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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

CLASSIFIEDS

Cranford Scarecrow Stroll to Begin on October 17

SCARECROW STROLL...The Sixth Annual Scarecrow Stroll will begin on
Thursday, October 17, and will feature approximately 100 scarecrows made by
Cranford residents, organizations and businesses. Scarecrows will be on display
in front of businesses and on the Victorian street lights throughout the downtown.
The stroll will run through Sunday, October 27.

CRANFORD – There will be some
pretty unusual characters hanging
around the streets of downtown
Cranford beginning Thursday, Oc-
tober 17, during the Sixth Annual
Scarecrow Stroll featuring approxi-
mately 100 scarecrows made by
Cranford residents, organizations
and businesses. Scarecrows will be
on display in front of businesses and
on the Victorian street lights through-
out the downtown. The stroll will
run through Sunday, October 27.

The event attracts people from
many towns in the area and even a
few from the shore area and New
York City. In previous years, thou-
sands of votes were cast by people for
their favorite scarecrows. This year,
the scarecrows even have their own
Facebook page. Visit

www.facebook.com/ScarecrowStroll
to see previous entries.

“Every year we are amazed by the
creativity and sense of humor by the
scarecrow artists,” said Joanne Westcott,
assistant downtown manager. This year,
visitors to the downtown can expect to
see “Stewie Visits Cranford,” “Lego
Witch,” “Empowered Mom,” “Mrs.
Can Can Recycle” and lots of Minions.

“There are scarecrows modeled af-
ter historical and sports figures, nurs-
ery rhymes, popular figures and fic-
tional characters,” added Mrs. Westcott.

Ballots will be mailed to Cranford
homes. Non-residents can pick up bal-
lots at any of the participating busi-
nesses. Just look for the familiar Scare-
crow poster in the window.

For information, call (908) 709-7208
or visit cranford.com/downtown.

CSM Announces Ensemble
Program for Non Students

SPRINGFIELD — The
Calderone School of Music (CSM)
in East Hanover and Springfield is
offering a special program for
people interested in bands, en-
sembles and other musical groups.
CSM’s ensembles have beginner,
intermediate and advanced levels.
Groups include the children’s
Choraliers, Musical Theatre, Adult
Chorus, Ukulele, Guitar and Bass,
Percussion, Strings, Flute and
Winds, Chamber Ensembles, Rock
Band or Jazz Band.

Make new friends and have lots
of fun. Experience the joy of mak-
ing music. Learn professional per-
formance techniques and how to
play together.

Tuition is $300 per semester for
anyone who is not a student at CSM.
Groups will meet for a one-hour
weekly rehearsal and give perfor-
mances at CSM’s Annual Winter
and Spring Concerts.

The Calderone School of Music
is a professional music school pro-
viding private instruction on all in-
struments and voice for students of

all ages and ability levels. The
school offers Kindermusik classes
for children from infants to age 7,
Suzuki String Plus, Professional De-
velopment Division and College
Preparatory Division.

In addition to music lessons, stu-
dents have the opportunity to par-
ticipate in ensembles, auditions,
competitions, evaluations and an-
nual scheduled weekly recitals.

Interested persons are invited to visit
the school website at
calderoneschoolofmusic.net/. E-mail
calderonemusic@optonline.net or call
for an appointment to discuss a free
trial with Prof. Kathleen Calderone at
(973) 428-0405 in the East Hanover
School or (973) 467-4688 in the
Springfield School.

“Rush”
Thrills, Spills and Soap Suds

3 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

The asphalt rumbles like nothing
you’ve ever heard or felt before…a sym-
phony of horsepower in metal, rubber,
plastic and dangerously powerful rac-
ing fuel. The flags of nations wave in the
grandstands, complemented by the
splashing advertisements of big name
sponsors.

All the beautiful people, adorned in
designer sunglasses and threads, are
there, and maybe me, too, focused on
the dashing drivers, and on the famous
marques - Ferrari, Mercedes, Lotus, etc.
- dedicated to a perfection in speed.

