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Letters to
the Editor

Don’Don’Don’Don’Don’t Scorn the Magic of Pastt Scorn the Magic of Pastt Scorn the Magic of Pastt Scorn the Magic of Pastt Scorn the Magic of Past
Souls - Happy HalloweenSouls - Happy HalloweenSouls - Happy HalloweenSouls - Happy HalloweenSouls - Happy Halloween

Although not sanctioned by any government cal-
endar, Halloween is a favorite holiday – colorful and
festive. Kids dress up as witches, skeletons and
ghosts, knocking on doors for treats – lest tricks and
haunts follow. It’s a rite of fall, but strange in that all
the fun seems based on the dark side – death, goblins,
haunted houses and horror.

Is it a hedonistic legacy or important sacrament?
Where did we learn to put fire in pumpkins, spread
fake cobwebs to instill fright, decorate halls with
phony human bones, pipe eerie music into our homes,
dress in monstrous costumes and hope to fly off into
the night on broomsticks like evil witches?

It inspires us to party, to mask what we are and to
honor the strange – hoping to win a prize, but based
on what? Maybe it was the Celts, centuries ago, who
created this practice before beliefs existed, as we
now like to think of our sophisticated selves.

Is it because we’re not so sure of our beliefs today,
that we gleefully pay homage to these rites of our
roots? Do we refuse to laugh at the supposed igno-
rance of peoples long ago, those without science, we
say – those mired in fright and superstition and

darkness as night each year extends over day; as
winter winds howl during the fading fall. Are the
sounds they heard, calls from spirits; lonely souls
close at hand only during this time of year?

Things we seldom listen for today – are they still
there? Ancient cultures divided their calendars ac-
cording to the seasons of the year, heavily influenced
by cycles of weather with pastoral markings taken
from the heavens. Astronomy provided the accepted
wisdom of their time.

We may scoff today and challenge these supersti-
tions. But, is it buried in the DNA of our souls? How
can one tell in looking at the moon tonight or
tomorrow night? Was that a bat or witch flickering
by? Is there more to the wind? Does it carry the
moans of our forefathers’ spirits?

For those who mock, we say spend Halloween
night at Gallows Hill Road by Fairview Cemetery,
and your opinions may change. For others, we say,
play it safe; don’t scorn the magic of souls past. Put
on your masks, don costumes, light jack-o’-lanterns
and party.

Happy Halloween!

Vote November 5, 2013

Governor’s Race Shouldn’t
Overshadow Local Elections

While Tuesday’s gubernatorial election may be
overshadowing all other election battles around the
state, voters should not lose site of the important
races at the local level. In addition to the race for
governor, all 120 seats in the State Legislature are on
Tuesday’s ballot, including Legislative Districts 21
and 22, which include the coverage area of this
newspaper.

Locally, there are races for mayor in Westfield and
for town council seats representing the third and
fourth wards, an unexpired council seat in Scotch
Plains, two seats on the Fanwood Borough Council,
two seats on the Cranford Township Council and two
seats on the Garwood Council. The Garwood race
involves three candidates, two Republicans and one
write-in candidate.

There is a race for three seats on the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders where three Republi-
cans hope to break through onto the all-Democratic
board.

Three questions also appear on this year’s ballot
including one that if approved would not only in-
crease the state’s minimum wage, but include auto-
matic annual increases in future years based on hikes
in the cost of living.

Westfield voters will see an additional question
for amending last year’s public schools’ $13.6-
million bond referendum for replacement of school
roofs. If approved, Westfield would receive $2.7
million in state aid to offset the remaining cost of the
roofs.

School board candidates are also on Tuesday’s

ballot, although only Scotch Plains-Fanwood has
competitive races.

As a community service, this special election
issue of the newspaper has been mailed to all homes
and businesses in Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Garwood, Cranford, and Mountainside — a press
run of 40,000 to an audience of over 100,000. We
encourage voters to use the information in this
edition to become familiar with the candidates and
issues.

It is our hope that the many features of our news-
paper are interesting to you and that you become
subscribers. As you do, we will expand regional
coverage and be of service to you year-round.

This special edition includes coverage of candi-
date forums in Westfield, Cranford, Garwood and
for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education,
and biographies.

