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Cranford Council Institutes
Eatery Re-inspection Fines

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee on Tuesday approved
an ordinance setting out increases
in fines each time a retail food
establishment fails a health in-
spection.

The new law was necessitated,
according to Commissioner Kevin
Campbell, by several recent in-
stances where local restaurants
failed their annual inspections
multiple times, which required
health inspectors — “at a cost to
taxpayers,” Mr. Campbell noted
— to revisit the establishments.

The Westfield Regional Health
Department handles health inspec-
tions for Cranford. A “conditionally
satisfactory” rating is given when
a restaurant has one or more vio-
lations needing to be addressed.
The ordinance passed at the
committee’s regular meeting this
week sets out a series of fines
when a re-inspection is needed. A
fine of $100 will result for a first re-
inspection; $200 for a second in-
spection, and $400 and a manda-
tory appearance before the board
of health for a third.

In other business, resident
George Collins presented the com-
mittee with a petition requesting
speed bumps on MacArthur Street
and Lexington Avenue, saying that
cars — often at high speeds — use
the two streets as shortcuts be-
tween Raritan Road and Walnut
Avenue. Mayor Thomas Hannen,
Jr. said the police department
will look into the matter and
make recommendations to the
committee.

Township Administrator Joseph
Hartnett said that two bids for the
annual road resurfacing program
will be opened on Friday, October
18, and expressed confidence that
work can begin “as soon as pos-
sible.” Centennial Avenue between
Raritan Road and North Avenue

will be closed for paving on Thurs-
day and Friday nights.

The committee currently is in
the midst of seeking a new town-
ship administrator to replace Mr.
Hartnett, a position that Com-
missioner Andis Kalnins called
“one of the most important” in
the township government. Mr.
Hartnett has submitted his res-
ignation, but that did not pre-
vent Robert D’Ambola, a Re-
publican running for a seat on
the committee next month, from
praising Mr. Hartnett’s perfor-
mance, which he described as “ex-
tremely impressive,” and asking
the township committee to do what
it could to retain Mr. Hartnett.

The four candidates for the two
committee seats will debate on
Thursday, October 24, at 8 p.m. at
the municipal building. Mr.
D’Ambola and his running mate,
Mary O’Connor, will square off
against Commissioner Campbell,
who is running for a second term,
and Delly Howard.

Deputy Mayor Edward O’Malley
said the annual Rubber Ducky
Derby will be held at Sperry Park
Falls at North Union Avenue Bridge
on Sunday, October 13, at 4 p.m.
after the annual Cranford Street
Fair and Music Festival take place
throughout the downtown on Sun-
day from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Park-
ing and admission will be free. Mr.
Campbell reminded residents that
the annual river cleanup will take
place on Saturday, October 19,
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

At the start of the meeting, mem-
bers of Girl Scout Troop No. 40115
led the committee in the salute to
the flag. And Deputy Mayor O’Malley
presented certificates to four local
businesses — Fire Me Up Studio,
Old City Café and Grill, Nail Plaza
and The Porch Salon, for their ef-
forts in adopting environmentally-
sustainable practices as part of the
town’s Go Green initiative.

Plan. Bd. Discusses Future of
CF Downtown at Workshop

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Director of the
Office of Business and Economic
Development for the township,
Kathleen Miller Prunty, led a dis-
cussion with the planning board
Wednesday that focused on the
future of the downtown.

The Office of Business and Eco-
nomic Development is the town-
ship department charged with
economic revitalization and mar-
keting for the special improve-
ment district (SID), an area com-
prised of 223 properties and more
than 300 businesses located in
the SID; 190 retail uses in ap-
proximately 309,000 square feet;
approximately 50,000 square
feet of office space; and almost
1,000 apartments/condo units in

the SID and immediate area,
according to its website.

Ms. Prunty said the downtown
should ideally attract empty nest-
ers and 20- to 30-year-olds in
order to thrive. To attract this
population, she said the down-
town should become a place to
socialize, have public spaces that
are welcoming, and have cul-
tural activities.

“Our business community is
predominantly small business in-
dependent owners — and that is
a good thing,” Ms. Prunty said.
She said Cranford should not try
to mimic Westfield and attract
large national chain stores, but
rather create something that sets
Cranford apart.

“We need to embrace what we

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Council members
asked Borough Attorney Bob
Renaud on Tuesday to investi-
gate the plausibility of an ordi-
nance requiring property own-
ers to remove a building’s foun-
dation within a set time period
after the structure has been
declared uninhabitable and
razed.

The matter stemmed from
properties on Second Avenue
and Center Street destroyed by
fire in the past year.

Both have been leveled to the
foundations but have remained
dormant since their destruction.

Councilman Bill Nierstedt sug-
gested the ordinance during the
work session. He said most
homeowners are unaware that
their insurance does not cover
the foundation of their home,
leaving some properties to be-
come blighted. He said remov-
ing a foundation costs a “pretty
penny.”

Not only are the properties
eyesores but they also could
become health hazards by be-
coming places where stagnant
water could gather and become
a breeding ground for insects,
and thus diseases like West Nile
virus, Mayor Pat Quattrocchi
said.

While the owner of the Second
Avenue property has submitted
plans to rebuild, the Center
Street property owner has not,
according to Mr. Nierstedt. He
added that the Second Avenue
homeowner’s application is in-
complete.

 “I would like to see if the
council would advance some
action...we don’t want any type
of tragedy like that to happen
where we don’t have something
that requires a property owner
to do something after a certain

period of time.”
Mr. Renaud said the borough

has adopted portions of the BOCA
National Property Maintenance
Code from 1996. He said he has
not reviewed the document but
has been told that it does not
require what Mr. Nierstedt sug-
gested. Neither does the prop-
erty maintenance code or the
construction code, he added.

He expressed reservations over
the enforceability of such an or-
dinance. He said he represented
a municipality where a home-
owner had a swing set, pool and
barbecue grill in the front yard,
much to the dismay of the neigh-
bors. “I don’t know that you can
write an ordinance to cover ev-
ery situation, because something
pops up occasionally,” he said.
“I’d like to see whether any other
municipalities have such ordi-

nances and how they deal with
them.”

Mr. Nierstedt reiterated that
“when you have something un-
fortunately happen like this, you
can’t allow that situation to lin-
ger because what happens is it
affects all their values. What’s
the purpose of zoning? To pro-
tect your property value. What’s
the purpose of property mainte-
nance? Protect your property
values.

“There has to be some
timeframe here to submit an
application; you get an approval
to build or you knock it down and
turn it to grass. But you cannot
allow the property to remain the
way it is today.”

He insisted that a “strongly
worded ordinance” was some-
thing the council could pass and

Garwood Borough Council Eyes
Destroyed Dwellings Ordinance
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