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McCUTCHEON, HARPER SCORE; BRUCIA BIG IN NET

Blue Devils, Raiders Battle
To 1-1, OT Soccer Deadlock

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Twenty seconds remaining in regu-
lation and Raider senior Katie Harper
spotted an opening then drilled a bul-
let into the net to knot the score,
sending the game between the 14th
ranked Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls soccer team and the
Westfield Blue Devils into overtime
at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield

on October 8. After two furious 10-
minute periods, the showdown ended
in a 1-1 deadlock.

Junior Sara McCutcheon scored the
8-3-1 Blue Devils’ only goal with 12:37
showing on the clock in the first half.
During the entire first half, the Blue
Devils’ midfielders and forwards ap-
peared to be one step ahead of the 10-
0-1 Raiders. Situations did change,
however, especially in the final 10-12

minutes of the second half.
“We were sleeping. The last few

games we have been sleeping and
letting other teams put in goals. Then
finally in the second half, we came
out,” Harper said.

“I think it was an even game
throughout. We made a mistake on
defense and they capitalized on it and
put it in the net. We didn’t come out

HOGGE TO D. ELLIOT FOR 15-YD TD, RAWLES 6-YD TD

Farmers Awaken in 2nd Half,
Stun Westfield Gridders, 25-14

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

What was a solid “Wall of Blue”
throughout the first half began to show
cracks early in the second half and
the Union High School football team
seized the opportunity to score 25
unanswered points en route to a 25-
14 victory over the Westfield Blue
Devils at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on October 12.

In what could have been called a
“Tale of Two Halves”, the Blue Dev-
ils’ defensive line consisting of Joe
Scaglione, Chris Sweeney, Tom
Anderson and Cotter Spurlock, and
linebackers Jackson Simcox, Luke
Prybylski, Kevin Frega and Mike

O’Connor stymied Farmer star run-
ning back Jamauri Bogan, limiting
him to just 40 rushing yards on 10
carries in the first half. In fact, the
Farmers totaled just 45 yards on the
ground and 25 in the air during that
half.

“Their formations gave it away the
entire time. We knew what they were
doing was based on how they lined
up. We just built a fence. We didn’t let
them get outside,” Simcox said.

In the meantime, the 2-3 Blue Dev-
ils racked up 108 rushing yards on 19
carries and quarterback Chris Hogge
completed six of 12 pass attempts for
86 yards, including a 15-yard touch-
down (TD) strike to flanker Dylan

Elliott, who finished with four recep-
tions for 76 yards, all in the first half.
Split end Sean Elliott had a six-yard
reception and running back Eugene
Rawles, who rushed 97 yards on 16
carries in the half, including a six-
yard TD, had a four-yard reception.

Sweeney and Spurlock registered
and influential sack on the Farmers’
first drive forcing them to punt then
their next possession was severed
immediately when Scaglione
pounced on a fumble at the Union 30.
After four plays, the Blue Devils at-
tempted a 36-yard field goal that sailed
left.

Simcox set up the Blue Devils’ first

J. RODRIQUES SCORES WINNER ON VALIAN’S ASSIST

Ramped Up Raiders Even
Score, Sting Blue Devils, 1-0

By DAN GILMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After suffering a 1-0 overtime loss
to longtime rival, Westfield, in their
first outing on September 17 when
Blue Devil forward Alik Morgan
banged in the winner, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School Raid-
ers boys soccer team returned the
favor when they faced off against the
Blue Devils last Saturday, October
12, at Kehler Stadium in Westfield
and triumphed with a 1-0 victory.

Like the last time they met, the
20th-ranked 9-3-1 Raiders and 18th-
ranked 7-4 Blue Devils were matched
pretty evenly, staying fiercely com-
petitive throughout the entirety of the
match. Considering the rivalry there
was a lot of pressure on the Raiders to
get the job done, which translated
into a highly competitive game.

It was with five minutes left in the

first half that the ultimately winning
goal was scored by Scotch Plains-
Fanwood junior forward Justin
Rodriquez. Assisting on that goal was
fellow Raider junior David Valian.

The Blue Devils presented the
greatest offensive threat with 10 shots
on the Raiders’ goal. Their aggres-
sive tactics kept Raider goalkeeper
Tyler O’Brien plenty busy with five
attempted shots that were all success-
fully saved. O’Brien, along with the
rest of the Raiders defenders, did a
wonderful job of securing the second
half of the game from the aggressive
Blue Devil offense. The tight defense
kept Westfield’s attempts in check
and ensured that Scotch Plains would
remain the only ones on the
scoreboard.

In what was a pretty even matched
game, the depth of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood roster allowed for fresh ath-

letes to be effectively rotated, some-
thing that proved to be a winning
advantage for the Raiders.

“When you look at the depth our
team has and our ability to rotate
athletes through, it gives us a signifi-
cant edge over other teams,” stated
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Director of
Athletics Ryan Miller.

And while the stands were heated
over the intense rivalry, the players
competed with class, opting to play
some fiercely competitive soccer in
place of being distracted by said ri-
valry.

“It is nice to see in a rivalry game
the players play soccer and not just
go at each other and to play a good
clean game of soccer. Both schools
did a great job, were happy we came
out on top,” said Miller.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 1 0 1
Westfield 0 0 0
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Dan Gilman for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BRINGING THE BALL DOWNFIELD...Raider Justin Rodriques, No. 7, brings the ball downfield amidst a host of Blue
Devils at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield on October 12. The Raiders pulled out a 1-0 victory.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FINDING AN OPENING...Blue Devil running back Eugene Rawles, No. 5, finds an opening in the Farmers’ defense. The
Farmers scored all their points in the second half to win, 25-14. See more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING OFF A GOOD SHOT DOWNFIELD...Blue Devil forward Taylor Morgan, No. 9, rips a shot downfield before
Raider Katherine Cunningham, No. 10, gets to it. See more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.


