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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Hesitation at midfield gave the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys soccer team time to
seize the opportunity to set up
numerous fast-breaks and the
result was an overwhelming, 8-1
victory over the Cranford Cou-
gars in Scotch Plains on October
3.

Junior forward Justin Rodriques
and junior Christian Isolda, nor-
mally a defender who moved up
to the front, each netted a pair of
goals for the Raiders. Senior co-

captain Tom Trotter, on an assist
from co-captain Andrew Gee,
scored the lone Cougar goal.
Raider backup goalkeeper,
sophomore Tyler O’Brien, made
five saves.

“I actually thought that defen-
sively we had a game plan that
was really working. They had, by
my count, 16 off-sides called
against them this game. We had
that working for us. Unfortu-
nately, 50-50 balls in the midfield,
we weren’t controlling them. It’s
going to be tough to hold them
every time if we don’t control the

balls in the midfield, and that
was certainly our downfall to-
day,” Cougar Head Coach Greg
Campbell said.

The Raiders launched no less
than nine shots on goal in the
first half and 16 more in the
second half. A number of those
shots were deflected by the Cou-
gar backs, especially junior
sweeper Erik Monteagudo. Cou-
gar sophomore goalkeeper
Dominic Meliado made 11 saves,
especially two rifle shots from
Raider sophomore center
midfielder James Murphy.

“I think they were overmatched
personnel wise. It’s tough com-
ing in and knowing the power of
our team,” Raider Head Coach

Tom Breznitsky said.
Rodriques got past a defender,

got good position in the box and
tapped the ball past Meliado for
the first goal less than five min-
utes into the game. Eight min-
utes later, he sprinted with the
ball down the left-center unim-
peded, forcing Meliado to charge
forward, then drilled it in for the
second goal.

“I think the defense was pretty
slow. We dominated the game
and got past the defense. They
gave me the ball, because I was
quick to it. [First goal] It was
right in the box. [Second goal] I
took it by both defense men and
went right at it,” Rodriques said.

Rodriques had more glowing
opportunities just minutes later.
The best one came with a wide
open, unprotected net, but per-
haps in haste, he missed a roller
to the right.

“I don’t know how that hap-
pened. I wasn’t looking at the
goal. You always have to know
where the goal is. At that mo-
ment, I thought it was right there.
It happens,” Rodriques said.

“He should have had five. You
get a little anxious when it be-
comes that easy some times,”
Coach Breznitsky added.

With 18:20 remaining in the
first half, Raider Devin Glover
sped past the defenders and
made the score 3-0. Then with
2:07 left, Murphy rifled a bullet
from about 25 yards out.

J-ROD RAPS 2 GOALS, ISOLDA NETS 2, MURPHY, GLOVER, WALSH, RUBIN, TROTTER 1 EACH

Soccer Raiders ‘Overwhelm’ Cranford Cougar Boys, 8-1
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