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TOP OF THE TICKET... Union County Freeholder candidate Ira Geiger meets
with Governor Chris Christie.

Garwood Voters Urged to Suggest
Questions for Council Candidates

GARWOOD – All Garwood resi-
dents have been invited to attend a
pre-election debate involving the
three candidates for Borough Coun-
cil and urged to suggest questions to
be put to the participants.

The event will take place at 7:30
p.m. on Thursday, October 24, at The
Pointe, the condominium complex
between Maple and Chestnut Streets.
Proposed questions may be sent in
advance to
PointeForum@gmail.com.

“Our time will be limited,” said
Christine Spear, the president of the
condominium, “so we may not be
able to raise every suggested ques-
tion. But we’d like to deal as com-
pletely as possible with the issues
that concern Garwood residents.”

She cited as topics likely to be
discussed taxes, the potential for
shared services with nearby towns,
the possibility of a borough-wide re-
valuation and the redevelopment of
North and South Avenues.

The candidates, who are seeking
two open seats on the council, are
Mike Martin, a Republican; Jim
Mathieu, a Conservative Republican;
and Bruce Paterson, a registered
Democrat who is running as an inde-
pendent write-in candidate.

The election is unusual because
the Democrats did not make any
nomination and the Republicans did
not endorse Mr. Mathieu, an incum-
bent who ran on their ticket in 2010.
Mr. Paterson, who makes regular
appearances at council meetings, has
said that he is not running as a Demo-
crat because he does not support the
Union County Freeholders, all of
whom are Democrats.

Light refreshments will be served
after the debate, which will be held in
the clubhouse at The Pointe. Parking
is available in the large lot behind the
commercial buildings on North Av-
enue between Maple and Chestnut
Streets. A stairway leads from the lot
to the clubhouse.

Join BootCamp WF Oct. 23
At Westfield Running Co.

WESTFIELD — Now is your
chance to get into shape before the
holidays! The next session of
BootCampWF, Westfield’s premier,
healthy-living outdoor fitness train-
ing program, runs October 28 to De-
cember 12. BootCampWF workouts
are offered Monday through Friday
at 5:45 and 9:15 a.m., and Saturdays
at 8 a.m. BCWF Lite, a gentler ver-
sion, is held Tuesday and Thursday at
9:15 a.m. All workouts are at
Tamaques Park.

For detailed information, visit
www.BootCampWF.com.

To kick off the new session, ALL
are welcome to join us for wine and
cheese at the Westfield Running Com-
pany on Wednesday, October 23, at 7
p.m. You will meet the BCWF in-

structors and talk to some veterans.
The Running Company will have dis-
counts and raffles. One lucky winner
will receive a FREE six-week BCWF
session!! All attendees get 10 percent
off any BCWF Fall Session II pack-
age.

BootCampWF will kick off the
BCWF 100-Day Burpee Challenge:

October 28 to February 4. Commit
to the BCWF Burpee Challenge and
get a FREE T-shirt on completion!
ALL ARE WELCOME – GET YOUR
KIDS, FAMILY AND FRIENDS
INVOLVED…and in shape while
they’re at it! Enlist today!

For more information, please visit
www.BootCampWF.com.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Watchdog Seeks Release
Of GeneratorGate Report

COUNTY - The Union County
Watchdog Association (UCWA) has
filed a lawsuit in State Superior Court
asking the court to grant access to a
report of the Union County prosecu-
tor that was prepared with respect to
the unauthorized use of county gen-
erators during and after the Super
Storm Sandy emergency.

Oral arguments are scheduled to
be heard on Friday, October 11, at 9
a.m. in Judge Lisa F. Chrystal’s cham-
bers at the Union County Courthouse
in Elizabeth.

According to excerpts released
from the lawsuit, this matter is not a
criminal matter, as made clear on
June 10, 2013 in a memorandum by
former Union County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow, which stated that “the
employees’ actions do not rise to the
level of criminal activity.”

Second, the personnel exemption
does not apply because the report by
the Union County Prosecutor’s Of-

fice was not part of an internal person-
nel investigation. Third, in the event the
prosecutor’s report is not disclosed
under OPRA (Open Public Records
Act), then the prosecutor’s report should
be disclosed under the common law
right of access because, in the words of
Union County Prosecutor Romankow,
“it is important that our residents have
faith that government equipment is
being used for the public good, not for
the personal benefit of the employees
who are supposed to be serving those
same residents.”

