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Majestic Winds to Perform at
Temple Beth O’r/Beth Torah
CLARK – Majestic Winds, the

professional wind band of the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts, will
perform a fall concert at Temple
Beth O’r/Beth Torah in Clark on
Thursday, November 7, at 7:30 p.m.
The Majestic Winds will be under
the direction of Howard Toplansky,
a staff instrumental music instructor
at the New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts.

The program will feature “Van-
guard Overture” by Frederic Curzon,
and highlights from The King and I
by Richard Rodgers. There will also
be works by John Philip Sousa,
Jerome Kern and George Gershwin.

“We are delighted to have the op-
portunity to perform this concert at
Temple Beth O’r/Beth Torah

(TBOBT) and hope it will be one of
many,” stated Mr. Toplansky.

Temple Beth O’r/Beth Torah is
located at 111 Valley Road, right off
of exit 135 of the Garden State Park-
way. The concert is open to the pub-
lic and while there is no charge,
freewill offerings will be gratefully
accepted. The program is presented
as part of the temple’s ongoing se-
ries of cultural events, classes and
educational offerings.

To learn more about upcoming
programs at TBOBT visit
bethorbethtorah.org. For further in-
formation about the concert or to
learn how to become a member of
the NJWA Concert Band or Majestic
Winds, call (908) 789-9696 or e-
mail at njwaband@att.net. Enlow Recital Hall Presents

‘World Blues’ Celebration
UNION – Gene and Shelley

Enlow Recital Hall (Enlow Hall) at
Kean University 2013-2014 season
features “World Blues” on Sunday,
November 10, at 3 p.m.

“World Blues” is a celebration of
American blues music’s global in-
fluence, as seen from three very
diverse points of view and three
international points of origin. Led
by iconic folk-blues legend Taj
Mahal, the performance will also
feature the soulful South African
blues of guitarist/vocalist Vusi
Mahlasela and the more modern
rock and roll perspective of
Fredericks Brown, a band featuring
Taj’s daughter, Deva Mahal, who
hails from New Zealand.

Known as one of the most promi-
nent and influential figures in blues
and roots music, Taj Mahal has
marked his four decade long career
with 30 albums, two Grammy®
wins and a Blues Hall of Fame in-

duction.
Tickets to “World Blues” in

Enlow Hall are $35 – $55 and can
be purchased by calling Kean Stage
Box Office at (908) 737-SHOW
(7469), online at
EnlowHall.kean.edu or in person at
Kean University’s Wilkins Theater
Box Office, 1000 Morris Avenue in
Union.

Situated on Kean University’s
East Campus, 215 North Avenue in
Hillside, Enlow Hall is renowned
for its superb acoustics and elegant
design. With just 300 spectacular
seats, Enlow Hall has been praised
by noted performers and patrons
for its intimate ambiance and close
proximity between musicians and
audience members. Free onsite
parking is available at every con-
cert.

For complete Enlow Hall 2013-
14 Season information, visit
enlowhall.kean.edu.

Premiere Stages to Present
Readings of At Liberty Hall

UNION – Premiere Stages at Kean
University will present free interac-
tive Staged Readings of the 2013-
2014 Liberty Live Commission, At
Liberty Hall by James Christy, on
Tuesday, November 8, through Thurs-
day, November 10, in the University
Center Little Theatre at Kean Univer-
sity.

The story of an unlikely pair of
American immigrants, At Liberty Hall
follows two high school students who
have just moved to New Jersey: Chris-
tian Rosario, a funny but unfocused
teenager from Queens by way of the
Dominican Republic; and Alexander
Hamilton, 16, the subject of
Christian’s tenth grade history project.

This time-bending story finds com-
mon threads of humor, honor and
awkwardness as told through the ex-
periences of a someday-founding fa-
ther and a kid looking for a way out of
the projects.

Liberty Live is a unique partner-
ship between Premiere Stages and
the Liberty Hall Museum that cel-
ebrates New Jersey history with pro-
fessional theatrical productions, mu-
seum tours, interactive displays,
workshops for children, and talk-
backs with local historians. On a bi-
annual basis, Premiere Stages com-
missions a playwright currently re-
siding in New Jersey to create a new
play that specifically explores an
event or events of historical signifi-
cance that celebrate the state’s rich
and diverse history. The program
launched in 2012 to great acclaim
with the family-friendly Talking to
Westfield, written by EM Lewis, re-
cipient of a New Jersey State Council
for the Arts 2012 Fellowship in
Playwriting.

