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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

LEATHERNECKS...Veteran Freeholder candidate Marc Krauss, right, poses
with members of the Central New Jersey Leathernecks of the Marine Corps
League at the Scotch Plains Day Street Fair on Sunday.

SUPPORTERS...Ali Juliana and Nina Martini, both Westfield residents, sport
their “Martini for Freeholder, ‘For a Better Union County’”  T-shirts as they
campaign this past weekend in support of Mark Martini, Republican candidate
for Union County Freeholder.

Photo courtesy of Suzette Stalker and Family
GOOD BEACH READ...Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times editor Suzette Stalker,
center, and family members brought The Westfield Leader along during a visit
last month to Great Stirrup Cay, an island in the Bahamas owned by Norwegian
Cruise Line. Pictured with Miss Stalker, from left to right, are: her cousin,
Sherry Poetsche; mother, Phyllis Stalker, and cousins, Stephanie and Ken
Stevens.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
APPLEFEST...The Westfield Historical Society hosted the Fifth Annual
AppleFest, held on the grounds of the historic Reeve History and Cultural
Resource Center in Westfield, on Saturday.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MOVING DELAYS…The historic Levi Cory House in Mountainside was set to
be moved last weekend from its original location at the corner of Mountain
Avenue and New Providence Road to a site near the Mountainside Public
Library. Last-minute structural problems delayed the move, which is being
spearheaded by the Mountainside Restoration Committee.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PIE TASTERS...Judges get ready to sample the apple pie entries at the Fifth
Annual AppleFest held at the Reeve History and Cultural Resource Center,
hosted by the Westfield Historical Society on Saturday. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Eric Hambrecht, Jamie Chavez and Marc Corello.

Central New Jersey Care Transi-
tions Program. Mr. Guzzo said
Union County is the only county to
receive funding in New Jersey for
the service. Under the program,
when a senior 65 and older is hospi-
talized, the county will send repre-
sentatives to see the resident, “to
make sure they understand the medi-
cal directives that are being given
to them.” A home follow-up is in-
cluded to make sure they are filling
their medications and following their
doctors instructions, “all to avoid
another hospitalization.”

A resolution was on the agenda for
a shared-services agreement between
the county and Garwood to allow a
fire ladder truck to be used at the
Union County Fire Academy to be
stored in Garwood. The borough will
have use of the truck for emergency
responses as part of the agreement.

Among freeholder-sponsored
resolutions, the board is set to con-
gratulate Michael Seaman, an
eighth-grade teacher at Orange Av-
enue School in Cranford, on being
named Union County Teacher of
the Year for 2013-2014. Another
resolution congratulates CONTACT
We Care on its 38th anniversary.
CONTACT is a Westfield-based
crisis hotline and suicide preven-
tion training provider.

The board’s regular meeting,
where resolutions will be voted on,
is tonight at 7 p.m. in the freehold-
ers meeting room on the sixth floor
of the Union County Administra-
tion Building in Elizabeth.
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Freeholders

talking about changing two agencies
that have been entrenched for de-
cades, and no one likes change to
begin with,” Mr. Kranz added.

He said the missions of both towns’
mayors is that merging the depart-
ments is being done, “to save money
for the taxpayers, not because we
have nothing better to do. And while
we do it, response times and public
safety will not be compromised.”

Ms. Mitchell said she was initially
“very leery” about the merger but is
now “very optimistic” and “enthusi-
astic.”

Both candidates were asked to com-
ment on a committee created to look
at consolidating the two towns.

“People do ask me, and I believe
most of the people I talk to think it
(police merger and consolidation of
the two towns) is all one thing,” Mr.
Kranz said. “I always go through
great pains to tell them that the police
merger and consolidating the two
towns for right now are two different
issues. The police merger is about
sharing a service that we have strong
evidence is going to save us money.
Consolidating towns is a much big-
ger, broader thing that is going to
take three years, that will ultimately
be decided by the voters anyway.”

“If it turns out that consolidating
the towns is going to bring people’s
tax bills down, then that’s what we
are going to do,” he added. “If that’s
what the voters want, then I’m to-
tally with it.”

Ms. Mitchell said she “still needs
a lot of convincing” that consolida-
tion is the right thing for Fanwood.
Mr. Kranz said borough residents
are concerned Fanwood would lose
its identity if it were to merge with
the larger Scotch Plains.

On the issue of reassessment of
homes in the borough, Ms. Mitchell
said the county has not ordered such
an action in the borough in over 25
years. If the borough did it itself, she
said, the municipality could bond the
cost over a period of five years. “From
what I understand, some people’s
taxes will go up minimally and other
people’s taxes will either remain the
same or even go down a little bit,” she
said. “In the end, it would make things
fairer.”

