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The Right Combination Of Cutting Edge Technology And The Highest Quality Of Services And Programs
Is The Reason We Are The Preferred Real Estate Company.... If It Is Real Estate Anywhere, We Can Help!

Horace R. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MEET THE PRESS...Fanwood Democratic candidates for council meet with
Leader/Times editor Paul Peyton on October 2 to discuss their plans for the
borough. Pictured, from left to right, are: Mr. Peyton, Tom Kranz and Council-
woman Katherine Mitchell.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SCOTCH PLAINS DAY...Gray skies and drizzle did not dampen the enthusiasm of the crowds that attended Scotch Plains
Day on Sunday afternoon.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WALKING TALL...A patriotic clown dressed in high style entertains the crowd
at the annual Scotch Plains Day on Sunday afternoon.

 Photo courtesy of Joanne Glover
CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS...This year marks the 15th anniversary of the
Christopher Columbus Monument, which stands in front of the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building on Park Avenue.  The sculptor  of the monument, Gheorghi
Filin, center,  came over from Italy to see it for the first time. Pictured, from left
to right, are: Mayor Kevin Glover, Mr.  Filin and Tom Donatelli, whose father
went to Italy to commission the sculpture. CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Asset Management System
Implemented by County

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — County officials an-
nounced last Thursday that an asset
management software system, requir-
ing all county equipment to be la-
beled and logged into the program,
was implemented on October 1. In-
stallation of the new software fol-
lows two cases of missing equipment
in the last few years, the most recent
involving missing generators during
Hurricane Sandy.

County Manager Al Faella said
over 6,000 pieces of equipment had
to be labeled. He said anything val-
ued over $100 was labeled.

“You (Freeholder Chairwoman
Linda Carter and previous Chair-
man Al Mirabella) made it very clear
to me since I became county man-
ager that this was a very important
issue — to get a handle on all our
deficiencies with regard to equip-
ment that the county utilizes,” Mr.
Faella said. “As of October 1 we
have implemented the new asset
management software system...We
have the software in place. Each
department understands that they
will be responsible for their part of
it, and we’re going to work very
diligently to make sure this is an
effective and efficient way to track
our assets going forward.”

Freeholder Mohamed Jalloh,
speaking for the board’s policy com-
mittee, commended department di-
rectors and seasonal workers who
worked on implementing the new
program.

“This was a major task and under-
taking to account for all the assets
and to get them all ready for this
program,” he said.

Freeholder Jalloh said, “although
no policy can ever prevent any bad
thing from happening, at least this is
a step, I believe, in the right direc-
tion.”

In other business, Finance Direc-
tor Bibi Taylor was asked about what
impact the partial federal govern-
ment shutdown will have on the
county. She said the county will be
“essentially tapping into our surplus
funds to pay for a particular pro-
gram” until the county is reimbursed
with federal funds later on.

Mr. Faella added that, “We could
go for approximately 30 to 45 days
with regard to (federal) grants and
reimbursements. If the shutdown
lasts longer than that, it would have
a serious impact on our budget and
our ability to reimburse the various
towns.”

Frank Guzzo, director of human
services, said some counties are
freezing their Workforce Investment
Act Dislocated Worker program en-
rollments “because they are worried
about using the (federal) dollars that
are available within the system.” He
said counties receive a base alloca-
tion on July 1 and the rest of the
allocation on October 1. A resolu-
tion was on Thursday’s agenda set-
ting meeting to accept $1.2 million
in New Jersey Department of Labor
and Workforce Development Invest-
ment Act funding for the county’s
dislocated worker program. These
are federal funds that go to states and
then to counties.

The board also considered a reso-
lution to accept $218,446 from the
Visiting Nurse Association of Cen-
tral Jersey for a program entitled

Election Forums for Municipal
Candidates Announced

WESTFIELD – The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times will hold the tradi-
tional Candidates Forum in conjunc-
tion with TV36 on Thursday, October
24, at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Cham-
bers at the Westfield Municipal Build-
ing. Candidates for municipal election
for Westfield mayor and ward council
persons will participate. The public is
encouraged to attend and to e-mail
topics for discussion by Sunday, Octo-
ber 20, to editor@goleader.com.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times will video a
debate in its office between the two
candidates for the one open seat on
the township council. The video will
be posted on the Internet and a copy
will be provided to local TV. The
event will be held on Saturday, Octo-
ber 26, at 11 a.m. E-mail topics for
discussion by October 20 to
editor@goleader.com.

MOUNTAINSIDE and FAN-

WOOD – No election forums are
planned.

GARWOOD – A debate is sched-
uled for Thursday, October  24, at 7:30
p.m. at The Pointe of Garwood, the
condominium complex between
Maple and Chestnut Streets. The can-
didates, who are seeking two open
seats, are Mike Martin, a Republican;
Jim Mathieu, a Conservative Republi-
can; and Bruce Paterson, a registered
Democrat who is running as an Inde-
pendent write-in candidate. The pub-
lic is invited. The debate will be held
in the clubhouse at The Pointe.

FREEHOLDERS – Candidates for
the three open seats for Union County
Freeholder will debate at the Cranford
Municipal Building on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 15, at 7:30 p.m.

