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– Obituaries –

Westfield ‘Y’ to Address
Child Sexual Abuse

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area “Y” will offer free child sexual
abuse prevention training for both
members and non-members ages 16
and older in partnership with Dark-
ness to Light, a nationally-recognized,
non-profit organization and creator
of the award-winning “Stewards of
Children” curriculum.

This training will educate and teach
participants how to prevent, recog-
nize and react responsibly to child
sexual abuse. Two training sessions
will be held on Wednesday, October
23, at the Main “Y” Facility, located
at 220 Clark Street in Westfield. They
will take place from noon to 2 p.m.
and 7 to 9 p.m. Online registration is
available for members. All other in-
terested persons are asked to visit the
“Y” or to call (908) 233-2700.

For additional information or to
schedule a training for any adult
group, contact Susan Morton at (908)
654-8460 or by e-mail at
smorton@westfieldynj.org.

F-SP ‘Y’ Training to Help
Prevent Child Sex Abuse

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA is
participating in Darkness to Light’s
“Stewards of Children” program,
which educates adults to prevent,
recognize and react responsibly to
child sexual abuse. Darkness to
Light is a nationally-recognized,

non-profit organization that created
the award-winning “Stewards of
Children” curriculum.

The training session will help
adults build awareness on what to
look for and steps to follow in order
to protect children. Child sexual
abuse is an agonizing and traumatic
experience for its victims and is a
crime punishable by law.

Beginning Wednesday, October
23, 2013, and continuing through
April 23, 2014, the community is
invited to attend the free Online
Stewards of Children Training by
visiting https://D2L.csod.com and
signing on any time during the
timeframe listed above.

The training is open to all adult
community members. If community
members are interested in partici-
pating in an in-house training pro-
gram, the “Stewards of Children”
training will be held at the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA on Tuesday,
October 29, or Tuesday, November
12, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the
Main “Y” Facility, located at 1340
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Interested persons should regis-
ter in advance and in person at the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA’s
Member Service Desk. There is a
$15 fee for materials. For more in-
formation or questions regarding
the training, call Kathy Barros at
(908) 889-8880, extension no. 120,
or e-mail kbarros@fspymca.org.

Program to Feature
Exercises For Seniors
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains Senior Citizen Advisory Com-
mittee invites seniors to a special
program on Wednesday, October 23,
at 1 p.m. at the Scotch Hills Country
Club Clubhouse on Jerusalem Road
in Scotch Plains.

Rochelle Brodsky of Jewish Fam-
ily Services will present a program
featuring exercises for seniors, some
of which may be performed while
sitting. Attendees may be expected to
participate in some of the activity.

There will be a short question-and-
answer period, followed by light re-
freshments. For further information,
call (908) 889-2084.

Fanwood Presbyterian
To Screen Film I Am
FANWOOD — Members of the

community are invited to attend a
screening of the documentary film
I Am this Sunday, October 20, at
6:30 p.m. at the Fanwood Presbyte-
rian Church. It will be shown on the
big screen in the sanctuary. The
church is located at 74 South
Martine Avenue.

This film combines beautiful
footage, animation and in-depth in-
terviews with prominent philoso-
phers, scientists and spiritual lead-
ers. They talk about what ails the
world in its depths and the emer-
gence of a scientific and spiritual
awakening.

All are welcome to see the film at
no charge. For further information
about this event and directions to
the Fanwood Presbyterian Church,
call (908) 889-2029, check the
church website, fanwoodpc.org, or
e-mail admin@fanwoodpc.org.

Author Rosie Genova
To Visit Library

SCOTCH PLAINS — Fanwood
author Rosemary DiBattista re-
cently published her debut mys-
tery, “Murder and Marinara,” un-
der the pen name Rosie Genova.
She will visit the Scotch Plains Pub-
lic Library next Thursday, October
24, at 7 p.m. to discuss and read an
excerpt from her book, the first in
her Italian Kitchen Mystery series.
Copies of the book will be available
for purchase and to be signed.

The book follows mystery writer
Victoria Rienzi back to her family’s
restaurant on the Jersey Shore,
where she hopes to research her
next book but instead finds herself
in the middle of a murder investiga-
tion – with a little romance along
the way.

