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Farmers Stun Blue Devils
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Everybody knows that the boys cross-
country has been and continues to be
very strong. But the girls team has come
out of nowhere to become a hot item
following a super-solid third-place fin-
ish at the Shore Coaches Invitational at
Holmdel Park.

Thom Hornish has been around since
the program’s inception in 1980. Over
those 33 years his teams have racked up
a 251-35 record – on a current 47-meet
win streak – that includes 15 confer-
ence, 14 county and seven sectional titles.
They once ran off 92 straight wins. Could
this be the year they break through and
win a state championship?

The two teams ahead of them were
top-ranked Red Bank Catholic and
Haddonfield (just three points ahead of
WHS), and neither is in Group 4. While
there is lots of quality in Group 4, the
Blue Devils’ did set a school record at
Holmdel with an average of 20:25, two
seconds better than the great 1995 team
did, while finishing sixth at the Meet of
Champions. In addition to that varsity
performance, WHS flashed its depth by
winning the Jayvee A race over
Haddonfield.

Every Westfield girl did a personal

best, led by senior Gabby Stravach
(19:55), who holds the school records at
both Holmdel and Warninanco parks.
Rounding out the top five scorers were
senior Erica Fischer (20:37), and juniors
Meghan O’Dwyer (20:44), Gabrielle
Brennan (20:44) and Natalie Marcotullio
(20:55). Seniors Beth Neylan, Allison
Diamond and Anna Tanji, junior Charlie
O’Brien and sophomore Julia Gretzky
are part of the mix that Hornish says
goes “21 deep.”

Currently ranked No. 7 in the state,
Westfield is in a very loaded Group 4
field that includes Shawnee (No. 6),
Hillsborough (No. 8), West Windsor-
Plainsboro South (No. 9), North
Hunterdon (No. 10) and six of the next
10.

“This group is focused,” Hornish said.
“They are determined to achieve their
dream – the return of the county cham-
pionship on all three levels (varsity,
jayvee, freshman), defend our confer-
ence title, defend our JV state title of
2012, seek and return the state sectional
title to Westfield, vie for Group 4 hon-
ors, and move on to the Meet of Cham-
pions.”

That’s a big list. But this is a big team.
And we do mean BIG!

“When WHS stepped to the line 34
years ago for the first time as a team, we
had nine runners,” Hornish said. “At our
last dual meet, 108 runners ran the course,
and that’s with 34 on the sidelines with
assorted maladies. That’s a team of 142
runners.”

No wonder Hornish refers to the team
as a Blue Tsunami, as in a powerful,
swift, moving force that sweeps away all
in its path.

The girls were looking for their sev-
enth straight Union County Conference
championship this past Tuesday and will
be seeking their first county champion-
ship since 2003 next Wednesday.

With such a large number of athletes,
Hornish gets plenty of help from assis-
tants Jen Buccino, Jill Mezzacappa and
Andrea Magda.

And, in addition to all the talent in the
upper classes, Hornish is ga-ga over his
freshman group, which includes Lila
Hutchins, Cindy Qiang, Skylar Geoghan,
Mia Anderson, Sophie Martini, Caroline
Seery and “18 more behind them.”

When that first team in 1980 traveled
to championship meets, it was in the
mini-bus, with lots of room to spread
out. Now when they travel to champion-
ship meets, they come in a parade of
buses, like the football team.

“Bring a wide-angle lens (camera) to
the conference or county meets and
you’ll see what I mean,” Hornish said.

FOOTBALL UDPATE
I got a halftime update call from Spud

Monroe (’77) last Saturday: “It’s 14-0 at
halftime Bruce. Westfield looks real
good. This has the makings of a blow-
out.”

What happened over the hour follow-
ing that call is anyone’s guess, but Union
scored four times in the second half for
a 25-14 victory. Next up tomorrow night
is a trip to winless Franklin, which put a
35-0 hurting on Westfield in their first
meeting last season.

Surprisingly, WHS’s two-platoon sys-
tem this fall was installed to keep its
players rested for later in the season and
in the second halves. But the Devils have
been outscored 60-6 in the third and
fourth periods the past three games, in-
cluding 39-0 the last two weeks.

NO. 9 … NO. 9 … NO. 9
WHS senior defensive end Chris

Sweeney did not switch his uniform
number from 65 to 9 this year to imitate
South Carolina’s defensive end Jadeveon
Clowney, who wears No. 7, or in honor
of former WHS stars Jay Cook and A.J.
Murray, or because he loves the old
Beatles song “Revolution 9.”

“I just thought it would be a fun
switch,” Sweeney said. “I don’t want to
copy anybody. I want to be known for
what I’ve done.”

He’s doing a good job of making
people aware. Through four games, the
6-foot-1, 230-pounder leads the team in
sacks (with a best-game of five against
Hillsborough) and a large amount of
quarterback hurries.

