
Page 4  Thursday, October 17, 2013 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Jeff Gruman
SALES MANAGER

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING PRODUCTION

Robert P. Connelly
BUSINESS OPERATIONS

The Westfield Leader
Legal Newspaper for the Borough of Fanwood

And the Township of Scotch Plains

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

P. O. Box 368
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

Published every Thursday by Watchung Communications, Inc.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $33 • Two-year – $62 • Three-year – $90
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —

The ScotThe ScotThe ScotThe ScotThe Scotch Plains–Fch Plains–Fch Plains–Fch Plains–Fch Plains–Fanwoodanwoodanwoodanwoodanwood

TTTTTimes imes imes imes imes Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959

Members of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association • Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association • Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Paul Peyton
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Betsey Burgdorf
EDUCATION & ARTS

Legal Newspaper for the Town of Westfield,
Boroughs of Mountainside and Garwood

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Rahway, New JerseyPeriodicals – Postage Paid at Rahway, New Jersey

And the County of Union, NJ.

www.goleader.com/subscribe

Letters to the Editor
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Diction Deception

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

More Letters
on Page 8

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Horarious – Enduring for only an

hour or two
2. Plouter – To wade in water with a

splashing noise
3. Schelly – A whitefish
4. Halophilous – Salt-loving, as plants

native to salty soils

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

TEW
1. To hurry or work fussily
2. A cicada
3. The palm of the hand
4. Moist; dewy

LORIOT
1. The golden oriole of Europe
2. A cover or protective coating
3. A kind of railway baggage truck
4. A worthless fellow; tramp

POEPHAGOUS
1. Excessively fond of literature
2. Feeding on decaying organic matter
3. Eating or swallowing gravel or stones
4. Grass eating

POIKILONYMY
1. Condition characterized by mal-

formed and oversized nonnulcleated red
blood corpuscle

2. The mingling of names or terms
from different systems of nomenclature

3. The act or an instance of seizing;
impounding

4. Division into groups of a thousand

Governing Should Be
About Coming

Together
At one time political extremists

were called radicals and reactionar-
ies. Liberal and conservative weren’t
pejoratives, and governing wasn’t so
polarized. What happened to mod-
eration and respect for honest differ-
ences in political philosophy? It’s
time we get back to calling extremes
for what they are, and empower liber-
als, moderates and conservatives to
once again come together to forge
workable solutions through thought-
ful, constructive debate and compro-
mise. Any elected official, from ei-
ther side of the aisle, who doesn’t
sincerely “show up at the table” has
betrayed the constitutional steward-
ship entrusted to them by their con-
stituents, and should be retired at the
next election.

Politics is about issues and com-
peting ideas which tend to separate
people. Governing should be about
coming together, bridging those dif-
ferences in our, the people’s, shared
best interests.

Enough is enough. It’s time our
public servants roll-up their sleeves
and prove, once and for all, whether
our trust has been placed wisely, or
squandered. If our government is bro-
ken, it’s only because our leaders
have failed to govern.

Christian M. Abeel
(Westfield Town Council, 1985-1990)

Scotch Plains

Pedestrians Need to Be Looking
First Before Entering Crosswalk

As a frequent driver and pedestrian
in our local towns I’d like to offer a
possible solution to the car/pedes-
trian accidents that continue to hap-
pen all too often. Give cars the right-
of-way!

If cars have the right-of-way, pe-
destrians have to stop and look both
ways before crossing. Isn’t that what
we should be doing? How many times
do you watch people strut down the
sidewalk and into a crosswalk with-
out hesitation or even stopping to
look. “Pedestrians have the right of
way – we don’t have to stop,” “if we
get hit we can sue.” If a pedestrian
gets hit by a car they lose – every
time.

OK, so most people stop and look,
they see a car coming but they’re 200
feet away and have plenty of time to
stop so they head into the crosswalk.

Unfortunately, the driver doesn’t see
the pedestrian in time, maybe it’s
dark, maybe the sun is setting in their
eyes, maybe they’re talking on the
phone (illegal but still deadly to pe-
destrians), or many other reasons. If
the car has the right-of-way a pedes-
trian wouldn’t step into a crosswalk
expecting a car to stop, they have to
wait until it passed.

