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Sophomore Jack Schetelich got
the call when starting quarter-
back John Oblachinski went down
with an ankle injury just before
the end of the first quarter, but
the entire Cranford High School
football team gathered its forces
to muzzle the Terriers of Dela-
ware Valley, 30-13, at Memorial
Field in Cranford on October 11.

Schetelich had no problems run-
ning the ball and finished with
152 yards rushing on 24 carries,
including a 21-yard touchdown
and a 46-yard run that set up
another touchdown. Schetelich
also completed four passes for
98 yards.

“I wasn’t really nervous, be-
cause they [linemen] were pro-
tecting me the whole week, but I
did have the jitters, because I am
a sophomore. Once the first snap
was done, I was good the rest of
the way. I love running it. The
line was good today. [Rob]
O’Shaughnessy went up, [Will]
Fries, [Rob] Delsandro, it was
the whole offensive line,”
Schetelich said.

Junior running back Luke
Christiano racked up 80 yards on
seven carries, including respec-
tive touchdown runs of three
yards, 27 yards and 29 yards. He
also had two receptions for 54
yards.

“The line did a great job again.
I got to give credit to them on the
perimeters. It was all great block-
ing from there. One was three
yards, I just stretched it across
the goal then the others were
just good blocking on the perim-
eter,” Christiano said.

Junior Dan DeLayo (2 rushes, 5
yards) had a 35-yard reception
from Oblachinski in the first quar-
ter. Junior running back Donavin
Walker (9 carries, 38 yards) had

two receptions for 44 yards.
The Terriers scored the first

touchdown four minutes into the
second quarter on a six-play, 65-
yard drive that ended with Dom
Benedetto’s one-yard plunge. The
point after attempt failed. The
Cougars answered on the next
series with an eight-play, 80-
yard march, concluded with
Schetelich’s 24-yard TD burst
through the middle with 5:15 left
in the half. Troy Ketler split the
uprights.

Cougar defensive end Steve
Baglieri’s first of two sacks set up

another Cranford score. After two
runs for losses, Schetelich found
Christiano over the middle for 30
yards then followed up with a 31-
yard strike to Walker to the Ter-
rier six. Three plays later with
:30.8 on the clock, Christiano
slanted in from the three. Ketler’s
point after gave Cranford a 14-6
lead at the half.

As to his 30-yard reception,
Christiano said, “I told my coach
we got a good read on them. Jack
threw a great ball and I caught it
for the team.”

The Terriers totaled 135 yards

on the ground and 65 yards pass-
ing during the first half, but were
limited to 74 rushing yards and
28 passing yards in the second
half.

“In practice, we always pre-
pare to be physical the whole
game. We were physical from
the start and they just quit. At
halftime, I told them to keep on
doing it, no mercy,” Delsandro
said.

Delsandro led the Cougars with
11 tackles. Kevin Trotter and
Niko Cappello each had nine tack-
les. Christiano made seven tack-

les and added an interception.
Baglieri finished with seven tack-
les and two sacks. Brian Bruns
recorded a sack and recovered a
fumble. Jack MCaffrey made five
tackles and batted down a pass.

“All our guys just did their jobs.
Read their [Terriers’] reads. We
did what we were supposed to
do, and we got it done,” Delsandro
said.

The Cougars’ offense contin-
ued to get it done with an eight-
play, 57-yard drive that ended
with Christiano’s 27-yard TD run
with 2:58 left in the third quar-
ter. The Terriers answered in 30
seconds with a 43-yard TD run
by Benedetto, but from that point
on, their barking would be harm-
less.

On the final play of the quarter,
Schetelich found daylight and
blocking, scooted through the
middle then hooked down the
left sideline for 46 yards to the
29. On the first play of the fourth
quarter, Christiano took it in to
make the score, 27-13.

“On the one where I didn’t score,
Luke got up and also Kevin
Doran,” Schetelich said.

Ketler, who booted three kick-
offs into the Terriers’ end zone,
scored the final three points with
a 39-yard field goal.

Being selected as the under-
dogs prior to the game gave the
Cougars some incentive.

“It always fires me up when we
are the underdogs, but I knew
we were going to be the better
team. I knew it. Coach told us to
show greatness instead of medi-
ocrity, and tonight we showed
greatness,” Delsandro said.

The Cougars will face the host-
ing Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raid-
ers this Saturday, October, 19 at
2 p.m.
Delaware Valley   0   6   7   0 13
Cranford   0 14   6 10 30

SCHETELICH 152-YDs RUSHING, 21-YD TD, 98 YDs AIR; CHRISTIANO 3 TDs; KETLER 39-YD FG

Cougar Footballers Muzzle Delaware Val. Terriers, 30-13
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MUZZLING A TERRIER…Cougars Rob Delsandro, No. 52, Donell Amaker, No. 63, Jake Matthews, No. 81, and Luke
Christiano, No. 21, tower over a downed Terrier at Memorial Field. Cranford beat Delaware Valley, 30-13.
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