MINI-REUNION
Chili’s in Raritan Township is a post-

game hangout for Hunterdon Central’s
football coaches, players, cheerleaders,
parents and fans. After the WHS-
Hunterdon Central football game on
Friday, Oct. 4, it was also the post-game
hangout for a bunch of WHS alums.
Four members of the 9-0 football team
of 1974 – Glen Kehler, Jim Reid (with
his wife Janet, a former SP-F cheer-
leader), Mark Carroll and Joe Massa –
stopped by after attending the Blue Dev-
ils’ 34-7 loss; a fifth, John McDermott,
was at the game, but not at Chili’s. Also
there were Jeff Gilbert of Pittstown and
Jim Wilday of Union (both class of ’61),
and Steve Merrill (’71) of Washington.

Reid, a former star left halfback at
WHS, noted that he watched the game
from the WHS stands and that he was
wearing a blue shirt. His son Jason was
a star runner at Central for three years
about 10 years ago.

Carroll was a football rarity: a backup
center on offense and a starting safety on
defense.

THIS AND THAT
The all-day futbol-football-futbol

marathon Saturday at Kehler Stadium
made for a fun day, if not an especially
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score when he recovered a Farmer
fumble at the Union 30. On the sixth
play, Hogge hit Dylan Elliott over the
middle. Elliott then dragged a pair of
Farmer defenders over the goal with
6:03 left in the half. The Blue Devils
took a 14-0 lead on their next drive
when Rawles hooked left for a six-
yard TD with 2:53 on the clock.

The Farmers, however, chewed up
the second half with 96 rushing yards,
which included 86 yards and respec-
tive TD runs of six and two yards
from Bogan, and quarterback Diego
Rios burned the air with six comple-
tions for 116 yards, including a 17-
yard TD strike to Travon Gravenhise.
The Blue Devils managed only 38
rushing yards, 37 from Rawles, and a
five-yard reception from Hogge to
tight end David Kane.

“We’ve stopped him for six quar-
ters all in first halves for the last three
years. We just haven’t stopped him
for a full game. We shut him down in
the first half. We just didn’t shut him
down in the second half,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Jim DeSarno said.

The Farmers took the opening kick-
off in the second half and marched 79
yards on 10 plays when Bogan slipped
in from the six with 7:41 left in the
third quarter. Within a minute, Jabree

Robertson returned a Blue Devils punt
65 yards down the right sideline for a
TD, making the score, 14-13.

The Farmers took a 19-14 lead
early in the fourth quarter with Rios’
17-yard TD strike to Gravenhise.
Prybylski intercepted the two-point
conversion attempt. The capper came
with 3:25 remaining when Bogan
pushed over from the two-yard line.

“I don’t think they adjusted. I think
we didn’t come out ready. We played
hard in the first half. We just didn’t
have the same intensity. We had to
come out harder in the second half,”
Simcox said.

“They didn’t do anything different.
It was the same stuff. It was that first
drive. Then we never got in sync
offensively. We just didn’t show up.
We didn’t play as well in the second
half. No answers! It was a lot of little
things that led to a big loss,” Coach
DeSarno said.

Next on the agenda would be a
road trip to face Franklin Township
tomorrow, October 18, at 7 p.m.

“We are going to work real hard
this week in practice and tie it up.
Losing three straight is no fun,”
Simcox said.
Union   0   0 13 12 25
Westfield   0 14   0   0 14

happy one for the host Blue Devils. The
girls soccer team opened the triple-header
with an overtime shootout victory over
Summit in the UCT quarterfinals. That
was followed by the football team’s 25-
14 loss to Union. The day’s activities
ended with a 1-0 loss to Scotch Plains-
Fanwood in boys soccer.

The gymnastics team gets to perform
for the home town fans tomorrow night
when WHS hosts the Union County
championships. Abby Cook, Lyndsay
Lee, Morgan McAlister, Christana
Psyhojos, Jenna Rizalla, Hannah
Goldring, Mae Devin and Co. have been
the scoring consistently in the 109’s, and
hit 110+ last week against Cranford.
They are favored to win an eighth straight
county title, and they have a great shot at
topping Bishop Ahr at sectionals next
month.

The field hockey lost its opening round
game in the Union County Tournament
to Cranford for the third straight year.

The tennis team was eliminated from
the state tournament by Ridge 3½-1½.
For the first time since 2004 the girls
won’t bring home any bling (i.e., county,
sectional, state trophies).

IN PASSING
Millicent (Mim) Pfeiffer, the wife of

former WHS pitcher and uberfan Al
Pfeiffer (’38) and the mother of Jodi
(’68), John (’70) and Tommy (’72),
passed away on Oct. 4, at age 85. For
some reason, when I think of Mim or
Jodi, John or Tom, I think of Al being
ejected from the WHS gym and escorted
out by Gary Kehler and John Lay in the
early ’70s during a parochial state tour-
nament game, between teams from
Phillipsburg and Elizabeth. She was a
good woman.

