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The Gift after the Curse
By ANDREW ZALE

An eye for an eye makes the whole world blind.
But to Hammurabi not so. For he wrote a nefarious code.
Steal one thing, pay thirty times it back.
Trespass, you should die in front of where you did.
Steal virginity illegally: your life will be stolen.
By accident murder: your son will die.
If not he, your wife.
If not she, your assets.
If not these, your life.
What hatred boiled here?

Slime may run through other’s veins,
Like Hammurabi, an abusive father,
But we must ensure
To not get our selves infected:

A friend of a friend of mine
Together with friends we were hanging out
Poorly-lit basement we were in to play darts.
He and I took our rounds. But it was not a bout.
Instead, win after win I rolled out
Like water rushing from the Hoover Dam.
But one time his shot so trivial,
Broke through the white plastered wall.
We all grinned, an unexpected reaction
Even the owner of the house. But he was not.
He took his struggles out on me.
This hit was pretty accurate! Right on the left eye.
There were no tears, no way to react.
I could still see the arm, the red shirt, the pale fist
Coming towards me. In slow motion.
All eyes turned away from him, and onto me.
How should I react? No precedent. No thought of this happening.
I was paralyzed with a thought. The only effect: a bulging eye.
A breath in and out. Like birds in heaven had to let my anger out.
No perpetuation needed to start.
I acted on something by doing nothing.
I soon forgot.
We soon became friends.
The gift, forgetting, leads to forgiving.

Editors Note: Andrew is a junior at Westfield High School. His poem,
“The Gift after the Curse,” was  chosen as one of 25 finalists among 2,000
middle and high-school students in New Jersey who participated in the
2013 Mahatma Gandhi Art and Writing Contest sponsored by the
Association of Indians in America, South Jersey Chapter.
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WALK TO SCHOOL…Westfield’s Wilson Elementary School students cel-
ebrate Walk To School Day with Wilson Principal Joseph Malanga and Sgt.
Jason McErlean of the Westfield Police Department.

Mountainside PTA
Announces Fall Festival

MOUNTAINSIDE - The Moun-
tainside PTA will host its Fall Fes-
tival on Saturday, October 19, from
noon to 4 p.m. The event will be
held rain or shine at Deerfield
School, 302 Central Avenue, Moun-
tainside.

The family-oriented, fun-filled
day will feature games, rides,
amusements, vendors, music and
food. From more information, call
Jeanie Ruban at (908) 578-0492.
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FIRST PLACE…The Westfield High School Marching Blue Devils placed first
in the US Bands Gold Star competition at South Brunswick High School on
October 5, besting six other bands in their division. Band Leaders receive the
awards. Pictured, from left to right, are: Julia Bieber, Geneva Gleason, Lauren
Nogan, Maria Lizzo and Sam Krause.

WHS Takes First in US
Bands Star Competition

WESTFIELD - The Westfield High
School Marching Blue Devils placed
first in the US Bands Gold Star compe-
tition at South Brunswick High School
on October 5, besting six other bands in
their division.

Following their strong second place
performance the week before, the
Marching Blue Devils were also
awarded Best Music, and, for the sec-
ond straight time, Best Color Guard.

The band opened with their show-
case piece, “Dream,” a tribute to the
50th anniversary of Martin Luther
King’s famous “I Have a Dream”
speech.

Band Director Chris Vitale said, “The
students worked hard the week be-
tween both competitions to refine their
performance and master additional vi-
sual improvements to their routines.
Everything went really well on Satur-
day night, and the students had a spec-
tacular performance. The most impor-
tant thing, though, is that they were
very happy coming off the field, and
the positive results were just icing on
the cake.”

Band President and Horn Sergeant,
David Gruskin stated, “Performing
under the lights for an energetic crowd
is a great experience; there is no better
feeling than marching off the field after
an amazing performance.”

