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WELL DONE...Gideon Lee of Troop 273 at Jefferson School in Westfield completed his Eagle Scout project with the help
of 70 volunteers at the Prefontaine Trail at Tamaques Park on October 13.

Susan Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
PEDALS FOR PROGRESS...Westfield Rotary members Byron Miller, Ray
Kostyack, Chairman Warren Rorden and Bill Henderson help run the bike drive
held in the parking lot of the Westfield Board of Education building on October 12.
The Westfield Rotary has participated in the Pedals for Progress, an international
organization that sends bicycles to third world nations, for 18 consecutive years.
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GOVERNMENT PROTEST...Residents gather at the New Jersey Vietnam
Veterans Memorial in Holmdel on Sunday to protest the government shutdown
and the treatment of veterans in its wake. The gathering was to coincide with the
Million Vet March Rally in Washington, D.C.

Runnells Nurses Union Seeks
Worker, Patient Protections

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — Representatives of
the Health Professionals and Allied
Employees (HPAE) Local 5112, rep-
resenting 60 registered nurses at
Runnells Specialized Hospital, asked
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders last Thursday to provide
assurances that employee contracts
would be protected under any future
operators of the Berkeley Heights
facility.

The county went out for a request
for proposals last month following a
report that showed the hospital, which
has a 300-bed licensed long-term care
unit and a 44-bed adult psychiatric
care unit, was being subsidized by
the county to the tune of $17 million
as of the end of 2011, mostly due to
declining reimbursements for Med-
icaid and Medicare.

“The Union County Improvement
Authority (UCIA) is conducting a
competitive procurement process to
solicit qualifications and proposals
from firms interested in purchasing
or leasing all or part of the property
and/or operations of the Runnells
Specialized Hospital in Berkeley
Heights,” according to the RFP avail-
able on the UCIA website. “It is the
goal of the County of Union and the
authority to select a proposer and a
plan for Runnells that will be the
most beneficial to the patients and to
the county and its residents.”

Proposals are due by Tuesday,
December 10.

“The request for proposals for sale
or lease of Runnells Hospital issued
in September by the Union County

Freeholders and improvement author-
ity contained no guidelines, no pro-
tections and no benchmarks for main-
taining quality of care and services,
protecting the rights and working
conditions of nurses and staff, or tax-
payer accountability, or access to care
for our residents,” Ann Howarth, vice-
president of HPAE Local 5112, told
the board in a prepared statement.

“Now that the process has started,
the potential buyers have had a bid-
ders’ conference and this week have
toured our hospital. Yet many major
questions remain unanswered,” she
added.

“The RFP says an undetermined
number of beds will be reserved for
county residents or public needs.
When will we know how many beds
are being considered?” asked Ms.
Howarth as part of a series of ques-
tions posed by the union. “We ask
that the RFP be amended to include
basic patient and worker protections,
allowing Runnells Specialized Hos-
pital to remain open to the commu-
nity and residents of Union County
and reducing the chances that delays
will lead to additional losses for the
county.”

Jonathan Williams, UCIA coun-
sel, said the RFP process on Runnells
“will continue to be transparent.”

In responding to comments from
the public, Freeholder Vice-Chair-
man Chris Hudak said that no “pre-
determined decision” has been made
on Runnells.

“We’ve had a very transparent and
thorough process in working with the
hospital,” Mr. Hudak said, noting that

Stop & Shop Objector Offers
Alternative Parking Plans

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At last week’s plan-
ning board meeting, testimony contin-
ued as part of the Stop & Shop expan-
sion application, with an objector of-
fering different plans for the parking
lot.

As previously reported, the com-
pany plans to demolish two office build-
ings at 203 and 195 Elm Street to
enlarge the parking area and increase
the store’s square footage from 35,426
square feet to 53,555 square feet.

Attorney Howard Geneslaw of the
Gibbons law firm in Newark is repre-
senting Stop & Shop, while Ronald
Gasiorowski of Gasiorowski and

Holobinko in Red Bank is representing
objector James Hughes of Massachu-
setts Street.

Joseph Staiger, the objector’s traffic
engineer, said that the basement was
not used in calculations for the required
number of parking spaces. On cross-
examination by Mr. Geneslaw, Mr.
Staiger read from the plans that por-
tions of the basement were used in the
parking calculation.

Mr. Staiger also said that at peak

times, especially on weekends, the store
would need 210 to 265 parking spaces,
where only 147 are proposed.

Mr. Staiger said that between 1983
and 1999 the parking lot had two en-
trances and one exit, with all traffic
exiting across the entrance of the store.
In 1999 that changed to today’s traffic
pattern of one entrance and two exits,
which, according to Mr. Staiger, makes
truck traffic more likely to exit at the far
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Dominic A. Lagano for The Westfield Leader
CONGRATULATIONS...Four Mountainside p atrolmen were sworn in as corporals
on Tuesday night at the Borough Council meeting. Pictured, left to right, are: Michael
Jackson, Thomas Norton, Donald Amberg and Richard Huber.

NJ ASK Test Results Are
Presented to Garwood BOE

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD  –  Lincoln School
Principal Mary Emmons presented
to the board of education Tuesday the
2013 NJASK test score results for
grades 3 to 8. Results were from the
school year 2012-2013. Percentages
were based on three levels - partially
proficient, proficient and advanced
proficient - in both mathematics and
language arts.

