the extraordinary soundtrack
of Canadian composer Gabriel
Thibaudeau as the original classic si-
lent movie is projected above the or-
chestra and in full view of the audience.

Internationally renowned for her
electric stage presence and warm and
silvery lyrical voice, Ms. Francis, who
resides in Westfield, has performed in
venues throughout the U.S., Europe,
and Asia. She recently sang the role of
Cunegunde in Candide with Fresno
Grand Opera and enjoyed a critically
acclaimed engagement with Bergen
Opera premiering Andrew Lloyd
Webber’s Requiem in Mumbai, India.

Ms Francis’ other recent roles in-
clude Susanna in Le Nozze di Figaro
and Mabel in The Pirates of Penzance
both with Opera Omaha; Musetta in
Chattanooga Symphony and Opera
production of La Boheme; Oscar in Un

ballo in Maschera with Bergen Opera
in Bergen, Norway; Gretel with the
Chattanooga Symphony and Opera,
and her debut with Los Angeles Opera
and the Lincoln Center Festival in the
world premier of Elliot Goldenthal’s

opera Grendel sing-
ing the role of
Dragonette, di-
rected by Julie
Taymor. She also
recently sang Gilda
in Chattanooga
Opera’s production
of Rigoletto, Julie
Jordan in Carousel
with Shreveport
Opera, LA, and
Rosina, her signa-
ture role, at the Fes-
tival Lecco in Italy.

“We are thrilled
and honored that
Ms. Francis has
agreed to come with
us to perform in

Morristown,” remarked NJFO Music
Director Wroe. “She has a rich and
flexible voice, a charismatic personal-
ity and acting skills to match – a perfect
Phantom Christine!”

The evening will also feature a per-
formance of Beethoven’s Symphony
No. 2, which is sure to appeal to young
and old alike.

Tickets are $30 for Members, $35
for Non-Members and $50 for Pre-
mium Seating.

Tickets may be purchased by phone
at (973) 971-3706, or in person at the
Bickford Theatre Box Office. The
Bickford Theatre is conveniently lo-
cated within the Morris Museum, 6
Normandy Heights Road in
Morristown, and offers free parking
and full accessibility. Box Office hours
for phone sales are Monday through
Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Walk-up hours
are Tuesday, through Friday, 11 a.m. to
5 p.m.

The Town Book Store
Hosts Poet Robert Cozzi

WESTFIELD - The Town Book
Store will host poet Robert Cozzi on
Saturday, November 2, from 2 -4 p.m.

“A Tide Pool of Words” will make
you feel something emotional and
grasping as you read through Robert
Cozzi’s thought. A first visit to any
seaside village...a beach romance long
lost...remembering family holidays at
the shore...how your family experi-
enced their holiday or simply remi-
niscing a beautiful day sitting with
your toes in the sand.

Robert A. Cozzi was raised in West-
field in a loving Irish-Italian family that
spent summer vacations along the At-
lantic Ocean, Educated at James Madi-
son University and New York Univer-
sity, Robert has maintained a daily
journal since he was in the ninth grade,
where a favored teacher, Paul Kocum
encouraged his writing.

Meet Robert Cozzi at The Town
Book Store located at 270 East Broad
Street in Westfield (corner of East Broad
and Elmer Streets). If you are unable to
attend this event, feel free to call The
Town Book Store at (908) 233-3535 to
reserve an autographed copy of “A
Tide Pool of Words.”

Lucy Kaplansky Returns to
Coffee with Conscience

Westfield High School
Presents Metamorphoses

WESTFIELD  — The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series will present
Lucy Kaplansky in concert on Saturday,
November 16, at the First United Meth-
odist Church of Westfield, 1 East Broad
Street (corner of North Avenue) in West-
field. Doors will open at 7:15 p.m. and
the concert begins at 8 p.m. Admission is
$24 online and $30 at the door. This concert
will benefit the Keith Knost Special Needs
Fund.

Tickets can be purchased online in ad-
vance – at the discounted price – by going
to: lucykaplansky3.eventbrite.com.

Lucy Kaplansky started out singing in
Chicago bars. Then, barely out of high
school, she took off for New York City.
There she found a fertile community of
songwriters and performers – Suzanne
Vega, John Gorka, Bill Morrissey, Cliff
Eberhardt, and others – where she fit right
in.

Lucy left the musical fast track to pursue
a doctorate in Psychology. Upon complet-
ing her degree, Dr. Kaplansky took a job at
a New York hospital working with chroni-
cally mentally ill adults, and also started a
private practice. Yet she continued to sing.

Lucy was often pulled back into the
studio by her friends, wanting her to sing on
their albums. She harmonized on Ms.
Colvin’s Grammy-winning “Steady On,”
on Nanci Griffith’s “Lone Star State of
Mind” and “Little Love Affairs,” and on
four of John Gorka’s albums. She also
landed soundtrack credits, singing with
Suzanne Vega on “Pretty in Pink” and with
Ms. Griffith on “The Firm,” and several
commercial credits.

Then Shawn Colvin, who was itching to

produce a record, hooked up with Lucy, her
ex-singing partner. They went into the stu-
dio, and it all came together. When Lucy’s
solo tapes got into the hands of Bob Feldman,
president of Red House Records, he was
blown away. Suddenly, Lucy was back in
the music business. She signed with Red
House and started playing gigs. Red House
released “The Tide” in 1994 to rave re-
views, and within six months, Lucy signed
with a major booking agency, and began
touring so much it required leaving her two
psychologist positions behind.