“We are extremely pleased to be a
part of New Jersey’s and Elizabeth’s
350th Anniversary celebration,” said
John Wooten, producing artistic di-
rector of Premiere Stages. “At Lib-
erty Hall effectively interweaves the
story of young Hamilton with a mod-
ern teenager who contemporary stu-
dents can relate to. Given Hamilton’s
friendship with Liberty Hall founder
and New Jersey’s first elected gover-
nor, William Livingston, the Museum
is the perfect partner to help bring
this unique and important story to
life.”

This year’s commissioned writer,
James Christy, is no stranger to Pre-
miere Stages audiences. His play
Egyptian Song was named Runner-
Up for the 2011 Play Festival. Cur-
rently Artist-in-Residence at the Arts
Council of Princeton, Mr. Christy is a
past winner and six-time finalist for
the Actors Theatre of Louisville’s
prestigious Heideman Award for Best
Short Play, most recently for Dissent
(2013). Director Kel Haney has di-
rected and developed new work at
The Lark, Rattlestick Playwrights
Theater, Ensemble Studio Theatre and

New Dramatists, among others. Her
recent directing credits include The
Recommendation at The Flea The-
ater in New York, as well as Row After
Row and Little Rock at the renowned
Williamstown Theatre Festival.

Producing artistic director John
Wooten and resident dramaturg, Clare
Drobot, will moderate an intimate
discussion with the playwright after
each reading, and free tours of Lib-
erty Hall Museum will be available
following the Saturday and Sunday
presentations. Patrons are encouraged
to offer their feedback as Premiere
Stages will continue to develop the
play with Christy over the next twelve
months.

At Liberty Hall will receive its pre-
miere at Premiere Stages in the fall of
2014 as part of NJ350, the statewide
celebration of New Jersey’s 350th
Anniversary. The premiere also coin-
cides with the 350th Anniversary of
the founding of Elizabethtown, where
Alexander Hamilton was once a resi-
dent.

At Liberty Hall runs Friday, No-
vember 8, at 7 p.m., Saturday, No-
vember 9, at 3 p.m., and Sunday,
November 10, at 3 p.m. Admission is
free, though reservations are strongly
encouraged. All readings take place
in the University Center Little The-
atre, located on the Kean University
campus at 1000 Morris Avenue. To
reserve seats, please call (908) 737-
4092 or email premiere@kean.edu.
For more information, visit Premiere
Stages online at www.kean.edu/
premierestages.

Premiere Stages offers air-condi-
tioned facilities and free parking close
to the fully accessible spaces. Free or
discounted tickets for patrons with
disabilities are available. Please call
for a list of sign-interpreted, audio-
described, or open-captioned perfor-
mances. Assistive listening devices
and large print programs are avail-
able upon request. Publications in
alternate forms are available with
advanced notice.

Liberty Live is made possible in
part by a HEART (History, Educa-
tion, Arts Reaching Thousands) Grant
from the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

Premiere Stages is made possible
in part through funding from The
New Jersey State Council on the Arts,
The Shubert Foundation, The
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, The
New Jersey Historical Commission,
The Provident Bank Foundation, The
Hudson City Savings Bank Founda-
tion, The Robert Rauschenberg Foun-
dation, The New Jersey Theatre Alli-
ance and through the generous sup-
port of individual patrons. Discover
Jersey Arts is our marketing partner.
Visit www.JerseyArts.com for more
information about other arts program-
ming happening around the Garden
State.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Amidst the myriad of political,
emotional and economic perplexities
blisteringly explored in director Paul
Greengrass’s “Captain Phillips,” there
is only one sure truth: Tom Hanks,
who portrays the title character, does
not rest on his laurels. Boy oh boy,
this is relentlessly taut, seat-edged
stuff, astutely conceived, directed and
acted.

Unless the last dozen or so, hair-
raising international incidents we
Americans have been treated to in
recent years have understandably
dulled your memory, then you’ll re-
member the basic details of this true
tale that took place 145 miles off the
Somali coast. The containership
Maersk Alabama, sailing under the
U.S. flag, was boarded by Somali
pirates, the first such commandeer-
ing of an American ship since the
early 1800s.