Such is the world of “Rush,” director
Ron Howard’s skillfully filmed paean to
the legendary, illustrious battle for the
1976 Formula One championship waged
by Britain’s James Hunt and Austria’s
Niki Lauda. OK, it’s not “Grand Prix”
(1966), arguably the archetypical auto
racing film, but a nevertheless rousing
progeny and competent revisit to the
most elite realm of motorsports.

Mr. Howard, admittedly not an afi-
cionado of F1 but a studious, technically
proficient filmmaker, adds an Alexis de
Tocqueville dimension to the exciting
saga and supplies a mini primer on the
sport that may or may not entice the
great unwashed. To make it cinematic,
historical liberties are taken and facts
politely twisted. Positing a tortured pun,
the Formula One tale doesn’t escape
Hollywood’s formulaic treatment.

Specifically, Messrs. Lauda and Hunt
were to rivalries what the Boston Red
Sox are to the New York Yankees, and
what Muhammad Ali was to Joe Frazier.
The nascence of the fierce enmity is
traced to their early days in Formula 3.
But the bitterness is shown to extend
beyond the track. Fact is, while indeed
vicious foes when buckled in, they were
respectful colleagues off the grid, com-
miserative souls appreciative of the rari-
fied air in which they mercilessly dueled.

Very few of Tinseltown’s best screen-
writers have found a way to take niche
interest subjects and fatten them up for
profitable mass consumption without
pulling out the old reliable stencil. The
otherwise great “Cinderella Man” (2005)
was besmirched by the ogreish persona
they put on heavyweight champ Max
Baer in order to supply a convenient
villain to the doings. In reality he was an
affable guy. Coincidentally, Ron Howard
directed that one, too.

That noted, save for license taken
with a few details of chronology to
turbocharge matters, ardent followers
of Grand Prix racing will agree that
“Rush” provides a basically sturdy ac-
count of the events that ultimately led to
that last checkered flag on October 24,
1976, in Japan.

Serendipitously, I forgot if it was Lauda
or Hunt who got to spray the champagne

from the winner’s podium while his
country’s anthem was played. In de-
fense of my graying gray matter, I like to
think my subconscious deleted that bit
of info from my hard drive in order to
make it more suspenseful for me.

Director Howard allows a little time
to let the tale warm up, fine-tuning the
backstory and running through the twists
and turns of the subtexts before acceler-
ating the main plot. It ultimately results
in a white knuckle, tension-filled cre-
scendo to the finish. Whew!

However, mixing CGI magic with
some actual footage, the realism factor,
while solid, is doubtlessly hampered by
contemporary restrictions. Paraphras-
ing a reflective John Frankenheimer,
director of “Grand Prix,” sometime be-
fore his passing in 2002, “We had actors
actually driving racing cars….there’s
no way they’d let us do that today.”

But that’s alright. This is hair-raising
stuff enough and effectively balances
the melodrama in the garages, pits, ex-
ecutive offices and, of course, the prin-
cipal drivers’ bedrooms. Suffice it to
note, in the dramatic dichotomy perpe-
trated from pole position to finish line,
Hunt and Lauda embraced their own
styles and raisons d’être both on the
track and in their love lives.

Call it an open-wheeled variation on
Aesop’s Tortoise and the Hare. Hunt is
the bon vivant playboy, portrayed with
Brad Pitt good looks by 6’3” Chris
Hemsworth. He drinks, parties and stays
up late. Conversely, Lauda, etched starch-
ily well by a considerably shorter Daniel
Brühl, is a no-nonsense ultra-pragmatist
in search of Germanic perfection. Yet,
despite relentless chiding regarding
lifestyle, that mutual admiration grows.

But here again, Mr. Toynbee might
be moved to ‘tsk-tsk-tsk’ from the
observation tower. One unsubstanti-
ated scene meant to accent the
anomalous tribute, wherein Hunt
viciously punches out a reporter who
asked Lauda some very unkind ques-
tions, reminds that the account slips
off track whenever chief steward
Howard feels it’s necessary to please
the crowd. Still, no harm, no foul.
The essence of the pageantry and
romance is intact.