Maybe more lights and crossing
guards would need to be hired to in
heavy traffic areas, but let me use the
logic used all too often. “If it saves
just one life isn’t it worth it?”

Ok, so this new law will never
happen so maybe as pedestrians we
can just stop, look and make sure we
can get across the crosswalk safely
before entering it.

Craig Nowlin
Scotch Plains

Paper Should Report on Commissions
That Have Not Been Covered

I was so dismayed to read in a
recent letter in this paper that the Tree
Preservation Commission has not met
in three years. If that is true -some-
thing is wrong with that, especially
when you consider how many trees
were lost in Hurricane Sandy and the
October snowstorm of the year prior
- I forget about the fact that we had a
resident killed by a fallen tree branch.

I started to think about the Historic
Preservation Commission – of which
I was a member for many years – and
noted the almost complete absence
of any mentions of it in your paper.
As I was pondering whether to inves-
tigate that absence (as there are so
many things that have not been at-
tended to in town where the commis-
sion should be involved, like the miss-
ing top of our historic firehouse for
one) when I ran into the Betty List
who I thought was still the chairman
of the Historic Preservation Com-
mission – a true Westfield Icon I
might add – and I asked what was
going on with the firehouse and other
preservation issues?

To my complete dismay, she said
the Mayor had not reappointed her or
anyone who was on the commission
for all those many years. I asked her
why that would be as it was such an
active commission and had done so
much for the town. She said that The
Mayor said that there are many other
Westfielders who want to help and
step up to serve. While I can under-
stand that, I think then it is time for a
report (published in your paper) to
the people on what is going on with
the Historic Preservation Commis-
sion these last few years. Why is one
of our few National Register Historic
Landmark’s in town – the firehouse –

still missing its top after it was re-
moved for safety reasons quite a few
years ago. What else is being done or
has been done? The same questions
can be asked for the other town boards
and commissions. Westfield has a
long history of selfless service from
residents helping the town. For good-
ness sake, I lived in fear of missing a
Historic Preservation meeting as the
committee was so dedicated that I
often felt like a student cramming my
homework in the night before a meet-
ing, as I did not dare attend and not
have something to add.

To the Mayor, I say that it is your
responsibility to seek out and appoint
people who care and carry on the
tasks of our town with their
volunteerism. It is up to you (Mr.
Mayor) to check on them and make
sure they are contributing to our town
or decide if they should they be reap-
pointed with another qualified per-
son. If there is one thing I know about
this town it is that there are plenty of
caring people who are also qualified
and who want to make a difference to
help. To those serving on any town
boards, committees or commission
in town, I applaud your service, for it
is a labor of love. But if you do not
have the time – and that happens to all
of us at one time or another – please
step down and let this mayor (or the
next one) appoint someone else who
does.

Since we are getting close to the
next election, I think it is the perfect
time to see what has been going on
with the boards and commissions that
have not been reported on regularly
in our town paper.

Todd Evans
Mountainside

Westfielders Should Vote Yes
On Referendum to Get State Aid

The Westfield Board of Education
is in the process of repairing the roofs
of our 11 buildings with funding pro-
vided by a bond referendum that was
passed by voters in December 2012.
Since that time, the State of New
Jersey has made available to school
districts, additional aid that can be
used to cover a portion of the cost of
projects like the replacement of roofs.
The roofs that are scheduled to be
repaired next summer are eligible for
this additional aid (approximately
$2.7 million over the life of the bonds)
but only if the voters of Westfield
pass a “replacement” referendum on
November 5th, 2013. This is not ad-
ditional funding but, in fact, a re-
placement of a portion of the funding
that was approved by taxpayers in
December 2012. This is the legally
required procedure to obtain these
state aid funds.

I will be voting Yes on this referen-
dum so that the Westfield residents
will benefit from this state aid, which
will help to reduce the tax levy used
to support our school roof projects. If
the November 5th school bond refer-
endum is not approved, the previ-
ously passed referendum (December
2012) will remain in effect. The roofs
will still be repaired – but without
state aid and at no reduction in taxes.
If you are not going to be in town on
November 5th, you can apply for an
absentee ballot by mail at ucnj.org/
wp-content/uploads/2010/08/vote-
mail-ballot-012712-uni.pdf. More
information on the proposed referen-
dum is at www.westfieldnjk12.org/
novbond.