On first blush, the occurrence seems
crazy, and then continues to haunt
our sensibilities throughout the pow-
erfully depicted convulsions that fol-
low. Here we are, a people who have
written and essentially abided by an
enlightened constitution, cultivated a
society with an eye to the horizon,
managed to feed a handsome portion
of the Earth’s population and, just for
good measure, traveled to the moon.

So pirates, initially conjuring vi-
sions of Robert Newton’s Long John
Silver, gold tooth glittering and he
regaling of his buccaneering exploits,
seem so last millennium. But alas,
matey, the sad fact is the dubious
occupation has had a renaissance that
is anything but romantic or glorious.
Today’s pirates contemptibly occupy
one of the globe’s many stages where
the war between the haves and have-
nots is waged.

Director Greengrass, working from
a screenplay by Billy Ray (“The Hun-
ger Games”), adapted from the book
written by Phillips himself, employs a
no-nonsense, traditional style, start-
ing with parallels between the captain
and his aggressors.

 In the opening scene, the good cap-
tain, a middle class resident of
Underhill, Vermont, is driven to
Burlington airport by his wife. His
destination: to command the Alabama
across the Indian Ocean to Mombasa,
Kenya. They discuss the kids, dreams,
aspirations, etc., but never verbalize
the ever-present fear that is about to be
realized.

Scene 2: The epitome of poverty in
a Somali village. The young men are
all armed, ill-dressed and painfully
undernourished. They chew on the
amphetamine-like khat plant and, to
disguise their misery, swaggeringly
talk about the anticipated conquests
that have become their raison d’etre.
Then suddenly, the minions of a war-
lord swoop down on them. Enough
talk, get out to sea and bring back the
big boss his booty…or else.

We wring our hands. It’s not that

filmmaker Greengrass is hoping to
balance the scales, implore our sym-
pathy or justify the revulsion that we
know is about to follow. It’s simply a
stark synopsis of the rotten inequities
that plague the human condition. For
all the global realities that the tale
informs of, it is still not one world in
which we live. There is much profit to
be made from abject squalor’s cheap
workforce.

Jumping ahead here to contemplate
a particularly telling reality once the
ship is boarded, an anguished Captain
Phillips looks at Muse, the leader of
the invading quartet, and opines that
there must be ‘a better way, another
way.’ Dropping his lethal demeanor
for a rare second, Barkhad Abdi, who
has deservedly engendered lots of
Oscar buzz for his portrayal of the
plunderer, utters, “Maybe in
America….maybe in America.”

Such is the desperate, albeit despi-
cable, rationale.

Then, delving into our own culture’s
socioeconomic deficiencies, we are
fed a full plate of angst when we learn
that, because of this rule and that, the
Maersk, like a bloated water buffalo
surrounded by sharp-toothed jackals,
is little equipped to defend itself against
merciless attack. No guns…no
nothing…only barely effectual fire
hoses and a fear of death.

The tension nearly boils over, re-
petitively punctuated by pirates press-
ing their guns against the heads of
Captain Phillips and other crew mem-
bers whenever they feel the need for
exclamation. It is horrifying. Thus -
and it’s OK to tell you this since it’s a
true story - we are like kids at a Satur-
day afternoon matinee cheering the
arrival of the cavalry when the U.S.S.
Bainbridge sidles up to the Maersk.
The Navy Seals are at the ready if
negotiations fail.

Still, even if you’ve boned up on the
Wikipedia summary of the episode, to
the film’s credit the suspense level
keeps you on high alert. Superb
camerawork, switching from assail-
ants to hostages, and back and forth
from the Maersk to the other vessels
bobbing about at sea, keeps us awe-
struck, the excruciating helplessness
accentuated at night.

Granted, going in we know that the
real life skipper/author has taken is-
sue with the adaptation, as have nu-
merous crew members who have
launched a $50 million suit against
the Maersk. But then, in mild defense
of Hollywoodization, we can only
hope that the truth discovered in fic-
tion makes up for the liberal embel-
lishing of facts. What is certain, how-
ever, is that “Captain Phillips” navi-
gates its audience through some
treacherously exciting waters.

