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J-ROD RAPS 2 GOALS, ISOLDA NETS 2 IN SECOND HALF

Soccer Raiders ‘Overwhelm’
Cranford Cougar Boys, 8-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Hesitation at midfield gave the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys soccer team time to seize the
opportunity to set up numerous fast-
breaks and the result was an over-
whelming, 8-1 victory over the
Cranford Cougars in Scotch Plains
on October 3.

Junior forward Justin Rodriques
and junior Christian Isolda, normally
a defender who moved up to the
front, each netted a pair of goals for
the Raiders. Senior co-captain Tom
Trotter, on an assist from co-captain
Andrew Gee, scored the lone Cougar
goal. Raider backup goalkeeper,
sophomore Tyler O’Brien, made five
saves.

“I actually thought that defensively
we had a game plan that was really
working. They had, by my count, 16
off-sides called against them this
game. We had that working for us.
Unfortunately, 50-50 balls in the
midfield, we weren’t controlling
them. It’s going to be tough to hold
them every time if we don’t control
the balls in the midfield, and that was
certainly our downfall today,” Cou-
gar Head Coach Greg Campbell said.

The Raiders launched no less than
nine shots on goal in the first half and
16 more in the second half. A number
of those shots were deflected by the
Cougar backs, especially junior
sweeper Erik Monteagudo. Cougar
sophomore goalkeeper Dominic
Meliado made 11 saves, especially

two rifle shots from Raider sopho-
more center midfielder James
Murphy.

“I think they were overmatched
personnel wise. It’s tough coming in
and knowing the power of our team,”
Raider Head Coach Tom Breznitsky
said.

Rodriques got past a defender, got
good position in the box and tapped
the ball past Meliado for the first goal
less than five minutes into the game.
Eight minutes later, he sprinted with
the ball down the left-center unim-
peded, forcing Meliado to charge
forward, then drilled it in for the
second goal.

“I think the defense was pretty
slow. We dominated the game and

LESSNER CONNECTS HEADER ON PROSUK’S ASSIST

Minutemen Rally to Defeat
Blue Devil Soccer Boys, 2-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seeding positions for the upcom-
ing Union County Tournament (UCT)
were on the line and the winner of the
showdown between the Westfield
High School boys soccer team and
the Elizabeth Minutemen at Gary
Kehler Stadium in Westfield on Oc-
tober 1 would receive the top seed.

Although the 5-3 Blue Devils ruled
possession most of the game and held
a 1-0 lead to within one minute of
halftime, the 8-1 Minutemen netted a
goal just before the half and added
the winner with 15 minutes remain-
ing to grab a 2-1 victory and to even-
tually receive the top seed for the
UCT, which began on October 5.

Neither team got off many shots on

goal, but the Blue Devils did outshoot
the Minutemen, 3-2, in the first half
and again in the second half. Blue
Devil goalkeeper Koryn Kraemer
made one real save in each half, while
Minuteman keeper Toro Camilo made
one in the first half and two in the
second half. The Minutemen held a
slight 7-6 edge in corner kicks.

HOGGE CONNECTS WITH KANE FOR 12-YD TOUCHDOWN

Hunterdon Central Runs Over
Blue Devil Footballers, 34-7

By J.B. RAYMOND
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RARITAN TOWNSHIP – If the
Westfield players and coaches ever
wondered what it must have been like
to be on the other side of the field
back in 1977, when Butch Woolfolk
was running wild for the WHS foot-
ball team, they got an idea of it on
Friday night.

Hunterdon Central’s Jason Cabinda
ran over, under, through and around
the Blue Devils for 220 yards on 30
carries as the Red Devils improved to
4-0 with a 34-7 victory before a huge
“Pink Out” crowd at Stewart Field. A
year ago Cabinda had over 200 yards
and five scores in a 49-14 romp.

Woolfolk, who moved to Westfield
from Illinois, set a bunch of school

records in 1977, including 1,637
yards and 34 touchdowns during an
11-0 season. He then went on to a
great career at the University of Michi-
gan and was the New York Giants’
No. 1 draft pick in 1982.

Cabinda, a 6-foot-2, 230-pounder
who moved to Central’s district from
California, is not Woolfolk by any
means. But he has gotten the atten-
tion of Syracuse University, where
he has signed a letter of intent to be a
freshman linebacker next fall. WHS
probably wishes he had played only
at linebacker on Friday night, since
he was much more visible offensively.

“Cabinda was a really tough run-
ner,” WHS junior Jack Simcox said.
“One guy wasn’t going to take him
down, and he would run through ev-

ery arm tackle.”
Central started out with an 11-play,

65-yard drive, with six passes mixed
in with five Cabinda runs, including
the final 19 on gains of 5, 6 and 8
yards. The game was starting out
much the same way the P-burg game
had concluded last week.

Three minutes later it was 10-0
after a Blue Devil fumble and a short
Steve Barr field goal.

For about the only time in the game,
Westfield (2-2) then put together a
drive, marching to the Central 47 on
some nice runs by Eugene Rawls (18
carries, 58 yards). But they had to
punt and the defense forced a Central
punt from its end zone, which was
partially blocked by Owen Colwell
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING QUICK CONTROL OF THE BALL...Blue Devil forward Alik Morgan, No. 21, controls the ball near the
Elizabeth Minutemen goal in a game on October 1. See more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING TO GET GOOD POSITION...Raider junior midfielder Dan Babis, No. 17, tries to get good position on Cougar
defender Erik Montegudo in Scotch Plains on October 3. See more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

Courtesy of Charles Mulrooney for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ABOUT TO BE WRAPPED UP...Blue Devil Eugene Rawles, No. 5, is surrounded by Red Devils as left tackle Chip
Mulrooney rushes in to help Rawles on October 4 in Flemington. More photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.