Please remember to vote.
Mark Friedman, Finance Chair

Westfield Board of Education

Thanks to All Who
Gave My Son Gifts

After Pit-bull Attack
I wish to publicly thank the won-

derful people that reached out to me
and my family after my 12-year-old
son, John, was attacked by a Pit-bull.
I do not personally know all of the
people who contributed to the gener-
ous gifts of “delivery now” gift cer-
tificates and other items given to my
son John and my family, which makes
it all the more comforting.

A special thanks to Williams Nurs-
ery for all their kind gifts and sup-
port.

A dear friend said, “It really does
take a village to raise our children,”
and this I believe to be true. The
Westfield community really does pull
together in times of need, and I am
thankful to be part of this wonderful
town.

Thank you for all of your love and
support. After many hours of sur-
gery, and time to heal my son John is
recuperating with remarkable
progress.

Elaine Benedict Kwok
Westfield

Rich Don’t Deserve to Be Scorned;
They Show How All Can Succeed

Please Help Me Supply
Clean Water to Ghana
My name is Jenna Sharkey and I am a

resident of Westfield currently attending
Virginia Tech. I was recently selected to
become a fellow with Community Water
Solutions; it’s a non-profit organization
that implements water businesses
throughout water-stressed communities
in Ghana. I’ll be traveling to Ghana for
three weeks this winter to help imple-
ment a permanent and sustainable system
for supplying clean water to an entire
community, and as a fellow I am respon-
sible for raising the necessary funds.

I was wondering if there was any chance
I could run a small ad in the paper to help
spread the word about my endeavors and
possibly gain a few donations? Please let
me know. I have a website through which
anyone can donate, and even the smallest
amount counts! www.crowdrise.com/
jennascwsfundra iser / fundra iser /
jennasharkey.

Jenna Sharkey
Westfield

Suppose you worked hard all your life.
You busted your hump, you saved and
invested, you took risks and slowly but
surely you went from rags to riches. The
Good Lord rewarded you for your ef-
forts. You made the right decisions, put
in the long hours and you succeeded.
Because of this, you purchased yourself
a nice home for you and your family,
your business is raking in a great deal of
money, the customers are pleased and
happy and you can smile.

But not for long.
There are those in this society, espe-

cially in the mainstream press, in
academia, in government, in the
blogoshere and elsewhere, who believe
that they are justified to foster class an-
ger, jealousy and envy and want to see
people like you punished. These people
believe that because you became suc-
cessful, that they have the duty and the
right to take a portion or half of what you
have earned. They petition the govern-
ment to use its force to do their bidding.

These people believe that they are en-
titled, even though the toil and sweat
came from your brow. This is sad, yet this
is what those in government, and those
who lobby government, believe is “just.”
What this all shows is the literal bank-
ruptcy not only of the class envy argu-
ments that have permeated American
society for over 100 years, but of the
policy and philosophy of wealth redistri-
bution and the policy of “social justice.”
These policies have done nothing more
but foster division, hate and misery.

If the poor, as well as the middle class,
want to be successful in this land, they
must first learn to shun the voices of

negativity and division, the voices that
pit class against class, brother against
brother and sister against sister. They
should remove all obstacles and all im-
pediments that make the American dream
difficult to obtain. As for the so-called
rich, they do not deserve scorn and hate.
They should be looked at as examples
and a reminder to all that if they could
succeed so can all of us.

Alex Pugliese
Kenilworth

It Is My Goal to Ensure Westfield Remains Safe, Affordable
Beginning with my first campaign

for town council in 2009, I walked
door-to-door in Westfield’s Fourth
Ward to hear your thoughts for im-
proving our great town. The ideas
you shared with me are the issues I
am focused on as a member of town
council. It is my goal to make sure
Westfield remains a safe and afford-
able place for you to live and for your
children to establish their first home.

During my first campaign, I
pledged to keep municipal spending
(and your property taxes) as low as
possible. Upon taking office, we
implemented a town-wide govern-
ment hiring freeze to reduce the tax-
payer cost of running our local gov-
ernment. Four years later, we cut the
town payroll by 20 percent without
laying off any employees.

