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plays), 72-yard scoring drive
ending with Oblachinski’s 15-yard
TD strike to Christiano to knot
the score.

“Our coach said it’s not how
hard you get hit, it’s whether you
get back up,” Christiano said.
“Our coaches had a great game
plan. We took it down, got a good

drive. John quarterbacking made
a great throw.”

“Coach in his pre-game speech
was about getting hit in the face
and coming back from that. We
got punched, but the team re-
sponded. We drove down the
field the first time we had the
ball. That’s the mindset we have

going into the game. Every time
we have the ball, we want to
score. Our defense played great,
gave our offense a little bit of a
break,” Oblachinski said.

“First play, I was like Oh man!
We messed up a little bit, but I
told the defense just to keep go-
ing. Next play, we will get it go-

ing. That’s exactly what we did.
Our offense got the touchdowns
and that gave us a little momen-
tum,” Cougar co-captain/defen-
sive lineman Rob Delsandro said.

The Cougars followed up with
an eight-play, 62-yard scoring
drive, concluded with Christiano
bolting four yards for the TD with

2:30 left in the first quar-
ter. The point after failed.

A quarterback gang sack
of minus nine yards forced
the Raiders to punt where
Cranford got the ball at its
own 38. Four plays later,
Christiano burst through
the middle then slanted
right for a 36-yard TD with
4:39 left in the half, mak-
ing the score, 20-7.

“It was great blocking on
the perimeters. My receiv-
ers do a great job blocking.
I saw the holes and I was
able to get in,” Christiano
said.

The Raiders got right
back into the game with a
seven-play, 68-yard scor-
ing drive when Thomas

scooted 25 yards for the TD just
before the half.

Both teams were sputtering of-
fensively throughout the third
quarter and into the fourth. The
Cougars got the ball on their own
36, ran six plays and had a fourth
down and eight on the Raider 30.
DeLayo performed his magic and
the momentum went in the Cou-
gars’ favor from there.

“Fourth and long. We were tak-
ing a shot. We needed a big play
and he made it. After that, we
went down and scored and put
the game away,” Oblachinski said.

“We just had to keep grinding
to the end, never give up and
keep working at it,” Christiano
said.

“They are a good team. Their
quarterback and number 8 [Kobe
White] are fast kids. We came
out, we hit hard. That’s what we
do,” Delsandro said.
Cranford 13   7   0 14 34
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   7   7   0   0 14
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