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Shop Wednesday, October 30 from 9am to 11pm at Lord & Taylor at Westfield, 609 North Avenue, Westfield, NJ. 
All events subject to change or cancellation. *Some exclusions apply. See ticket for details. 

Subject to credit approval. Shop online at lordandtaylor.com

a fundraising 
shopping event

do good. 
shop smart.

Wednesday, October 30 
Lord & Taylor, at Westfield

O P E N A LO R D & TAY LO R C R E D I T 
C A R D  And you’ll save even more with an 

extra 15% off  your first day’s purchases.*

For addit ional  informat ion visit : 
w w w. lor dandt aylor.com /dog ood

S H O P  S M A R T

Purchase a $5 ticket at any register and here’s what 
you’ll get:  15% off all day – even on cosmetics – with 
the fewest exclusions of any Lord & Taylor Savings Pass. 
Plus you’ll get two 25% off coupons  …  and you’ll save 

an extra 10% with your Lord & Taylor card.* Purchase 
tickets in store today or on the day of the event.  

DO  GOO D

All ticket proceeds go to participating local non-profit 
groups. At our fundraising events last year, local non-

profit groups raised a combined total of over $575,000.

S HO P  E A R LY
You can reserve any items you want to 
purchase now until the day of the event.

LORDANDTAYLOR.COM

Criminal Defense

Robert G. Stahl, Certified Criminal Trial Attorney

DWI & Municipal Court

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-9001     www.stahlesq.com

White Collar Criminal Defense

Union County Freeholder Candidates Discuss Issues
At League of Women Voters-Sponsored Forum

By SONIA OWCHARIW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The League of Women
Voters (LWV) of New Jersey sponsored
a candidates’ night forum last Tuesday
for six candidates running for three seats
on the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders. Five of the six candidates
participated; Ira J. Geiger of Union Town-
ship was not present.

The hour-long debate was moderated
by Michelle Bobrow of the South Orange
and Maplewood LWV. Questions were
asked by Mike Deak of The Courier News
and Richard Khavkine of The Star-Led-
ger. Candidates were allotted two-minute
opening and closing statements and one-
minute answers with 30-second rebuttals.

Participating were Democratic incum-
bents Bette Jane Kowalski of Cranford,
Sergio Granadas of Elizabeth and Linda
Carter of Plainfield and Republican chal-
lengers Marc A. Krauss of Springfield
and P. Mark Martini of Westfield.

The first hot topic was further discus-
sion of Berkeley Heights’ secession ef-
fort from Union County. In the history of
New Jersey, no municipality has ever
succeeded. On Berkeley Heights
Township’s website, Mayor Joe Bruno
said according to his “Union County Se-
cession” letter that Berkeley Heights feels
that it is not being represented at the
county level. Mayor Bruno said that, “In
2013, Berkeley Heights paid $15,598,269
to Union County, an increase of 7.55
percent or $200 per each household, com-
pared to the average household of $95.”
A move to Morris County would save
township taxpayers $7 million per year,
or $1,347 per household, according to
the website. Berkeley Heights succes-
sion would need two-thirds vote from the
state Assembly and Senate and the
Governor’s signature.

Freeholder Kowalski said, “Berkeley
Heights seceeding isn’t going to hap-

pen.” Freeholder Granadas added, “It
would increase taxes across the board if
Berkeley Heights left Union County.”

“Berkeley Heights pays taxes, but has
no representation. Two (county) parks
don’t drive the town,” Mr. Krauss said.

“Berkeley Heights is not being repre-
sented,” Mr. Martini added.

Runnells Specialized Hospital is an-
other thorn in the side of Berkeley Heights
Township’s taxpayers. Runnells is oper-
ating at a deficit of $22 million as re-
ported in 2012. The free-standing build-
ing is located on 45 acres. It ihouses a
300-bed, long-term care unit and a 44-
bed adult inpatient psychiatric care unit,
according to a 171-page report from the
Union County Improvement Authority.

In the county’s request for proposals,
it lists three options for the hospital, such
as owning and operating, leasing and
managing some or all of the functions
performed at Runnells and purchasing
the hospital building and grounds out-
right and leasing them back to the county.
The bids will be opened on Tuesday,
December 10, according to county
spokesman Sebastian D’Elia.

Privatization has already occurred in
the past at Runnells, according to Mr.
D’Elia. “Runnells’ dietary services,
housekeeping and laundry have been
privatized and saved $2 million for tax-
payers,” Mr. D’Elia said.

