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Do You Know How Much You and Your Neighbors Send To

The All-Democratic Union County Freeholders?

Cranford
Fanwood
Garwood
Mountainside
Scotch Plains
Westfield

$11.7 million
$ 5.3 million
$ 3.1 million
$ 8.0 million
$18.6 million
$34.1 million

21%
17%
18%
25%
18%
22%

$2,129
$1,975
$1,740
$2,752
$2,289
$3,314

Total
Percentage

of Taxes
Average

Taxpayer

What Did You Get Besides a Higher Tax Bill?

Marc Krauss
Combat Veteran

P. Mark Martini
Business Leader

Ira Geiger
Special Ed. Teacher Paid For By Union County Republican Committee

“For a Better Union County”

VOTE COLUMN B
We Want You To

Get Your Money’s Worth

first question is for a constitutional amend-
ment that, if approved by voters, would
permit money from existing games of chance
to support veterans’ organizations. At
present, the New Jersey Constitution al-
lows this money to be used only for educa-
tional, charitable, patriotic, religious or
public-spirited purposes. Currently, only
senior citizen groups may use the money
they collect from existing games of chance.

On the second public question, voters
will be asked whether or not they support
amending the state constitution to set a
state minimum wage at $8.25 per hour
with annual cost of living increases. The
amendment also would require annual in-
creases in the rate if there are annual
increases in the cost of living. If the federal
minimum wage rate is raised above the
state rate, the state rate would be raised to
match the federal rate. Future cost of liv-
ing increases then would be added to that
raised rate, according to the interpretative
statement for the question. Future cost of
living increases then would be added to
that raised rate.

Westfield voters will have a third ques-
tion on the ballot regarding whether or not
to accept $2.7 million in state funding
towards the remaining cost of $6,684,000
of roof replacement at Westfield schools.
Voters approved a $13.6-million bond ref-
erendum for the roofs last December. Work
began this past summer and will conclude
in the summer of 2014.

Also on Tuesday, board of education
members will be selected. Locally, there is
only a competitive race for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education, where
five Scotch Plains residents seek three seats
on the board. They are incumbents Nancy
Norris-Bauer and David Gorbunoff and
Charlotte Ann Schirmer, Evan Murray and
John T. Scanlon. Incumbent Amy Winkler
of Fanwood faces a challenge from Robert
Stovall. School board elections were moved
from April to November last year.

swered by both opponents, respectively.
Mr. Mathieu asked Mr. Martin and Mr.

Paterson to defend their party affiliations.
Both answered that party philosophies are
much less important than teamwork at the
local level. Mr. Martin stated that Mr.
Mathieu has failed to be a team player.

Then, Mr. Paterson asked, “If either one
of you were sitting on council and for three
years voted no on every single thing that
came along…and nothing was
accomplished…what makes either one of
you think that maybe another three years is
worthwhile?”

The question was clearly directed to Mr.
Mathieu, who proudly touted his record of
voting “no” to tax increases without excep-
tion. Mr. Martin, who has never served on
council, answered that he would be ashamed
to vote “mo,” so often and he said to Mr.
Mathieu, “You haven’t accomplished any-
thing Jim, and I think you should be ashamed
of yourself.”

Mr. Mathieu responded, “If you want a
sixth ‘yes’ voice, you’ve got them right
here.” He said that he was the only candi-
date who represented a difference from the
status quo. Mr. Martin then began to ask his
question, starting with, “How do you see,
Jim…” At this point, residents rose to Mr.
Mathieu’s defense, reminding the candi-
dates that their question should be for both
opponents. Mr. Mathieu said, “I take ex-
ception to that,” and began to argue with a
resident.

It took several moments for Mr. Connelly
to reestablish order. “This is why nobody
wants to run,” commented one audience
member.

Mr. Martin then began, again, to ques-
tion Mr. Mathieu. Mr. Connelly cut Mr.
Martin off and called for closing state-
ments.

Mr. Paterson explained how to use the
ballot to vote for a write-in candidate. He

said, “I apologize if it got a little out of hand
at the end…Jim’s the incumbent; he has a
record that has to be assailable.”

Mr. Martin said, “I’m not going to apolo-
gize to anyone in this room for pointedly
attacking Jim, because I abhor what he’s
done on the council.”

Mr. Mathieu, like Mr. Paterson, apolo-
gized to the room, saying, “I didn’t want
this to turn into a food fight; you deserve
better than this.”

All three would serve one-year terms and
either be reappointed or replaced annu-
ally.

During a discussion of property taxes,
Mr. Jones criticized the council for using
surplus funds from the sewer utility and
capital budget while “giving short shrift
to the library” in crafting this year’s
municipal budget, which Mr.
Beckerman said contained the lowest
property-tax increase in years. Mr. Jones
said the library “is more than just a
place to check out books,” noting that it
serves as a community center for se-
niors and for young people. He said
that instead of spending money on a
severance package for the former town-
ship manager, on added legal expenses
and on a consultant’s study of the town-
ship sewer utility, the council could
have used those funds to more ad-
equately finance the library and avoid
cutbacks in hours and personnel.

