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‘Private Limousine Service’
Comment In Letter Was Insensitive

Ray Martucci, I read your letter in The
Westfield Leader and I disagree with
your theory that drivers are confused as
to how to react when they see a school
bus on the same side or the opposite side
of the road in town. In fact, I think almost
everyone in Westfield understands ex-
actly how to react when they see that stop
sign come out in front of the bus. They
stop driving. I have watched it over and
over again in front of my own house.

I am sure that you know that the only
children who are picked up by a bus in
front of their own house are special needs
children. For you to refer to this service
as a “private limousine service” is ex-
tremely insulting and insensitive to ev-
eryone in the special needs community. I
can’t even begin to list the multitude of
reasons why so many of these children
need bus service, but I can certainly speak
concisely about my own personal experi-
ence. My younger daughter has autism
and for several years I had a difficult time
keeping her seated in her car seat. She has
extreme sensory and behavioral issues
and does not like to feel confined. She
would cry, undo her seat belt and start
crawling all over the back seat of the car
as soon as I turned on the ignition. I was
unable to drive her anywhere without
another adult in the car to ensure that she
stayed in her seat. If Westfield had not
provided bus service (with an aid on
board) my daughter would never have
been able to attend school during that
time period. The bus service that the town
provided played a crucial role in helping
my daughter in her growth and develop-
ment at that point in time, and it continues
to do so now.

The suggestion that any of these spe-
cial needs children would be able to tol-
erate standing on the curb to wait for the
bus to arrive is absurd. So many of them
have sensory and behavioral issues. The
honking of cars and the roar of trucks
going by on the street is scary and painful
for many of these children and they,
frankly, cannot tolerate the huge amount
of sensory input. The majority of special
needs parents keep their children inside
the house until the bus arrives to avoid
potential tantrums and to ensure the safety
of their children and the safety of the
drivers on the street.

Ray, I suggest you go to You Tube and
watch a very insightful video called “A
Teen’s Guide to Understanding Autism”
created by a talented teenager in Westfield
named Alex Jackman. She is sensitive

and intelligent and explains in very clear
way the challenges that special needs
children face everyday.

Finally, I understand that it can be
frustrating to wait behind a school bus.
However, you must have enough per-
spective to understand that you are suf-
fering a minor inconvenience for 45 to 60
seconds on some mornings on some days.
Most of these children will be majorly
inconvenienced everyday for the rest of
their lives. Some of them will never de-
velop the basic human skills that you take
for granted everyday such as the ability to
hear and speak. I ask you to please be
patient with the children in the special
needs community. Try to have some
empathy. Try to be kind.

Amy Giardina
Westfield

Letters to the EditorWe Haven’t Maximized Our Non-Tax
Revenue In Westfield Budget

The number one issue that has been
brought up as I walk door to door through-
out this campaign is how high our taxes
are for the services that we receive. Some
seniors have mentioned to me that they
are considering moving out of our town
altogether because of the taxes. I agree
with these residents that we are paying
more and getting less in return for our tax
dollars. Our roads are in bad shape, our
trees aren’t maintained, and Fire, Police
and Public Works services have been
badly cut.

There’s no question that economic
times have been tough. We haven’t, how-
ever, maximized our non-tax revenue.
We haven’t done everything we could to
bring into the town non-tax money and to
only spend on necessary items. Instead
we have relied on spending down our old
sale of assets account, on increased bor-
rowing and a sewer tax to get us through.
In 2010 we refused a completely free
energy audit of the town facility. This
was made possible by money from the
federal stimulus program set aside spe-
cifically for Westfield to use as matching
funds to participate in one of the state
energy savings programs. This didn’t
require competing against other towns.
In fact we could have used that federal
money as matching money in another
state program to get up to $50,000 worth
of free energy saving equipment. Over 95
percent of the eligible towns found ways
to use that money. Westfield did not.

We can save a substantial amount by
privatizing the operation of the conserva-
tion center, several years after I first
proposed this we still have not commit-
ted to writing a request for proposals to
see what savings might be available even
though everyone on the finance commit-
tee has agreed that we should do this.

Last year Standard & Poor’s said, “The
town has experienced a net operating loss
each year since 2006” when Skibitsky
was elected mayor. S&P lowered
Westfield’s bond rating because of it,
which means under Skibitsky it now costs
us more than it did when he became
mayor for the town to borrow money. I
will make certain that we balance our
budget and restore the S&P rating.

