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GET OUT AND VOTE...Westfield Third Ward Council candidate David Oliveira
is joined by Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, Councilman Mark LoGrippo, Council-
man Keith Loughlin, and supporters at a “Get Out the Vote” campaign event in
the Third Ward.

SUPPORTER OF THE ARTS...This past weekend, the New Jersey Festival
Orchestra, in collaboration with the Opera at Florham, presented Verdi's Aida
for its season opener.  Pictured, left to right, are: Director of Marketing and
Public Relations for the New Jersey Festival Orchestra  Elizabeth Ryan,  Demo-
cratic candidate for Westfield Mayor Dave Haas, and Linda Doyle, executive
director of the New Jersey Festival Orchestra. Mr. Haas has been a long-time
supporter and patron of the orchestra, formerly known as the Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra.

Photo courtesy of Robin Lepore
MOLTO BELLA...Robin Lepore of Westfield enjoys The Westfield Leader and
the sunset over the Arno River while on a recent trip to Florence, Italy.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
DEMOCRATIC CHALLENGER...Jill Lazare of Summit, Democratic candi-
date for Assembly (District 21), meets with Westfield Leader editor Paul Peyton
on October 10 to discuss her platform. See story on page 2.

safety for residents would be consid-
ered as part of “whatever outcome is
the final outcome.”

“By all means, we’re not here to sit
up and automatically sell Runnells or
any of our assets in this county with-
out doing our due diligence, and our
intention is not to go out and sell this
property. We here are making sure
that we have all the information”
before making a final decision on
Runnells.

In other business, County Man-
ager Al Faella said the county is pur-
suing the return of $200,000 from
Niel Palmieri, former director of fa-
cilities management for Union
County, who pled guilty last week to
mail fraud that occurred over a five-
year period. Also charged was Ber-
keley Heights resident Frank
Vicendese, owner of the Viva Group.

County Counsel Robert Barry said
under terms of both defendants’ plea
agreements, they have been ordered
to repay the county $100,000 each,
which must be completed before sen-
tencing.

At the start of the meeting, nine
organizations were recognized for
supporting the Union County Com-
munity Service Youth Offender Pro-
gram. Among them are the Down-
town Westfield Corporation, Fan-
wood-Scotch Plains Recycling Cen-
ter, the Kenilworth Veterans Center
and the Community FoodBank of
New Jersey in Hillside.

Also recognized Thursday was
former Westfield principal Kenneth
Shulack, head of human resources
for the Summit Public Schools. He
was honored for his 40th anniversary
on staff with the state’s Leadership
Training Conference for middle- and
high-school students in New Jersey.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
FITNESS MADE FUN...Kids gets harnessed in for rock climbing at the “7th
Grade Initiative” program at the Westfield Area Y on October 8.  The program
mixes physical fitness, exercise and nutrition with fun classes and social events for
local teens.

Consolidation Commission
Discusses Funding for Study

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Consolidation Com-
mission Chairman Don Parisi told
the commission last Thursday that
he had met with potential bidders to
do the study in a pre-submission
information session to discuss the
terms of the Requests For Proposals
(RFPs).

Mr. Parisi said earlier in the day
that he had met with five potential
bidders who might be interested in
conducting the study to see if the
residents of both towns are interested
in consolidation, how much it would
cost, along with the collection and
analysis of data to be used in the
study. He said one bidder suggested
the study be done in two phases,
collection of data and then analysis
of data. The commission vetoed that
suggestion. Members said they
wanted the job to go out for bid one
time, not twice.

Mr. Parisi told the commissioners
that he and Vice-Chairman Anthony
DiBattista had opened a bank ac-
count at Investors Savings in Scotch
Plains with the $5,000 seed money
the commission received from Cour-
age to Connect N.J. The commis-
sioners then discussed purchasing
insurance, specifically, for liability
and for errors and omissions which
might be incurred during the course
of the study. No decision was made
on that topic.

Fred Lange, of the commission’s
finance committee, said he contacted
a New York foundation clearinghouse
in an effort to look into possible fund-
ing, but was told to go to the Eliza-
beth Library, which contains a list of
foundations for possible funding

sources. Mr. Lange said his wife was
a former librarian at Rutgers Univer-
sity, and that they would go to Eliza-
beth to do the research.

Another finance committee mem-
ber, Ann Saltzman, said she had done
some foundation research online, and
discovered that many foundations had
restrictions on the grant money they
dispensed. “It’s a huge database,” she
said. She also said some foundations
only give to community development
projects. Eugene McCarthy, a con-
sultant to the commission from the
New Jersey Department of Commu-
nity Affairs, said a contract cannot be
offered to a bidder without the fund-
ing in place.

Matthew Juckes and Sarah
Dreikorn of the media committee said
they are in the process of setting up a
Facebook page to keep the residents
of both towns informed of the
commission’s progress. Commission
member Dan McCarey said he is
ready to post commission study news
on his blog on the ScotchPlains/Fan-
wood Patch. The commission’s e-mail
address is FSPCSC@gmail.com.

