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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SLEEPING BEAUTY...The Westfield Halloween Parade, hosted by the Optimist Club of Westfield, drew a host of
interesting characters, including Sleeping Beauty and the Wicked Witch to the downtown on Sunday.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SPOOKTACULAR...Zoey Brown, above, won first place in the grades 2-4
category for her alligator at the Garwood Pumpkin Carving and Decorating
Contest held Saturday.

Videographer William McMeekan
CANDIDATES DEBATE…Scotch Plains Township Council candidates discuss
the issues in a video produced last week by The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
Pictured, left to right, are: Councilman Lou Beckerman, candidate Llewellyn
Jones and moderator Fred Rossi. The 45-minute video is at www.goleader.com.

Voters Head to Polls Tuesday to
Decide State and Local Races

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION — Voters will head to the
polls to decide the governor’s race as well
as contests for State Senate and General
Assembly and races at the local level. Polls
will be open from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. on
Tuesday, November 5.

In Westfield, two-term Republican
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky faces a challenge
from Democratic Third Ward Councilman
David Haas. Republican David Oliveira
and Democrat Matthew Sontz are seeking
to replace Mr. Haas on council. In the
Fourth Ward, incumbent first-term Coun-
cilman Keith Loughlin is being challenged
by John J. Walsh, who served as a council-
man from the Third Ward in the late 1990s.

First and Second Ward council members,
Republicans Sam Della Fera and Vicki
Kimmins, respectively, are unchallenged
in their quest for reelection.

There is a race to fill the remaining year
of an unexpired Scotch Plains township
council seat previously held by Kevin
Glover prior to him being elected mayor
last year. Lou Beckerman, who was ap-
pointed by the local Republican Commit-
tee to fill the council seat until the election,
faces a challenge from Llewellyn Jones, a
member of the board of adjustment.

In Fanwood, long-time Councilwoman
Kathy Mitchell and her running mate, Tom
Kranz, are opposed by Republican Jean
Michelle Moore. No other Republican filed
for council. Six-year Councilman Anthony

Parenti, a Republican, the borough’s former
police chief and ex-director at the Union
County Police Academy, is retiring from
council.

Four candidates are seeking two seats on
the Cranford Township Committee. Demo-
crats Kevin Campbell, an incumbent, and
Kelly Howard face a challenge from Re-
publicans Mary O’Connor and Robert
D’Ambola. Democrats hold a 3-2 edge on
the committee. Councilman Edward
O’Malley, a Democrat, and Councilman
Andis Kalnis, a Republican, are not seek-
ing reelection.

With no Democrats filing for two seats
on the Garwood Borough Council, voters
will have a choice between Republicans
James Mathieu and Michael Martin and
write-in candidate Bruce Paterson, a regis-
tered Democrat. Democrats hold a 4-2
majority on the council. Veteran Moun-
tainside Councilman Glenn Mortimer and
newly appointed council member Rene
Dierkes are unopposed.

At the county level, incumbent Free-
holders Linda Carter and Bette Jane
Kowalski and newly appointed Freeholder
Sergio Granados face a challenge from
Republicans P. Mark Martini of Westfield,
former Springfield Township Committee-
man Marc Krauss and Ira Geiger of Union.
The Democrats have held a 9-0 majority on
the board since 1998 after taking control in
1997. Long-time Sheriff Ralph Froehlich
is unopposed in his quest for a 13th term.
Sheriff terms run for three years.

At the state level, Governor Chris Christie
is opposed in his quest for a second term by
state Senator Barbara Buono (D-
Middlesex). In addition, all 120 seats in the
Legislature are up for reelection. In the 21st
Legislative District, Republicans Senator
Tom Kean, Jr. of Westfield and Assembly
members Jon Bramnick of Westfield and
Nancy Munoz of Summit are opposed by
Democrats Michael Komondy of Bernards
Township, the senate candidate, and As-
sembly candidates Norman Albert of
Cranford and Jill Anne LaZare of Summit.

In Legislative District 22, the Demo-
cratic slate of state Senator Nicholas Scutari
of Linden and Assembly members Linda
Stender of Scotch Plains and Jerry Green of
Plainfield are opposed by Republican Sen-
ate candidate Robert Sherr, the former
Westfield Regional Health Department
health officer, and GOP Assembly candi-
dates John Campbell of Plainfield and Jef-
frey D. First of Middlesex Borough.