“The county argues in part that
disclosure of the prosecutor’s report
would seriously jeopardize the meth-
odology of how this investigation
was conducted thereby destroying
the sacredness of how the prosecutor’s
office performs their duties,” accord-
ing to a press release from UCWA
attorney Walter M. Luers.

County spokesman Sebsastian D’Elia
had no comment on the litigation.

LESSON IN GOVERNMENT...Westfield Councilman Keith Loughlin speaks about
municipal government with the 3rd grade GT class at Edison Intermediate School.

STRATEGY MEETING...Union County Republican Freeholders candidates
Marc Krauss, Mark Martini and Ira Geiger attend a special Republican Union
County Municipal Chair Strategy meeting in Rahway. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Glenn Mortimer, Mountainside  councilman;  Phil Morin,county GOP
chairman, Mr. Krauss, Mr. Martini, and Mr. Geiger, and Westfield Councilman
Keith Loughlin.

Westfield Awarded $20,000
Sustainable Jersey Grant

WESTFIELD — Sustainable Jer-
sey representatives announced that
the Town of Westfield has been
awarded a Sustainable Jersey Small
Grant. The Town of Westfield is one
of just eight municipalities in New
Jersey to receive a Sustainable Jersey
Small Grant at the $20,000 level. The
2013 Sustainable Jersey Small Grants
Program funded in part by Walmart is
providing $380,000 in grants to local
governments for sustainability
projects.

“Recycling is one of the best and
most doable ways to protect and pre-
serve our precious natural resources.
Expanding the recycling capacity at
the (Westfield) Conservation Center
will have an ongoing positive impact
on the town and the environment
because a higher volume and greater
variety of materials will be recycled
over the course of time and, there-
fore, the volume of recyclable mate-
rials in the solid waste stream would
forever be reduced. I thank Sustain-
able Jersey and Walmart for their
foresight and consideration. As I have
often said, the environment is a gift,
one that should be nurtured in perpe-
tuity,” Westfield Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky said.

The Sustainable Jersey Grant will
provide necessary capital to expand
the physical operations of the Westfield
Conservation Center which will pro-
vide residents with additional recy-
cling opportunities. The Conservation
Center currently has recycling con-
tainers for commingled recyclables,
paper, cardboard, electronic waste and
scrap metal. By expanding the opera-
tions of the site, residents will be pro-
vided with additional recycling op-
portunities, including, but not limited
to, items such as clothing, white goods,
additional types of plastics, bulbs,
batteries and more.

“Walmart is incredibly proud of
the success of the Sustainable Jersey
Small Grant Program,” said Philip

Serghini, director of public affairs
for Walmart in New Jersey. “In a few
short years Walmart has funded over
$1 million to the municipalities of
our state to advance our commitment
to environmental sustainability.”

A core element of the Sustainable
Jersey program is to direct funding
and resources to municipalities to aid
them in making progress. Currently,
70 percent of New Jersey’s towns and
cities (398 towns across all 21 coun-
ties) have registered with Sustainable
Jersey. “The impact that these projects
will make in New Jersey is incred-
ible,” said Pam Mount, chair of the
Sustainable Jersey Board of Trust-
ees. “Aiding towns and Green Teams
to achieve their sustainability goals
by funding green initiatives will have
a ripple effect that will benefit us all.”

Sustainable Jersey is a certifica-
tion program for municipalities and
schools in New Jersey. Launched in
2009, Sustainable Jersey is a non-
profit, nonpartisan organization that
supports community efforts to re-
duce waste, cut greenhouse gas emis-
sions, and improve environmental
equity. It provides tools, training and
financial incentives to support and
reward communities as they pursue
sustainability programs. Sustainable
Jersey’s partners include the New
Jersey State League of Municipali-
ties, The Sustainability Institute at
The College of New Jersey, the New
Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection and the New Jersey Board
of Public Utilities (BPU). Program
sponsors include the Geraldine R.
Dodge Foundation, the Surdna Foun-
dation, Walmart, PSEG, South Jersey
Gas, New Jersey Natural Gas, Church
and Dwight, Covanta Energy, En-
ergy Solve, Terhune Orchards, United
Water, Bayshore Recycling,
EcoMatters, Waste Management of
New Jersey, Phoenix Advisors, Con-
cord Engineering and the New Jersey
Food Council.