Further, our municipal employee
salaries have decreased each year
since I have been on council. In fact,
current spending on town wages is
below that of 2006. Although the
town keeps only 16.8 percent of your
total property tax bill (the majority
goes to the county and schools), we
were able to maintain our outstand-
ing police, fire, and public works
services. While budget concerns are
always paramount, I will never let the
budget compromise public safety. The
reforms led by Mayor Andy Skibitsky
have preserved these essential ser-
vices and produced a lower total bud-
get than before I took office.

I also promised to look for creative
ways to decrease the municipal por-

tion of your property tax bill. During
my three years as a member of the
Westfield Memorial Library Board
of Trustees, I led efforts to identify
and return approximately $366,000
in surplus funds to the town in order
to reduce reliance on property taxes.
This money came from surplus funds
only and had no impact on the opera-
tions of our outstanding library. I will

continue with efforts similar to these
in my second term.

I always welcome all suggestions
on how to make Westfield an even
better place to live. As always, please
contact me with your ideas for our
town.

Councilman Keith Loughlin
Candidate, Town Council

Fourth Ward Westfield

Westfield Needs to Become A
Bicycle-Friendly Community

When you run a campaign for of-
fice, as I am doing for Town Council,
4th Ward, you have to share with
everyone the vision for the town that
you have. If you do not have any
vision for this town, you should not
be running.

One of the visions that I have for
Westfield is to make it more bicycle
friendly. It is no accident that you do
not see that many adults riding bikes
about town – for good reason — it is
hazardous. I know of at least one
serious bicycle accident to a friend of
mine and have been told of several
near misses. I have also encountered
people who say that they either ride
very locally (like around the immedi-
ate neighborhood), or not at all. I
personally have encountered some
close calls riding a bike in Westfield.

We need to make this town more
bike friendly for a number of rea-
sons. First, it is a healthy way to get
around, rather than riding a short
distance in a car. Secondly, it is en-

ergy efficient. Thirdly, our children
who cannot drive a car, but who want
to go a significant distance without
walking or being driven by their par-
ents, should be able to do so safely
without close calls and traffic inter-
ference.

How do we do this? I am not saying
it will be easy. Bike lanes would be
most welcome, but unfortunately,
many of the streets in Westfield do
not have the room for bike lanes.
When I was on Council, we were able
to make bike lanes in Tamaques Park
and perhaps we can do it elsewhere.
The issue needs to be studied and
possibly integrated with the parking
issues that still beset this town, about
which I will be writing in the future.

But first, we have to have envision
this happening, and to do that, we
have to elect people with vision.

John J. Walsh
Candidate, Town Council

Fourth Ward Westfield

County Tax Levy 63 Years Later
Which cuts deeper into the local property tax dollar —

county or municipal government? As county expendi-
tures soar, increasing shares of the local tax dollar are
being taken for support of county government, And it
probably will come as a surprise to many people to learn
that in nearly 250 New Jersey municipalities, the local tax
collector collects more tax for the county government
than for his own municipality. Under New Jersey law,
county government reaches into the local property tax
pocket for its principal financial support.

Each year, after the county estimates its costs the
municipalities within its borders are billed their share of
the total. This is prorated on the basis of the equalized
(evaluated) share of property within each municipality.
The municipal tax collector then collects the county tax,
along with school and municipal taxes in one billing.
Frequently in the process, the taxpayer loses sight of the
relative burden of county taxes.

Filling in this oversight, a compilation by the New
Jersey Taxpayers Association shows that the levy for
county purposes (1960) will exceed the levy for munici-

pal government in 242 of 567 municipalities in New
Jersey, or 43 percent of the total number.

In 1954, 35 percent of all municipalities paid out more
of their levy for county government than for their own.

A breakdown of the statewide figures showed then that
of the 21 municipal governments in Union County, the
county levy exceeds the municipal levy in two munici-
palities - The Westfield Leader, October 27, 1960.

Sixty-two years later (2012), few still realize that if a
property owner defaults on taxes owed to the town, the
town still must pay the county and the school system.

Any shortfall in tax collections resulting from default is
borne by the town.

Today in Westfield, 60-65 percent of property tax goes
to schools, over 20 percent to the county. The town is left
with the remainder, the smallest portion.

In aggregate amount, Westfield of 30,000 population
pays about the highest amount to the county ($31 mil-
lion), more than $1,000 per person per year; whereas
Elizabeth with a population of 120,000 pays about $260
per person per year.

I LIKE IKE


