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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield
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Paid for by Oliveira for Council, Jennifer Czarnecki, Treasurer, 503 Boulevard, Westfield, NJ 07090

����������	
���	���

��
�	

�������	�������	�
�

WF Zoning Bd. OKs Requests;
RWM Moved to Nov. 13

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Zoning
Board of Adjustment met last Wednesday
evening and was able to approve the re-
quests of all of the applicants appearing
before it.

Anthony and Stephanie LaPorta, 409
North Chestnut Street, sought approval to
construct a front and wraparound porch
contrary to code. Mr. Laporta told the board
that the existing front porch is in need of
repair. The board agreed that the new porch
would be a good addition and make the
home more attractive.

Adam and Natalie Levy, 952 Wyandotte
Trail, sought to use an existing six-foot,
non-solid fence as a pool enclosure con-
trary to code. The town ordinance requires
a solid fence. Since the pool cannot be seen
from the street, and the fence meets safety
standards, the board approved the request.

Alyson and David Germond, 247 Sinclair
Place, sought to construct first- and second-
floor additions contrary to code. Mr.
Germond told the board that they would
like to have a mud room at the driveway
side door. “Now, we walk right into the
house with nowhere to put anything,” he
said. He also said they would like to have
their bedroom on the same floor as the
children (second floor) and to add a bath-
room. The request was approved.

Matthew and Rhonda DelForte, 897
Village Green, came before the board seek-
ing to construct a one-story addition con-
trary to code. Mr. DelForte said part of the
house had been used as office space. “We
want to make it functional,” he said. The
plan was approved.

Molly and Jim McCue, 7 Breeze Knoll
Drive, sought to construct first- and sec-
ond-story additions and add a front portico
to their home contrary to code. The plan
was approved.

J. Thomas and Sue Butera, 516 Prospect
Street, were approved to construct a sec-
ond-story addition contrary to code. Mr.
Butera said they need to add another bath-
room off the sunroom, and to put a bath-
room and extend a bedroom on the second
floor.

On another application, Westfield Plan-
ner William Drew told the board he is
waiting for information from the Union
County Planning Board on the traffic sta-
tistics on Springfield Avenue (a county
road) regarding the application of RWM
Family, LLC, 562 Springfield Avenue,
trading as The Westfield Veterinary Group.
Mr. Drew said those statistics will have to
be considered by the Westfield traffic
engineer before making a recommenda-
tion to the board. The applicant’s case was
carried over to the Wednesday, November
13 board meeting.

discussion it was mentioned that in
no case did the board want to have
any liability if energy prices drop.

RVSA has received a grant of about
$177,000 from FEMA for hazard
mitigation. This grant was applied
for by Anthony Gencarelli, the
authority’s manager of regulatory
compliance, and RVSA was infor-
mally notified on October 8.

The prospect of a public-private
partnership to operate the co-gen fa-
cility has disappeared; the authority
has decided that the potential ben-
efits from such a program at this time
do not balance well with the costs.
The authority sent a letter to Synagro,
the one bidder on the program, on
October 1 informing the latter of the
decision.

RVSA’s litigation did not advance
much in the past month. The next
mediation in the co-gen case is sched-
uled for Monday, December 23, and
discovery related to the case has been
delayed until March. RVSA contin-
ues to search for a third arbitrator,
and hopes to find one who is a former
judge. If it does not select one, the
AAA (American Arbitration Asso-
ciation) will make the selection.
Progress on the Passaic River litiga-
tion is awaiting a decision of whether
the New Jersey Supreme Court will
hear the Third Party Public Entity
Group’s appeal for their dismissal
from the case.

The meeting also was attended by
two visitors, identified by Mountain-
side Commissioner Rene Dierkes as
Deanna Andre, a Mountainside coun-
cilwoman, and Mike Labisi, a Moun-
tainside resident. They had toured
the facility prior to the meeting.
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RVSA

discomfort with the Joint Meeting
method of achieving a merger, not-
ing that no other towns in New Jersey
with combined police departments
have done it this way. Mr. Vastine
preferred a simple merger or provid-
ing police services via a shared ser-
vices agreement, saying a Joint Meet-
ing would mean a “new layer of gov-
ernment” that, if it proved to be un-
workable, could result in “both towns
being stuck in a situation they cannot
get out of.”