DEDICATION OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING...Union County Freeholder Bette
Jane Kowalski, third from left, attends the ribbon-cutting and dedication cer-
emony of the Jack and Margaret Myers Senior Residences in Rahway. She is
joined by Father Kelly of the Newark Archdiocese, left, Rahway Mayor Samson
Steinman, second from left, Domus Corporation C.E.O. John Westervelt, second
from right, and Archbishop of Newark John J. Myers, right. (Photo courtesy of
Brandon Givens, County of Union).

Death of Daughter Leads to
Run for Assembly by Lazare

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Describing her-
self as fiscally conservative but so-
cially liberal, for Summit attorney
Jill Lazare, the turning point for run-
ning for state Assembly was the death
of her 23-year-old daughter, Brooke,
to a drug overdose on May 8, 2012.

“She is the reason I am running,” Ms.
Lazare said. “Brooke had broken up
with her boyfriend and she was fixed
up with another guy, and he pumped
her with drugs, heroin, and left her to
die in [a] hotel room in Elizabeth.”

“As a result, I became involved
with the Drug Policy Alliance...What
I learned was that death from a drug
overdose has become the number-
one cause of accidental death in New
Jersey,” she said during an interview
with The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

A matrimonial and commercial liti-
gation attorney, she was asked to tes-
tify in support of a bill in Trenton for
wider education and access to Nalox-
one, an FDA-approved antidote for
drug overdoses from opioids, which
include heroin.

She testified before a Senate commit-
tee in January and before the Assembly
Health and Senior Services Committee
in February, where she saw Assembly-
woman Nancy Munoz (R-21, Summit)
was a member of the committee.

Ms. Lazare said she approached the
Assemblywoman in the hallway and
told the lawmaker, “I am here to tes-
tify on the Naloxone bill because it is
my position if this had been in effect at
the time my daughter was dying of an
overdose, she may very well be here
today. And she (Asw. Munoz) looked
at me like I had three heads and said,
‘Why ever would you think that?’ I
was really surprised...I clarified how
maybe the motel would have had
Naloxone and somebody could have
saved her, and she goes, ‘Well, you
don’t mean to say you would have us
issue this to the addicts, do you?’’

“I really did not expect this...I de-
cided that I was going to help some-
one else to take her seat. I didn’t want
her representing me anymore....If she
didn’t care about a grieving mother
who was a neighbor, who the heck is
she going to care about?”

Later in 2012, Ms. Lazare was one
of the two dozen parents who at-
tended the bill signing of the Good
Samaritan Emergency Response Act
with Governor Chris Christie and Jon

Bon Jovi, that gives people immunity
from arrest if they call 911 to report
an overdose even if they are using
drugs at the time. The Good Samari-
tan Emergency Response Act, which
was initially vetoed by the Governor,
was combined with the Naloxone
bill, Ms. Lazare said.

Following her run-in with Asw.
Munoz, Ms. Lazare said she contacted
the Union County Democratic Com-
mittee. The committee told her it did
not have a second Assembly candi-
date to join Cranford’s Norman Albert
on the party’s ticket. “They said, ‘if
you want to run, we’ll back you up.’”

“So I am running,” Ms. Lazare
said.

“While I am a Democrat and have
been my whole life... I am not what
you would call a spender. I am the
opposite. I am very conservative in a
fiscal way. I hate paying a lot of taxes.
I hate paying a lot of property taxes.
I really want you to bring these taxes
under control,” Ms. Lazare said. “So-
cially, I am liberal.”

She said she supports the Marriage
Equality Act and seven of what she
said were “reasonable” gun laws that
she said Asw. Munoz opposed. “I’m
more the face of the district than she
is,” Ms. Lazare said.

As an Assemblywoman, Ms.
Lazare would be “accessible and ap-
proachable.”

“I like to help people. I like to be
instrumental in doing what you can to
leave this state in a better place than
you found it,” she said. “I think the
district needs someone who cares.”

Speaking on running in a strong
Republican district, the candidate
said, “Do I realize it’s an uphill battle?
Absolutely. Of course it’s an uphill
battle. Democrats never won the dis-
trict.” But, she said, “If it can be done,
I promise you I will do it.”

“I would like to think that I would
be a very good if not excellent
assemblyperson. I’m an attorney. I
know how to read bills, I would know
how to write bills, know how to work
with people; I know how to negotiate
with people,” Ms. Lazare said.

She said she has “always been po-
litically inclined,” beginning with
going door-to-door for Democratic
Presidential candidate George
McGovern in 1972.

“I’ve always been of the position
that you cannot complain if you do
not get involved. You have to be pas-
sionate. you have to care,” she said.