Mr. Beckerman, saying that “I do
love the library,” said the township’s
chief financial officer had discovered
an additional $40,000 earlier this year
that helped offset some of the cuts in
library funding. He also pointed to a
2012 audit that revealed that funds were
being “squirreled away,” namely
$96,000 in unspent state aid and an-
other $540,000 in unspent capital im-
provement funds. He said the council
earlier this year had decided that the
library did have sources of funding it
could use to finance its operations.

The two candidates also talked about
possible new revenue sources for the
township. While both opposed charg-
ing user fees to outside groups to use
township parks and facilities, Mr.
Beckerman backed the idea of using a
collection agency to secure what he
said are “hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars in uncollected court fines.” Mr.
Jones called for more ratables, as long
as they resulted from “good, appropri-
ate new development.”

There was disagreement on the wis-
dom of having a separate sewer utility,
with Mr. Beckerman saying he contin-
ued to favor merging it back into the
municipal budget. “There’s got to be a
way” to do so, he said, “to make it tax-
deductible for our residents.” Mr. Jones
rebuffed his opponent’s criticisms of
the then-Republican-controlled
council’s 2009 decision to create the
sewer utility by saying that doing so
avoided massive layoffs or a signifi-
cant property-tax hike.

Addressing the downtown business
district, and the troubled Scotch Plains
Management Corp. (SPMC) that was
created to oversee its revitalization, Mr.
Jones said the area “can be much more
than it is today,” but said the SPMC had
been “regularly interfered with by poli-
ticians” since its creation five years
ago. He criticized the council’s deci-
sion this year to suspend the annual
assessment fees on business property
owners, but said he would favor rein-
stating the $400 charge, “if we can get
the business owners involved.”

Mr. Beckerman said it was “uncon-

scionable” to continue charging the fees
“without results.” Some have supported
having all township property owners
pay a fee to back downtown develop-
ment, but Mr. Jones said he did not
favor doing so but might be open to
some added township funding from the
general budget if the SPMC was seeing
successes in its efforts. Mr. Beckerman
said he did not favor such a move at
present, but did say it was “not outside
the realm of reality.”

Mr. Beckerman defended the deci-
sion by the council majority to replace
most professional service providers at
the start of the year when the Demo-
crats took control of the governing body.
They provide “better services, better
prices and fresh perspective,” he said,
calling it a “winning combination.” Mr.
Jones said it was important to strike a
balance between “experience and new
perspectives,” and again criticized what
he said was a 50-percent rise in township
legal expenses this year.
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cause I love this town,” Mr. Skibitsky
pointed to his opponent having missed 10
percent of meetings and said that “voters
deserve the opportunity to vote their choice.”

The two candidates did agree on several
issues, including their opposition to red-
light cameras, their promise to perform
same-sex marriages as mayor and their
general agreement that Westfield had weath-
ered Superstorm Sandy well. In brief clos-
ing remarks, Mr. Haas criticized rising
property taxes during the mayor’s two terms
and also questioned the mayor’s refusal to
join the Mayors Against Illegal Guns coa-
lition. He also said the controversial Cen-
tral Avenue pedestrian-crossing traffic light
should be moved. Mr. Skibitsky ended the
debate by listing his accomplishments and
then noting that his opponent had voted
with him “99 percent” of the time during
their eight years serving together. Mr. Haas’
attacks on his record, the mayor said, were
“simply political rhetoric.”

Prior to the mayoral candidates’ debate,
five candidates for town council faced off
for 40 minutes of questions posed by Mrs.
Barr. First Ward Councilman Sam Della
Fera, a Republican running unopposed,
predicted that, starting next year, town
homeowners and businesses will be paying
their sewer bills based on usage versus the
$170 flat fee that many currently pay. On
another issue, he addressed street and road
conditions and said the town is “spending
what we can” despite road repairs being
“very expensive” and the municipal budget
being “strained” in recent years. He noted
that over the past four years, all or parts of
80 roads, out of 380 total, had been worked
on.

The two candidates in the Third Ward,
Republican David Oliveira and Democrat
Matthew Sontz, addressed a variety of is-
sues, including the Central Avenue pedes-
trian-crossing traffic light, with Mr. Sontz
favoring its repositioning because “it’s dan-
gerous where it is” and Mr. Oliveira saying
that while “pedestrian safety is of the ut-
most importance to me,” more input from
the public and safety officials was needed
first. Both favored exploring new areas
where shared service agreements with neigh-
boring towns could be implemented as a
money-saving tool, with Mr. Sontz raising
the notion of merging municipal courts.
Mr. Sontz also favored bolstering man-
power at the fire department, saying it was
“sad” that sometimes firefighters arrive at a
fire and then have to wait for assistance due
to staff shortages. On another issue, Mr.
Oliveira, noting the state-imposed tax and
spending caps, said town officials need to
“explore every opportunity possible” in
order to generate new revenue to maintain
services.