Biographies of school board candidates are not
included as the response to our requests for this
information was largely ignored by the candidates.
All school board candidates were contacted.

Sample ballots have been mailed to all registered
voters by the office of the Union County Clerk and
are also available at ucnj.org. Voters can find their
polling locations by going to the county website,
http://ucnj.org/. Use the menu for departments and
select election board.

We encourage everyone to vote on Tuesday.
See our website, www.goleader.com for the latest

information, videos, photos and for election results.
www.goleader.com/subscribe

Westfielders Should Vote ‘Yes’
On Question 3 for Tax Relief

I’m so excited to be writing this letter.
It’s extremely rare that we get to vote on
something that will provide tax relief –
that’s right – tax relief. On November
5th, Westfield residents will have that
opportunity. Westfield residents just need
to vote YES on Question 3—the replace-
ment bond referendum.

In a nutshell, here are your choices:
Vote YES, and Westfield receives a

$2.7 million state grant, which will be
applied toward the remaining $6.7-mil-
lion school roof project.

Vote NO, and Westfield’s obligation
to pay $6.7 million toward the roof project
will remain. Westfield will not receive
the $2.7 million grant from the state.

Here’s a timeline that led us to this
point:

December 2012: Westfield residents
passed a $13.6-million bond to fix re-
place roofs on all 12 school buildings.

March 2013: The Westfield district
received bids for the roofing projects that
would begin in June 2013 in the amount
of $6.9 million.

May 2013: State released school con-
struction funding that had been frozen for
several years and was NOT available
when the BOE proposed the December
2012 bond.

May 2013: The Westfield district sub-
mitted grant applications to the state for
the remaining roof work.

August 2013: Westfield was awarded
$2.7 million in grants, which is approxi-
mately 40 percent of $6.7 million (the

remaining money from the December
2012 bond), subject to the approval of a
replacement bond for $6.7 million.

June 2013: Work began on the initial
roof projects that amounted to $6.9 mil-
lion of the $13.6 million.

November 2013: Vote on replacement
referendum so Westfield can receive the
$2.7 million state grant.

June 2014: Work will begin on the
remaining roof projects regardless of
outcome of the November 2013 vote.

Remember:
In order to receive the money from the

state, Westfield residents must accept the
grant by voting Yes on the $6.7-million
replacement bond (the remainder of the
December 2012 bond).

The District is not spending more
money. The district is not adding any
projects. The district will fix the remain-
ing roofs no matter the outcome of the
November 5th vote on this referendum.
However, if the replacement bond passes
on November 5th, Westfield residents
will pay $2.7 million less. In other words,
Westfield residents will realize $2.7 mil-
lion in tax relief.

Therefore, I urge you to vote YES on
Question 3, the replacement bond refer-
endum. I know I will.

For more information, check out our
website or email the board at
wboe@westfieldnjk12.org.

Rosanne L. Kurstedt
Vice-President, Westfield BOE

Vote ‘No’ On Public Question 2
Regarding Hike in Minimum Wage

Town Is In Better Financial, Physical
Shape Than It Was Four Years Ago

DEM Signs Ask Voters to Support
Party; GOP Want A Better County

New Jersey voters must vote “no” on
Public Question No. 2: “A Constitutional
amendment to Set a State Minimum Wage
With Annual Cost of Living Increases.”
Minimum wage laws are misguided, and
they worsen the economic situation of
the people they try to help.

Ultimately, the marketplace is the ar-
biter of compensation levels. When poli-
ticians tell employers by legislative fiat
how much to pay employees, employers
respond by creating fewer entry-level
jobs.

According to Rudy Taleka of the Heri-
tage Foundation, only 2.9 percent of U.S.
employees work for the federal mini-
mum wage of $7.25 per hour. Less than a
quarter of minimum wage workers live at
or below the poverty line, while two-

thirds come from families above 150
percent of the poverty line.

Thus, a higher minimum wage would
help some workers, but few of them are
poor. The larger effect is to hurt the
ability of potential workers living in pov-
erty to find entry-level employment. Mini-
mum wage laws keep teenagers from
their first job.

Indeed raising the minimum wage
makes for a political stump speech, and it
makes people feel good. But it does noth-
ing to lift disadvantaged people out of
poverty and, in fact, harms those very
people.

