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HAIL COLUMBUS!…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Chapter of UNICO National, the Italian-American Club of Scotch
Plains and the Knights of Columbus 5730 Council hosted a Columbus Day ceremony last Saturday morning in front of the
municipal building in Scotch Plains. The Westfield Community Band Brass Quintet Ensemble performed.

BACK IN TIME…The Osborn Cannonball House Museum, located at 1840
Front Street in Scotch Plains, will be open on Saturday, October 19, from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. and Sunday, October 20, from noon to 5 p.m. as part of the Union County
“Four Centuries in a Weekend” event. Featuring a display of news articles and
period clothing of “Lincoln vs. Kennedy,” the display shows the differences and
the similarities within the 100 years between the two presidents. Visitors also can
view the newly acquired 1880s Mason and Hamlin reed pump organ. Costumed
guides will conduct tours. The museum also is open the first Sunday of each month
from 2 to 4 p.m. For more information, visit historicalsocietyspfnj.org.

Photo courtesy of Stan Peters
GOVERNMENT PROTEST...Residents gather at the New Jersey Vietnam
Veterans Memorial in Holmdel on Sunday to protest the government shut-
down and the treatment of vets in its wake. The gathering was to coincide with
the Million Vet March Rally in Washington, D.C.

Runnells Nurses Union Seeks
Worker, Patient Protections
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — Representatives of
the Health Professionals and Allied
Employees (HPAE) Local 5112, rep-
resenting 60 registered nurses at
Runnells Specialized Hospital, asked
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders last Thursday to provide
assurances that employee contracts
would be protected under any future
operators of the Berkeley Heights
facility.

The county went out for a request
for proposals last month following a
report that showed the hospital, which
has a 300-bed licensed long-term care
unit and a 44-bed adult psychiatric
care unit, was being subsidized by
the county to the tune of $17 million
as of the end of 2011, mostly due to
declining reimbursements for Med-
icaid and Medicare.

“The Union County Improvement
Authority (UCIA) is conducting a
competitive procurement process to
solicit qualifications and proposals
from firms interested in purchasing
or leasing all or part of the property
and/or operations of the Runnells
Specialized Hospital in Berkeley
Heights,” according to the RFP avail-
able on the UCIA website. “It is the
goal of the County of Union and the
authority to select a proposer and a
plan for Runnells that will be the
most beneficial to the patients and to
the county and its residents.”

Proposals are due by Tuesday,
December 10.

“The request for proposals for sale
or lease of Runnells Hospital issued
in September by the Union County
Freeholders and improvement author-

ity contained no guidelines, no pro-
tections and no benchmarks for main-
taining quality of care and services,
protecting the rights and working
conditions of nurses and staff, or tax-
payer accountability, or access to care
for our residents,” Ann Howarth, vice-
president of HPAE Local 5112, told
the board in a prepared statement.

“Now that the process has started,
the potential buyers have had a bid-
ders’ conference and this week have
toured our hospital. Yet many major
questions remain unanswered,” she
added.

“The RFP says an undetermined
number of beds will be reserved for
county residents or public needs.
When will we know how many beds
are being considered?” asked Ms.
Howarth as part of a series of ques-
tions posed by the union. “We ask
that the RFP be amended to include
basic patient and worker protections,
allowing Runnells Specialized Hos-
pital to remain open to the commu-
nity and residents of Union County
and reducing the chances that delays
will lead to additional losses for the
county.”

Jonathan Williams, UCIA coun-
sel, said the RFP process on Runnells
“will continue to be transparent.”

In responding to comments from
the public, Freeholder Vice-Chair-
man Chris Hudak said that no “pre-
determined decision” has been made
on Runnells.

“We’ve had a very transparent and
thorough process in working with the
hospital,” Mr. Hudak said, noting that
safety for residents would be consid-
ered as part of “whatever outcome is

F-SP Consolidation Commission
Discusses Funding For Study
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By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Consolidation Com-
mission Chairman Don Parisi told
the commission last Thursday that he
had met with potential bidders to do
the study in a pre-submission infor-
mation session to discuss the terms of
the Requests For Proposals (RFPs).

Mr. Parisi said earlier in the day
that he had met with five potential
bidders who might be interested in
conducting the study to see if the
residents of both towns are interested
in consolidation, how much it would
cost, along with the collection and

analysis of data to be used in the
study. He said one bidder suggested
the study be done in two phases,
collection of data and then analysis
of data. The commission vetoed that
suggestion. Members said they
wanted the job to go out for bid one
time, not twice.

Mr. Parisi told the commissioners
that he and Vice-Chairman Anthony
DiBattista had opened a bank ac-
count at Investors Savings in Scotch

Plains with the $5,000 seed money
the commission received from Cour-
age to Connect N.J. The commis-
sioners then discussed purchasing
insurance, specifically, for liability
and for errors and omissions which
might be incurred during the course
of the study. No decision was made
on that topic.

Fred Lange, of the commission’s
finance committee, said he contacted

SP-F BOE Awards Tenure to
40+ Teachers, Administrators

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Before the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education meeting held last Thurs-
day, Superintendent of Schools Mar-
garet Hayes and members of the board
awarded more than 40 participants
tenure in a formal ceremony.