Fourth Ward candidates James Walsh, a
Democrat and former council member, and
Republican Councilman Keith Loughlin
criticized each other’s records, with Mr.
Walsh decrying the loss of town surplus
funds in recent years and worrying that, if
an unexpected emergency arose, “how are
we going to handle it?” Mr. Loughlin listed
some of his accomplishments, but also
spoke of issues that need to be addressed,
such as improved and increased downtown
parking and what he said was the “gross

mismanagement of our tax dollars” by the
Union County government.

Mr. Loughlin criticized Mr. Walsh’s
support as a councilman for the proposed
multi-million-dollar downtown parking
deck referendum that was defeated a de-
cade ago. Mr. Walsh said he had called the
proposal at the time “a behemoth” and “a
huge mistake,” but said that did not mean
that a parking deck “shouldn’t be in the
mix” of possible solutions to the parking
shortage in the downtown. Talking about
fire department manpower, Mr. Walsh
backed hiring additional personnel, calling
the cost of doing so, amidst the town’s $38-
million budget, “a drop in the bucket.” Mr.
Loughlin said Mr. Walsh had no plan for
how to pay for the new hires. “He wants to
raise your taxes,” Mr. Loughlin said.

Second Ward Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins is running unopposed for re-
election and did not appear at last week’s
debate.

The candidates’ forum will air on TV 36
Friday and Monday at 9 a.m., 3 p.m., 7 p.m.
and 9 p.m., Saturday at 9 a.m. and Sunday
at 9 a.m. and 8 p.m. through Election Day.
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LITTLEST READER...Caroline
Miskewitz (age 3 1/2) of Cranford be-
lieves she is the littlest reader of The
Westfield Leader.

forum, but a statement about him was read
on his behalf. He raised four daughters, one
who still lives in Scotch Plains. He has 11
grandchildren, some of who currently attend
schools in the school district. Mr. Scanlon
was a New York State Certified Public
Accountant (CPA) and said he was inter-
ested in being a part of the board of education
to help “prepare a reasonable budget.”

During a session of questions, each
candidate included bits of insight as to
what they would like to bring to the
position and what they would like to
accomplish if elected or re-elected. Mr.
Murray said he was interested in serving on
the finance and facilities committees and
also had an interest in school athletics. He
currently works for Prudential in the fi-
nance department. When asked if he thought
teachers were paid enough, Mr. Murray
said he did not have enough information to
make that judgment. When asked about the
strategic plan for the district, he said he
would like to see steps taken to help im-
prove the recent test scores in the language-
arts section of the latest standardized tests
that were reported at the October board

meeting.
Ms. Schirmer said she would like to be a

part of the curriculum committee if elected.
She said she wants to do her part in ensuring
that education for students in Scotch Plains
remains a high priority. She also said she had
no particular school or grade level that she
would favor being that she did not have any
students in the schools. She also said she did
not have enough information regarding teach-
ers’ salaries or the district’s strategic plan.

Mr. Stovall said he would be interested
in serving on the community relations com-
mittee, saying he has years of experience
working in public relations and marketing.
He also has a passion for music and foreign
languages. Mr. Stovall has attended four
board meetings since last year and was
impressed with the information he heard
regarding the foreign exchange program to
Barcelona. He also said he did not have
enough information to know if the teachers
were paid well enough in the district.

As a board member, Mr. Gorbunoff has
served on the buildings and grounds com-
mittee, the policy committee and the nego-
tiations committee for the custodians and
grounds personnel. He said one of the
things he had wanted to see during his time
on the board was updated technology for
students. He said updated technology was
part of the strategic plan that he and his
fellow board members had supported. Mr.
Gorbunoff further stated that he was al-
ways impressed with the arts within the
district, noting all of the artwork that was
currently displayed in the room. He said
he did not think that the teachers in the
district were paid enough.

Ms. Norris-Bauer said one her primary
concerns for the district is class size. She
currently is a member of the curriculum and
finance committees. Ms. Norris-Bauer
noted that she started her professional ca-
reer as a classroom teacher and is now part
of the administration at William Paterson
University. She said that she enjoyed her
time on the board, stating, “We are fortu-
nate in that our board works well with the
community. We have respectful discus-
sions and conversations.” She is also inter-
ested in global issues, noting that the for-
eign language department had recently
grown to include Mandarin. She stated that
she knew many teachers who had to find a
second job and summer jobs when asked
about the district’s teachers’ salaries.

Mrs. Winkler currently serves on the
curriculum and community relations com-
mittees. She also had been the board repre-
sentative for the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Shared Services Committee. When asked
about teachers salaries she stated, “Our
teachers are worth their weight in gold. We
could never pay them enough.” She said it
was hard working on the school budget,
stating that in recent years boards in general
had to stick to a state-mandated, 2-percent
cap, thus having to work with “less and
less.” She did, however, have a “dreaming
big” list of things she would love to see in
the district, including a full-day kindergar-
ten, expanding the special-needs and gifted
programs and putting solar panels on school
buildings. Mrs. Winkler was previously
an active PTA member and was a manager
in an environmental firm.