Vote “no” on Public Question No. 2 on
Tuesday, November 5, 2013.

James M. Bennett
Summit

It has been a pleasure and a privilege to
represent the First Ward on Westfield’s
town council. Westfield continues to be
the envy of other communities. We are a
desirable place to live and raise a family,
and a premier destination for shopping,
dining and entertainment. My family and
I have been proud to call Westfield home
for over 17 years. We enjoy its excellent
schools, its award-winning downtown,
and its charming neighborhoods. As coun-
cilman, my focus has been, and will con-
tinue to be, to protect and preserve our
quality of life.

When I first sought election four years
ago, I could only ask First Ward residents
to “trust me.” I had no council record, but
among other things I had coached many
local children in sports; I had served on
the Westfield Historic Preservation Com-
mission and the Citizens Advisory Com-
mittee on Enrollment; and I was commit-
ted to being a responsive representative
in town government. Four years later, I
can confidently say that the trust that
First Ward residents placed in me has
been rewarded.

Over the past four years, Westfield has
faced substantial and sometimes unprec-
edented financial challenges: the loss of
millions in state aid; the state-imposed 2
percent cap on annual property tax levy
increases; and a substantial decline in
property values resulting in the loss of
millions in tax revenues, to name a few.
It was the perfect storm of economic
dilemmas, and then the weather got worse.
Hurricane Irene, Superstorm Sandy, dam-
aging autumn nor’easters and snow
storms, and a 2010 blizzard that dropped
three feet of snow the day after Christmas

all battered our infrastructure and strained
our resources.

Yet, Westfield is in better financial
and physical shape today than it was four
years ago. Our 2013 budget was lower
than in 2009; municipal salaries and wages
are below 2005 levels; our streets are
safer, and many of them have been re-
paved; we acquired vital police and
firefighting equipment to protect people
and property; our downtown is thriving;
high school parking has been addressed;
and we are closer to one-seat train service
to New York City.

Our success was achieved by the lead-
ership, foresight and hard work of Mayor
Skibitsky and the town council. As chair
of the council’s finance policy commit-
tee, I played an important role in those
efforts and in achieving the favorable
results described above. Our municipal
debt remains low, our credit rating is
high, and our future is bright. That is why
I am again seeking the privilege of serv-
ing First Ward residents.

By continuing to work with Mayor
Skibitsky, Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins and Councilman Keith
Loughlin, and with the addition of David
Oliveira to the town council, I know that
we will meet the challenges that lie ahead
and keep Westfield financially secure
and a wonderful place to live. Our suc-
cess has been a team effort, and so I ask
the residents of the First Ward and all of
Westfield to support me and Mayor
Skibitsky’s entire team on November
5th.

Sam Della Fera, Jr.
First Ward Councilman, Westfield

Someone once said signs don’t vote.
In a campaign season, as we are in now,
political campaign signs are everywhere.
The names on the signs are important, but
look at the message below the names.

Take for example, the message from
Marc Krauss, Mark Martini, and Ira Gei-
ger, their message is, “For A Better Union
County.” This is a simple but powerful
statement that they want to make Union
County a better place for everyone re-
gardless of political affiliation.

As you drive up and down Route 22,
and see the sign pollution of blue signs
with neon green lettering, the message
Democrats Linda Carter, Bette Jane
Kowalski and Sergio Granados are using
is, “Democrats For Union County.”

Keep in mind, based on current esti-
mated voter registration in Union County,
the split is 45 percent Unaffiliated, 40
percent Democrat, and 15 percent Re-
publican. The Democrats care more about

their 40 percent than the all the residents
these at-large freeholders claim they rep-
resent.

Then if you look closer at the Demo-
crat signs you will notice that there is a
giant “A” to the left of their names. Their
focus is not voting for the individual
based on qualifications to serve the people,
but to support the party ticket by putting
the party above the people. These are the
same signs and the same message the All-
Democrat Board of Freeholders have been
recycling for 15 years. What has it cost
you? Millions in wasted spending, party
patronage, higher taxes and the list goes
on.

Vote for Krauss – Martini – Geiger For
Freeholders on November 5th in Column
B. It’s time “For A Better Union County.”