Lucy’s new life as a mother has en-
hanced the emotional depth of her
songwriting. Her sixth album “Over the
Hills,” released in March, 2007, explores
universal themes of love, joy, loss, and
dreams for the future, through reflections
on family. It is pure Americana, wonder-
fully raw and rich with heartache and hope.

For more info about this concert and the
featured artist, visit
lucykaplansky3.eventbrite.com/ The Cof-
fee With Conscience Concert Series is a
seven-show series running from October
through May at the First United Methodist
Church of Westfield.

The Coffee With Conscience Concert
Series is sponsored by Ahrre’s Coffee
Roastery at 104 Elm Street in Westfield and
is further supported by a generous grant
from the Westfield Service League, and a
few other private donations – which are
enthusiastically encouraged.

For more information about the Coffee
With Conscience Concert Series, the up-
coming performance, or ways in which to
get involved with the series, visit
www.coffeewithconscience.org.

WESTFIELD - The Westfield High
School (WHS) Theatre Department will
present Metamorphoses, the award-win-
ning play that brings classic myths and
legends to life in an entirely new and
mesmerizing way. Metamorphoses will
be presented on the main stage of WHS,
located at 550 Dorian Road, on Thurs-
day, November 14, at 4 p.m.; Friday,
November 15, at 7:30 p.m. and Saturday,
November 16, at 7:30 p.m.

The show is based on Ovid’s epic
poem “Metamorphoses,” considered one
of the most influential works in Western
literature. Each of the show’s stories and
themes – from the greed of King Midas to
the love of Eros and Psyche - takes places
in and around a large pool of water built
into the stage.

“The show offers morals on the impor-
tance of love and humility, while also
reminding us why the myths themselves
retain importance and relevance. It is, in
many ways, an exploration of the trans-
formative power of love,” said director
Daniel Devlin, the drama teacher at West-
field High School.

Metamorphoses features an ensemble
cast of talented WHS students, each of
whom plays multiple roles.

 The cast (in alphabetical order) is as
follows: Elena Arida, Colin Barry, Sarah
Boyle, Catherine Bruno, Daniel Coelho,
Jackie Daaleman, Lauren Echausse,
Nicholas Gabuzda, Isabella Gelfand,
Frank Guerriero, Victoria Guerriero,
Maddie Hudelson, Katherine Ko, Julian
Mone, Emmanuelle Nadeau, Abbie
Paone, Megan Pinna, Michael Poyntz,
Jill Rosenfeld, Madi Rosenthal, Kim
Roth, Lisa Simon, Fraser Weist, Connor
Wynne and Jesse Zimmermann.

 Throughout the show’s vignettes,
mortals interact with gods and deities,
and undergo transformations that reflect
their internal traits.

Many of the classic stories, including
“Orpheus and Eurydice,” “Midas and the
Golden Touch” and “Narcissus”, are re-
told with a modern twist.

For the cast and crew of Metamorpho-
ses, one of the most challenging aspects
of the show is the pool, which empha-
sizes the role of water in mythology and
the stories’ themes of renewal, passion
and transformation.

 Designed by WHS art teacher, Roy
Chambers, who is also the head set de-
signer, the 17-by-20-foot pool is the fo-
cal point of a multi-level set built on site
by a team of students led by Mr. Cham-
bers and assistant technical director
Hannah Mackenzie, a senior.

 Encircled by a 3-foot wooden deck,
the pool will contain approximately 1,500
gallons of water that can be illuminated
in various colors by overhead lighting.

 Senior Samantha Gruskin, the show’s
stage manager, said Metamorphoses, “Is
like nothing we’ve ever done before.”
Having a pool on stage – and actors
moving in and out of the water – pre-
sented unusual challenges. “The water
affects the props, the costumes, the light-
ing, the sound – every aspect of produc-
tion,” she said.

 The show’s technical crew also in-
cludes Matt Binkowitz and Mary Kate
Miller (lighting and sound); Alexa
Derman (hair and makeup); Maddie
Kevelson (costumes); Ellie Smith (props)
and Alex Pallatucci (graphic design).

 Westfield High School’s Theatre De-
partment has been recognized as one of
the top high school theater programs in
the state. The

school’s spring musicals have been
multiple winners of the Paper Mill
Playhouse’s prestigious “Rising Star”
awards, and many Westfield High School
graduates have gone on to attend some of
the country’s most selective college the-
ater programs.

 Tickets for Metamorphoses, which
are general admission, are $10 each and
can be purchased in advance by emailing
WHStickets@Westfieldnjk12.org. Any
tickets not sold in advance will be avail-
able for sale at the door on the night of the
shows.

Dancing With The Stars
For The Sport of It

By HORACE CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When Gino Jannotti of Garwood
was taking tap lessons at the age of 5,
line dancing at the Colorado Cafe in
2001, helping the Children’s Special-
ized Hospital of Mountainside pull off
Dancing With The Stars charity event
at the Plainfield Country Club, the swift-
footed hoofer had little idea that his
future steps would have him scooting
across the water of the Pacific Ocean.
His journey started in the desert of
Arizona when he was elected First Vice
President of the World Country & Line
DanceSport Federation which totals
11 countries including the US, Canada,
Brazil, UK, Ireland, Italy, Spain, France,
Norway, South Africa and Korea.

