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Oliveira Points to Bus. Adm.
Background In Council Run

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – David Oliveira
believes his skills as a school busi-
ness administrator and Certified Pub-
lic Accountant would be an asset if he
is elected as the next Westfield town
councilman from the Third Ward.
The current councilman, David Haas,
is running for mayor.

Employed the past two years as the
business administrator for the Clark
Public Schools, he previously was an
assistant principal in Clark and New-
ark, and a high-school business
teacher in Newark prior to that. He
previously lived in Ireland and Cali-
fornia, where he was a Certified Pub-
lic Accountant.

He decided to run for council after
living in town for 10 years, saying he
wants to keep Westfield a great town.
“I figured I might as well get in-
volved and lend my input and lend a
hand,” he said.

“My financial background and
working on a school budget, and be-
ing a CPA, are all things that I think
would be useful (as a councilman),”
he said.

“Clearly, the budget is an impor-
tant thing each year,” he said. “The
town, getting such a limited amount
of property-tax dollars, really has to
try to find a way to make it stretch
each year.”

He also believes he would be able
to provide the town administrator a
“knowledge base” on overlapping
issues between the town and the board
of education.

While knocking on doors as part of
his campaign, he found paving of
local streets was one of the issues
raised by residents.

“Based on the feedback I am get-
ting from the residents, I think that is
certainly something the residents
would like to see, because that is
actually a visual use of their tax dol-
lars,” Mr. Oliveira said. “Not only is
it productive and valuable to elimi-
nate the potholes and improve the
roads, but residents appreciate it be-
cause they see the use of their (tax)
dollars. Certainly, streets is an impor-
tant issue that I would like to focus
on.”

Pedestrian safety is another issue
that Mr. Oliveira wants to be involved
in.

“I think one of the beauties of our
downtown is the downtown, obvi-
ously, and the fact people do walk
around. There are a lot of pedestrians
in and around the downtown area,
and anything that can help to im-
prove their safety... [by] making
motorists aware and cognizant that
they have to slow down” he supports.

Looking at the municipal budget,
Mr. Oliveira said the bulk of the spend-
ing is for police, fire and public works.
“I’m certainly not going to come in
and say we need to cut those areas,
because those are services that are
needed....You certainly don’t want to
do anything that impacts safety in
town,” he said.

He said state and federal grants are
“always an area to explore” as well as
county grants.

On county grants he said, “We cer-
tainly want to make sure that we’re
applying for those where applicable
because we’re contributing a decent
amount of that percentage of those
county tax dollars, so to the extent
that we can get some of that back in
Westfield’s direction, it’s always use-
ful.”

On the council committee meeting
process, he does not know the ratio-
nale the governing body used for no
longer having committee meetings
open to the public. “I’m sure it was a
mixed council at that time and the
decision was made to eliminate it,”
he said.

He said the feedback he has gotten
is that residents generally contact
members on a particular council com-
mittee about an issue. “I think that a lot
of the input from the residents you see
comes from directly contacting coun-
cil members rather than necessarily
going and speaking at the public meet-
ing. So I do think the feedback is
getting to the council,” he said.

If elected, he said he would be
accessible to residents and would
“hear their input and utilize that when
I’m on the town council.” He said he
would be happy to meet with resi-
dents in their homes to discuss issues.

Noting that Westfield has a low
downtown vacancy rate, he said, “You
have to listen to the needs of the
business community downtown and
see how you can work with them and
still suit the needs of the residents of
the town.”

Sontz Focusing on Safety,
Maintenance of Town

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD  – Pedestrian safety,
including speeding, as well as how
the town allocates money for projects
from the municipal budget, are key
issues for Matt Sontz in his third
quest in six years for a seat on the
Westfield Town Council, represent-
ing the Third Ward.

When asked why he was running
again he responded, “I still feel like I
have a lot to contribute. I still think I
can make a difference in town and I
still feel like I’m qualified and enthu-
siastic to do it.”

Mr. Sontz, a private practice law-
yer and engineer, said the key cam-
paign issue for him is the mainte-
nance of the town. “I think the [mis-
sion of the] town council is pretty
simple. You maintain the town. You
maintain the town services. You find
efficiencies where you can and you
don’t go overboard on anything.”

Commenting on how other towns
cleaned up after the 2011 October
snow storm and Hurricane Sandy last
year, Mr. Sontz said Westfield seems
to be the “only town that has branches
down until Christmas. Every other
town cleans them up.”

He also said the town has “road
paving and road fixing” problems as
well as street flooding problems, “due
to sewer grades not being cleaned.”

“I want to take my shot at seeing
what I can do to find some efficien-
cies and to handle that a little better,”
Mr. Sontz said.

