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GARWOOD – The Athletic Field
Complex will be ready for use the
last week of April, the borough
council was told Tuesday, nearly
a year after it originally was sched-
uled to be open.

Councilman Louis Petruzzelli, the
board’s liaison on the project,
made the announcement, saying
he finally had been presented
with a calendar of stage comple-
tion dates by builder Flanagan’s
Contracting Group.

The revelation drew questions
about possible further delays from
several council members, who
queried Mr. Petruzzelli about how
the council would be notified if
work did not meet the specified
deadlines.

Mr. Petruzzelli informed the
panel that Borough Engineer Don
Guarriellio was on site virtually
daily and regular meetings would
continue to review the work’s
progress.

Borough Clerk Christina
Ariemma said she also is in con-
stant e-mail contact with
Flanagan, and Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi added that she fre-
quently visits the site, indicat-
ing any more delays would be
made apparent.

The schedule means that the
Athletic Field Complex will be
unavailable for the start of the
Little League Baseball season,
which regularly begins in early
April.

“I think we’re all frustrated as
far as knowing what’s going on,
and I think the frustration is felt
by (the contractor),” Mr.
Petruzzelli said. He said as a
member of the Garwood base-
ball league, “This is not a good
date for us because we’re going
to have to have opening day at
the park, we won’t be able to use
the field. These are kids who

want to play on their ball field.
That is expressed at about every
meeting. You got a lot of people
waiting for this.”

In other meeting news, Bor-
ough Attorney Bob Renaud reit-
erated his reservations about
the plausibility of an ordinance
requiring homeowners to re-
move a building’s foundation
within a set time period after the
structure has been declared un-
inhabitable and razed.

The issue stems from a pro-
posal by Councilman Bil l
Nierstedt, who two weeks ago
raised concerns about two prop-
erties in the borough that had
been destroyed by fire within
the past year, one on Center
Street and the other on Second
Avenue.

“Before I would recommend
implementing such an ordinance,
I would like to see whether any-
where else has implemented it,
and how it has worked, and what
it has provided, whether they’ve
had lawsuits and so forth about
it,” Mr. Renaud said. “I know of
no such ordinance.”

Mr. Nierstedt, who considers
the issue one of property value,
pressed Mr. Renaud on the mat-
ter, suggesting the matter may
fall under the New Jersey prop-
erty maintenance code. He read
portions of it aloud, taking care
to note that it addresses foun-
dations.

Mr. Renaud countered by pro-
posing a theoretical situation in
which an individual begins con-
struction, lays a foundation, but
for any number of reasons halts
the project.

“Recessions happen, depres-
sions, they run out of money, a
builder goes belly up,” he said.
“There’s a foundation there.
Does anybody like it? No. Is
there something you can do
about it? I don’t know.”

He asked Mr. Nierstedt to lo-
cate a similar law so that he
could review it for the purpose
of drafting an ordinance that
met the councilman’s concerns.

In light of the Nevada school
shooting earlier this week, Mr.
Nierstedt said he will ask the
council to revisit the gun control
resolution that he introduced in
April. The resolution, put forth
after the shootings at a school in
Newtown, Conn., would put the
borough on the record as sup-
porting stricter state and fed-
eral regulations of firearms, in-
cluding the re-imposition of “the
federal ban of the sale of mili-
tary-style assault weapons,”
“universal background checks,”
and a “ban of high-capacity bul-
let magazines/reduction to 10
rounds maximum.”

Unsure if he had enough sup-
port to pass the measure, Mr.
Nierstedt agreed to table it.
However, following reports Mon-
day that a seventh-grade stu-
dent shot and killed a teacher
and wounded two fellow stu-
dents at a Nevada middle school,
Mr. Nierstedt feels the council
should reconsider his measure.

Mayor Quattrocchi said bor-
ough authorities will look into
lowering the speed limit on North
Avenue in light of two pedestri-
ans being struck by vehicles in
the previous week.

Mrs. Quattrocchi also an-
nounced that representatives
from the borough’s Office of
Emergency Management would
be at the next council meeting
to answer questions about hur-
ricane preparation. The repre-
sentatives were originally sched-
uled to be there Tuesday.

Union County awarded
Garwood a $25,000 Kid’s Recre-
ation Trust Fund matching grant,
which will be applied to the Ath-
letic Field Complex.

Residents Invited to Contact Gwd
Democratic Council Members

Although there are no Demo-
cratic candidates running for
council office in this upcoming
November election, we would
nevertheless like to remind the
residents that their current
Democratic council representa-
tives are still available to answer
any questions, clarify any issues,
and listen to the residents’ con-
cerns about the borough. Their
contact information is listed be-
low:

Sara Todisco, council president
and finance chair; committees:
Laws and Licenses, Board of
Health, and Celebrations, (908)
377-7890 stodsico@
garwood.org; Lou Petruzzelli,
police commissioner: commit-

tees: Streets and Roads, Athletic
Field Complex, Finance; and Rec-
reation, lpetruzzelli@
garwood.org.

Ann Palmer, Laws and Licenses
chair; Committees: Buildings and
Grounds, Board of Education;
Committee on Aging, and Fire,
apalmer@ garwood.org.

Bill Nierstedt, Street and Roads
chair; Committees: Buildings and
Grounds, Planning Board, and
Fire. wnierstedt@ garwood.org.

Any or all of these Democratic
council members would be
pleased to speak to the residents
regarding issues and concerns
within the borough.

Charles Lombardo
Garwood Dem. Municipal Chair

Local Letters to the Editor

Majestic Winds to Perform at
Temple Beth O’r/Beth Torah
CLARK – Majestic Winds, the

professional wind band of the
New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts, will perform a fall concert
at Temple Beth O’r/Beth Torah
in Clark on Thursday, November
7, at 7:30 p.m. The Majestic
Winds will be under the direc-
tion of Howard Toplansky, a staff
instrumental music instructor at
the New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts.

The program will feature “Van-
guard Overture” by Frederic
Curzon, and highlights from The
King and I by Richard Rodgers.
There will also be works by John
Philip Sousa, Jerome Kern and
George Gershwin.

“We are delighted to have the
opportunity to perform this con-
cert at Temple Beth O’r/Beth
Torah (TBOBT) and hope it will

be one of many,” stated Mr.
Toplansky.

Temple Beth O’r/Beth Torah is
located at 111 Valley Road, right
off of exit 135 of the Garden
State Parkway. The concert is
open to the public and while
there is no charge, freewill of-
ferings will be gratefully ac-
cepted. The program is pre-
sented as part of the temple’s
ongoing series of cultural events,
classes and educational offer-
ings.

To learn more about upcoming
programs at TBOBT visit
bethorbethtorah.org. For further
information about the concert
or to learn how to become a
member of the NJWA Concert
Band or Majestic Winds, call
(908) 789-9696 or e-mail at
njwaband@att.net.

Garwood Athletic Complex Will Not
Be Ready Until Late April