That plunged him into a major role
organizing the US Line Dance Team to
prepare for the World DanceSport Fed-
eration Games in Kaohsiung, Taiwan.

From September 16-21, the WDSF
conducted the Inaugural World
DanceSport Games in Taiwan. 732 ath-
letes represented 49 countries in the
dance contests staged over five days to
determine the champions in 14 disci-
plines. 96 judges evaluated the perfor-
mances on the floor of the Kaohsiung
Arena. 128 coaches and other officials
looked after the participating athletes.
And 800 volunteers catered to their
every whim, treating them like royalty.

600 rooms at four different hotels were
used to accommodate the participants.
5,000 meals were dispensed over the
five days.

The Kaohsiung City Government
assigned a staff of 900 to the organiza-
tion and the delivery of the WDSG
2013. 264 people were accredited as
media personnel. The entire event was
broadcast live throughout Asia and on
the Internet.

Individuals from the UK and Ireland
won Gold, Silver and Bronze medals in
line dancing. Gene Jannotti coached
the US team. Gene has established the
US Country & Line DanceSport Fed-
eration and is planning to conduct events
in the US determine National champi-
ons to dance in the next WDSF Games
which have not as yet been scheduled.

While at the WDSF Games, Gene
met with the two couples representing
the US in Ballroom Standard and Latin
who are associated with local dance
studios, Paragon Ballroom in Roselle
and Dance Studio 22 in Mountainside.
Nikita Malakhov and Nadezda Vlasova
and Gemma Arnold and Mechyslav
(Michael) Pavlyuk both won US Na-
tional titles in 2013, which permitted
them to compete at the WDSF Games.
They both participated in the two Danc-
ing with the Stars charity events co-
produced by Gene which helped raise
over $80,000 for the Children’s’ Spe-
cialized Hospital of Mountainside.

Mr. Jannotti, noted for his formal
tuxedo with a black bow tie almost as
big as his immutable smile is setting his
sights on many new things in the near
future including translating some of his
foot dexterity to improving his new
hobby, a better golf swing at
Shackamaxon Country Club in Scotch
Plains.

Photo courtesy of Gene Jannotti
LINE DANCERS…United States line dancers, Mona Brandt of Phoenix, Ariz.
and Mark Bradburn of Ft. Wayne,Tex., pose with Gino Jannotti of Garwood.

YY o u  a r e  a r e  i m p o r t a n t !

Westfield
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Fanwood
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Garwood
Cranford

We'll earn your trust.

Support the weekly newspaper by mailing in the coupon
below TODAY! Each Thursday you’ll be glad you did!

 

1 East Broad Street 

Westfield, New Jersey 

908-233-9570 

www.wesleyhall.org 

Patty Fowler, Director 

Morning and Afternoon Sessions 

2 ½ years old through Kindergarten 

Lunch Bunch, Playcare, Enrichment Classes, 

and Summer Camp 

FULL DAY KINDERGARTEN  

Call Monday-Friday  

Between 9:00-2:00 

 for Information and Tour Dates 

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

http://www.NazzaroMusic.com
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Nutcracker 50 th 

Annual Season

Saturday, November 23, 2013 - 2pm
Union County Performing Arts Center - Main Stage, Rahway, NJ arballet.org
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Melissa Hoffman of Cranford
Crowned Miss Atlantic Shores

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cranford resident Melissa Hoffman
was recently crowned Miss Atlantic
Shores 2014, a preliminary to the
Miss New Jersey Pageant of the Miss
America program.

A Business Marketing major at
Rutgers University, Ms. Hoffman is a
2009 graduate of Cranford High
School and is scheduled to graduate
from Rutgers in 2014. This win af-
fords her the opportunity to compete
in the Miss New Jersey Pageant in
June 2014 in Ocean City.

“I am excited to prepare for the
Miss New Jersey Pageant and to pro-
mote my platform,” she said in a
recent phone interview with The West-
field Leader and Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Times.

A major component of the Miss
America program is the selection of a
platform, or a community service
issue or project, which the young
woman embraces and promotes dur-
ing her year as a local winner.

For Ms. Hoffman, it was an easy
choice to select Girl Scouts as her
platform since she enjoyed scouting
as a young girl and high school stu-
dent who earned her Gold Award
through Troop 387 in Cranford. She
plans to work with Girl Scout troops
throughout the county and the state
to encourage girls to develop their
voices as vital citizens. To this end
she has developed her message of
“Girl Scouts Today: Leaders of To-
morrow.”

During the month of November,
she will participate in the Girl Scouts
of New Jersey’s Annual Girl Leader-
ship Summit at Mercer County Col-
lege. “Scouting has helped me de-
velop into a strong woman,” Ms.
Hoffman said. “So I want to help
young girls utilize their talents and
grow as well.”

For the talent portion of the com-
petition she performed a dance to

“Wild Horses,” by Natasha
Bedingfield.

Young women between the ages of
17 - 24 may participate in the Miss
America program on the local level.
Judging is based on talent, poise and
appearance in swim suit and evening
gown, a personal interview and an

onstage question.
For more information about the

Miss New Jersey Pageant or Miss
America’s Outstanding Teen program
that accepts teenage girls and has a
fitness component, instead of the
swim suit area of competition, visit
missnewjersey.net.