Bob Schmitz (’48), a key member of
the 1947 WHS football team, passed
away on June 21 at the age of 83. Schmitz
was a two-year starter at tackle at WHS,
and later played at the University of
South Carolina. That 1947 team, which
went 10-0 and was named North 2 Group
3 champions (along with Hillside and
Springfield), was inducted into the
Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame in 2002.
Current Hall of Famers on that team
include Gerry McGinley, Sam Mitchell,
Rick McGinley, Dave Townley, and
coach Joe Freeman.

Andy Pafko, the Brooklyn Dodger
who stood at the left-field wall and looked
up helplessly as Bobby Thomson’s three-
run home run in the bottom of the ninth
sailed into the Polo Grounds’s left-field
seats and gave the New York Giants the
National League pennant in 1951, passed
away Oct. 8 at the age of 92. His 1952
Topps trading card once sold for $83,870
at auction. Not bad for a career .285
hitter who had 218 home runs.

L.C. Greenwood, he of the yellow
football shoes, a dominating end on
Pittsburgh’s “Steel Curtain” defense of
the ’70s, passed away at age 67 on Sept.
29.

The Devil’s Den appears in The
Westfield Leader on the first, third and
fifth Thursday every month during the
school season. Contact us with com-
plaints, comments and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. And remember, win
or not, Whs4evr!
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Jacqueline
“Jackie”
Waldman

CUSTOM COLONIAL

MOUNTAINSIDE. Custom Colonial Home situated on more than
a half acre of manicured property featuring 5 BR, 4 full baths, 2 half baths
with 3 car attached garage. This distinctive home boasts a FLR w/
fireplace, FDR, library/study, den w/wet bar & fireplace. Gourmet EIK,
2nd floor Master Bedroom w/bath, 4 additional Bedrooms & 2 full
baths, 1st floor laundry/pantry, ground level FR /game room w/fireplace,
summer kitchen/au pair suite w/private entrance, Central Air. $899,999.

Alan
Rubin

CUSTOM COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. This spectacular residence, built by Buontempo Homes,
features 11 rooms, 5 Bedrooms, 5.5 Baths in a quiet suburban locale. Combining
gracious formal living with comfortable family features to suit all your entertaining
and living needs. Some of the notable features include custom ceilings, elegant
main staircase, gas fireplaces in the great room, Master Bedroom & master bath,
gourmet kitchen with custom wood cabinetry & granite. Convenient to NYC
transportation, shopping, parks & more. $1,895,000.

Jacqueline
“Jackie”
Waldman

SCOTCH PLAINS. Custom Luxury "New Construction" Homes located
in Scotch Meadow Estates. This colonial style home is one of five new homes
situated on a private cul-de-sac on the south side of Scotch Plains by the golf
course & country club. This home features 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths. FLR w/
fireplace, FDR, Gourmet kitchen w/granite counter tops & wood cabinetry
opening to FR. Master suite w/walk in closet & spa-like master bath, 3
additional Bedrooms & 2 baths w/ walk up attic. $850,000-$999,900.

Associate of the Month

Sergio
Merola

COLONIAL

CRANFORD. Cranford 3 Bedroom 2.5 Bath Colonial features large
and spacious rooms. A cozy family room is adorned by a large brick
fireplace and hardwood floors, the eat in kitchen has sliding doors to the
lush garden. Classic formal dining room and living room with walnut
inlaid floors. A very large master bedroom suite with a separate sitting
area and a newly refinished full bath, two other bedrooms and plenty
of closets. Fabulous location to create your dream. $599,999.

NEW CONSTRUCTION HOMES

Alan
Rubin

SPLIT LEVEL

WESTFIELD. Welcome to this 3 Bedroom, 3 Bath Custom Built
Split Level home with an open floor plan. Features include hardwood
floors, Andersen windows, radiant heat throughout, central air, 9’
ceilings, 2 car built-in garage and large rear yard with built-in grill...
perfect for outdoor entertaining. Conveniently located near schools,
highways and Tamaques Park. $799,000.

SPLIT LEVEL

CRANFORD. Recently Remodeled 3 Bedroom and 2 Bath Split Level
- New Granite Kitchen and Tiled baths - Spacious rooms - Excellent flow
for entertaining with Large deck off Dining Room and Living Room
combo. Den/Family Room off kitchen. Extra finished area in basement.
All newly finished hardwood floors throughout. One of the most private
areas in Cranford with a large Rear yard and across from Parklike Grounds.
Non flood zone. Minutes to Hillside school and GSPkwy. $485,900.

Peter
Lisciotto

Ernest
“Ernie”
Fantini

Courtesy of Charles Mulrooney for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SWARMING ALL OVER BOGAN...Blue Devils Tom Anderson, No. 82, and Joe Scaglione, No. 68, swarmed all over
Farmer running back Jamauri Bogan, No. 32, in the first half in Westfield on October 12.