FOR SCHOOL BOARD CANDI-
DATES, no election forums are
planned as candidates are unopposed,
except in Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Mitchell, Kranz Point to Taxes,
FW Downtown Development

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Veteran borough
Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
and her running mate, Tom Kranz,
representing the local Democratic
ticket, point to the downtown devel-
opment and keeping borough taxes
under control as key issues in Fan-
wood.

“I feel that one of our missions
moving forward is to keep under the
2-percent cap and even beyond the 2-
percent cap and to work as hard as
possible to keep the budget as close
to the bone,” said Mr. Kranz, who is
director of communications for
Chelsea Senior Living and a long-
time member of the borough rescue

squad.
Pointing to the importance of

shared services between towns to re-
duce costs, Ms. Mitchell, a retired
nurse, said a committee working on
the merger of the Scotch Plains and
Fanwood Police Departments is
“making some strides.”

Given that Scotch Plains is a civil

service town and Fanwood is not, she
said, “We have to work with the state
to help with some of the human-
resources problems. But we are mak-
ing progress there. If it was easy, it
would have been done already,” she
said.

“It’s been a long process. You’re

Police Merger Subject
Of Special Meeting

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town
councils of the Township of Scotch
Plains and the Borough of Fanwood
have scheduled a joint special meet-
ing for Monday, October 21, to dis-
cuss with the public the possibility of
a police department merger between
Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

The meeting will begin at 7 p.m.
and will be held at the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School auditorium,
667 Westfield Road, Scotch Plains.
Official action may be taken.

SP Zoning Bd. to Continue
Hearing on Sunoco Sign Dec. 5

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Last Thurs-
day the zoning board heard an appli-
cation made by Sunoco on Route 22,
between Myrtle and Willow Avenues,
seeking a use variance for a new sign.

Sunoco Inc. was represented by
attorney Darren Steinberg and prod-
uct manager Steve Hinde. Board
member Rich Duthie objected to the
fact that the franchise owner was not
present. Mr. Hinde said the company
wishes to replace a manual sign with
a remote LD sign which would be
clearer or easier to read.

Mr. Hinde said the sign would not

be larger and would not be flashing.
However, Jane Wright Butler, a resi-
dent of Myrtle Avenue, told the board
she was concerned about the bright-
ness of an LD sign. Mr. Hinde said
the light would project forward and
broaden and that a large tree would
prevent the light from shining too
brightly on Myrtle Avenue. He also
said the sign would be more appeal-
ing looking.

Board member Chris Abeel said he
recently encountered such a sign and
thought the light reflected too brightly
on the car in front of him, making
driving difficult. Board member
Christine Thompson said, “I’d like to

see some numbers as to the degree of
brightness.”

Mr. Hinde attempted to answer the
question, but the board said he was
not an expert and, therefore, could
not give expert testimony.

Mr. Steinberg said his client
(Sunoco) would like to bring in an
expert to testify on the brightness
before the board ruled on the applica-
tion. Mr. Duthie moved to continue
the application at the Thursday, De-
cember 5 board meeting, to which
the rest of the board agreed.

In other business, Francesco
DeLuca applied for a use variance
and site plan approval for 2496 Plain-
field Avenue. Mr. DeLuca wants to
change an existing two-family house
into a one-family house with an adja-
cent garage. He also wants to divide
the property by a board-on-board
fence and put a three-bay garage and
an office with a second floor for stor-
age on the rear portion of the prop-
erty.

Tom Quinn of Scotch Plains, the
engineer for the project, described
the property and the proposed
changes to it to the board. He an-
swered questions from Steven Bolio,
the township engineer, who had in-
spected the property, as to drainage,
borders, surface paving material and
parking. Mr. Quinn said there will be
five parking stalls for the employees

Plan. Bd. Discusses Future of
CF Downtown at Workshop

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – Director of the
Office of Business and Economic
Development for the township,
Kathleen Miller Prunty, led a discus-
sion with the planning board Wednes-
day that focused on the future of the
downtown.

The Office of Business and Eco-
nomic Development is the township
department charged with economic
revitalization and marketing for the
special improvement district (SID),
an area comprised of 223 properties
and more than 300 businesses lo-
cated in the SID; 190 retail uses in
approximately 309,000 square feet;
approximately 50,000 square feet of
office space; and almost 1,000 apart-
ments/condo units in the SID and
immediate area, according to its
website.

Ms. Prunty said the downtown
should ideally attract empty nesters

and 20- to 30-year-olds in order to
thrive. To attract this population, she
said the downtown should become a
place to socialize, have public spaces
that are welcoming, and have cul-
tural activities.

“Our business community is pre-
dominantly small business indepen-
dent owners — and that is a good
thing,” Ms. Prunty said. She said
Cranford should not try to mimic
Westfield and attract large national
chain stores, but rather create some-
thing that sets Cranford apart.

“We need to embrace what we
have,” she said.

Some of the problems in the down-
town, she said, are poor maintenance
of empty lots, weeds growing in tree
wells, and litter. Also, she said, there
is a disconnect in communication
between township departments,
which has caused projects to stall.

One of these stalled projects is a
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

In 1492, Columbus Sailed the Ocean Blue...Columbus Day, October 14, 2013