He said the Third Ward has had a
speeding problem since at least 2007.
“People come off Central Avenue to
get to Cranford through Massachu-
setts Street and Connecticut Street and
all those side streets, and they speed.”

In addition, he said Boulevard and
Summit Avenue are parallel to Cen-
tral Avenue, “so a lot of people de-
cide that’s their own personal speed-
way and so we’ve got to stop that.”
He said area schools, such as
Jefferson, generate a lot of traffic
with parents dropping off and picking
up their children.

Commenting on the pedestrian
crossing light located mid-block at
Central Avenue and Clover Street,
he said the issue has become “more
personal than scientific or practical”
between area residents and the coun-
cil. “I think it (the light) needs to be
moved,” he said.

“There is no reason for it to be in
the middle of the block. We’ve al-
ready seen all the accidents that have
been caused by the crossing,” he
said. “It’s confusing. People aren’t

expecting it.”
“Maybe cooler heads will prevail

if there is a new voice on the council
that will look at it a little more objec-
tively,” he said.

Mr. Sontz also said he would ad-
vocate for two crossing-guard posi-
tions on Central Avenue to be re-
stored. A couple of years ago, four
guards were cut, with two having
been restored since. Regarding the
municipal budget, he said he cam-
paigned in 2011 that “cutting four,
$5,000-a-year crossing guards isn’t
going to make much of a dent in
your $40-million budget.”

Additionally, he would like to see
a bike lane added in the ward. He
also would like to see the council do
more outreach with residents on is-
sues.

More recently, he questions where
the town came up with money to
purchase the new mobile command
center. “There always seems to be
enough money for the things they
want but they (the mayor and coun-
cil) really never justify themselves
on how we are spending our money,”
Mr. Sontz said. “I would like to get
in there and look at it more closely.”

“Maybe I can add something that
they haven’t seen,” he said. “Be-
cause I haven’t been on the inside as
long as they (council members) have,
maybe I’ll see the priorities a little
different than them.”

He said his priority is the crossing
guards, not a mobile command cen-
ter.

“We’re a small town; why do we
really need a mobile command cen-
ter?” he asked. “I just don’t see the
use for it. The debt service money
we’re going to spend to pay that debt
service is better spent elsewhere.”

CAMPAIGNING IN SCOTCH PLAINS...Union County Republican Freeholder
candidate Ira Geiger poses with members of the Scotch Plains Ambulance Squad
on Sunday at the Scotch Plains Day street fair.

Haas Discusses FD Staffing,
Mobile Command Center

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – David Haas, who
has served nine years as a Third Ward
councilman, the last eight consecu-
tive, during an interview last Thurs-
day said he has a record of speaking
out when he feels things are wrong.
Among the issues he has champi-
oned are stopping pensions for part-
time employees and an energy audit
for the town.

Among the issues he is campaign-
ing on are “how closed and insular
our town government has become”
under what he said is “one-party”
government in Westfield.

“The mayor (Andrew Skibitsky) is
the longest-serving mayor in
(Westfield) history. As you know, we
have a tradition of two terms. That
was a tradition but not a law, and they
were two-year terms (terms are now
four years.) So he will have served
for nine years, which is an awfully
long time,” Mr. Haas said.

On other issues he said, “It’s a
wonderful town, but you’ve got to
continue to make it better. And we
haven’t been doing those things that
I think we need to do. And we’ve had
the wrong spending priorities the last
year-and-a-half.”

He said Westfield balanced the
municipal budget using surplus for
six years, resulting in a downgrade of
its Standard & Poors’ rating. This
practice stopped when the town cre-
ated a sewer tax.

“And we went out and spent a
quarter of a million dollars on this
mobile command center, which no
one has yet voiced a specific example
of where it would be needed,” he
said. The town could have saved
money by purchasing a “generator
on a trailer” instead, he reasoned, or
gotten other towns to share the cost of
buying one or more command cen-
ters. “Look at it from a regional per-
spective, if it’s a regional resource,”
he said.

He said Westfield has a shortage of
firefighters and police. “When we
have a fire as we did on Barchester,
where the house burns down because
we can’t get enough firemen there on
time to send them inside the house to
fight the fire before it’s out, to me that
says we’ve cut too deeply.”

“From a spending standpoint our
priorities should be to restore fire and
police safety to the levels they were
at,” he said. “In fire that doesn’t have
to necessarily mean hiring people.
That could mean increasing our vol-
unteer force. But we should never
send people away on mutual aid and
leave ourselves with only three fire-
men in the firehouse. That shouldn’t
happen,” Mr. Haas said. He supports
going from seven-man to eight-man
fire platoons, which would require
hiring four additional paid
firefighters. He also wants to increase
the volunteer force.

