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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
CLOWNING AROUND...The Westfield Halloween Parade, hosted by the Optimist Club of Westfield, drew a host of
interesting characters to the downtown on Sunday.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
CANDIDATES’ DEBATE...Candidates for Westfield mayor and town council
went head-to-head on October 24 in a televised debate held at Westfield Town
Hall. Pictured, left to right, are: Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, Councilman Sam
Della Fera, council candidate David Oliveira, council candidate Matt Sontz,
moderator Lauren Barr, Councilman Keith Loughlin, council candidate Jack
Walsh and mayoral candidate, Councilman David Haas. The Westfield Candi-
dates’ Forum is set to air Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 9 a.m., 3 p.m., 7
p.m. and 9 p.m.; Saturdays at 9 a.m. and Sundays at 9 a.m. and 8 p.m. through
Election Day. The forum can be viewed upon demand at www.goleader.com.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
SPIRITED FORUM...A debate among candidates to fill the two open commis-
sioner seats on the Township Committee was held at the Cranford Municipal
Building on Thursday night. Pictured, top photo, from left to right, Mary O’Connor
and Robert D’Ambola, Republicans, debate Kelly Howard and incumbent Kevin
Campbell, Democrats. Pictured, center, is moderator Dawn Clarke.
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Voters Head to Polls Tuesday to
Decide State and Local Races

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

REGION — Voters will head to the
polls to decide the governor’s race as
well as contests for State Senate and
General Assembly and races at the lo-
cal level. Polls will be open from 6 a.m.
to 8 p.m. on Tuesday, November 5.

In Westfield, two-term Republican
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky faces a chal-
lenge from Democratic Third Ward
Councilman David Haas. Republican
David Oliveira and Democrat Matthew
Sontz are seeking to replace Mr. Haas
on council. In the Fourth Ward, incum-
bent first-term Councilman Keith

Loughlin is being challenged by John
J. Walsh, who served as a councilman
from the Third Ward in the late 1990s.
First and Second Ward council mem-
bers, Republicans Sam Della Fera and
Vicki Kimmins, respectively, are un-
challenged in their quest for reelection.

There is a race to fill the remaining
year of an unexpired Scotch Plains
township council seat previously held
by Kevin Glover prior to him being
elected mayor last year. Lou
Beckerman, who was appointed by the
local Republican Committee to fill the
council seat until the election, faces a
challenge from Llewellyn Jones, a mem-

ber of the board of adjustment.
In Fanwood, longtime Council-

woman Kathy Mitchell and her running
mate, Tom Kranz, are opposed by Re-
publican Jean Michelle Moore. No other
Republican filed for council. Six-year
Councilman Anthony Parenti, a Re-
publican, the borough’s former police
chief and ex-director at the Union
County Police Academy, is retiring from
council.

Four candidates are seeking two seats
on the Cranford Township Committee.
Democrats Kevin Campbell, an incum-
bent, and Kelly Howard face a chal-
lenge from Republicans Mary
O’Connor and Robert D’Ambola.
Democrats hold a 3-2 edge on the com-
mittee. Councilman Edward O’Malley,
a Democrat, and Councilman Andis
Kalnis, a Republican, are not seeking
reelection.

With no Democrats filing for two
seats on the Garwood Borough Coun-
cil, voters will have a choice between
Republicans James Mathieu and
Michael Martin and write-in candidate
Bruce Paterson, a registered Democrat.
Democrats hold a 4-2 majority on the
council. Veteran Mountainside Coun-
cilman Glenn Mortimer and newly ap-
pointed council member Rene Dierkes
are unopposed.

At the county level, incumbent Free-
holders Linda Carter and Bette Jane
Kowalski and newly appointed Free-
holder Sergio Granados face a chal-
lenge from Republicans P. Mark Mar-
tini of Westfield, former Springfield
Township Committeeman Marc Krauss
and Ira Geiger of Union. The Demo-
crats have held a 9-0 majority on the
board since 1998 after taking control in
1997. Long-time Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich is unopposed in his quest for
a 13th term. Sheriff terms run for three
years.