It’s colorful, it’s grand and opulently
exciting once the director shifts gears from
soap opera cruise to adventure overdrive.
And while car racing enthusiasts across
the spectrum - from strict constructionists
to casual dilettantes - will naturally vary in
their appraisals, significant others brought
along for the ride may wonder what all the
hurry to “Rush” was about.

…
“Rush,” rated R, is a Universal Pic-

tures release directed by Ron Howard
and stars Chris Hemsworth, Daniel Brühl
and Alexandra Maria Lara. Running
time: 123 minutes.

Teen Arts Exhibit Held
At Malamut Gallery
UNION – The Union County Board

of Chosen Freeholders has announced
that the 2013 Teen Arts Touring Ex-
hibit is on display at the Les Malamut
Gallery in the Union Public Library,
located at 1980 Morris Avenue in
Union.

The exhibit consists of 55 pieces of
art selected from more than 650 visual
art works shown at the 2013 Union
County Teen Arts Festival held in
March at Union County College in
Cranford. The annual event is admin-
istered by the Union County Office of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs in the
Department of Parks and Community
Renewal.

The Teen Arts exhibit will be on
display through Wednesday, Octo-
ber 30. The Les Malamut Gallery is
located on the lower level of the
Union Public Library. The exhibit
is free and open to the public during
regular library hours. It is handi-
capped accessible and adjacent
parking is available. For further in-
formation about the gallery, visit
lesmalamutartgallery.wordpress.com
or call (908) 851-5450. Artists wish-
ing to be considered for an exhibit
in the Gallery can contact curator
Barbara Wirkus at
dmbbw33@yahoo.com or (908)
276-6656.

For information about the Teen Arts
program, contact the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs at 633 Pearl Street, Elizabeth,
N.J. 07202 or call (908) 558-2550. NJ
Relay service users should call 711 or
e-mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

SPFAA to Host Trip to
Frick Collection in NYC

SCOTCH PLAINS — On Thurs-
day, December 12, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Arts Association (SPFAA)is
organizing a bus trip to the Frick Col-
lection in New York City. The bus
leaves at 9 a.m. (reservation for the
museum is at 11 a.m.). Price is $30 for
transportation and must be submitted
by Thursday, October 17. Museum
admission is $20; $15 for seniors 65
and older. On display is Vermeer’s
“Girl With a Pearl Earring,” and other
17th-century Dutch masters.

Send checks for $30 to SPFAA,
P.O. Box 151, Fanwood, N.J. 07023.

Members of the Arts Association
are currently reading “The Girl With
a Pearl Earring” by Tracy Chevalier.
At the November meeting there will
be a discussion of the book and the
period in which Vermeer painted.

QUEST “FOR
PERFECTION”

Home Improvements
Kitchens • Baths

Countertops • Windows

Fine Carpentry

Basements • Tile Work

qhiwnj@comcast.net

908-654-1899
NJ Lic. #13VH01315500

Free Estimates • Insured

POWER WASHING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and

Snow Removal Services
908-756-0090   www.grimebustersnj.com

Free Estimates / Fully Insured

  

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Removal

Wallpaper Installation
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

Goods & Services You Need

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

PATIOS - DRIVEWAYS

WALKWAYS

RETAINING SYSTEMS

DRAINAGE SYSTEMS

CUSTOM PLANTINGS

OUTDOOR KITCHENS

BULK MATERIALS

908-757-4550

Guaranteed Work       Westfield, NJ      Over 30 yrs. Exp.

NURSERY/LANDSCAPE

FOUR SEASONS

Author Stephanie Smith
Due at Town Book Store

Author Stephanie A. Smith

WESTFIELD — Former Westfield
resident and Westfield High School
graduate (’77) Stephanie A. Smith is
the author of the WARPAINT trilogy,
now being published by the Thames
River Press in London.

After graduating high school, Ms.
Smith went to Boston University for
her BA, then studied with authors
Ursula K. Le Guin (“The Earthsea
Trilogy”) and Michael Cunningham
(“The Hours”) before taking her Ph.D.
from the University of California,
Berkeley.