“I would have liked to have seen us
spend money not on a mobile com-
mand center but on restoring some
firemen and policemen...That’s what
our spending priorities should be,”
Mr. Haas said.

Also on public safety, the candidate
supports moving the mid-block pe-
destrian light at Central Avenue and
Clover Street to the intersection. He
also said Westfield should have gotten
a quote from the county for joining its
9-1-1 dispatch center, which is lo-
cated on North Avenue in Westfield.

On another issue, he said the Town

Council “votes in block” while the
number of meeting dates have been
cut in half. “So our conference ses-
sions, where we used to discuss policy
and debate things and hear reports
back from liaisons....have been con-
densed to half-hour agenda sessions
before the public meeting.” He said he
has not heard reports from council
liaisons to the Downtown Westfield
Corporation, the Westfield Memorial
Library board, planning board or the
historic preservation board “in a couple
of years at least.”

“We don’t have those discussions.
We go out there (council chambers)
and vote en masse in a block,” he said.
“We need a council that has those
things open, a council which opens all
the committee meetings to the press or
the public or anybody who wants to
come,” Mr. Haas explained.

He feels it is important that budget
discussions are open to the public so
the public hears why the town is cut-
ting public safety, etc.

“I think part of the job (of mayor) is
answering questions from the dais.
It’s the time when people really have
the opportunity to come and ask every
council member and the mayor about
issues that are important to them. And
I don’t think sitting there silently when
we don’t like the question is the right
thing to do,” Mr. Haas said.

On the energy audit, he said the
state would pay Westfield 75 percent
of the cost to due an audit. “At 75
percent, there is no question that it
would be worth our while to have that
energy audit. It would save taxpayers
money,” he said.

He also wants to see a plan devel-
oped for bike lanes in Westfield. “That’s
the sort of thing that doesn’t cost a lot of
money....So in the hard financial times,
it’s a good thing to do that can enhance
the quality of life.”

The candidate also supports a one-
seat train ride to Manhattan but at peak,
not off-peak, times. He said Westfield
has 10 percent of the commuter traffic
into New York on the Raritan Valley
Line. Thus, he feels Westfield deserves
two slots an hour at peak times, “based
on our ridership.”

Mr. Haas also said he would like the
town to put out a request for proposals
(rfp) to operate the Westfield Conser-
vation Center. The town currently pays
to ship its leaves to Summit and pays
the county to compost them. He said
the town has been considering
composting leaves at the center for
several years. “I think that’s another
thing we could do that would save the
town money,” he said.

The candidate also said he would
establish an ad hoc mayoral com-
mittee to look at shared services
with other towns, such as merging
police administration, to save money.

David Oliveira

Matt Sontz

David Haas

ATTENDING COMMUNITY FAIR...Westfield Mayoral candidate Dave Haas,
former Councilmen Donnell Carr and Third Ward Council candidate Jack
Walsh attend the Westfield Community Center  Fair on October 6.

Correction
In the October 3 issue, a photo

caption on page 18 should have iden-
tified Jill LaZare as a candidate for
General Assembly.

Westfield Named Great Place In
N.J. By American Planning Assoc.

WESTFIELD  – Westfield’s down-
town has been named a Great Place in
New Jersey for 2013 by the Ameri-
can Planning Association-New Jer-
sey Chapter (APA-NJ). Launched in
2012, Great Places in New Jersey
recognizes unique and exemplary
downtowns, streets, neighborhoods
and public spaces – four essential
components of exceptional commu-
nities. Downtown Westfield is hon-
ored in the program’s Great Down-
town category, new this year.

“I am very proud of our down-
town, with its charming layout, its
storefront facades rich with architec-
tural distinction, and its wide variety
of shops and restaurants, as well as
all of the hard-working merchants,
professionals, restaurateurs, and pro-
prietors who have chosen Westfield
as their business home,” Westfield
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky said.

“We are thrilled with the affirma-
tion that Downtown Westfield is a
great place and thank the APA-NJ for
this distinct honor,” stated Sherry
Cronin, executive director, Downtown
Westfield Corporation. “Since our his-
toric downtown was developed in the
late 1880’s, it has always been the
center of our community. Our staff
and volunteers have worked tirelessly
for the last 20 years to make Down-
town Westfield a vibrant regional des-
tination. With over 450 businesses
within our district, we have much to
offer shoppers, diners and visitors.”

“The downtown is truly the center-
piece in the everyday life of this com-
munity,” said Linda E. Wills, Great Places
Committee chair and one of this year’s
Great Places in New Jersey judges.
“Moreover, its reputation for excellence
extends well beyond the town’s borders
and ensures a stable retail base.”

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