…
“Captain Phillips,” rated PG-13, is

a Columbia Pictures release directed
by Paul Greengrass and stars Tom
Hanks, Barkhad Abdi and Barkhad
Abdirahman. Running time: 134 min-
utes

“Captain Phillips”
Commands Your Attention
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THE “ART” OF TEACHING…Westfield art educators recently presented at the
Art Educators of New Jersey’s Annual Conference in New Brunswick. Edison
Intermediate School art teachers Helen Frees, left, and Alison Hooper held a
workshop on Trapunto, an Italian style of sewing, which creates a 3-D surface on
fabric. This is the fifth class the two art teachers have collaboratively taught to
their peers at the annual conference.

Franklin School Celebrates
‘Week of Respect’

BUILDING CHARACTER…Guest speakers from the Kean University lacrosse
team, Rich Cheifitz and Zach Williams, help display the Franklin School
Character Education banner designed by Westfield student Ava Feldman. This
year’s school theme is “Franklin School Builds Character and a Better World.”

WESTFIELD — During the week
of October 7-11, the students and
staff of Franklin Elementary School
demonstrated what a respectful
group they are. The week-long cel-
ebration included many activities in
individual classrooms, as well as
reading a common book entitled
“Each Kindness,” by Jacqueline
Woodson.

Students also learned about char-
acter traits of up-standers and wrote
about what respect meant to each of
them for the “Look Whooo’s Re-
spectful” displays. The week culmi-
nated with an assembly emphasiz-
ing ways to show respect. The as-
sembly unveiled a banner with the
school’s character education logo
for the year which was designed last
year by Ava Feldman, now a student
at Roosevelt Intermediate School.
This year’s theme is “Franklin
School Builds Character and A Bet-
ter World!”

The school community also was
able to watch a video made by a
group of students in grades 3-5 about
respect. The assembly concluded
with guest speakers from the Kean
University Lacrosse Team. All-

Americans Rich Cheifitz and Zach
Williams, senior co-captains of the
lacrosse team, explained how re-
spect plays a role in their success in
their sport and how it is important to
respect your body, your teammates,
and your coaches.

The students at Franklin School
will continue to work to be “Agents
of Change” in the world and make a
difference through Character Edu-
cation and STEAM (Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, the Arts, and
Mathematics).

College Night to Be
Held on October 29

SCOTCH PLAINS — The College
Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains, in
collaboration with the Counseling
Department at Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood High School, will host its 62nd
Annual College Night program on
Tuesday, October 29. It will take place
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at the high school,
located at 667 Westfield Road in
Scotch Plains.

All 11th- and 12th-grade students,
whether they attend Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School or any of the
local private or parochial high
schools, are invited to attend this pro-
gram. Representatives from more than
160 colleges are expected to attend.
For further information, contact Lisa
O’Brien at mobriens1@comcast.net.

Binghamton University
Announces Grads

BINGHAMTON, N.Y. — The fol-
lowing students were recently
awarded a degree from Binghamton
University.

Roxanne Spindel Kovall from
Cranford, was awarded a Masters of
Science degree in Accounting from
the School of Management at
Binghamton University.

Rachel E Kreutzer from Westfield,
was awarded a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Spanish Language and Lit-
erature from the Harpur College of
Arts and Sciences at Binghamton
University.

Jordyn L Zucker from Westfield,
was awarded a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Environmental Studies Envi-
ronmental Planning from the Harpur
College of Arts and Sciences at
Binghamton University.

Daniel Erik Petersen from
Cranford, was awarded a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Cinema from the
Harpur College of Arts and Sciences
at Binghamton University.

Ross Pohling from Westfield, was
awarded a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Physics from the Harpur Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences at
Binghamton University.

WHS SCHOLARS…Seven Westfield High School seniors have been named
semi-finalists in the National Merit Scholarship program. Principal Peter Renwick,
far right, who congratulated the students, noted that their performance “speaks
volumes about their abilities and commitment to their education.” The seniors,
pictured, front row, left to right, are: Rachel Holtzman, Jill Rosenfeld, and Yixue
“Lily” Wang; back row, left to right, are: Alexander Beals, Mark Gillespie, and
Kristin Hauge. Not pictured is Alex Mossawir.