This program will be free and
open to all. Attendees are encour-
aged to register through the library’s
website, scotlib.org, by calling
(908) 322-5007, extension no. 204,
or by e-mail at library@scotlib.org.
The Scotch Plains Library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the cen-
ter of the township.

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Friends of the Scotch Plains Public
Library has started its annual mem-
bership drive, coinciding with the
upcoming National Friends of Li-
braries Week, October 20 to 26.

A Friends membership provides

multiple benefits, including a voice
in funding library needs, five free
DVD rentals per year, a 10-percent
discount to the Town Book Store in
Westfield and access to the member
preview night at the Friends’ an-
nual book sale each spring.

In addition to these benefits, all
members joining or renewing be-
fore Monday, November 18, will be
eligible for a drawing for a free
Kindle Fire. Membership costs are
$15 for an individual, $25 for a
family, $10 for senior citizens and
students, and $50 for an organiza-
tion, and are tax-deductible. Dur-
ing National Friends of Libraries
Week, new members joining at the
family level or above will addition-
ally receive a free 2014 Book
Lover’s calendar. Other new or re-
turning members can purchase the
calendar at a discounted price of
$5.

The Friends of the Scotch Plains
Public Library is a non-profit orga-
nization dedicated to supporting li-
brary programming. Its next
monthly meeting will be Monday,
October 21, at 7 p.m. at the library.
The library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue. For more information, con-
tact Friends President Joe Quarto at
joequarto@gmail.com.

Library Friends Commence
Annual Membership Drive

JCC Jewish Film Festival
To Commence Next Week

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Jew-
ish Community Center (JCC) of
Central New Jersey will host its
Ninth Annual Jewish Film Festival
of Central New Jersey at partner
Digiplex Rialto Theatre, located at
250 East Broad Street in Westfield.
All shows will begin at 7:30 p.m.
Each film will be screened in two
auditoriums.

Opening night, Wednesday, Octo-
ber 23, will feature The Third Half.
This film is a true story of people
gathered around soccer which, dur-
ing the turbulent times of World War
II, was more than just a game.

On Tuesday, October 29, the fea-
tured film will be The Attack. A
Palestinian surgeon who lives in
Tel Aviv has his life turned upside
down when a suicide bombing in a
restaurant leaves 19 dead, includ-
ing his wife, who the Israeli police
believe was responsible.

Disobedience: The Sousa
Mendes Story, will be shown on
Monday, November 4. This is the
story of Sousa Mendes, the Portu-
guese Consul General stationed in
France during World War II, who

was responsible for the largest res-
cue action by a single individual
during the Holocaust.

AKA Doc Pomus, about the
American rock and roll songwriter
whose career linked him with Elvis
Presley, Phil Spector, Ray Charles,
B.B. King, Ben E. King, Lou Reed,
Bob Dylan and Dion, is scheduled
for Thursday, November 14.

On closing night, Tuesday, No-
vember 19, Simon and the Oaks
will be shown. This film is the
gripping story of two boys from
very different worlds who are
drawn together, creating dependen-
cies, revealing secrets and vividly
illustrating the situation faced by
Jews in Sweden during World War
II.

Film Festival participants can
take advantage of special dinner
offers from JCC Restaurant Part-
ners Cosimo’s Italian Restaurant,
Jeffrey’s of Westfield, Limani Sea-
food Grill and Westfield Diner. For
full information about each film,
ticket purchase and restaurant of-
fers, visit jccnj.org or call (908)
889-8800, extension no. 208.

John ‘Jack’ Kasich, 91, Was Salesman;
Patriarch of Robert Treat Delicatessen

John “Jack” Kasich, 91, of Clifton
passed away on Friday, October 11,
2013.

Born and raised in Jersey City, Mr.
Kasich had been a Clifton resident
since 1963. Before his retirement,
Mr. Kasich was employed as a sales-
man with the Washington National
Insurance Co. of Jersey City.

He was the patriarch of the Robert
Treat Deli in Westfield and Henry’s
Deli in Clifton. Mr. Kasich was a
World War II veteran of the United
States Army Air Corps, having served
in Europe from 1942 to 1945.