Besides what he said were unan-
swered questions about actual sav-
ings and how the new department
would be managed, Mr. Vastine said
he was “not comfortable” with hav-
ing Scotch Plains fund 75 percent of
the cost of the merged department
while having only a 33 percent voice
— i.e., the sole Scotch Plains repre-
sentative on the three-member man-
agement committee — in how the
department is operated.

His scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil colleague Michael Marcus ex-
pressed similar sentiments, saying
that a merger or a shared services
arrangement would be preferable to
the Joint Meeting alternative. He
said he did not like the concept of a
three-person commission, with po-
tentially politically-connected mem-
bers, overseeing the police depart-
ment. “Those decisions should be
left to the professionals,” Mr. Marcus
said.

Fanwood Councilman Anthony
Parenti, a former borough police
chief, described himself as “sitting
on the fence” about the proposal. “I
can go either way,” he said, adding
that he wanted to get input from
residents and the local police unions.
He added that during his election
campaign in 2010, no Fanwood resi-
dent had expressed to him any inter-
est in a police department merger.

Fanwood Councilwoman
Katherine Mitchell, a 15-year vet-
eran of the governing body, said she
had been a “long-time skeptic” of
merging departments, but said on
Monday that “we should at least
explore the idea.” Her biggest con-
cern, she said, has always been po-
lice response time and whether it
would be negatively affected by a
merger. Saying she trusted the judg-
ment of the two police chiefs, Mrs.
Mitchell said she was “90 percent
there” when it came to favoring a
merger.

Other members of both councils
expressed support for the merger
via the Joint Meeting route, point-
ing to the promised cost savings
and increased deployments.

Residents who spoke for nearly
two hours on Monday expressed
concerns about a variety of issues
including whether the cost savings
were substantial enough to warrant
a merger of departments. Fanwood
resident Jason Benedict — noting
that Mr. Hanley, the financial con-
sultant, had earlier said that the
average property tax saving for Fan-
wood residents would be about $85
per year and $80 for Scotch
Plainsers — calculated that to be-
ing less than two dollars per week.
He compared it to giving up “a cup
of coffee for giving up our police
department.” Amidst applause from
some in the audience, Mr. Benedict
said, “I know what I get in Fanwood
today. I don’t know what I’ll get
tomorrow.”

Edward Saridaki of Scotch Plains
worried that the Joint Meeting’s op-
erations will be politicized, espe-
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SP-F Police Merger
cially if control of the two towns’
governing bodies were to switch each
year. Scotch Plains Deputy Mayor
Colleen Gialanella said the inten-
tion of the township council would
be to name Township Manager Jerry
Giaimis as its representative to the
three-member committee. But Coun-
cilman Marcus pointed out that, un-
der the Joint Meeting regulations,
governing bodies are required to ap-
prove police department budgets,
which he said puts power in the
hands of three individuals and
“weakens participation” by elected
officials in the way departments are
operated. Fanwood Councilman Dan
Levine said the two councils did
have the power to impose “budget
metrics” that the Joint Meeting would
have to conform with during its bud-
geting each year.

James Metz, an attorney repre-
senting both towns’ police unions,
expressed frustration that the bar-
gaining units were not asked to par-
ticipate more actively during the
months of discussions leading to
Monday’s presentation. He de-
scribed members as being “afraid”
of their positions being eliminated
as part of the merger.

Mayors Glover and Mahr both
vowed at the end of Monday’s four-
hour meeting that further public ses-
sions will be held and that subse-
quent meetings will provide more
details about how a merger would
work and how residents in both towns
would be affected.

“There is a lot of homework to be
done,” Fanwood resident Harry
McNally told the two governing bod-
ies.

council is receiving $2,977 from
the Division of Alcohol Beverage
Control (ABC) in connection with
the project “Cops in Shops,” which
hopes to reduce the number of un-
derage drinking instances between
Friday, November 15, and August
30, 2014.