The Marching Blue Devils are slated
to perform next at the New Jersey State
Championship at Rutgers University
on Saturday, October 19, competing
against 20 other high school bands in
their division.

“At this point in the season, most
bands are comfortable with getting
through the music and drill in their

shows,” said Mr. Gruskin. “In the week
between now and States, our band will
be working to reach the next level,
which comes from a strict attention to
detail.”

“We talk to the students about con-
tinuing to have high standards for them-
selves. The show is constantly evolv-
ing to what we hope will be an effec-
tive, emotional and refined final prod-
uct. It’s important that the band stays
grounded, humble, and focused on the
big picture – our final competitive per-
formance in Annapolis in November.”

Westfield Residents Invited to School
Bond Meeting on October 30

WESTFIELD – Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Dolan invites the
public to attend an information ses-
sion on Wednesday, October 30, from
7 – 8 p.m. in the Roosevelt Interme-
diate School cafeteria meeting room
at the 301 Clark Street side entrance.

The meeting is being held to pro-
vide details and to answer questions
regarding the district’s bond referen-
dum, which will be on the Tuesday,
November 5, ballot. The referendum
is required by the State Department
of Education to give Westfield voters
the opportunity to accept new state
aid for the Westfield roof projects
scheduled for the summer of 2014.

If approved, the referendum will
supersede the one passed in Decem-
ber 2012 and will result in a $2.7
million reduction in Westfield taxes
over the life of the bond, according to
Business Administrator Dana
Sullivan, who will join Dr. Dolan at
the October 30 information session.

“The roof project already had been

approved by voters in a December
2012 bond referendum, but without
state aid,” stated Dr. Dolan. “Aid had
not been available for years. When
state grant applications became avail-
able this May, Westfield successfully
applied for the state aid on the roofs
scheduled for repair next summer.”

 “This aid would directly result in
a $2.7 million reduction in Westfield
taxes over the life of the bond; how-
ever, it is not automatic and requires
the approval of voters,” advised Dr.
Dolan. “If the replacement bond is
not approved by Westfield voters,
Westfield will lose the $2.7 million
grant opportunity for the roofing
work, and the previously passed ref-
erendum will remain in effect. The
roofs will still be repaired – but with-
out state aid and at no reduction in
taxes,” she explained.

In addition to the October 30 meet-
ing, information on the replacement
bond is available at
www.westfieldnjk12.org/novbond.

Special Ed. Discussion
Set For October 23

WESTFIELD – Join the Westfield
Special Education Community for
an evening of education and insight-
ful conversation on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 23, at 7:30 p.m., at the Edison
Intermediate School Library, 800
Rahway Avenue, Westfield.

It is very important as a parent, or
advocate of a child with special needs
to know and understand your basic
rights in special education under the
Individuals with Disabilities Educa-
tion Act (IDEA) 2004, the State Spe-
cial Education Code 2006 and Sec-
tion 504 of the Vocational Rehabili-
tation Act.

This program is free and all par-
ents, teachers, and advocates are in-
vited to attend. CEU’S (1.5 credits)
will be offered free of charge to edu-
cators. Pre-registration is not required.
For further information, visit
w w w . w e s t f i e l d n j k 1 2 . o r g /
specialedparents.

HEALTHY U…Jefferson students and teachers kick off their “Healthy U”
campaign sponsored by Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield and the Westfield Area
YMCA. Pictured are physical education teacher Bill Mellott and students
Amanda White, Jessica White and Ethan Composto.

Mother Seton to Host
Open House Nov. 4

CLARK - Mother Seton Regional
High School will host “High School
Night,” an open house for girls in
grades 5 to 8, on Monday, November
4, at 7:30 p.m. at the school, located
at One Valley Road, Clark.

***
Mother Seton will present The

Sound of Music on Friday, November
22,  and Saturday, November 23, at
7:30 p.m., and Sunday, November
24, at 2 p.m. For more information
call (732) 382-1952.