Photo courtesy of Richard Krauss
MISS ATLANTIC SHORES…At the Miss Atlantic Shores 2014 Pageant for Miss
New Jersey that ultimately leads to the Miss America title, Cranford resident
Melissa Hoffman is crowned by outgoing queen Carissa Palumbo.

CDC’s Little Shop of Horrors
Grows Like a Weed

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD - Cranford Dramatic
Club’s (CDC) Little Shop of Horrors,
full of musical tricks, was quite the
pre-Halloween treat. Based on the
low-budget 1960’s black comedy film
of the same name, the sci-fi spoof
brought plenty of laughs.

Skid row bums and a stellar trio of
singers of Chiffon (Eden Rahming),
Crystal (Melrose Johnson) and
Ronnette (Shari Gill) hang around a
flower shop and offer their com-
mentary on the action. Those three
Skid Row babes not only stop the
show with their vocal acumen and
soul as a trio, but also get a chance
to shine individually. They croon
about a “Downtown” that has seen
better days.

A geeky young man named
Seymour (Zach Mazouat) works at
the Mushnik Flower Shop on Skid
Row. He has been nurturing a plant
that he calls Audrey II, named after
his secret crush on co-worker
Audrey (Jenna Ravenda). Audrey
II, whom Seymour affectionately
calls “Two-ey” however, is no nor-
mal plant having generated one
night from outer space.

Seymour shows the unique plant
to his surly boss/surrogate father,
Mr. Mushnik, (Ken Webb) and after
it is placed in the store’s front win-
dow, business booms. The media
gets wind of the weird vegetation
and Seymour becomes a hit on the
radio circuit talking about his bo-
tanical marvel.

Unfortunately, this Venus flytrap
type of plant grows only after being
fed blood, fresh and human. Poor
Seymour discovers the blood lust

by accident and appeases it by giv-
ing the plant his own blood. Through
a Faust-like plot with the promise
of wealth, fame and love, Seymour
gets sucked into doing whatever
the plant tells him to do just to keep
it happy.

But because the plant needs more
than just a few drops of Seymour’s
blood to survive, people start dis-
appearing while the plant suspi-
ciously doubles in size. Zach
Mazout is perfect in the role of the
vulnerable Seymour. He affects the
role of the schnook but hefts a lead-
ing man singing voice with acting
skills to match.

Audrey II (with the much needed,
distinctive character voice of tal-
ented Sean Marcus Moton) gets to
be a six-foot rambling plant as lush
as any rainforest vegetation. Chris
Abbott adroitly handles the behind
-the-scenes manipulation of the gar-
gantuan plant.

Blonde haired Audrey, in skin-
tight, tacky clothing, is dating a
masochistic/sadistic dentist, Orin
(Brian Hall), who likes to use her as
a punching bag. She is warned by
Seymour and boss Mushnik that
Orin is no good, but her low self-
esteem does not let her see anyone
else caring for her. Her poignant,
beautifully delivered song, “Some-
where That’s Green” reminds us to
“be careful what you wish for.”

This cast does not have a weak
link with even walk-on’s capturing
their briefly seen characters. Tight
harmonies are closely monitored
by musical director and keyboardist
Jack Bender. Choreographer Megan
Ferentinos gets the gals to replicate
faithfully moves of Motown groups

of the 1960s. And Ms. Ferentinos’
fancy footwork for the tango num-
ber of “Mushnik and Son” gives
both actors a dandy work out, which
they present with verve.

Brian Hall’s antics as the dentist
are as funny as Steve Martin’s in the
movie version. Mr. Hall writhes and
cavorts with pleasure as he over-
doses on nitrous oxide (laughing
gas) and the audience can not help
but laugh along with him.

As the flower shop becomes more
famous and the business progresses,
so do the ladies’ outfits. Thanks to
costume designer Jeffrey Fiorello’s
expert eye for detail, the girls are
attired, at first, in homeless garb,
then everyday outfits, later match-
ing cocktail dresses and finally to
full out glamorous, sparking gowns
set off by long white gloves and
matching rhinestone buckled shoes.

Wearing a number of hats rather
handsomely is actor Joe Leo whose
quick change artistry is akin to the
magic of David Copperfield. A five-
piece band nestled offstage keeps
the tempos brisk. Alan Van Antwerp
proves he knows how to set a fran-
tic pace in his directorial debut with
CDC. He is also credited with the
ingenious set design that unfolds
from a street scene to open to the
flower shop’s interior.

The only negative note about the
show is that you are too late to see
its talent, comic timing and musical
strength because it closed last week-
end. The play warns, “Whatever
you do, don’t feed the plant,” but
more timely advice is to check the
CDC website now so that you don’t
miss other shows in their upcoming
season.
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RAIDER BALIATICO NETS GAME-WINNER ON YEAGER’S ASSIST, PRINGLE MAKES 10 SAVES

Lady Raiders Nip Cougars for UCT Soccer Crown, 1-0
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield
Leader and The Times

Two unbeaten teams! So, most
likely, something had to give
and it did when sophomore for-
ward Tori Baliatico took a cross
from Kelly Yeager and slipped
the ball under goalkeeper Megan
Pringle with 3:50 remaining in
the first half. That edge held up
and the top-seeded Scotch
Plains-Fanwood girls soccer
team earned its eighth Union
County Tournament title in nine
years with a 1-0 victory over
second-seeded Cranford at Kean
University in Union on October
27.