Voters also will be asked to decide the
fate of a number of ballot questions. The
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Heated Exchange at
GW Candidates’ Debate

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — Loss of order inter-
rupted the Garwood Candidates’ Debate on
Thursday night. Three candidates, incum-
bent Republican conservative Jim Mathieu,
Republican Mike Martin and independent
Democrat Bruce Paterson had gathered to
debate at The Pointe apartment complex’s
Clubhouse by invitation of the residents.
The candidates are competing for two open
seats on Garwood’s borough council.

During the June Republican Primary,
the local Republican Party endorsed sitting
Councilman Steve Blaufeder. However, in
an unusual move, Garwood Republicans
declined to endorse Mr. Mathieu, despite
his three years on council. Instead, they
supported political newcomer Mr. Martin,
owner of Mike Martin’s Promotional Rental
Service on North Avenue in Garwood.

Garwood’s Democratic Party did not
name a candidate. Thus, when Mr. Martin
and Mr. Mathieu gained the majority of
votes in the Republican primary, they
seemed a lock for the two open seats.

Enter Mr. Paterson. A 21-year Garwood
resident and member of Garwood’s plan-
ning board. Mr. Paterson, though not for-
mally on the ballot, has decided to encour-
age citizens to vote for him by write-in as an
alternative to Mr. Mathieu, whose politics

he opposes.
For most of the debate, the candidates

adhered to a format in which moderator,
Bill Connolly — a Pointe resident, veteran
reporter and former senior editor of The
New York Times — posed questions, giv-
ing each candidate two minutes to respond.
Shared services, redevelopment along North
and South Avenue, the Athletic Field Com-
plex project, tax control, property tax re-
evaluation, and the relative importance of
government experience were all discussed
with civility.

The candidates appeared to largely agree
on many issues. All three condone some
shared services, support redevelopment
without use of eminent domain, and admit
that the Athletic Field Complex construc-
tion, though over-priced, can no longer be
delayed.

Mr. Martin and Mr. Paterson would vote
for tightly-controlled tax increases, whereas
Mr. Mathieu says he will vote against any
and all increases. Mr. Mathieu also sup-
ports a borough-wide property tax reas-
sessment. All three candidates also agreed
that community or business experience is
just as relevant as governmental experience
for a candidate.

The debate derailed when the candidates
were each allowed one question to be an-

WF Mayoral Candidates
Debate Transparency

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Mayor Andrew Skib-
itsky and Councilman David Haas squared
off in a debate last Thursday moderated by
Westfield Leader reporter Lauren Barr, with
Mr. Haas, the Democratic candidate, criti-
cizing the Republican mayor’s lack of trans-
parency while Mr. Skibitsky touted his
own accomplishments during his eight years
in office.

Mr. Haas, who was elected to the town
council in 2005, took several opportunities
during the 25-minute question-and-answer
session to accuse the mayor of leading an
administration lacking in openness, saying
that municipal budget and other meetings
now conducted in private should be open to
the public. He said it was important for the
public to see “the trade-offs and discus-
sions and debates that go on” during budget
negotiations. Mr. Haas also called for the
return of more substantive conference meet-
ings where council liaisons to various town
organizations and boards could present
detailed reports to their colleagues. And the
Democrat said the current structure of con-
ference meetings has turned them into “glo-
rified agenda sessions” that take place im-
mediately prior to the council’s regular
business meetings.

Mayor Skibitsky, seeking a third four-
year term on November 5, called himself
“probably the most transparent mayor we’ve
ever had,” pointing to his weekly open
office hours on Saturdays and claiming that
no resident has ever brought up the issue of
transparency, which he termed “a nice
buzzword.”

Saying he is a “proven leader” who has
worked to “ensure the town moves in the
right direction,” Mr. Skibitsky put forth a
bullet-point listing of his accomplishments,
including his leadership during Superstorm
Sandy a year ago, a reduction in overall
municipal employee salaries and wages
during his tenure, $3.3 million grants re-
ceived, the defeat of a proposed 150-foot

cellular telephone tower near the Armory,
the establishment of the state’s first quiet
zone near the commercial railroad tracks on
the south side of town and a commitment
from NJ Transit to start up a one-seat ride
from Westfield into Manhattan during off-
peak hours next year.