At the state level, Governor Chris
Christie is opposed in his quest for a
second term by state Senator Barbara
Buono (D-Middlesex). In addition, all
120 seats in the Legislature are up for
reelection. In the 21st Legislative Dis-
trict, Republicans Senator Tom Kean,
Jr. of Westfield and Assembly mem-
bers Jon Bramnick of Westfield and
Nancy Munoz of Summit are opposed
by Democrats Michael Komondy of
Bernards Township, the senate candi-
date, and Assembly candidates Norman
Albert of Cranford and Jill Anne LaZare

WF Mayoral Candidates Spar Over
Transparency, Mobile Comm. Ctr.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Mayor Andrew Ski-
bitsky and Councilman David Haas
squared off in a debate last Thursday
moderated by Westfield Leader reporter
Lauren Barr, with Mr. Haas, the Demo-
cratic candidate, criticizing the Republi-
can mayor’s lack of transparency while
Mr. Skibitsky touted his own accom-
plishments during his eight years in of-
fice.

Mr. Haas, who was elected to the town
council in 2005, took several opportuni-
ties during the 25-minute question-and-
answer session to accuse the mayor of
leading an administration lacking in open-
ness, saying that municipal budget and
other meetings now conducted in private
should be open to the public. He said it
was important for the public to see “the
trade-offs and discussions and debates
that go on” during budget negotiations.
Mr. Haas also called for the return of

more substantive conference meetings
where council liaisons to various town
organizations and boards could present
detailed reports to their colleagues. And
the Democrat said the current structure of
conference meetings has turned them into
“glorified agenda sessions” that take place
immediately prior to the council’s regu-
lar business meetings.

Mayor Skibitsky, seeking a third four-
year term on November 5, called himself
“probably the most transparent mayor
we’ve ever had,” pointing to his weekly
open office hours on Saturdays and claim-
ing that no resident has ever brought up
the issue of transparency, which he termed
“a nice buzzword.”

Saying he is a “proven leader” who has
worked to “ensure the town moves in the
right direction,” Mr. Skibitsky put forth a
bullet-point listing of his accomplish-
ments, including his leadership during
Superstorm Sandy a year ago, a reduction
in overall municipal employee salaries
and wages during his tenure, $3.3 million
grants received, the defeat of a proposed
150-foot cellular telephone tower near
the Armory, the establishment of the
state’s first quiet zone near the commer-
cial railroad tracks on the south side of
town and a commitment from NJ Transit
to start up a one-seat ride from Westfield
into Manhattan during off-peak hours
next year.

The two mayoral candidates also dis-
agreed on the town’s purchase of a mo-
bile command center earlier this year.
Mr. Haas said a better use of funds would
have been to spend $50,000 on a mobile
generator for use in weather-related emer-
gencies instead of the $250,000 spent on
the mobile center. Mr. Skibitsky, as part

of a discussion of what he said was
Westfield’s successful management of
Superstorm Sandy, said the mobile com-
mand center was a “wise purchase” that
would be beneficial in a future emer-
gency where the municipal building and
local county facilities were without power.

Mr. Haas and Mr. Skibitsky also dis-
agreed on imposing term limits, with Mr.
Haas noting that limits had been in effect
locally for many years. “It’s a volunteer
town,” Mr. Haas said, adding that it was
important for people to rotate out of their
positions in order for newcomers to have
a turn. “We don’t want a politician run-
ning the town. We want a volunteer,” he
said. He also criticized the mayor for
missing 25 percent of council meetings
during the past four years.

Saying that, “I volunteer as mayor
because I love this town,” Mr. Skibitsky
pointed to his opponent having missed
10 percent of meetings and said that
“voters deserve the opportunity to vote
their choice.”

The two candidates did agree on sev-
eral issues, including their opposition to
red-light cameras, their promise to per-
form same-sex marriages as mayor and
their general agreement that Westfield
had weathered Superstorm Sandy well.
In brief closing remarks, Mr. Haas criti-
cized rising property taxes during the
mayor’s two terms and also questioned
the mayor’s refusal to join the Mayors
Against Illegal Guns coalition. He also
said the controversial Central Avenue
pedestrian-crossing traffic light should
be moved. Mr. Skibitsky ended the de-
bate by listing his accomplishments and
then noting that his opponent had voted
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Four Candidates Square Off
For Two Open Cranford Seats

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Flood control, devel-
opment, taxes, balancing the budget, the
township committee form of government,
and the importance of hiring a township
administrator were the questions at hand
Thursday night at the Township Commit-
tee Candidates Forum, sponsored by the
Union Area League of Women Voters and
Cranford Jaycees.

Democrats Kelly Howard and incum-
bent Kevin Campbell and Republicans Mary
O’Connor and Robert D’Ambola are run-
ning for the two open seats on the township
committee. Deputy Mayor Edward
O’Malley and Committeeman Andis
Kalnins are not seeking re-election.

Flood control was a major topic in the
debate, and all candidates agreed it is a
preeminent issue for Cranford.