Talking about downtown devel-
opment, Ms. Mitchell said it was
not until Mayor Colleen Mahr came
into office that redevelopment be-
came a priority in the borough.
“Who ever would have thought that
at the height of a depression that we
could accomplish so much?” Ms.
Mitchell asked.

Mr. Kranz noted that a half dozen
new businesses have moved onto
the western end of South Avenue
towards Terrill Road. Mentioning
Fanwood Crossing across from the
historic Fanwood Train Station, Mr.
Kranz noted that, “People are not

only setting up businesses but they
are moving into Fanwood to live. All
those apartments (at Fanwood Cross-
ing) are full...For years we dreamed
about having a downtown and now
we can point to one and say, ‘look, we
have one, and it’s good.’”

Ms Mitchell said the redevelop-
ment has brought jobs “and real in-
vestment in town.” She said the new
development also will increase the
borough’s tax base.

On the push for a one-seat ride on
the Raritan Valley Line with the
arrival of new dual-powered loco-
motives for NJ Transit, Mr. Kranz
said studies have shown that reduc-
ing rail commutes increases prop-
erty values. He said Fanwood has
10 percent of the riders on the
Raritan Valley Line. “I think NJ
Transit really needs to make what-
ever the hard decisions are to open
up a couple of slots for the Raritan
Valley riders. I think we need at
least two direct trains in the morn-
ing, two in the afternoon, and then
whatever else they can do nights
and weekends,” he said.
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Mitchell, Kranz Interview

$500,000 grant from the New Jer-
sey Department of Transportation
to be used for pedestrian walkways
and landscaping by the train sta-
tion. Cranford was first named a
Transit Village in 2003, and the
grant comes from that designation.
The grant has been given three ex-
tensions and is awaiting comple-
tion of specifications by the town-
ship engineer and then it would go
out to bid, Ms. Prunty said.

“It will improve traffic circula-
tion and pedestrian traffic,” Ms.
Prunty said of the improvements.

“It’s another opportunity lost,”
said planning board member, and
former township mayor, Dan
Aschenbach.

When asked who on the planning
board knew of the grant, only about
half of the members raised their
hands. The board was dismayed that
the grant has not been put into ac-
tion. The board had said the engi-
neer is overloaded, and has been
focused on flood issues.

The tools Ms. Prunty said she
needs to improve the downtown are,
“We meet more often. We work
particularly on critical sites that
have the opportunity for investment.
And, more importantly, we are
speaking the same language,” Ms.
Prunty said.

“We don’t have, as a community
and those in charge…a clear mes-
sage as to what we want to do, and
how we get there…When people
stop seeing this as a place to
invest…we will limp along,” Ms.
Prunty said. She asked for a vision
statement. When investors have ap-
proached her about what the town-
ship wants in its downtown, she
said she did not have an answer for
them, because there is no vision
statement set in place.

of Mr. DeLuca’s masonry business.
He also testified that the single-fam-
ily home on the Plainfield Avenue
side of the lot would have, at most,
three bedrooms. Township Planner
Mary Moody said it was unusual to
have a single-family home in such an
industrial area. The property is in an
M1 Zone and is 18,000 square feet
with 10 square feet of impervious
ground cover. Mr. Quinn said most of
the property is covered with millings
and can be paved over with asphalt.

Mr. Quinn said any water on the
property would be directed to the rear
of the lot and into woods owned by the
township. He also said there would be
curbing installed at the property border
and some landscaping along the back
of the property. Mr. DeLuca said he
would have three masonry trucks and a
backhoe on the property or in the yard
for part of the day. Ms. Thompson said
she would like to see what the proposed
structure would look like. Mr. DeLuca
said the garage doors would probably
be 14 feet high.

Zoning Board Chairman Ken Ander-
son said, “I am reluctant to approve this
application without seeing the archi-
tectural drawings.” The board then voted
to continue the hearing on December 5.
Board Attorney Vincent Loughlin re-
minded the applicant that the
architect’s rendering must be in the
zoning office for public scrutiny at
least 10 business days before De-
cember 5.
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SP Zoning Bd.

WF Planning Board OKs
Sign, Building Applications

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The planning board
approved two applications and began
testimony on a third at its regular meet-
ing on Monday night.

Wells Fargo Advisors was approved
for a monument sign and a building
sign at 600 South Avenue. Testimony
on this matter began in August; how-
ever, the board asked that Wells Fargo
negotiate a combined monument sign
with the law firm of Lerner David,
which also occupies space at that loca-
tion. The board of adjustment had al-
ready approved a monument sign for
Lerner David, and set forth a condition
that no additional signage could be
approved without application by the
building’s owner.