She is the author of five previous
books, two young adult fantasy nov-
els, one SF novel and two books of
criticism. Currently the Associate
Chair of the English Department at
the University of Florida, Ms. Smith
is an expert on 19th- and 20th-cen-
tury American literature and culture.

The WARPAINT trilogy: three in-
tertwined novels, all of which deal
with contemporary American women

who are struggling to balance art,
love, illness and trauma; WARPAINT
(2012) is the haunting tale of friend-
ship and rivalry between three women
artists, who’ve known each other for
years, who must come to terms with
imminent mortality and artistic frus-
tration; BABY ROCKET (2013) is
the label given to a traumatized, aban-
doned child who, as an adult, has no
memory of this event. She discovers
her past when her adoptive father
dies, and now, without him, she must
piece together the past in a journey
that will take her from California to
New York City, from Florida to
Martha’s Vineyard; CONTENT
BURNS (2014) follows two women
of the same Puritan name, in the same
family but separated by three centu-
ries, both of whom survive historical
trauma: the massacre of the Pequot
tribe in 1637 and the loss of the Twin
Towers on 9/11.

Ms. Smith will be at the Town
Book Store on Saturday, October 19,
from 2 to 4 p.m. for a meet and greet,
and will be happy to discuss publish-
ing, writing and the industry, as well
as to sign books. For more informa-
tion, see www.stephanieasmith.net or
call the Town Book Store at (908)
233-3535. If you can’t make the event
but would like to reserve a signed
copy, just contact the bookstore.

Paid bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

WESTFIELD SALE

HUGE INDOOR
CHILDREN'S SALE

Fri. Oct 25,9AM-6PM
Sat. Oct 26,9AM-12PM

Westminster Hall
Presbyterian Church of Westfield
110 Mountain Avenue, Westfield

Children's clothing, books,
puzzles, games, toys, baby

items, strollers, etc.
DONATIONS Welcome NOW

through Oct 18th.
Call (908) 232-6717

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DAYSI’S CLEANING SERVICES

HEALTHCARE CLASSES

CNA classes start
mornings October 2nd,

evenings September 25th.
CHHA, classes start

evenings September 23rd.
NCLEX RN/PN REVIEW

weekends September 22nd.
High Success Rates

Humane Concepts Healthcare
(908) 688-8184 or (908) 265-9803

HOME FOR SALE

Scotch Plains -  55+ Community
3+Bd/2.5B, FDR/LR, EIK, Gr. Rm
w/gas FP, 2car garage, walk-out
basement, lg deck. Many up-
grades, master bd & laundry rm
on 1st fl. Clubhouse & heated pool
offered. Brokers compensated. Pls
call (908) 612-2970 to show.
Offered@675K.

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Westfield - Spacious 6 Rm, 2 BA,
Recently Remodeled. Close to
Town & Trans. Ref’s Required.
$1,690/mo + util. (908) 654-0672

 “Great work, Free estimates”
References available.

If you need a  hardworking person
with great experience to clean
your house or apartment.

Call Agnes (908) 937-0346

POLISH CLEANING LADY

Kean Stage to Present
Accordion Pops Orch.
UNION — Under the direction of

Al Terzo, the Accordion Pops Or-
chestra will perform a repertoire of
light classical, Broadway, big band
and popular music using full sym-
phonic orchestra scores in Kean
University’s Wilkins Theatre on Sun-
day, October 20, at 3 p.m.

Featured soloists include Havard
Svendsrud, Leonard M. Davis on
balalaika and Laura Addeo on flute.

Wilkins Theatre is located on the
Kean University main campus at 1000
Morris Avenue in Union.

Ticket prices are $30 Standard; $20
for seniors, students and children.
Tickets are available at the Wilkins
Theatre Box Office on campus, by
calling (908) 737-SHOW (7469), and
online at keanstage.com.

www.goleader.com

CLASSIFIEDS

The deadline for placing
classified ads for that

week  is Monday, 10/28/13

The Newspaper will be
mailed to All homes in

Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Mountainside,

Garwood & Cranford
on 10/31/13