“Our best asset is now our worst,” Mr.
D’Ambola said of the Rahway River. All
candidates agreed with de-silting the river.
“It’s not just a flooding issue; it’s impacting
our homes’ value,” Mr. Howard said.

Mr. Howard, a current Cranford Zoning
Board of Adjustment member and vice-
president of a financial services company,
said the township should continue collabo-
rating with other towns, proactively identi-
fying grant money to clean out the river and

that it should allocate money in the capital
budget to maintain the river on an ongoing
basis.

Ms. O’Connor, who grew up in Cranford
and is a current planning board member and
an educational technology specialist for the
Summit Board of Education, said there are
“three important components” in flood con-
trol — state, county and municipal funding
and private initiatives, the South Mountain
project and the expansion of the Lenape
Basin project. “The South Mountain project
…That is not going to be accomplished
very quickly, but the Lenape project is a
smaller scale and the county should do
everything possible to get that done,” she
said.

She also said the township should create
a river maintenance schedule that is in-
cluded in the capital improvement plan.
“We need to stop building in flood zones,“
she said.

Mr. Campbell, an attorney, said the town-
ship must continue to support the Army
Corps of Engineers’ study. He said “the
funding will vanish” if the township and
others do not keep on top of the study. He
also said the township should complete the
northeast quadrant flood control project,
phase 2B.

The Birchwood project also was a hot
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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
SPOOKTACULAR...Zoey Brown, above, won first place in the grades 2 to 4
category for her alligator, while Priscilla Snow, far right, won second place for
her pumpkin with a bonnet, at the Garwood Pumpkin Carving and Decorating
Contest held Saturday.

Heated Exchange Occurs
At GW Candidates’ Debate

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Loss of order inter-
rupted the Garwood Candidates’ De-
bate on Thursday night. Three candi-
dates, incumbent Republican conser-
vative Jim Mathieu, Republican Mike
Martin and Independent Democrat
Bruce Paterson, had gathered to debate
at The Pointe apartment complex’s club-
house by invitation of the residents.
The candidates are competing for two
open seats on Garwood’s borough coun-
cil.

During the June Republican Primary,
the local Republican Party endorsed
sitting Councilman Steve Blaufeder.
However, in an unusual move, Garwood
Republicans declined to endorse Mr.
Mathieu, despite his three years on
council. Instead, they supported politi-
cal newcomer Mr. Martin, owner of
Mike Martin’s Promotional Rental Ser-
vice on North Avenue in Garwood.

Garwood’s Democratic Party did not
name a candidate. Thus, when Mr. Mar-
tin and Mr. Mathieu gained the major-
ity of votes in the Republican Primary,
they seemed a lock for the two open
seats.

Enter Mr. Paterson, a 21-year
Garwood resident and member of
Garwood’s planning board. Mr. Pater-
son, although not formally on the bal-
lot, has decided to encourage citizens
to vote for him by write-in as an alter-
native to Mr. Mathieu, whose politics
he opposes.

For most of the debate, the candi-
dates adhered to a format in which
moderator Bill Connolly — a Pointe
resident, veteran reporter and former
senior editor of The New York Times —
posed questions, giving each candidate
two minutes to respond. Shared ser-
vices, redevelopment along North and
South Avenues, the Athletic Field Com-
plex project, tax control, property-tax

reevaluation and the relative impor-
tance of government experience were
all discussed with civility.

The candidates appeared to largely
agree on many issues. All three con-
done some shared services, support re-
development without use of eminent
domain, and admit that the Athletic
Field Complex construction, although
over-priced, can no longer be delayed.

Mr. Martin and Mr. Paterson would
vote for tightly-controlled tax increases,
whereas Mr. Mathieu says he will vote
against any and all increases. Mr.
Mathieu also supports a borough-wide
property-tax reassessment. All three
candidates also agreed that community
or business experience is just as rel-
evant as governmental experience for a
candidate.

The debate derailed when the candi-
dates were each allowed one question
to be answered by both opponents, re-
spectively.

Mr. Mathieu asked Mr. Martin and
Mr. Paterson to defend their party af-
filiations. Both answered that party phi-
losophies are much less important than
teamwork at the local level. Mr. Martin
stated that Mr. Mathieu has failed to be
a team player.

Then, Mr. Paterson asked, “If either
one of you were sitting on council and
for three years voted no on every single
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Courtesy mailing to all residents in
Westfield, Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside,
Fanwood and Scotch Plains

Happy  Ha l loween

Special Election Edition
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