Mr. Khavkine described Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital as a “political football.”
The 100-year-old facility is operating at
a loss and “increasing the county’s an-
nual shortfall,” according to the 2013
UCIA report.

Mr. Krauss said, “Ironically, back in
2010, Freeholder Kowalski referred to
Runnells as self-sustaining.”

Mr. Martini added, “We, Republicans,
are compassionate, too, about finding a
solution. Why did Runnells lose $100
million (over the last five years)? It’s just

another perfect example that Union
County Freeholders need another voice.
We are losing too much money.”

Freeholder Carter, the current free-
holder board chairwoman, described
Runnells as “a gem to many in Union
County.” Ms. Carter said, “You must
look at all your options with the changes
in Medicaid and Medicare (reimburse-
ments) and work with our Legislatures.”

“The economic atmosphere is improv-
ing,” Freeholder Kowalski said.

With difficult economic times still lin-
gering, according to Mr. Deak, “Where
can you cut costs at the county?”

“We are currently looking at the jail.
We have made progress with lowering
the jail population and expenses cut back
and negotiating with unions at the jail,”
Freeholder Kowalski said.

Freeholder Carter said, “Hard deci-
sions the last couple of years from the
jail, (Watchung) Stables, Runnells and
the Employee Opt Out Insurance saved
us money.”

The Employee Opt Out Insurance is a
county program that pays employees
$5,000 if they “opt out” of the county
insurance program. However, employees
must show that they have alternative cov-
erage elsewhere. “We have over 300 em-
ployees on the opt out insurance program
and it has saved $4.7 million. The $5,000
is not a lump sum of money; it is over a 26-
pay period at $126 per check,” said Mathew
DiRado, director of administrative ser-
vices, told The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

From the opposing Republicans, Mr.
Martini said, “We have budget issues
such as ‘opt out insurance’ for alternative
insurance. It costs $1.7 million to payout
for those who ‘opt out.’ Get rid of it.”

Mr. Khavkine asked the candidates
about duplication of services and redun-
dancy in Union County and how to “merge
services” to save tax dollars.

“Merging services is what we need and
feasibility studies. I think if county gov-
ernment ran like a business everything
will fall into place,” Mr. Martini said.

“Waste in government [is created] by not
using shared services,” Mr. Krauss added.

“We have valuable services such as
Hazmat, Emergency Medical Services
with 176 miles of road and we don’t drive
county cars. We are looking to cut costs.”
Freeholder Kowalski said.

Mr. Martini quipped, “Not one person
said, ‘new blood,’” while Mr. Krauss fired
back, “No specifics on where to cut.”

Freeholder Kowalski said, “We work
as a team during budget times.”

In closing statements, Mr. Krauss said,
“my goal is bipartisanship at the county.
The bottom line is we have had 16 years
of one party.... even if you elect us, we
will look to agree, disagree, and be your
voice to the public. I want someone to
keep an eye on them (Democrats) for a
better Union County.”

“Since 1997, 16 years of one party.
The reality is it’s time for new blood and
time to take it to the next level,” Mr.
Martini said.

Mr. Granadas, who replaced veteran
Dan Sullivan on the board a few weeks
ago, and Ms. Carter said there is a clear
difference between the Democratic and
Republican candidates. Mr. Granadas said
Democrats have focused on helping the
youth and seniors.

“We have the One Stop in Elizabeth and
two fine schools such as Union County
College and Union County Vo Tech. We
debate issues and our core belief is helping
all voices,” Freeholder Carter said.

“We are in rough times with real estate
values still struggling and recognize that
we continue to provide good schools,”
Freeholder Kowalski said.

The Democratic freeholders have held
a 9-0 majority. The General Election is
Tuesday, November 5.

GOP Freeholder Candidates
Say One-Party Rule Must End

By SONIA OWCHARIW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — With less than two
weeks away from Election Day, the “new
blood” which consists of the Republican
team of Marc A. Krauss of Springfield,
P. Mark Martini of Westfield and Ira J.
Geiger of Union Township running for
the job of County Freeholders, the trio
discussed similarities, differences and
change “for a better Union County.”

The three candidates are from careers
of Army, finance and educational back-
grounds.

Mr. Krauss told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
“As a retired Army officer, I bring over
21 years of leadership and managerial
experience with a focus on mission ac-
complishment, not party politics, and my
three years of experience on township
committee in Springfield. I understand
the pains local municipalities have to
deal with the current Board of Freehold-
ers, and the burden they place on local
government.”