The commission discussed the pos-
sibility of funding if they attained 501c
status as a non-profit entity but came to
no decision.

The next meeting of the commission
will be held on Wednesday, November
13, at 7 p.m. in the board of education
meeting room at Evergreen School,
located on Evergreen Avenue in Scotch
Plains.

ficer.
“I’d like to congratulate all of our

new corporals,” stated Mountainside
Mayor Paul Mirabelli. “Knowing
them all for some time now, I think
the [police] committee did an excel-
lent job. I understand that there were
many qualified candidates
but…[you] were our most outstand-
ing. You’re truly officers that the
Borough of Mountainside is proud
of.

“And on behalf of the whole com-
munity, I want to congratulate our
new corporals and thank them for
their duty and service to the commu-
nity in making sure this is a safe and
a happy community and it has a lot
to do with these four gentlemen sit-
ting in front of us as well as the
whole Mountainside Police Depart-
ment. I commend all four of you,”
Mayor Mirabelli concluded.

During the council’s open com-
ments section, Mayor Mirabelli pro-
moted several events to occur in the
borough during the next few weeks.
“This weekend, Saturday, we have
the Mountainside PAL (Police Ath-
letic League) Cop Trot which will
kick off at Deerfield School at 8
[a.m.]. All those who are interested
can get information, [and] you can
still register at mountainsidepal.com.

“We also have the fall festival
which will also take place at
Deerfield School, which is presented
by the PTA (Parent-Teacher Asso-
ciation). It’s a fun time for all the
kids, for grandkids and for parents.
Everyone should support the com-
munity at both of those events,” the
mayor stated.

The fall festival will be held from
noon to 4 p.m. For more informa-
tion, visit the Mountainside PTA’s
page on Facebook.com.

“I don’t think we’re going to have
a public meeting before the antici-
pated move of the Levi Cory House,

which is scheduled to be moved on
November 2. So everyone should
come out and support the Mountain-
side Historic Society Committee,
who’s been very enthusiastic. The
third time, we hope, is going to be
the charm. So everyone should come
out and support that,” Mayor
Mirabelli stated.

The move was previously sched-
uled for August 24, but was delayed
due to structural concerns. The next
attempt was scheduled for October
5, but was again postponed. Accord-
ing to Mr. Debbie, this postpone-
ment was due to structural support
issues, as well as completion of the
excavation at its final destination.

The Levi Cory House’s move of
approximately three quarters of a
mile to Constitution Plaza, adjacent
to the Mountainside Public Library
and the Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House, is anticipated to last three to
four hours, depending on road con-
ditions and weather.

The next borough council meet-
ing open to the public is scheduled
for Tuesday, November 5, at 8 p.m.,
at the Mountainside Borough Hall.
This meeting will be the council’s
regular work session.
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Mountainside Council

proficient to proficient or advanced
proficient,” she said.

Grade 8 is well above the state in
language arts in proficient and ad-
vanced proficient.

It was reported that scores in grades
4 and 8 in NJASK Science were well
above the state average in proficient
and advanced proficient. “We always
do very well in science,” Ms. Emmons
said.

Ms. Emmons also discussed the
Common Core State Standards. She
said the district needs to prepare stu-
dents to take the test on computers,
since the Common Core will begin
having students take tests that way.

“I have to say, with the test scores
and infusing the Common Core in it,
I expected a decrease but I didn’t see
as much as I was afraid of and that is
a testament to our teachers and staff
at Lincoln School,” Ms. Emmons said.

In liaison reports, board member
Amanda Langston, liaison to the Par-
ent-Teacher Association (PTA), said
the PTA will use Gourmet Foods,
Square Art and Popcorn Factory sales
as fundraisers. She said the PTA raised
$1,000 in its car wash recently. The
PTA will hold a clothing drive this
Saturday, October 19, and a trick-or-
trunk event on Saturday, October 26.

Lincoln School students have six
posters in the anti-drug
preventionlinks.org poster contest.
The board asked residents to go online
and vote this week for Garwood stu-
dents’ posters.

In the superintendent’s report, Su-
perintendent Teresa Quigley gave a
six-month report from January to June
2013. It listed one instance of vio-
lence and vandalism and four harass-
ment and bullying incidents.

Student growth objectives are go-
ing to be put in place Friday, Novem-
ber 15, Superintendent Quigley said.
The objectives will spell out “Where
are my students and where do I want
them to be in June?” Ms. Quigley
said.

Tom Spera, buildings and grounds
supervisor, said the sign out in front
of Lincoln School was down for a
repair to a broken hinge and has now
been reinstalled.

