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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cranford High School quarter-
back John Oblachinski, facing a
fourth-and-eight situation, after
both teams’ offenses had been
neutralized during the third quar-
ter and most of the fourth, de-
cided to go for it and found suc-
cess when wide receiver Dan
DeLayo made a spectacular leap-
ing circus catch at the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood eight yard-line,
which totally changed the com-
plexion of the showdown between
the Cougars and the Raiders dur-

ing Homecoming in Scotch Plains
on October 19.

Oblachinski followed up on
DeLayo’s heroics with a five-yard
run and a three-yard touchdown
(TD) plunge to give the 4-2 Cou-
gars a two-touchdown advan-
tage with 3:33 remaining in the
game to force the 2-4 Raiders’
offense into a desperation mode
that failed then running back Luke
Christiano drove the nail in the
coffin with a 65-yard TD sprint
with 1:11 remaining to give the
Cougars a 34-14 victory.

“He has the best hands. The

most ridiculous catches and that’s
exactly what happened. If I am
winging one up there, I want
DeLayo. He makes spectacular
catches,” Oblachinski said.

“We did neutralize each other.
We were bouncing back-and-
forth. Number 26 [DeLayo] made
a play. Emendo [Thomas — quar-
terback] makes plays, Rashan
[Gary — lineman] makes plays,
Kobe [White — running back]
makes plays for us. We have to
get a guy like 26 to make a play.
I never saw him on film. I knew
number 21, 36, 12, but he came
and made a play. That was the
game,” Raider Head Coach Jon
Stack said.

The Cougars totaled 152 rush-
ing yards on 21 carries in the first

half and added another 131 on
19 carries in the second half to
total 283 yards. Oblachinski (No.
12), who finished with 89 yards
rushing, completed five of 10
passes for 68 yards in the first
half, including a 15-yard TD strike
to Christiano (No. 21), and tacked
on that fateful 22-yard comple-
tion to DeLayo in the second half.
In addition to his 65-yard vic-
tory-sealing TD, Christiano, who
also had a 16-yard reception,
added respective TD runs of four
yards and 36 yards in the first
half and finished with a total of
127 yards on six carries. Run-
ning back Donavin Walker (No.
36) carried 17 times for 62 yards.
Ed Norton had two receptions for
20 yards and Jack McCaffrey had
one for 17 yards.

The Raiders stuck exclusively
to the ground in the first half,

with the exception of one short
pass that ended up in a fumble,
and ground out 135 yards on 17
carries. The wheel spinning in
the second half yielded only 29
rushing yards and Thomas man-
aged to complete seven passes
for 69 yards. Of those comple-
tions, tight end Ryan Jensen had
three receptions for 20 yards
and wide receiver Jordan Jones
had two receptions for 22 yards.

Thomas carried 22 times for 87
yards, including a 25-yard TD
run. White carried nine times for
72 yards, including a 40-yard TD
run on the first offensive play of
the game after a fine kickoff re-
turn from Jones, to give the Raid-
ers a 7-0 lead with just 24 sec-
onds off the clock.

The Cougars responded with
an eight-play (3 successful pass

CHRISTIANO SCORES 4 TDs; OBLACHINSKI RUNS FOR 1; RAIDERS THOMAS, WHITE GET 1 EACH

Cougars’ Circus Catch Stuns SPF Raider Gridders, 34-14
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