Mr. Kasich had a thirst for life. He
was a people person who enjoyed
being with his family and friends. Mr.
Kasich was a parishioner of St. Philip
the Apostle Roman Catholic Church
in Clifton. He was a member of the
AmVets of Jersey City, Veterans of
Foreign Wars Post No. 10122 of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, the American Le-
gion of Scotch Plains and a Life Mem-
ber of the Clifton ELKS Lodge.

Mr. Kasich was predeceased by his
beloved wife, Sophie (née Fiorentino)
in 1998. Survivors include his de-
voted children, Jack Kasich and his
wife, Mary, of Wyckoff, Gregory
Kasich and his wife, Kim, of
Fanwood, Steven Kasich and his wife,
Michelle, of Yardley, Pa. and Carolyn
Maroon and her husband, John, of
Ellicott City, Md., and six grandchil-
dren, John IV, David, Andrea, Steven,
Clayton and Cooper Kasich.

Funeral services were held yester-
day, Wednesday, October 16, from
the Bizub-Quinlan Funeral Home,
1313 Van Houten Avenue, Clifton
and at St. Philip the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church, 797 Valley Road,
Clifton. Entombment followed at the
Calvary Cemetery in Paterson.

In lieu of flowers, memorial con-
tributions would be appreciated to
the Community FoodBank of New
Jersey, 31 Evans Terminal, Hillside,
N.J. 07205, www.cfbnj.org.
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Doris E. Rice, 96, Devoted to Family;
Active In Local Church and Schools

Doris E. Rice, 96, passed away at
Arbor Glen, a continuing care com-
munity in Bridgewater, N.J., on Sat-
urday, October 5.

Born on March 6, 1917 in Wilson
Boro, Pa., she graduated from Wil-
son High School in 1934. She was
married to Irwin S. Rice, Jr. in No-
vember 1940 and the marriage lasted
for 62 years. After World War II the
couple settled in New Jersey.

Mrs. Rice lived in Westfield, N.J.
for 44 years before moving to Arbor
Glen with her husband in 1997. Her
life’s work was service to her family
and her community. She helped estab-
lish the library at Jefferson Elemen-
tary School. She later volunteered at
Edison Junior High School. She helped
establish the library at The Presbyte-

rian Church in Westfield and was ac-
tive there for many years. In addition
to her volunteer work she enjoyed
gardening and playing bridge.

She is survived by a son, Irwin S.
Rice, III; a daughter, Debra R.
Metcalf; a son-in-law, Thomas N.
Metcalf, and a granddaughter, Alison
S. Metcalf.

Services will be held at The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield. Please
check with the church office, (908)
233-0301. Memorial donations may
be made to the Cemetery Fund of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield.
Arrangements are by the Gray Fu-
neral Home of Westfield. For online
condolences, go to
grayfuneralhomes.com.
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Gloria Kern Koski, Westfield Resident;
Loving Mother, Grandmother, Realtor

County Lists Historic Stops
On ‘Four Centuries’ Tour

COUNTY — Union County’s an-
nual public heritage event, “Four
Centuries in a Weekend: A Journey
through Union County’s History,”
will take place this Saturday, Octo-
ber 19, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
Sunday, October 20, from noon to 5
p.m.

Sponsored by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, with
the cooperation of staff and volun-
teers at 27 house museums and his-
toric sites, this two-day, free event will
open the doors to more than 370 years
of history throughout the county.

Among the historic sites on the
tour, all listed on the National and
New Jersey State Registers of His-
toric Places, with special programs
or events highlighting their rich
heritage, are:

The Reeve History and Cultural
Resource Center in Westfield;
Fanwood Train Station Museum;
Deserted Village of Feltville-
Glenside Park in Berkeley Heights;
Deacon Andrew Hetfield House in
Mountainside; Oswald J. Nitschke
House in Kenilworth; Liberty Hall
Museum in Union; Reeves-Reed Ar-
boretum in Summit; Crane-Phillips
House Museum in Cranford and
Historic Cannon Ball House in
Springfield.

Participants also are invited to visit
Boxwood Hall in Elizabeth; tour the
restored Revolutionary War burial
grounds at the First Presbyterian
Church of Elizabeth and visit the
Caldwell Parsonage at Connecticut
Farms in Union.