“Kelly Yeager brought it all
the way up from the side. She
slid it into the middle. I had one
girls on one side and another
behind me, so I took a touch
and shot it right under the
goalie,” Baliatico explained. “We
all worked well together the
whole time. We worked well to
feet. We brought it up the field
as a team.”

“A lot of people didn’t give us
any chance to win this because
we graduated so many kids.
The seniors, we don’t have a lot
of them, but they really stepped
up. I asked the girls in August
how many thought we were go-
ing to get to the county finals
and not one of them raised their

hands. In the end, we got there,”
Raider Head Coach Kevin Ewing
said.

Although the 15-1 Cougars had
their moments applying pres-
sure, with the swiftness and

tactics of Mairead McKeary,
Siobhan McGovern and Hannah
DeMars, the 17-0-1 Raiders out-
shot Cranford, 6-0, in the first
half and 5-0 in the second half.
Senior defender Alyssa Riporti

and company saw to it that the
Cougars spent little time on
Raider turf. The Cougars did,
however, launch a few shots

left or right of the goal.
“I am happy with our out-

come. We deserved to win, be-
cause we have been working so
hard this season. We had to
look out for some of their girls

who had good speed like
Mairead [McKeary] and Siobhan
[McGovern] and number 8 in
the middle [Hannah DeMars],”
Baliatico said.

The hardest shot of the

evening came off the foot of
senior Kathryn Cunningham
midway through the first half,
but Pringle (10 saves) man-
aged to tip the ball into the
crossbar.

“I was about 25 yards out and
I had a clear shot. It was close.
The goal ie t ipped it,”
Cunningham said.

Along with Cunningham and
senior Katie Harper, Yeager,
Baliatico and center midfielder
Jodi Cornwell applied a serious
pinch on the Cougars’ turf.

“Jodi Cornwell’s probably the
best center midfielder in Union
County. Kathryn is also one of
the best and having Tori and
Kelly up top, they really put
pressure on people,” Coach
Ewing said.

The most pressure that the
Cougars applied came during a
five minute period midway
through the second half and
also in the final two minutes
when they tried to make good
on a pair of corner kicks.

“They had a strong midfield,
strong back and a very fast
defense. We knew we had to
play strong and that’s what we
did and got the ‘W’. I am so
happy that we were able to do
this all four years. We had such
great captains and great
coaches. We worked together
and we worked hard. Alyssa
and Katie are the best in the
county. They are great players
and great people to play with,”
Cunningham said.

“They have a lot of strong kids
offensively, in the midfield and
in the back. We knew who we
had to look for. We tried to
control them and I think we did
a nice job,” Coach Ewing said.
Cranford 0 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 1 0 1

Probitas Verus Honos
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING A BIG HUG…Head Coach Kevin Ewing gets a big hug from senior Alyssa Riporti after the Raiders defeated
the Cranford Cougars for the Union County Tournament championship at Kean University on October 27.

Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader
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Watchung Hills Warriors Whip Scotch Plains-Fanwood Footballers on Senior Day, 39-6

Story on page 14

of The Westfield Leader
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Westfield Blue Devils Boys & Girls Sweep Union County Cross-Country Championship

Story on page 11
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Raiders Sting Blue Devil Boys, 2-1, in 2 OT for Union County Tournament Championship
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No. 15 Ridge Outscores
Cranford Cougar Gridders
The 15th-ranked Ridge Red

Devils kept their record unblem-
ished at 7-0 with a 49-28 vic-
tory over the 4-3 Cranford Cou-
gars in Basking Ridge on Octo-
ber 25.

Matthew Soulas and Liam
Derkasch each rushed for a pair
of touchdowns, and Nick
Franzese sprinted for a touch-
down and grabbed a touchdown
pass from quarterback Conor
Hughes, who also galloped for a
65-yard touchdown.

Cougar quarterback John
Oblachinski scored the game’s
first touchdown on a short run
in the first quarter. Oblachinski
finished with 39 yards on 19
carries and completed five of 13
passes for 139 yards, including
a 73-yard touchdown comple-
tion to Luke Christiano, who
also finished with two recep-
tions for 106 yards and eight
rushing yards on three carries.

Wide receiver Jack McCaffrey
had three receptions for 62
yards. Joe Norton had two re-
ceptions for 11 yards, and
Donavin Walker had a 16-yard
reception and 48 rushing yards
on 11 carries in addition to one
pass completion for 36 yards.
Sophomore quarterback Jack
Schetel ich completed two
passes for 20 yards and ran for
66 yards on 16 carries, which
included two fourth-quarter
touchdown runs. Dan DeLayo
carried three times for 18 yards.
Troy Ketler kicked four points
after touchdown.

After Oblachinski’s early
touchdown run, the Red Devils
came back with a fury with 28
points by halftime, the first com-
ing late in the first quarter by
Derkasch. Hughes added his 65-
yard touchdown run in the sec-
ond quarter then Derkasch came
across with an eight-yard touch-
down run. During that surge,

Christiano had his 73-yard
touchdown reception. Hughes
then connected with Franzese
for a 51-yard touchdown.

In the third quarter, Franzese
sprinted 53 yards for another
touchdown to make the score,
35-14. In the fourth quarter,
Schetelich answered with his first
touchdown then Soulas added
his first touchdown. Schetelich
followed with a touchdown and
Soulas returned the favor with
his second touchdown.