Marc Krauss
Candidate for Freeholder

Springfield

Please Make a Pledge To The
Westfield United Fund

Westfield is lucky to have so many
volunteers eager to serve in elective of-
fices and appointed positions on the town
council, the board of education, and many
other boards and committees. Their gen-
erous commitment of time and talent on
behalf of their neighbors makes Westfield
a better community for all of us. We
thank them for their dedicated service!

The Westfield United Fund also serves
our neighbors, focusing on the less fortu-
nate among us. We partner with 20 differ-
ent social service agencies, supporting
programs that help keep Westfield a vi-
brant, diverse community for residents of
every age, ability and economic status.

Our programs allow senior citizens to
live independently, help low-income par-
ents meet their needs for affordable
childcare and afterschool programs, and
provide housing for the physically and
developmentally challenged, to name just
a few. Your contribution to the Westfield
United Fund is a vote for Westfield.
Please support our annual campaign by
making a pledge at
westfieldunitedfund.org. Together We
Make a Difference!

Deirdre Gelinne, Exec. Director
Charles Weidman, Pres. Trustees

Westfield United Fund

My Pledge On WF BOE
Is to Keep Learning

People often joke that being on the
school board is the world’s most thank-
less job. I disagree. Sure, the pay isn’t
great. But after three-and-a-half years of
service, this so-called thankless job has
made me nothing if not thankful.

Westfield is a community with a big
heart. Our kids are being raised in a town
with a devoted and talented staff that
cares deeply about them. Our teachers
and administrators have an interest in the
success of every child in every one of our
district’s nine buildings. That’s some-
thing to be proud of — and something to
be thankful for.

Being a member of the Westfield Board
of Education has been an education in
and of itself. I’ve learned what it takes to
make a 6,200-student school system work.
I’ve come to understand the complexities
of managing $100 million in taxpayer
money. And I’ve been constantly im-
pressed by the dedication of my fellow
board members. No, we don’t always
agree. But at the end of the day, we all
know what matters: the kids. That’s why
we’re all here.

Three years ago, you asked for better
technology and an improved wireless
infrastructure. Today, we are not only
making progress, but soon we will be the
district that others turn to for guidance.

Last night I had the opportunity to
speak at Tamaques School’s PTO meet-
ing. The room was filled with passionate
parents and teachers, all clearly commit-
ted to making their kids’ school experi-
ence something special.

That’s a common thread I have seen
throughout my 20 years of raising a fam-
ily in Westfield. Everyone pitches in.
That’s why our school system works and
why our town is such a close-knit com-
munity. I’m just doing my part.

So my pledge for my final term is to
keep learning. I want to keep learning
from you, the stakeholders, to keep learn-
ing from our tremendous educators and
administrators, and most importantly, to
learning from our kids.

That’s why I’m thankful. And that’s
why I look forward to serving on the
board for the next three years.

Mitch Slater, Member
Westfield Board of Education

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Lucifugous – Avoiding light; noc-

turnal
2. Griffe – The child of Negro and

mulatto
3. Sclerogenous – Becoming thick or

hard
4. Thanatophidia – Poisonous snakes

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

TID
1. A gentle tapping
2. To wash or clean
3. Tender; soft
4. To fuss or complain

THRUM
1. To cast aside; throw out
2. The row of thread ends left on a

loom when the web is cut off
3. To fill too full; pack tightly
4. In nautical usage, to strap about; to

fasten round
TERCEL

1. The male falcon
2. Paper or tapestry for a wall
3. A marble used to shoot with; it is

usually large and fancy
4. A large edible sea fish related to the

cod
SANSSOUCI

1. Without doubt; certainly
2. Hopeless; discouraged
3. Fish soup
4. Without cares or worries

Turkey’s 90th
Anniversary

This is in response to the letter to the
editor suggesting Turkey should be given
a resolution to mark its 90th Anniversary
as a Republic, which occurred under the
regime of Mustafa Kemal Ataturk. Per-
haps Turkey should first admit the much-
documented genocide of millions of Ar-
menians in the 1920’s under the brutal
rule of Mustafa Kemal Ataturk. Finally
acknowledging the grievous slaughter of
innocent human beings would be a stron-
ger, and more honest, way of marking
Turkey’s 90th anniversary.

Lucille Megerdichian Bills
Scotch Plains
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