Additional tour stops include the
Woodruff House/Eaton Store and the
historic Evergreen Cemetery, both
in Hillside; the Merchants and Drov-
ers Tavern and the Union County
Performing Arts Center, both in
Rahway; the Dr. William Robinson
Plantation in Clark; Abraham Clark
House in Roselle, and the Roselle
Park Museum, housed in the Charles
E. Stone Store.

Authentic 18th-century farm-
houses open for touring will in-
clude the Miller-Cory House Mu-
seum in Westfield; the Salt Box
Museum in New Providence; the
Osborn Cannonball House in Scotch
Plains; and the Nathaniel Drake
House in Plainfield.

Also featured will be the Littell-
Lord Farmstead in Berkeley
Heights. In Summit, sites will in-
clude Twin Maples, a stately neo-
classical mansion; the Carter House,
the city’s oldest house, and the Sum-
mit Playhouse.

Children can earn a Time
Traveler’s Certificate and a Four
Centuries Patch by visiting and ob-
taining a Time Traveler Passport at
any of the sites, having it stamped
and returning the completed form
to the Union County Office of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs.

For free copies of the Four Cen-
turies in a Weekend tour booklet,
map and further information, call
(908) 558-2550 weekdays between
8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.; NJ Relay
Users dial 711, or e-mail:
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

Gloria Kern Koski (née Costa) of
Westfield passed away on Friday,
October 4, 2013, at Overlook Medi-
cal Center in Summit, N.J.

Mrs. Koski was born on December
29, 1928 and raised in
Bronx, N.Y. She and her
husband, Richard, resided
in Hasbrouck Heights
prior to moving to
Westfield 53 years ago.

Gloria graduated from
Walton High School in
1947. She attended Hunter
College and completed
The American Institute of
Banking New York Chap-
ter in Foreign Banking in
1950. She became a
realtor in Westfield and worked for
Rorden Realty for many years.

She enjoyed traveling, cooking and
spending quality time with her fam-
ily and friends. She loved animals,
especially her pets, and all aspects of
nature. Gloria was known as a loving
and dedicated wife, mother, grand-
mother and friend.

She was a member of St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church Altar Guild and
The Episcopal Church Women, was a
Sunday school teacher and was ac-
tive in Rummage Sale Outreach

Projects.
She was married for 60

years, and widowed in 2012.
She is survived by her three
children, son (Ret.) Colo-
nel Richard A. Koski of
Pelham, Ala., daughter Jill
A. Omura of Randolph, N.J.
and son Andrew R. Koski of
Westfield, N.J.; her grand-
son, Michael I. Omura, Jr.
of Randolph, N.J., and her
granddaughter, Amber N.
Koski of England.

Gloria’s Celebration of Life and
Memorial Service will be held at
10:30 a.m. on Saturday, October 26,
2013, at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
in Westfield.

Memorial contributions may be
made to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church.
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Elizabeth Stokker, 76, Was Ex. Secretary;
Enjoyed Travel, Community Theater

Elizabeth Mary Stokker, 76, of
Gwynedd Valley, Pa. passed away on
Monday, October 14, 2013, at the
Elms of Cranbury in Cranbury, N.J.

The cause of death was Lewy Body
Dementia.

Mrs. Stokker was born in Leba-
non, N.H. on January 20, 1937, the
daughter of Leslie R. Ladd, Sr. and
Mary Elizabeth (Peck) Ladd. She was
a graduate of Burlington College and
was employed by Aramark Corpora-
tion World Headquarters in Philadel-
phia for 20 years, where she worked
as an executive secretary for corpo-
rate officers. After she retired, she did
temp work as an executive secretary
for McNeil Pharmaceuticals in its
executive department.

Elizabeth was an active volunteer
with the American Red Cross and
enjoyed working with donors at blood
drives. She loved to travel and visited
more than 26 countries with her hus-
band, Gerald Stokker. Together they

enjoyed working in their local com-
munity theater, she as a prop artist
and he as a supporting actor. She was
an avid reader and enjoyed water
aerobics and Tai Chi.

Her first marriage to Stephen
Brannan ended in divorce.

She is survived by her husband of
21 years, Gerald Stokker of Gwynedd
Valley, Pa.; her daughter, Sharon, and
her husband, David Stockwell, of
Westfield, N.J.; a son, Michael, and
his wife, Jocelyn Brannan, of
Temicula, Calif., and four grandchil-
dren, Jessica, Anthony, Andrew and
Caroline.