When the town finally balanced the
budget this year, Mayor Skibitsky went
out and borrowed money to buy a Mobile
Command Center for $240,000. This
“need” didn’t come out of our depart-
ment heads roundtable review of the
town’s response to Hurricane Sandy and
no one has yet given an example of the
circumstances that might cause us to need
it. This money could have been spent to
improve our town such as paving roads
that have not been paved in years, or
increasing our fire department staffing to
a level where we won’t have any more
homes burn down because we can ini-
tially only get three firemen to the fire.

This purchase is symptomatic of an
increase in borrowing under the current
mayor. In 2005, the year Skibitsky was
appointed mayor, the Town spent
$960,000 for the payment of bond princi-
pal, anticipation notes and capital notes
and interest thereon. By comparison, af-

ter eight years of Skibitsky, in 2013 the
town budget shows that we will pay
$2,150,000 in these expenses. That’s an
increase of nearly 125 percent.

During Skibitsky’s second term as
mayor alone, the taxpayers of Westfield
have paid $7.2 million in debt service.
And during the seven years that Westfield
has operated at a loss under Skibitsky, he
raised our taxes every year. And last year
he also imposed the $170 sewer tax on
top of it. Westfield needs to make a
change at the top to break from this style
of management of our town’s finances.

When elected mayor of Westfield I
know there will be tough choices to make
with our town’s finances. I won’t just tell
you that we had hard choices to make if
we have to again cut crossing guards,
firemen, police and public works em-
ployees. I will open our town’s financial
books by having all department heads
present their budgets in a meeting that is
open to the public and will open all
budget discussions that don’t involve
personnel issues so that you’ll know what
tradeoffs were involved in that hard
choice. We deserve an open and transpar-
ent way of knowing how and why our tax
dollars are being spent. That openness
will ensure that we are only spending our
taxpayer dollars on essential capital
projects.

I ask for your vote on November 5th to
help continuing to improve Westfield.
To find out more, visit Facebook or my
website.

Dave Haas (D)
Candidate for Mayor

The Parallel Universe Otherwise
Known As Union County Freeholders
This is some of what I heard at the last

freeholder debate: bad math and a poor
justification for one party rule.

During last week’s freeholder debate,
Ms. Kowalski was asked to state how she
would use her position as freeholder to
generate jobs in UC and spur economic
development. Freeholder Kowalski
proudly stated that Galloping Hills (GH)
has generated 130 jobs. Freeholder
Granados used 100 jobs. Ms. Kowalski
did not qualify the jobs as being full-
time, part-time, county or private sector.
That being said, I will accept her number
in order to demonstrate the absurdity of
her statement. I subsequently learned at
last Thursday’s freeholder meeting that
County Manager Faella believes that the
cost of GH is $25 million. I will use that
number also, though I contend it does not
factor in all soft and hard costs in order to
continue the dialog. Using basic math,
the cost per job at GH works out to be
$192,308 per job created. I submit that at
that rate, Ms. Kowalski’s method of job
creation is fiscally unsustainable and will
bankrupt the county.

I also heard Freeholder Granados state:
“If Berkeley Heights left the county, our
taxes would increase and our large cities
would fail.” That seems to contradict the
Democratic position that all municipali-
ties pay their fair share, none being taxed
heavier than another. His argument seems
to imply and support the contention that

some municipalities are subsidizing other
municipalities, a position the Democrats
say has no basis in fact.

Unfortunately, Ms. Kowalski’s and Mr.
Granados’ statements demonstrate once
again their lack of credentials in all mat-
ters financial.

A second question that was asked of the
candidates centered on whether the issue
of at-large vs. districting to be the fairer
system for electing our county govern-
ment. Freeholder Carter responded by
defending her pro at-large position by
stating: “We (the Democratic Party?) rep-
resent everyone.” Well maybe in her world
but not in the one in which I vote. Union
County is clearly a one-party government
run by the majority. She went on to claim:
“The system that we have has been work-
ing.” Yes, it has worked very well for 16
years to preserve one-party Democratic
rule. I ask: If it is working so well, and such
a fair system, then why are the taxpayers
of Berkeley Heights contemplating seces-
sion? Despite Ms. Carter’s protestations
to the contrary, America is not a govern-
ment meant to function as a one-party
system where the majority rules over the
minority unchecked. It is obvious that our
system of electing our governing board is
broken. Any argument to the contrary is
clearly partisan or delusional.

