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Successful field goals by senior
Troy Ketler highlighted all but
the final 3:57 of the first half, but
a key interception late in the
fourth quarter by sophomore
defensive back Jack Schetelich
preserved a 13-12 victory for the
Cranford High School football
team over the Roselle Rams at
Memorial Field in Cranford on
October 4.

Cougar quarterback John
Oblachinski carried 25 times for
100 yards and completed five of
10 passes for 108 yards, includ-
ing a 48-yard touchdown strike
to running back Luke Christiano
just before halftime. Senior run-
ning back Donavin Walker car-
ried 18 times for 50 yards, Dan
Delayo had two carries for 15

yards and Christiano had three
carries for two yards and finished
with four receptions for 83 yards.
Wide receiver Jack McCaffrey had
a 25-yard reception.

On the first series of the game,
the 2-2 Cougars got on the
scoreboard first with a 15-play,
68-yard drive that was concluded
when Ketler, with Oblichinski
holding at the 27-yard line,
booted a 37-yard field goal with
4:30 remaining in the first quar-
ter. Thirteen of the plays came
via the run with Walker carrying
six times for 21 yards and
Oblachinski seven times for 28
yards. There was one incomplete
pass.

The Rams’ first drive stalled

quickly with the help of a solid
tackle from defensive back
Christiano. The Rams’ punt gave
the Cougars possession on the
Cranford 28 yard line. The Cou-
gars then rolled to midfield where
their drive also stalled and
Ketler’s punt at the start of the
second quarter stopped at the
Roselle 19.

The Rams spun their wheels
once again, thanks to a tipped
pass by Schetelich to force a
fourth down. Schetelich re-
turned the punt to the Roselle
47, but the Cougars failed to
capitalize and Ketler punted the
ball out at the Rams 15. Three
straight incomplete passes
forced a punt that rolled just to
the Roselle 38.

The Cougars rumbled to the
Rams’ 11 yard line where Ketler

split the uprights for a 28-yard
field goal with 3:57 remaining in
the half to make the score, 6-0.

On the ensuing kickoff, the
Rams got a huge return from
Khayri Huden to the Cranford 30.
Then on the first play, senior
quarterback Tyrone Crutchfield
hit Jean Athis with a little flea
flicker for the touchdown. The
point after failed, knotting the
score.

But the Cougars and Oblachinski
responded quickly when he hit
Christiano over the middle, re-
sulting in the 48-yard touchdown
reception. Ketler’s point after was
good, making the halftime score,
13-6.

Defense ruled the third quar-
ter, but in the fourth quarter,
Athis added another 30-yard
touchdown reception, but the

point after failed. Schetelich iced
the game with an interception
that he returned 25 yards with
time running down.

Senior co-captain Rob
DelSandro made five tackles as
did sophomore linebacker Niko
Cappelli, who was also involved
in a sack. Linebacker Colin
Scanlon and defensive end Steve
Baglieri each recorded four tack-
les. Lineman Nick Ballas had two
tackles and a solo sack. Linemen
Mike Pastor and Donnell Amaker
each recorded a pair of tackles
and were in on a sack. Christiano
finished with three tackles and
batted down two passes.

The Cougars will host Delaware
Valley at Memorial Field tomor-
row, October 11, at 7 p.m.
Roselle   0   6   0   6 12
Cranford   3 10   0   0 13

KETLER BOOTS TWO FIELD GOALS, OBLACHINSKI TO CHRISTIANO 48-YARD TOUCHDOWN

Cougar Footballers Hold Off Rams’ Late Comeback, 13-12
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