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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

SUPPORTERS...Ali Juliana and Nina Martini, both Westfield residents,  sport
their “Martini for Freeholder, ‘For a Better Union County’”  T-shirts as they
campaign this past weekend in support of Mark Martini, Republican candidate
for Union County Freeholder.

LEATHERNECKS...Veteran Freeholder candidate Marc Krauss, right, poses
with members of the Central New Jersey Leathernecks of the Marine Corps
League at the Scotch Plains Street Fair on Sunday.

GO PINK...Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky gets in on the fun as the PAL
mothers participate in a flag football game at Tamaques Park as a breast cancer
awareness initiative.

CAMPAIGN TRAIL...Dave Haas, Westfield mayoral candidate, visits the an-
nual AppleFest, held on the lawn of the historic Reeve House in Westfield on
Saturday.  Mr. Haas met with guests and spoke about the importance of groups,
like the Historical Society of Westfield, to maintain the charm of the town.

Photo courtesy of Suzette Stalker and Family
GOOD BEACH READ...Westfield Leader editor Suzette Stalker, center, and
family members brought The Westfield Leader along during a visit last month to
Great Stirrup Cay, an island in the Bahamas owned by Norwegian Cruise Line.
Pictured with Miss Stalker, from left to right, are: her cousin, Sherry Poetsche;
mother, Phyllis Stalker, and cousins, Stephanie and Ken Stevens.

tions with the building owner to modify
the existing “600” monument sign in
the center of the building. The board
unanimously approved the sign to be
modified to show the Wells Fargo Ad-
visors plaque with the 600 above it,
along with approval of a 3.5-foot by
3.67-foot sign to be erected on the top
front right corner of the building.

An application by Boffard Holding,
LLC, which is owned by Daryl Boffard
of Short Hills, to build a mixed-use
retail and residential building at 409
Westfield Avenue was approved by a
vote of 5-2, with Kris McAloon and
Vince Wilt casting the two no votes.

The new building, which will be
adjacent to the new Root Building on
Westfield Avenue, will house three re-
tail tenants on the first floor and three
one-bedroom apartments on both the
second and third floors.

At issue for the board was a variance
request for a proposed five-foot rear-
yard setback where 35 feet is required.
Because the proposed building would
be located in the central business dis-
trict, the property can be developed to
the lot line; however, that only applies
to retail and office use, not residential.
The building will only have windows
at the front and rear. One apartment on
each floor will face the front of the
building, and two on each floor will
face the back.

Board members raised concern that
if the lot adjacent to the rear of the
building were to be fully developed,
there would only be five feet of space
between the back apartment windows
and a potential brick wall. Following
the board’s comments at the Septem-
ber hearing, architect Thomas Potter
said that the revised plans bring the
building back an additional five feet,
for a total of a 10-foot setback. He also
said he revised the plans to include
skylights on the third floor and solar
tubes for the second floor, which will
bring more natural light into the sec-
ond-floor apartments.

Board members Frank Smith, Rob-
ert Newell and Darielle Walsh, who all
voted in favor of the application, said
that while they were not entirely pleased
about the 10-foot setback, they would
rather see this development occur than
nothing at all.

Elizabeth Honan of First Street did
raise concern over where residents of
the new development would park their
cars. Town Planner Bill Drew will look
into a night owl permit system for south
side residents.

Testimony began on an application
for the construction of 22 condos at
430, 500, 512, 514 and 516 Central
Avenue by Ralph Rapuano. In 2006
Mr. Rapuano received board approval
to build 16 apartments and approxi-
mately 10,000 square feet of commer-
cial space on three of the five lots.

Under the new proposal there would
be 14 two-bedroom apartments, eight
one-bedroom apartments and approxi-
mately 15,000 square feet of retail space

divided among six tenants. The appli-
cant, who is represented by attorney
James Flynn, is proposing 58 parking
spaces, with 35 of them underground
and 23 above ground at the rear of the
building.

The town’s traffic engineer, Gordon
Meth, took issue with the numbers
used by the applicant’s engineer, Craig
Peregoy, and suggested that there be
assigned parking for the tenants. Mr.
Peregoy said that the “best efficiency of
parking is to let it be a free for all.”

Mr. Meth also suggested that the
board consider restrictions on what
types of businesses could use the pro-
posed retail space so as to limit the
number of parked cars. He said that
“some kind of controls or limitations”
are needed for the parking issues. He
added that a no-left turn restriction is
needed during certain times of day
from the parking lot.

Mr. Flynn objected to Mr. Meth’s
testimony on the basis that the witness
was not properly qualified by the board.
Mr. Meth’s qualifications were then
offered into the record and he repeated
his testimony.

The application will continue at the
board’s Monday, November 4 meet-
ing.
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Jersey Care Transitions Program. Mr.
Guzzo said Union County is the only
county to receive funding in New Jer-
sey for the service. Under the program,
when a senior 65 and older is hospital-
ized, the county will send representa-
tives to see the resident, “to make sure
they understand the medical directives
that are being given to them.” A home
follow-up is included to make sure they
are filling their medications and fol-
lowing their doctors instructions, “all
to avoid another hospitalization.”

A resolution was on the agenda for a
shared-services agreement between the
county and Garwood to allow a fire
ladder truck to be used at the Union
County Fire Academy to be stored in
Garwood. The borough will have use
of the truck for emergency responses as
part of the agreement.

