
BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-9  Thursday, October 10, 2013

goleader.com/ballyhoo

said he would find similar ordi-
nances.

Councilman Jim Mathieu said
he was against passing an ordi-
nance applying to existing prop-
erties because it would be passed
with specific property owners in
mind. “I don’t want anyone to be
subject to something tomorrow
they were not subject to today,”
he said. “However, if we use this
prospectively for situations like
this, I would really have no prob-
lems with that at all.”

In other meeting business,
council members approved a
five-year agreement with Union
County that will give the
Garwood Fire Department ac-
cess to a ladder truck. Under the
agreement, the borough will
store the ladder truck in its cen-
ter bay and will bring it to the
county’s training academy when
needed, about 10 times a year.
The borough will cover the main-
tenance; the county will cover
all major repairs.

Council President Sara Todisco
and Mr. Nierstedt proposed do-
nating uneaten bread from area
restaurants to Garwood’s se-
niors. Mr. Nierstedt said he saw
staff at an unnamed restaurant
throwing out a four-foot-high
paper bag of bread when he and
his wife were taking an evening
walk. Ms. Todisco said she
checked with the health depart-
ment, and said donating the
bread would not be a problem.
She said ideally, the county
would have a truck drive around
to all the restaurants and collect
bread at the end of the night and
bring it to food banks.

“We’d have to also see if we
could bring in another organiza-
tion if we wanted to expand it
beyond the seniors,” she said.
“The bread gets thrown away
anyway. Really, if anybody would
like it, why not? We’re not going
to check their income for it.”

Ms. Todisco reported that Union
County Freeholders adopted a

resolution on September 26 to
improve the intersection of South
Avenue and Center Street. She
said there will be a study done
on traffic flow and the lights will
be “changed and timed to better
meet the needs of the traffic and
pedestrians.”

Council members approved the
purchase of a spreader and plow
for the dump truck. Four bids
were accepted. The contract was
awarded to Trius, Inc. of
Bohemia, N.Y., in the amount of
$35,797.

Mr. Renaud informed council
members that the borough’s in-

have,” she said.
Some of the problems in the

downtown, she said, are poor
maintenance of empty lots,
weeds growing in tree wells, and
litter. Also, she said, there is a
disconnect in communication
between township departments,
which has caused projects to stall.

One of these stalled projects is
a $500,000 grant from the New
Jersey Department of Transpor-
tation to be used for pedestrian
walkways and landscaping by the
train station. Cranford was first
named a Transit Village in 2003,
and the grant comes from that
designation. The grant has been
given three extensions and is
awaiting completion of specifica-
tions by the township engineer
and then it would go out to bid,
Ms. Prunty said.

“It will improve traffic circula-
tion and pedestrian traffic,” Ms.
Prunty said of the improvements.

“It’s another opportunity lost,”
said planning board member, and
former township mayor, Dan
Aschenbach.

When asked who on the plan-
ning board knew of the grant,
only about half of the members
raised their hands. The board

was dismayed that the grant has
not been put into action. The
board had said the engineer is
overloaded, and has been fo-
cused on flood issues.

The tools Ms. Prunty said she
needs to improve the down-
town are, “We meet more of-
ten. We work particularly on
critical sites that have the op-
portunity for investment. And,
more importantly, we are speak-
ing the same language,” Ms.
Prunty said.

“We don’t have, as a commu-
nity and those in charge…a clear
message as to what we want to
do, and how we get there…When
people stop seeing this as a
place to invest…we will limp
along,” Ms. Prunty said. She
asked for a vision statement.
When investors have ap-
proached her about what the
township wants in its downtown,
she said she did not have an
answer for them, because there
is no vision statement set in
place.

The Office of Business and Eco-
nomic Development was sched-
uled to present a strategic plan
to the township committee on
Tuesday.

Board Discusses CR Downtown

Garwood Bor. Council Eyes Destroyed Dwellings
surance company will pay for the
removal of “dirty” soil at the
Athletic Field Complex. When Mr.
Nierstedt asked why the con-
tractor was not paying for it, Mr.
Renaud said the council would
have to go into executive session
for the explanation. Council mem-
bers went into executive session
at the conclusion of the meeting.

Mayor Quattrocchi announced
that representatives from the
borough’s Office of Emergency
Management will be at the Tues-
day, October 22 meeting to an-
swer questions about hurricane
preparation.

HORROR…The R&B singing street urchins of Skid Row in Cranford Dramatic
Club’s production of Little Shop of Horrors, pictured, left to right, are: Melrose
Johnson (Chrystal), Eden Rahming (Chiffon), Shari Gill (Ronnette).

Little Shop of Horrors Opens
CDC Theatre’s 95th Season
CRANFORD - Little Shop of Hor-

rors, book and lyrics by Howard
Ashman, music by Alan Menken,
will bring the music and man-
eating-plants of Skid Row to
Cranford from Friday, October
11, through Saturday, October
26, in the Cranford Dramatic
Club’s (CDC) season opener.

Floral assistant Seymour
Krelborn becomes an overnight
sensation when he discovers an
exotic plant, Audrey II, with a
mysterious craving for fresh
blood. Tuneful and hilarious, with
tongue planted firmly in cheek,
this affectionate spoof of 1950s
sci-fi spotlights a new crop of
talent.

The show is directed by Alan
Van Antwerp. “As a first time
Director at CDC, I get to kick-off
the theatre’s 95th season with a

show that is perfect for the Hal-
loween season. I’ve also had the
unique experience of designing
and building our new, never be-
fore seen, man-eating-plant. The
audience is going to love Audrey
II,’ said Mr. Antwerp. “Chris
Abbott, our puppeteer, has been
able to give each version of the
plant its’ own personality.”

In his first appearance at CDC,
Sean Marcus Moton is the voice
of the plant. “This role is like
being the villain for a dark Disney
feature!” Mr. Moton said. “Per-
forming from offstage, with the
audience getting just your voice,
lets you lose yourself and you are
free to go a little crazy. ”

CDC President Liz Howard, a
longtime CDC member, is pro-
ducing Little Shop of Horrors.
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