The Town of Westfield will pay
$9,011 in overpaid taxes or sewer
fees for 2013 to five separate indi-
viduals. The council authorized the
tax collector to cancel $114 in sewer
fee balances for the year of 2012.

The council approved the demo-
lition of six single-family dwell-
ings and one detached garage. The
single-family dwellings that will
be demolished are located at 1608
Boulevard, 204 Sycamore Street,
825 Fairacres Avenue, 1060 Wyan-
dotte Trail, 1128 Prospect Street
and 611 Norwood Drive. The de-
tached garage is located at 632 Ar-
lington Avenue.

The Westfield Town Council will
hold its next meeting at the munici-
pal building on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 12, at 8 p.m.
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WF Council

to the next level of the specifics
about where the problems are in the
schools so people have a bird’s eye
view,” began Ms. Lubarsky. Ms.
Lubarsky also stated Mr. Devico
would be available to answers ques-
tions about these deficiencies at the
board’s next meeting.

Mr. Devico began his report about
the conditions at Beechwood School
by saying, “At the Beechwood
School, the majority of the roof is
20 years old. Due to the age, the
many (water) penetrations and the
foot traffic, over the years the insu-
lation has become compressed,
causing water to accumulate. Seams
and flashings are deteriorating caus-
ing many leaks throughout the en-
tire building. Over the past two
years, we’ve spent thousands of
dollars to try to stop the most seri-
ous of the leaks.”

Mr. Devico said the district spent
$16,000 this year to replace two of
the heat exchangers in the rooftop
HVAC (heating, ventilation, and air
conditioning) units and that two
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Mountainside BOE
separate contractors have recom-
mended that the rest of the heat
exchangers be replaced as well.

Mr. Devico then explained simi-
lar conditions at Deerfield School.
“Half of the roof is 28 years old.
Seams and flashings have deterio-
rated beyond normal repairs. [The
other half] of the roof is over 20
years old. Flashings and seams have
deteriorated. Small holes are devel-
oping in the entire area requiring
patches. Trying to locate these leaks
takes a tremendous amount of our
time. Thousands of dollars and
countless hours have been used to
locate and repair these leaks. The
two steam boilers are now over 27
years old. Over the past three years,
we’ve had to re-gasket and replace
cracked sections costing over
$25,000.”

Mr. Devico said repairs to the
classroom heaters are completed
by using homemade parts as re-
placement parts are no longer avail-
able due to the age of the units.

This presentation, as well as all
previous presentations on the refer-
endum is available on the district’s
website, located at http://
www.mountainsideschools.org/.
Ms. Lubarsky and other board mem-
bers encouraged the public to view
these presentations.

Mr. Ruban said the district is wait-
ing for the approval for the Regular
Operating District (ROD) Grant
from the New Jersey Department of
Education which would cover 40
percent of the cost of the proposed
renovations.

Mr. Ruban informed the public
that if any individuals, parents or
organizations want more informa-
tion on the proposed referendum,
the financials or about the renova-
tions themselves, the board would
be willing to provide that informa-
tion.

The next BOE regular meeting
open to the public is scheduled for
Tuesday, November 19 at 7:30 p.m.
at the Beechwood School’s Susan
O. Collier Media Center.

Correction
A front-page story in the October

10 issue regarding coverage of the
Westfield Town Council meeting
should have stated that the council
approved paying the owners of 173
Elm Street a total of $23,034 as reim-
bursement for overpaid taxes from
2011, 2012 and 2013.

STRIKE...Third Ward candidate for Westfield Council David Oliveira garners
support at a recent family bowling night at Garwood Lanes. Pictured, left to right,
are:  Councilman Mark LoGrippo, Mr. Oliveira, Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
and Councilman James Foerst.

GW Athletic Complex Won’t
Be Ready Until Late April

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The Athletic Field Com-
plex will be ready for use the last week of
April, the borough council was told Tues-
day, nearly a year after it originally was
scheduled to be open.