Third-grade students were above
the state average in proficient for
mathematics and language arts.

Fourth graders tested low on all
three levels in mathematics and lan-
guage arts. “This is a grade we are
trying to work on a lot,” Ms. Emmons
said. “This particular grade has a
higher amount than average of spe-
cial ed or 504,” she said. Section 504
is a part of the Rehabilitation Act of
1973 that prohibits discrimination
based upon disability.

A language-arts coach was added
to the fourth grade last year. “We will

be doing other interventions this year
with this group,” Ms. Emmons said.

Grade 5 advanced proficient per-
centages went up, she said, and were
above the state average in both math-
ematics and language arts.

Sixth-grade scores in mathematics
showed a higher percentage of stu-
dents only partially proficient in math
and were below state averages in
advanced proficient. Ms. Emmons
said for two-and-a-half months, sixth-
grade math had a substitute teacher.
“Although our  person was good,
nothing beats your home teacher,”
Ms. Emmons said.

Sixth-grade language arts scores
were about on par with the state aver-
age in all three levels.

Seventh-grade showed students
testing as partially proficient in math,
well above state average, as well as
testing well above state average in
advanced proficient. “This class is
very unusual,” Ms. Emmons said.
“We have to work to get partially
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MS Council Promotes Four
Patrolmen to Corporal

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — During its
regular public meeting Tuesday night,
the Mountainside Borough Council
promoted four members of the Moun-
tainside Police Department from pa-
trolman to corporal in a ceremony filled
with family members and other mem-
bers of the public.

Citing a need to fill vacancies in the
position of corporal with “highly quali-
fied individuals,” Council President and
Mountainside Police Commissioner
Keith Turner read the resolution pro-
moting the patrolmen, which was then

passed unanimously by the council.
Donald Amberg, Richard Huber,

Michael Jackson and Thomas Norton
were sworn in by Mr. Turner and Moun-
tainside Chief of Police James Debbie.
They were assisted by family mem-
bers, who pinned on the officers’ new
badge.

Chief Debbie also made known that
Corporal Jackson was given a detective
corporal badge as he was assigned to
the Detective Bureau and will be over-
seeing its operations.

The officers average 15 years of
experience as a law enforcement of-
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Dolan Honored by WF BOE as
Superintendent of the Year

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – On Tuesday evening,
the board of education honored Super-
intendent of Schools Margaret Dolan
for being named Union County Super-
intendent of the Year. A reception fol-
lowed the short ceremony.

Superintendent Dolan received a
plaque from Judith Rattner, superin-
tendent of the Berkeley Heights school
district and president of the Union
County Superintendents and Adminis-
trators Association.

“Ms. Dolan is always talking about
the Westfield district students and their
achievements,” Ms. Rattner said.

Also present to honor Superinten-
dent Dolan was Richard Bozza, execu-
tive director of the New Jersey School
Administrators Association, which rep-
resents all the school districts in the 21
counties of the state. “There is no greater
honor than when you are recognized
by your colleagues. She [Ms. Dolan]
has worked with the county and the
state,” Mr. Bozza said.

Ms. Dolan expressed her thanks for
the award, stating, “This award is for
the Westfield Public Schools because
the students have worked so hard. We
have a wealth of diversity in our sys-
tem. You always have to ask, are you
succeeding? Over 99 percent of our

students have graduated. The reason
why we succeed is the adults, the board
of education, which serves endless
hours, and the parents who support our
children. We have teachers with the
right certification and commitment to
the children. The students are great,
bright, inquisitive and challenging.”

Superintendent Dolan was further
honored by Audrey Zavetz, principal
of Lincoln School and president of the
Westfield Supervisors and Administra-
tors Association; Kim Schumacher,
president of the Westfield Education
Association; Kate Flescher, president
of the Parent Teacher Council; West-
field High School senior Alexandra
Derman, and former board member
Jane Clancy. Ms. Dolan’s husband,
WCBS newsman Richard Lamb,
praised her constant concern for the
students. During the reception, board
member Mitch Slater said, “She’s the
hardest working woman in Westfield.”

Following the reception, the board
reconvened and Superintendent Dolan
outlined the programs for the Week of
Respect, which, she said, is required by
the state to counteract harassment, in-
timidation and bullying (HIB). Part of
a short film, A Teen’s Guide to Autism,
by Westfield student Alexandra
Jackman, was shown. The aim of the
film is to explain to students the effects
of autism on some of their peers. The
film was followed by PowerPoint pre-
sentations on the Week of Violence
Awareness and also on violence, van-
dalism, HIB and substance abuse in the
Westfield district.

In other business, Dana Sullivan,
board secretary/business administra-
tor, urged the public to support the
replacement bond referendum on the
ballot during the General Election on
Tuesday, November 5. She said that of
the $13.6 million that had been ap-
proved for school repairs by Westfield
voters last December, $6.9 million was
used this summer for roof replace-
ments and other repairs. She said of the
$6.84 million remaining for future re-
pairs, the $2 million in state aid West-
field would get if the replacement bond
is approved would offset the cost and
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