A Memorial Service will be held at
a later date. Donations in lieu of flow-
ers may be made either to the
Alzheimer’s Association or to a local
hospice organization. Arrangements
were entrusted to the Rezem Funeral
Home of East Brunswick, N.J.
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Historical Society to Feature
Organ, Other Acquisitions

SCOTCH PLAINS — The His-
torical Society of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood will showcase an antique
organ and other recent acquisitions
during its monthly meeting on Tues-
day, October 22, starting at 8 p.m.
Free and open to the public, the
meeting will take place at the Scotch
Hills Country Club, located at
Plainfield Avenue and Jerusalem
Road in Scotch Plains.

The Osborn Cannonball House
Museum, located at 1840 Front Street
in Scotch Plains and operated by the
Historical Society, recently benefited
from multiple donated items. An an-
tique Reed Pump Organ from the
1870s to 1890s now sits in the
museum’s Victorian Room. Joe and
Elaine Rosa donated this player or-
gan when they recently moved from
Scotch Plains.

While it is the museum’s largest

recent acquisition, several other resi-
dents have donated vintage and older
items. A land deed from the J.
Ackerman estate to the Stouts fills in
some missing data. Larry Novak re-
cently gave the Historical Society
old photographs of Seeley Pond and
other artifacts he collected in that
area which further expands the
organization’s knowledge base of
this important area.

Some vintage clothing donations
have been added to the Historical
Society’s unique and extensive ward-
robe collection. Leather gunpowder
pouches from the mid-19th century
will be displayed for third graders
when they tour.

Pictures of the moving of the Reed
Pump Organ as well as a display of
the other, smaller acquisitions will
be featured at the upcoming meet-
ing. Fellowship and refreshments
will follow the program.

Peter Barkley, 90, Active In Masons;
Mechanical Engineer and Designer

Peter Barkley, 90, of Westfield died
on Monday, October 14, 2013.

Born in Hamilton, N.Y., Peter was
raised in Newark, N.J., where he
graduated from Eastside High School
in 1941. He was a veteran of the U.S.
Army, having served in World War II.
Mr. Barkley was retired from the
Jacobson Manufacturing Co. in
Kenilworth, where he was a mechani-
cal engineer and designer.

He was a past Master of the Loy-
alty Lodge 33 F&AM Masonic,
Union, and a member of the Atlas
Pythagoras Lodge 10 F&AM Ma-
sonic, Westfield, American Legion
Post No. 328, Clark, and VFW Post
No. 7363, Clark.

He was preceded in death by his
beloved wife, Emma, and his cher-

ished granddaughter, Michelle Lynn
Barkley. Peter is survived by his son,
Peter A. Barkley; his daughter, Donna
Barkley Gorringe, and her husband,
Timothy; his granddaughter, Andrea
Faye Glasgow, and her husband,
Donald, and three great-grandchil-
dren, Hailey, Joshua and Mandy.

Peter’s Life Celebration will be
held today, Thursday, October 17,
from 2 to 4 and 7 to 9 p.m. at Gray
Funeral Directors, 318 East Broad
Street, Westfield, where his funeral
service will begin at 11 a.m. tomor-
row, Friday, October 18. Interment
will follow at Graceland Memorial
Park in Kenilworth.

To offer condolences, please go to
www.grayfuneralhomes.com.

October 17, 2013

Lions Club to Hold
Pancake Breakfast

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Lions Club will once again
hold a Pancake Breakfast on Sunday,
October 27, from 8 a.m. to noon. This
function will take place at the Scotch
Hills Country Club, located at Jerusa-
lem Road and Plainfield Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

This “All-You-Can-Eat” breakfast
will feature pancakes, eggs, ham and
sausage. Beverages will include juice,
coffee, tea and milk. The cost for the
breakfast is $7; children under age 6
may attend for free. Tickets can be
purchased at the door or in advance
from a Lions Club member.

This event is one of many fundraisers
for this Lions Club, proceeds of which
benefit local charities and community
activities, especially organizations
serving the blind and visually-im-
paired. For more information on the
Pancake Breakfast or to reserve a
place, call Pancake Breakfast Chair-
man Ron Kelly at (908) 753-8218.

Gloria Koski