Councilman Louis Petruzzelli, the
board’s liaison on the project, made the
announcement, saying he finally had been
presented with a calendar of stage comple-
tion dates by builder Flanagan’s Contract-
ing Group.

The revelation drew questions about
possible further delays from several coun-
cil members, who queried Mr. Petruzzelli
about how the council would be notified if
work did not meet the specified deadlines.

Mr. Petruzzelli informed the panel that
Borough Engineer Don Guarriellio was
on site virtually daily and regular meet-
ings would continue to review the work’s
progress.

Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma said
she also is in constant e-mail contact with
Flanagan, and Mayor Pat Quattrocchi
added that she frequently visits the site,
indicating any more delays would be made
apparent.

The schedule means that the Athletic
Field Complex will be unavailable for the
start of the Little League Baseball season,
which regularly begins in early April.

“I think we’re all frustrated as far as
knowing what’s going on, and I think the
frustration is felt by (the contractor),”
Mr. Petruzzelli said. He said as a member
of the Garwood baseball league, “This is
not a good date for us because we’re
going to have to have opening day at the
park, we won’t be able to use the field.
These are kids who want to play on their
ball field. That is expressed at about
every meeting. You got a lot of people
waiting for this.”

In other meeting news, Borough At-
torney Bob Renaud reiterated his reser-
vations about the plausibility of an ordi-
nance requiring homeowners to remove a
building’s foundation within a set time
period after the structure has been de-
clared uninhabitable and razed.

The issue stems from a proposal by
Councilman Bill Nierstedt, who two weeks
ago raised concerns about two properties
in the borough that had been destroyed by
fire within the past year, one on Center
Street and the other on Second Avenue.

“Before I would recommend imple-
menting such an ordinance, I would like to
see whether anywhere else has imple-
mented it, and how it has worked, and

what it has provided, whether they’ve had
lawsuits and so forth about it,” Mr. Renaud
said. “I know of no such ordinance.”

Mr. Nierstedt, who considers the issue
one of property value, pressed Mr. Renaud
on the matter, suggesting the matter may
fall under the New Jersey property main-
tenance code. He read portions of it aloud,
taking care to note that it addresses foun-
dations.

Mr. Renaud countered by proposing a
theoretical situation in which an individual
begins construction, lays a foundation,
but for any number of reasons halts the
project.

“Recessions happen, depressions, they
run out of money, a builder goes belly up,”
he said. “There’s a foundation there. Does
anybody like it? No. Is there something
you can do about it? I don’t know.”

He asked Mr. Nierstedt to locate a simi-
lar law so that he could review it for the
purpose of drafting an ordinance that met
the councilman’s concerns.

In light of the Nevada school shooting
earlier this week, Mr. Nierstedt said he
will ask the council to revisit the gun
control resolution that he introduced in
April. The resolution, put forth after the
shootings at a school in Newtown, Conn.,
would put the borough on the record as
supporting stricter state and federal regu-
lations of firearms, including the re-
imposition of “the federal ban of the sale
of military-style assault weapons,” “uni-
versal background checks,” and a “ban
of high-capacity bullet magazines/re-
duction to 10 rounds maximum.”

Unsure if he had enough support to
pass the measure, Mr. Nierstedt agreed
to table it. However, following reports
Monday that a seventh-grade student
shot and killed a teacher and wounded
two fellow students at a Nevada middle
school, Mr. Nierstedt feels the council
should reconsider his measure.

Mayor Quattrocchi said borough au-
thorities will look into lowering the speed
limit on North Avenue in light of two
pedestrians being struck by vehicles in the
previous week.

Mrs. Quattrocchi also announced that
representatives from the borough’s Office
of Emergency Management would be at
the next council meeting to answer ques-
tions about hurricane preparation. The
representatives were originally scheduled
to be there Tuesday.

Union County awarded Garwood a
$25,000 Kid’s Recreation Trust Fund
matching grant, which will be applied to
the Athletic Field Complex.