Democrats have controlled the free-
holder board since 1997. The current
nine-member, all-Democrat board is re-
sponsible for legislative and executive
managing of county government. The
Democrats are two incumbents, Bette
Jane Kowalski and Linda Carter, and
newly elected Sergio Granadas, who is
finishing out Daniel Sullivan’s seat.

“We need another voice on the board.
Be open to new blood. It’s a good thing,”
Mr. Martini said.

Mr. Martini has a background in fi-
nance and business and was recently
elected to the Westfield Republican
Town Committee. He has private and
business sector experience, and is a busi-
ness manager and leader who has man-
aged multi-million-dollar business. Mr.
Martini has experience and has restruc-
tured and managed significant businesses
in the finance industry.

Mr. Krauss echoed Mr. Martini, “The
all-Democrat Board of Freeholders has
become stagnant and stale with no new
ideas, complacent and content with the
status quo. They are reactive instead of
being proactive. What worked 15 years
ago, probably doesn’t necessarily work
today.”

Mr. Geiger is a special-education
teacher in Union and Middlesex coun-
ties. He said, “I am a strong advocate for
education. I believe that this may be the
year when Republicans can get elected
to county freeholders given Governor
Christie’s popularity. It could help us.”

Topics covered are Runnells Special-
ized Hospital, sharing services and cut-
ting taxes.

This past September, the request for
proposals (RFP) for Runnells Special-
ized Hospital was released. The pro-
posal is targeted at companies interested
in purchasing or operating the county-
owned facility on 45 acres. According to
the RFP, the hospital had a $22.8-mil-
lion deficit in 2012.

All three candidates agree that the
facility’s sale is long overdue and its
increased deficit every year to taxpayers
is a waste.

Mr. Krauss said, “Partly due to the re-
ductions in Medicare/Medicaid reimburse-
ments, however, knowing that reimburse-
ments were on the decline and action wasn’t
taken prior to 2013 to look at privatization
is the fault of the freeholders for not exam-
ining privatization back in 2010. This added
to the yearly deficit which cost Union
County residents millions.”

There are three options listed in the RFP:
a company buys it for-profit or non-profit
and runs it; a company leases and manages
some or all of the hospital, or last option, it
is bought and leased back to Runnells.

“The freeholders and UCIA (Union
County Improvement Authority) weren’t
designed and are not equipped to be in
healthcare management,” Mr. Krauss said.

Proposals are due on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 10, for Runnells. “The most disturbing
fact is that Runnells is an issue every year.
We are now over $100 million in the hole
and in the red every year because there are
no freeholders who know how to proactively
run a business and balance the interests of
keeping existing county services, but at the
same time, manage Runnells to at least a
breakeven point,” Mr. Krauss said.

Mr. Geiger said, “Runnells should be
sold.”

Saving Union County taxpayers
money, according to all three, would
start also with merging services such as
the county sheriff’s office and county
police. Bergen and Union County are
the only two counties in the state that
still have separate services.

“There is simply too much money in
our budget being allocated and spent on
two departments that should merge and
share services and duties to lessen the
extraordinary tax burden the munici-
palities have been asked to support,”
Mr. Martini said.

Mr. Geiger said, “We need more effi-
cient government, because it’s costing
the county too much money.”

Mr. Krauss said there should be one
organization for the Union County Alli-
ance, the Union County Sheriff, Police
and juvenile detention facility. “Reduce
redundancies at the managerial level and
share scarce resources while maintaining
the specialized units in support of all Union
County municipalities,” Mr. Krauss said.

Taxes increased over the past 15 years
while Democrats were in control, accord-
ing to Mr. Krauss. Why would Republi-
cans make a difference on the freeholders?

“One-party rule, regardless of party,
doesn’t provide for healthy government.
You need checks and balances,” Mr.
Krauss said. “I hope to accomplish more
open debate and transparency for our
residents and accountability to our tax-
payers to act with a sense of urgency and
proactively manage the county govern-
ment more efficiently to balance the
interest of our existing programs with
fiscal responsibility.”

 Sonia Owchariw for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SPIRITED DEBATE...The League of Women Voters sponsored a forum for candi-
dates for Union  County Freeholder last Tuesday in Cranford. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Democrats, Sergio Granados, Bette Jane Kowalski and Linda Carter, all
incumbents, and Republican challengers P. Mark Martini and Marc Krauss.