The two mayoral candidates also dis-
agreed on the town’s purchase of a mobile
command center earlier this year. Mr. Haas
said a better use of funds would have been
to spend $50,000 on a mobile generator for
use in weather-related emergencies instead
of the $250,000 spent on the mobile center.
Mr. Skibitsky, as part of a discussion of
what he said was Westfield’s successful
management of Superstorm Sandy, said
the mobile command center was a “wise
purchase” that would be beneficial in a
future emergency where the municipal
building and local county facilities were
without power.

Mr. Haas and Mr. Skibitsky also dis-
agreed on imposing term limits, with Mr.
Haas noting that limits had been in effect
locally for many years. “It’s a volunteer
town,” Mr. Haas said, adding that it was
important for people to rotate out of their
positions in order for newcomers to have a
turn. “We don’t want a politician running
the town. We want a volunteer,” he said. He
also criticized the mayor for missing 25
percent of council meetings during the past
four years.

Saying that, “I volunteer as mayor be-
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Courtesy mailing to all residents in
Fanwood, Scotch Plains, Westfield, Cranford,
Garwood and Mountainside

SP Council Candidates Spar Over
Issues In Advance of Election
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By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The two candi-
dates for township council last week dis-
agreed on the proper way to undertake a
police merger, the efficacy of the sewer
utility, whether it was the right decision
of the council to replace professional
service providers and whether the town-
ship library is being adequately funded.

Democratic Councilman Louis
Beckerman and Republican Llewellyn
Jones answered questions during a 40-
minute forum held last Saturday at the
offices of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. Both are seeking to fill out the
remaining year of a four-year unexpired
term. In January, Mr. Beckerman was
appointed to fill the seat until the Tues-
day, November 5 election.

Both candidates said they backed the
proposed merger of the Scotch Plains and
Fanwood police departments, but dif-
fered on the methods to be used. Mr.

Beckerman — saying a merger would
provide the “perfect combination” be-
cause it would “give us more boots on the
ground” while saving taxpayer money —
defended the concept of a “Joint Meet-
ing” that would operate the joint depart-
ment via a three-member management
committee. Mr. Jones, while saying he
“wholeheartedly supports” a police
merger, expressed reservations about the
Joint Meeting concept, saying it would

result in “a new layer of government” and
potentially lead to political appointments.
He also said he was concerned that Scotch
Plains will pay 75 percent of the merged
department’s costs while only having “a
third of the say” in how it is operated.

The management committee would be
made up of three members: one appointed
by each governing body with the third
appointed by those two other appointees.
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Special Election Edition

Happy  Ha l loween

STEAMBOAT RIDE...Scott and Naomi Schaffer, along with  Leon and Debbie
Lubranski of Scotch Plains take a break on a steamboat ride in New Orleans to
read The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

SP-F BOE Candidates
Discuss Views at Forum

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Six candidates
gathered Monday evening to answer ques-
tions regarding their views on holding a
position on the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education in a forum sponsored
by the PTA Council. The election is this
Tuesday, November 5.

PTA Council President Marci Bowman
led the evening’s forum with the help of
PTA Council Vice-President Ellen Geissel.
Five candidates are vying for two seats
representing Scotch Plains and two Fan-
wood residents are seeking one seat.

Incumbents, David Gorbunoff and
Nancy Norris-Bauer from Scotch Plains,
both noted that their children had come up
through the Scotch Plains-Fanwood school
district, and had graduated from Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School. Ms. Norris-
Bauer noted that she had started becoming
more involved in the workings of the
board over six years ago when her son was
interested in starting an ice hockey team at
SPFHS.

Incumbent Amy Winkler from Fanwood
started on the board four years ago when a
vacant seat needed to be filled and then six
months later she officially “ran” for her
seat. She has two children in the district;
one in middle school and the other in one of
the grammar schools.

Charlotte Ann Schirmer from Scotch
Plains has lived in Scotch Plains for 18
years, did volunteer work for St. Agnes
Church in Clark and for Catholic Charities.
She has no children within the district.

Evan Murray has been a resident of
Scotch Plains for three years, but noted that
he had done a lot of volunteer work for the
recreation programs, including youth base-
ball and soccer and also for the Pop Warner
football program. He has two young chil-
dren in grammar school. Robert Stovall of
Fanwood has lived in Fanwood since 1998
and has two daughters, a 15-year-old at the
high school and a 13-year-old in the middle
school program.

The seventh candidate, John T. Scanlon
of Scotch Plains, was not present at the
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