Defensive back Kevin Trotter
led the Cougars with nine tackles
and Christiano had seven tackles
and an interception, along with
two pass knock downs. Linman
Donell Amaker, linebacker Jake
Matthews and McCaffrey each
contributed four tackles.
Cranford   7   7   0 14 28
Ridge   7 21   7 14 49

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Flood control,
development, taxes, balancing the
budget, the township committee
form of government, and the
importance of hiring a township
administrator were the questions
at hand Thursday night at the
Township Committee Candidates
Forum, sponsored by the Union
Area League of Women Voters and
Cranford Jaycees.

Democrats Kelly Howard and
incumbent Kevin Campbell and
Republicans Mary O’Connor and
Robert D’Ambola are running for
the two open seats on the township
committee. Deputy Mayor Edward
O’Malley and Committeeman Andis
Kalnins are not seeking re-election.

Flood control was a major topic
in the debate, and all candidates
agreed it is a preeminent issue for
Cranford.

“Our best asset is now our
worst,” Mr. D’Ambola said of the
Rahway River. All candidates
agreed with de-silting the river.
“It’s not just a flooding issue; it’s
impacting our homes’ value,” Mr.
Howard said.

Mr. Howard, a current Cranford
Zoning Board of Adjustment
member and vice-president of a
financial services company, said
the township should continue
collaborating with other towns,
proactively identifying grant money
to clean out the river and that it
should allocate money in the capital
budget to maintain the river on an
ongoing basis.

Ms. O’Connor, who grew up in
Cranford and is a current planning
board member and an educational
technology specialist for the
Summit Board of Education, said
there are “three important
components” in flood control —
state, county and municipal funding
and private initiatives, the South
Mountain project and the expansion
of the Lenape Basin project. “The
South Mountain project …That is

not going to be accomplished very
quickly, but the Lenape project is a
smaller scale and the county should
do everything possible to get that
done,” she said.

She also said the township
should create a river maintenance
schedule that is included in the
capital improvement plan. “We
need to stop building in flood
zones,“ she said.

Mr. Campbell, an attorney, said
the township must continue to
support the Army Corps of
Engineers’ study. He said “the
funding will vanish” if the township
and others do not keep on top of
the study. He also said the township
should complete the northeast

quadrant flood control project,
phase 2B.

The Birchwood project also was
a hot topic of the evening. Cranford
is in the middle of appealing a
court decision to approve the
builder’s remedy lawsuit to build
a 360-unit housing complex in
what the township says is a
wetlands. All candidates agreed
the township must continue the
fight. “The Birchwood project is
the worst project that has come
to Cranford,” said Mr. D’Ambola,
a retired Summit Police
Department lieutenant.

Mr. Howard said, “It’s
important to look backward in

CRANFORD – Human remains
recovered in Newark identified
as belonging to homicide victim
April Wyckoff of Cranford. who
was murdered in Union Township
last week, acting Union County
Prosecutor Grace H. Park
announced on Monday.

The body was recovered next
to a branch of the Passaic River
near a portion of the 100 block of
Raymond Boulevard in Newark.
An autopsy took place Monday
morning, after which
investigators made the
identification.

The discovery followed an
intensive search involving more
than 200 municipal, county and
state law-enforcement
representatives combing through
multiple areas in Hudson, Essex
and Union counties from
Wednesday through the
weekend. Union Township
resident Matthew Ballister, III,
43, has been arrested and
charged with first-degree murder
in connection with Wyckoff’s
death on October 22, and is being
held on $2 million bail set by

Body of Cranford Murder Victim
Found Near Passaic River In Newark

state Superior Court Judge Robert
J. Mega.

The investigation was led by
the Union County Homicide Task
Force and Union Township Police
Department with assistance
from many agencies.

Based on evidence obtained
during the course of the
investigation, the incident that
led to Wyckoff’s death is believed
to have occurred at Ballister’s
home. Ballister’s mother, 70-
year-old Eleanor Schofield of
Mountainside, also has been
charged with fourth-degree
hindering apprehension for
allegedly interfering with the
investigation by attempting to
assist in his efforts to conceal
evidence of the crime, authorities
said.

This investigation remains
active, as authorities are
continuing to search for additional
human remains. Anyone with
information about Ms. Wyckoff’s
death is urged to contact Union
County Prosecutor’s Office
Detective Robert Henderson at
(908) 347-2686.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Four Candidates Vie for Two Cranford Seats

LITTLEST READER...Three-and-a-
half-year-old Caroline Miskewitz of
Cranford believes she is the littlest
reader of The Westfield Leader.
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Garwood Mayor Quattrocchi
Expounds on Borough Issues

After reading the coverage of
the Garwood Candidates’ Forum,
which took place at the Pointe,
on October 24, I am compelled to
clear up a few of the comments
that have appeared in local news
media.

I read that the Athletic Field
Complex Project was one-year
behind schedule. This is puzzling
to say the least as ground was
broken in December 2012 and it
is not yet December 2013. Yes,
there have been some delays
along the way.

Superstorm Sandy was a major
and unavoidable one; others so
far, have been inconveniences
and have been addressed at no
cost to the borough. There are no
cost overruns to date. Doom and
gloom predictions regarding costs
are certainly premature and prob-
lems with construction projects
are to be expected.