Chris Hovanec, the corporate real
estate broker who negotiated Wells
Fargo’s lease at this location, testified
that he did attempt to negotiate a joint
sign with Lerner David. He said that
Wells Fargo offered to pay for the erec-
tion of the sign and to pay for any
maintenance of the monument sign.
Initially, Lerner David asked for an up-
front payment of $125,000, and while
Wells Fargo Advisors did not agree to
that, it did provide Lerner David with
multiple sign proposals. As a counter
offer, Lerner David requested that Wells
Fargo Advisors pay them $15,000 a
year for the length of Wells Fargo’s 10-
year lease, totaling $150,000, at which
time negotiations broke down between
the two parties.

Mr. Hovanec then began negotia-
tions with the building owner to modify
the existing “600” monument sign in
the center of the building. The board
unanimously approved the sign to be
modified to show the Wells Fargo Ad-
visors plaque with the 600 above it,
along with approval of a 3.5-foot by
3.67-foot sign to be erected on the top
front right corner of the building.

An application by Boffard Holding,
LLC, which is owned by Daryl Boffard
of Short Hills, to build a mixed-use
retail and residential building at 409
Westfield Avenue, was approved by a
vote of 5-2, with Kris McAloon and
Vince Wilt casting the two no votes.

The new building, which will be
adjacent to the new Root Building on
Westfield Avenue, will house three re-
tail tenants on the first floor and three
one-bedroom apartments on both the
second and third floors.

At issue for the board was a variance
request for a proposed five-foot rear-
yard setback where 35 feet is required.
Because the proposed building would
be located in the central business dis-
trict, the property can be developed to
the lot line; however, that only applies
to retail and office use, not residential.
The building will only have windows
at the front and rear. One apartment on
each floor will face the front of the
building, and two on each floor will
face the back.

Board members raised concern that
if the lot adjacent to the rear of the

building were to be fully developed,
there would only be five feet of space
between the back apartment windows
and a potential brick wall. Following
the board’s comments at the Septem-
ber hearing, architect Thomas Potter
said that the revised plans bring the
building back an additional five feet,
for a total of a 10-foot setback. He also
said he revised the plans to include
skylights on the third floor and solar
tubes for the second floor, which will
bring more natural light into the sec-
ond-floor apartments.

Board members Frank Smith, Rob-
ert Newell and Darielle Walsh, who all
voted in favor of the application, said
that while they were not entirely pleased
about the 10-foot setback, they would
rather see this development occur than
nothing at all.

Elizabeth Honan of First Street did
raise concern over where residents of
the new development would park their
cars. Town Planner Bill Drew will look
into a night owl permit system for south
side residents.

Testimony began on an application
for the construction of 22 condos at
430, 500, 512, 514 and 516 Central
Avenue by Ralph Rapuano. In 2006
Mr. Rapuano received board approval
to build 16 apartments and approxi-
mately 10,000 square feet of commer-
cial space on three of the five lots.

Under the new proposal there would
be 14 two-bedroom apartments, eight
one-bedroom apartments and approxi-
mately 15,000 square feet of retail space
divided among six tenants. The appli-
cant, who is represented by attorney
James Flynn, is proposing 58 parking
spaces, with 35 of them underground
and 23 above ground at the rear of the
building.

The town’s traffic engineer, Gordon
Meth, took issue with the numbers
used by the applicant’s engineer, Craig
Peregoy, and suggested that there be
assigned parking for the tenants. Mr.
Peregoy said that the “best efficiency of
parking is to let it be a free for all.”

Mr. Meth also suggested that the
board consider restrictions on what
types of businesses could use the pro-
posed retail space so as to limit the
number of parked cars. He said that
“some kind of controls or limitations”
are needed for the parking issues. He
added that a no-left turn restriction is
needed during certain times of day
from the parking lot.

Mr. Flynn objected to Mr. Meth’s
testimony on the basis that the witness
was not properly qualified by the board.
Mr. Meth’s qualifications were then
offered into the record and he repeated
his testimony.
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Cranford Planning Board
The Office of Business and Eco-

nomic Development was scheduled
to present a strategic plan to the
township committee on Tuesday.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FUN TIMES...A good time was had by all at Scotch Plains Day on Sunday.

Scotch Plains Public Notice
 The Scotch Plains Management

Corporation will meet on Wednes-
day, October 16, at 7 p.m. in the
municipal building, second floor, lo-
cated at 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains. Call Julia Wood at (908)347-
8444 with questions.