Plaster on the old ceiling concealed
above the newer drop ceiling is be-
ginning to flake off and crumble, Mr.
Spera reported. He said it would need
to be repaired and he would begin to
get price estimates for the job. It also
may have to be tested for asbestos, he
said.

side of the lot. He added that he felt the
1999 circulation plan remedied prob-
lems with the previous traffic patterns.

He said with the proposal for two
two-way driveways it would likely send
most of the truck traffic across the store
entrance, creating an unsafe set of cir-
cumstances. Mr. Staiger added that any
design that mixes truck and passenger
car traffic is “not the preferred design”
and “typically you don’t see tractor
trailers crossing the main entrance of a
supermarket.”

All three alternative parking/circu-
lation plans that Mr. Staiger offered
move the driveway away from the store
entrance and put the bulk of the parking
closer to the store. He said his plans
eliminate the potential for pedestrian
conflict with truck traffic. However, he
did admit that his proposals create a
larger parking deficiency that Stop &
Shop’s proposal currently offers.

Testimony on this matter will con-
tinue at the next special planning board
meeting on Wednesday, October 30, at
7:30 p.m.
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Stop & Shop
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SP-F BOE Awards Tenure to
40+ Teachers, Administrators

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – Before the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education meeting held last Thurs-
day, Superintendent of Schools Mar-
garet Hayes and members of the
board awarded more than 40 partici-
pants tenure in a formal ceremony.

Principal of Park Middle School,
Lisa Rebimbas, had the most staff
members receiving tenure and ad-
dressed the audience by calling them
her “power team.”

She stated, “This group represents
each part of our school, who all
show a love and passion for teach-
ing.” She noted that there were em-
ployees representing the physical
education department, music depart-
ment, special services and classroom
teachers.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) had seven staff
members receiving tenure while
Terrill Middle School had six. Coles,
Evergreen, McGinn and School One
also had teachers receiving tenure.
In addition, administrators Ryan
Miller from the athletic department,
John Veninger from the math de-
partment and Sasha Slocum, princi-
pal of McGinn School, were hon-
ored.

Board President Trip Whitehouse
stated, “I want to thank the princi-
pals, supervisors, colleagues and
mentors for their time in this pro-
cess. I also want to thank the teach-
ers and staff members receiving their
tenure for the evenings and week-

ends that you gave up to prepare for
your classes. Keep up the good
work.”

In other business, students from
the high school’s Students Against
Destructive Decisions (SADD)
group gave a presentation and
showed their newly aired “Share the
Road” Public Service Announce-
ment (PSA) to audience members.
The students had won a national
contest enabling them to make the
PSA to warn drivers of blind spots,
merging, changing lanes and
tailgaiting.

SPFHS marketing teacher
Marjorie Fitzgibbon, advisor to the
group, addressed the audience, stat-
ing the PSA was done with pro-
ducer, Alan Weiss, and was intro-
duced on the Channel Five show
entitled “Fox Kid’s News.” She noted
that, “the students learned a lot about
the production process during the
making of the PSA.” She also said
the team of students who made the
PSA all attended the National SADD
conference which was held this past
summer in Orlando, Fla. She said
Fanwood roads were used during
the production of the PSA and that
the Fanwood Police Department
helped by closing the roads during
the taping.

The next board of education meet-
ing will be tonight, Thursday, Octo-
ber 17, at 7:30 p.m. in the adminis-
tration building at Evergreen Av-
enue and Cedar Street in Scotch
Plains. A presentation of the 2012-
2013 assessment report is scheduled.

provide some tax relief for the people
of Westfield. She continued, “We’re in
good shape. A lot of work has been
done this weekend at the Washington
and Roosevelt Schools.”

Assistant superintendent of Curricu-
lum Paul Piniero outlined the district’s
Five-Year Renewal Plan for 236 cur-
riculum and 13 content areas. He
stressed implementation, evaluation,
revision and changes in assessment.
He also stressed careful alignment to
the most up-to-date standards. “The
quality of our work is due to the input
of the teachers in this process,” Mr.
Piniero said.

Finance Committee Chairman Mark
Friedman asked the board to approve a
gift of $150 from the Westfield Coali-
tion for the Arts to McKinley Elemen-
tary School for a guest conductor to
spend a day rehearsing with the fifth-
grade chorus.

A public information session on the
replacement bond referendum will be
conducted by Superintendent Dolan
and Ms. Sullivan on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 30, from 7 to 8 p.m. in the Roosevelt
Intermediate School cafeteria meeting
room, located at 301 Clark Street.

The next regular meeting of the board
will take place on Tuesday, November
5, at 7:30 p.m. in the Administration
Building, located at 302 Elm Street.
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Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader
HAIL COLUMBUS!…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Chapter of UNICO Na-
tional, the Italian-American Club of Scotch Plains and the Knights of Columbus
5730 Council hosted a Columbus Day ceremony last Saturday morning in front
of the municipal building in Scotch Plains. The Westfield Community Band Brass
Quintet Ensemble performed.