It is also worth noting that the
project was scaled back before
we went out for bids and it re-
ceived council approval in the
late summer of 2012. Further,
the original plans from the prior
administration called for geo-
thermal heating/cooling and
glass walls. These items were
considered too costly and the
glass walls not practical at a
children’s sports complex. Hardly
“high end upgrades” the glass
siding was replaced with a prac-
tical, sturdy alternative, which
made perfect sense as did re-
placing almost 30-year old
kitchen equipment with newer
energy efficient models.

Calling the project a “level 3
trending a level 4 disaster” is
irresponsible fear mongering.

I have never made it a secret
that I believe redevelopment to
be the path toward tax relief in
the borough. Eminent domain is

not a suitable option and the re-
cent resolution passed by the
council to study a specific area for
redevelopment makes it a non-
issue not to be employed. Again,
even the suggestion that it will be
considered is irresponsible.

Shared services is a complex
issue and this administration has
made continuous efforts to enter
into new cost savings arrange-
ments. However, other munici-
palities have to be willing and
interested as well. We have re-
cently pursued and/or investi-
gated arrangements for DPW,
shade tree, and police dispatch.
For years the borough has had
shared board of health and con-
struction departments. One year
ago we entered into a shared
contract for office cleaning and
most recently with the county
signed a contract for use of a
ladder truck for the fire depart-
ment. We also employ cost sav-
ings by contracting with the
county for road salt, fuel and
printing services.

As mayor, may I suggest that
residents contact council mem-
bers directly regarding their re-
spective area of responsibility for
up to date info: Athletic Field
Complex and Police Commissioner
– Lpetruzzelli@garwood.org;
Council President and Finance
Chair –Stodisco@garwood.org;
Buildings and Grounds Chair –
Sblaufeder@garwood.org;
Streets and Roads Chair –
Wnierstedt@garwood.org, and
Laws and License Chair –
Apalmer@garwood.org.

Please feel free to contact me
directly by phone at (908) 789-
0710 or e-mail
Pquattrocchi@garwood.org with
any concerns.

Patricia Quattrocchi
Garwood Mayor

how we got ourselves into this
mess…we opposed then we hired
the wrong counsel. The decisions
we have made in the last 10
months are the right ones. We
hired specialized counsel…opened
a second front with the DEP
(Department of Environmental
Protection) to oppose that as
well… The Birchwood is the type
of management decisions we need
to make without conflict, without
self-interest.”

 “This is an environmental
disaster. We have brought one
of the best attorneys in the state,
he is a special ist. I was
instrumental in getting him
appointed as our counsel,” Mr.
Campbell said. He said the
township needs to bring media
attention to the Birchwood
development, “and how bad this
development is to the
environment.”

Ms. O’Connor blamed the
Birchwood development on the

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
SPIRITED FORUM...A debate among candidates to fill the two open commis-
sioner seats on the Township Committee was held at the Cranford Municipal
Building on Thursday night. Pictured, top photo, from left to right, Mary
O’Connor and Robert D’Ambola, Republicans, debate Kelly Howard and incum-
bent Kevin Campbell, Democrats. Pictured, center, is moderator Dawn Clarke.

township committee of 2005,
because “they refused to file for
certifications that would have
protected us from builder’s remedy
lawsuits. She also said the 555
South Avenue development is
“another development that is
arising out of this situation.”

In 2005, COAH (Council on
Affordable Housing) informed
municipalities it would be the final
year for municipalities to file a
certification. The township
committee then voted 3-2 against
seeking certification. She said the
township committee needs a plan
for the increase in development
and to continue to fight the
development.

Mr. Campbell said in rebuttal
that the 2005 committee was not
the only committee to hold
responsible, “but many years
before that.”

Mr. Howard said in rebuttal,
“This is a historical analysis…I
haven’t heard any ideas how this

gets addressed today and in the
future.”

The current construction of a
multi-use, four-story, four-
building development on South
Avenue across from the train
station, called the Riverside
development, drew heated
remarks amongst party lines.

Ms. O’Connor and Mr. D’Ambola
both agreed the Riverfront project
was too dense. Ms. O’Connor voted
against the application when the
planning board put it to a vote in
June 2011. “They sold that out, in
my opinion, for a $770,000 one-
time payment and what they get
is a fourth floor. The owner is
going to make a million dollars in
that first year,” Mr. D’Ambola said.

Mr. Howard said the $770,000
the township received should have
been moved to a fund to grow and
create business, instead of the
general fund. Mr. Howard said
residents of Riverfront will spend
money in the downtown and
promote economic activity.

“I think you are going to like
the results a bit better when you
see it finished,” Mr. Campbell said.

Mr. Campbell said in rebuttal,
“Not to judge the Riverfront on an
additional story.” He said it is one
fourth story on one of the buildings,
and equates to 17 more units. He
voted to approve the Riverside
project in the township committee
vote in 2011.

“We would have had that
economic activity with just the
three floors. The fourth floor makes
that project too big for the character
of our town,” Ms. O’Connor said in
rebuttal. Ms. O’Connor and Mr.
Campbell both said they liked the
township form of government. Mr.
D’Ambola and Mr. Howard said
they would support a charter study
commission to recommend a
change in the form of government
for the township.

Four Candidates Square off for Two Cranford Seats

Probitas Verus Honos

Local Letters to the Editor
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By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Loss of order
interrupted the Garwood
Candidates’ Debate on Thursday
night. Three candidates,
incumbent Republican
conservative Jim Mathieu,
Republican Mike Martin and
Independent Democrat Bruce
Paterson, had gathered to
debate at The Pointe apartment
complex’s clubhouse by
invitation of the residents. The
candidates are competing for
two open seats on Garwood’s
borough council.