The challengers have it correct when
they ask for an opportunity to be able to
look behind the curtain and participate on
an equal footing. Districting would help
to safe guard minority rights against the
tyranny of the majority.

BTW, I am a registered Democrat who
believes in non-partisan politics.

Jim Buettner
Cranford

SP-F District 22 Is
Begging For Attention
A great deal of attention this election

season has been given to the Governor’s
race and the U.S. Senate race, however, a
number of other elections are begging for
our vote. Scotch Plains and Fanwood are
in N.J. District 22 with all three officials
(D) running for re-election. These are
Sen. Nicholas Scutari, Asm. Jerry Green
and Asw. Linda Stender.

These three have shown little concern
about the tax burden imposed on us. Each
was asked to support the Fair School Fund-
ing Bill being put forward by N.J. Sen.
Michael Doherty. This would have pro-
vided $39 million additional funding for
Scotch Plains and Fanwood taxpayers by
providing equal state aid to each student.
This would have reduced our taxes for the
school system by 50 percent! The tax for
the school system is about 65 percent of
our property tax burden.

At the time, when they ignored pleas
from some that they represent for the
support of this massive tax savings, they
were warned that at election time we
would remember their in action.

Now that they are running for re-elec-
tion it is our responsibility to remember
what they cost us and vote accordingly.

It is now our turn to vote officials that
care about us, and it certainly is not Sen.
Nicholas Scutari, Asm. Jerry Green and
Asw. Linda Stender.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Why Is Scotch Plains Paying $120K
More on Legal Expenses?

I have recently reviewed township
expenses and am greatly concerned to
find that Scotch Plains is on pace to spend
50 percent more this year for legal ad-
vice. That’s $120k more than last year,
enough to have fully funded the library
and still have money left over.

Why are we spending so much on legal
this year? There is no major litigation
ongoing. The police merger study was
happening last year as well, and repre-
sents a very small amount of the overall
legal spending. I see no justifiable reason
for this huge jump in spending.

My opponent Lou Beckerman, as part

of the new Democratic majority in Scotch
Plains this year, replaced every township
service provider, including the township
attorney. To a certain extent, people ex-
pect some changes when there is a change
in party political control. What they don’t
expect, and what taxpayers don’t have to
accept, is to be stuck paying a lot more for
the same service. Voters should reject
this irresponsible spending by Lou
Beckerman and the Democratic major-
ity.

I ask for your vote on Nov. 5th.

Llewellyn Jones
Candidate for Scotch Plains Council

It’s Irresponsible to Pander for Votes
By Using Accounting Gimmicks

In his letter to the editor last week, my
opponent took credit for reducing the
municipal payroll by 20 percent, decreas-
ing municipal salaries and lowering the
budget. But the full story has not been
told.

Westfield has traditionally maintained
a surplus account and sale of assets ac-
count to buffer against unexpected ex-
penses and emergencies, such as a snow-
storm, hurricane or a major breakdown in
the sewer system, which has not been
budgeted. To artificially hold taxes down,
the current Council has spent every nickel
of the surplus and sale of assets accounts,
and we are left with no buffer. Moreover,
the Council spent all of the surpluses,
which they could legally grab from the
pool utility and the library, including the
amounts wrested from the library by my
opponent. Due to these accounting gim-
micks, we are now living paycheck to
paycheck. If an emergency occurred, the
Council might have to levy an additional
tax. This is an irresponsible way to pan-
der for votes.

We have already seen it happen. The
Rahway Sewer Authority assessed
Westfield for sewer improvements in
2012 and it could not be incorporated
into the budget. Hence, we had to pay a
special assessment for the sewers in July
2012. So what they left us in our right

pocket they took from our left pocket. It
can happen again.

We need to build the buffer back up.
The last thing anyone in the town wants
is a special assessment or tax due to the
lack of foresight of the council. Yet, the
current council is heading toward that
cliff. We should elect a mayor and coun-
cilmen who will steer us away from the
cliff.

John J. Walsh (D)
Candidate for WF Council, Ward4

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey
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