Principal of Park Middle School,
Lisa Rebimbas, had the most staff
members receiving tenure and ad-
dressed the audience by calling them
her “power team.”

She stated, “This group represents
each part of our school, who all show
a love and passion for teaching.” She
noted that there were employees rep-
resenting the physical education de-
partment, music department, special
services and classroom teachers.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) had seven staff mem-
bers receiving tenure while Terrill
Middle School had six. Coles, Ever-

green, McGinn and School One also
had teachers receiving tenure. In ad-
dition, administrators Ryan Miller
from the athletic department, John
Veninger from the math department
and Sasha Slocum, principal of
McGinn School, were honored.

Board President Trip Whitehouse
stated, “I want to thank the princi-
pals, supervisors, colleagues and
mentors for their time in this process.
I also want to thank the teachers and
staff members receiving their tenure
for the evenings and weekends that
you gave up to prepare for your
classes. Keep up the good work.”

In other business, students from
the high school’s Students Against
Destructive Decisions (SADD) group
gave a presentation and showed their
newly aired “Share the Road” Public
Service Announcement (PSA) to au-
dience members. The students had
won a national contest enabling them
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SP Ordinance Re: Parker Gardens
Development Expected In Nov.
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council is likely to introduce an
ordinance next month to expand the
zoning at Parker Gardens on Terrill
Road to allow a company to develop
the property into a retirement com-
munity.

Baltimore-based Shelter Develop-
ment LLC is seeking to purchase the
10-acre Parker Gardens property and
then build 240 apartment units for
persons primarily in their 80s and
90s, according to Shelter’s vice-presi-
dent, David Holland. At the council’s

business meeting on Tuesday, Mr.
Holland detailed his company’s plans
for the site, reiterating much of what
he had said two weeks earlier at a
council conference meeting. Due to
the less-publicized nature of that ear-
lier meeting, Shelter representatives
were asked to speak this week —
before a larger audience and in front
of television cameras — about the
proposed development.

The entire property is set to be
converted into a three-story apart-
ment complex, which Mr. Holland
described as a “quiet use” facility,
with construction planned in two

phases — 180 units built first and
then an additional 60 developed in a
second phase. It’s expected that about
150 full- and part-time jobs will be
created, and Mr. Holland told the
council that the positions would be
filled by people from the area. He
estimated an 18-month construction
period and said the first phase of the
facility could open by late 2016 or
early 2017.

Two weeks ago, council members
had expressed concerns about the
impact of the new facility — with its
elderly population — on township
emergency services, specifically the
volunteer rescue squad. Mr. Holland
said this week he had spoken with
Dan Sullivan, a captain with the
Scotch Plains Rescue Squad, about
the potential for excessive calls and
said that Shelter anticipated contract-
ing with a private ambulance-type
service for emergencies, with the lo-
cal squad being used “as a last re-
sort.” Mr. Sullivan told the council
this week that he believed “we can
find a balance” in spite of what he
predicted would be a rise in the num-
ber of emergency calls to the new
facility.

Councilman Michael Marcus urged
that agreements between the rescue
squad and the new facility be formal-
ized and Councilman William Vastine
broached the idea of Shelter making
some type of a monetary contribu-
tion to the local squad.

During his presentation, Mr. Hol-
land also pointed out that the new
facility could result in about $750,000
in annual property tax revenues for
the township vs. the $44,000 in prop-
erty taxes paid by Parker Gardens.
Mayor Kevin Glover pointed out,
though, that the municipal govern-
ment will directly receive less than
20 percent — or about $150,000 —
of that amount, with the rest ear-
marked for the board of education
and the county government.

The mayor was the lone vote against
the proposal to introduce the ordi-
nance to alter the zoning at the prop-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

PPPPPAAAAAGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3, 19
Editorial ........ 4-5, 8
Police ............ 6
Community.....6-7, 19-20
Obituary ........ 20

Education ...... 9, 17, 19
Sports ............ 11-17
Real Estate .... 11-15
Classifieds ..... 19
A&E............17-18, 21-22

FW Council Remembers
Engineer Dominic Carrino

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Fanwood’s gov-
erning body postponed its regular
meeting by a half hour, as members
returned from a wake for Town Engi-
neer Dominic Carrino, who passed
away on Friday after a brief battle
with cancer.

Mr. Carrino, who served Fanwood
for six years, was vice-president and
manager of Public Works at T&M
Associates, and a resident of
Livingston, where he was a member

of the planning board. He is survived
by his wife, Connie; two daughters
and several grandchildren.

“Everything that you see in town
that people give me or the council
credit for — his fingerprints and hand-
prints are all over it,” said Mayor
Colleen Mahr, remembering Mr.
Carrino’s contributions.

The council subsequently turned
from sad news to celebrate recent
accomplishments and to announce a
variety of upcoming meetings and
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Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
FIRE PREVENTION WEEK...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and Councilman
Kevin Boris acknowledge Fire Prevention Week at Tuesday night’s Borough
Council meeting with a resolution presented to Fanwood Fire Chief John Piccola
and Assistant Chiefs Dave Zawodniak and Steve Szanto.