During the June Republican
Primary, the local Republican
Party endorsed sitting
Councilman Steve Blaufeder.
However, in an unusual move,
Garwood Republicans declined
to endorse Mr. Mathieu, despite
his three years on council.

Instead, they supported political
newcomer Mr. Martin, owner of
Mike Martin’s Promotional Rental
Service on North Avenue in
Garwood.

Garwood’s Democratic Party
did not name a candidate. Thus,
when Mr. Martin and Mr. Mathieu
gained the majority of votes in
the Republican Primary, they
seemed a lock for the two open
seats.

Enter Mr. Paterson, a 21-year
Garwood resident and member
of Garwood’s planning board.
Mr. Paterson, although not
formally on the ballot, has
decided to encourage citizens to
vote for him by write-in as an
alternative to Mr. Mathieu, whose
politics he opposes.

For most of the debate, the
candidates adhered to a format
in which moderator Bill Connolly
— a Pointe resident, veteran
reporter and former senior editor

of The New York Times — posed
questions, giving each candidate
two minutes to respond. Shared
services, redevelopment along
North and South Avenues, the
Athletic Field Complex project,
tax control, property-tax
reevaluation and the relative
importance of government
experience were all discussed
with civility.

The candidates appeared to
largely agree on many issues.
All three condone some shared
services, support redevelopment
without use of eminent domain,
and admit that the Athletic Field
Complex construction, although
over-priced, can no longer be
delayed.

Mr. Martin and Mr. Paterson
would vote for tightly-controlled
tax increases, whereas Mr.
Mathieu says he will vote against
any and all increases. Mr. Mathieu
also supports a borough-wide
property-tax reassessment. All
three candidates also agreed that
community or business
experience is just as relevant as
governmental experience for a
candidate.

The debate derailed when the
candidates were each allowed
one question to be answered by
both opponents, respectively.

Mr. Mathieu asked Mr. Martin
and Mr. Paterson to defend their
party affiliations. Both answered
that party philosophies are much
less important than teamwork
at the local level. Mr. Martin
stated that Mr. Mathieu has failed
to be a team player.

Then, Mr. Paterson asked, “If
either one of you were sitting on
council and for three years voted
no on every single thing that
came along…and nothing was
accomplished…what makes
either one of you think that
maybe another three years is
worthwhile?”

The question was clearly
directed to Mr. Mathieu, who
proudly touted his record of

 ** Heated Exchange Occurs At Garwood Candidates’ Debate **
voting “no” to tax increases
without exception. Mr. Martin,
who has never served on council,
answered that he would be
ashamed to vote “no” so often
and he said to Mr. Mathieu, “You
haven’t accomplished anything,
Jim, and I think you should be
ashamed of yourself.”

Mr. Mathieu responded, “If
you want a sixth ‘yes’ voice,
you’ve got them right here.” He
said that he was the only
candidate who represented a
difference from the status quo.
Mr. Martin then began to ask his
question, starting with, “How do
you see, Jim…” At this point,
residents rose to Mr. Mathieu’s
defense, reminding the
candidates that their question
should be for both opponents.
Mr. Mathieu said, “I take
exception to that,” and began to
argue with a resident.

It took several moments for
Mr. Connelly to reestablish order.
“This is why nobody wants to
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one-seat ride in New York starting in the spring to New York during off-peak
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New Community Church
To Celebrate First Year

GARWOOD — All are invited to
attend a special celebration this
Sunday, November 3, at 9:30
a.m. at The Westwood com-
memorating one full year since
the launch of the New Commu-
nity Church.

Senior Pastor Jeff Ebert will
preach, and for this milestone
event there will be an expanded
band and a special children’s
program, complete with bal-
loons and T-shirts. On Sunday,
Pastor Ebert will kick off a new
sermon series entitled “Getting
thru what you’re going thru,”
based on Psalms 23.

New Community began one
year ago when a group of people
from Westf ield, Cranford,
Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Garwood and Rahway came to-

gether to worship and serve
Jesus Christ. As a campus of
The Presbyterian Church at New
Providence, the mission is the
same: To develop a community
of committed Christ-followers
who are inwardly strong and
outwardly focused.

At New Community, the wor-
ship service provides a blend of
contemporary Christian music
with relevant Biblical preach-
ing. Sunday school is provided
for youngsters through grade
8. Childcare for the youngest
children also is available.

Contemporary worship ser-
vices are held each Sunday at
9:30 a.m. at The Westwood,
located at 438 North Avenue in
Garwood. For more information,
visit newcommunitynj.org.

run,” commented one audience
member.

Mr. Martin then began, again,
to question Mr. Mathieu. Mr.
Connelly cut Mr. Martin off and
called for closing statements.

Mr. Paterson explained how
to use the ballot to vote for a
write-in candidate. He said, “I
apologize if it got a little out of
hand at the end…Jim’s the
incumbent; he has a record that
has to be assailable.”

Mr. Martin said, “I’m not going
to apologize to anyone in this
room for pointedly attacking Jim,
because I abhor what he’s done
on the council.”

Mr. Mathieu, like Mr. Paterson,
apologized to the room, saying,
“I didn’t want this to turn into a
food fight; you deserve better
than this.”

Following the debate,
candidates and community
members mixed peacefully over
cookies and cider provided by
Pointe residents.