Among freeholder-sponsored reso-
lutions, the board is set to congratulate
Michael Seaman, an eighth-grade
teacher at Orange Avenue School in
Cranford, on being named Union
County Teacher of the Year for 2013-
2014. Another resolution congratulates
CONTACT We Care on its 38th anni-
versary. CONTACT is a Westfield-
based crisis hotline and suicide preven-
tion training provider.

The board’s regular meeting, where
resolutions will be voted on, is tonight
at 7 p.m. in the freeholders meeting
room on the sixth floor of the Union
County Administration Building in
Elizabeth.
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GW Council Eyes Destroyed
Dwellings Ordinance

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Council members
asked Borough Attorney Bob Renaud
on Tuesday to investigate the plausibil-
ity of an ordinance requiring property
owners to remove a building’s founda-
tion within a set time period after the
structure has been declared uninhabit-
able and razed.

The matter stemmed from proper-
ties on Second Avenue and Center Street
destroyed by fire in the past year.

Both have been leveled to the foun-
dations but have remained dormant
since their destruction.

Councilman Bill Nierstedt suggested
the ordinance during the work session.
He said most homeowners are unaware
that their insurance does not cover the
foundation of their home, leaving some
properties to become blighted. He said
removing a foundation costs a “pretty
penny.”

Not only are the properties eyesores
but they also could become health haz-
ards by becoming places where stag-
nant water could gather and become a
breeding ground for insects, and thus
diseases like West Nile virus, Mayor
Pat Quattrocchi said.

While the owner of the Second Av-
enue property has submitted plans to
rebuild, the Center Street property
owner has not, according to Mr.
Nierstedt. He added that the Second
Avenue homeowner’s application is
incomplete.

 “I would like to see if the council
would advance some action...we don’t
want any type of tragedy like that to
happen where we don’t have some-
thing that requires a property owner to
do something after a certain period of
time.”

Mr. Renaud said the borough has
adopted portions of the BOCA Na-
tional Property Maintenance Code from
1996. He said he has not reviewed the
document but has been told that it does
not require what Mr. Nierstedt sug-
gested. Neither does the property main-
tenance code or the construction code,
he added.

He expressed reservations over the
enforceability of such an ordinance.
He said he represented a municipality
where a homeowner had a swing set,
pool and barbecue grill in the front
yard, much to the dismay of the neigh-
bors. “I don’t know that you can write
an ordinance to cover every situation,
because something pops up occasion-
ally,” he said. “I’d like to see whether
any other municipalities have such or-
dinances and how they deal with them.”

Mr. Nierstedt reiterated that “when
you have something unfortunately hap-
pen like this, you can’t allow that situ-
ation to linger because what happens is
it affects all their values. What’s the
purpose of zoning? To protect your
property value. What’s the purpose of
property maintenance? Protect your
property values.

“There has to be some timeframe
here to submit an application; you get
an approval to build or you knock it
down and turn it to grass. But you
cannot allow the property to remain the

way it is today.”
He insisted that a “strongly worded

ordinance” was something the council
could pass and said he would find
similar ordinances.

Councilman Jim Mathieu said he
was against passing an ordinance ap-
plying to existing properties because it
would be passed with specific property
owners in mind. “I don’t want anyone
to be subject to something tomorrow
they were not subject to today,” he said.
“However, if we use this prospectively
for situations like this, I would really
have no problems with that at all.”

In other meeting business, council
members approved a five-year agree-
ment with Union County that will give
the Garwood Fire Department access
to a ladder truck. Under the agreement,
the borough will store the ladder truck
in its center bay and will bring it to the
county’s training academy when
needed, about 10 times a year. The
borough will cover the maintenance;
the county will cover all major repairs.

Council President Sara Todisco and
Mr. Nierstedt proposed donating un-
eaten bread from area restaurants to
Garwood’s seniors. Mr. Nierstedt said
he saw staff at an unnamed restaurant
throwing out a four-foot-high paper
bag of bread when he and his wife were
taking an evening walk. Ms. Todisco
said she checked with the health de-
partment, and said donating the bread
would not be a problem. She said ide-
ally, the county would have a truck
drive around to all the restaurants and
collect bread at the end of the night and
bring it to food banks.

“We’d have to also see if we could
bring in another organization if we
wanted to expand it beyond the se-
niors,” she said. “The bread gets thrown
away anyway. Really, if anybody would
like it, why not? We’re not going to
check their income for it.”

Ms. Todisco reported that Union
County Freeholders adopted a resolu-
tion on September 26 to improve the
intersection of South Avenue and Cen-
ter Street. She said there will be a study
done on traffic flow and the lights will
be “changed and timed to better meet
the needs of the traffic and pedestri-
ans.”

Council members approved the pur-
chase of a spreader and plow for the
dump truck. Four bids were accepted.
The contract was awarded to Trius, Inc.
of Bohemia, N.Y., in the amount of
$35,797.

Mr. Renaud informed council
members that the borough’s insur-
ance company will pay for the re-
moval of “dirty” soil at the Athletic
Field Complex. When Mr. Nierstedt
asked why the contractor was not
paying for it, Mr. Renaud said the
council would have to go into execu-
tive session for the explanation. Coun-
cil members went into executive ses-
sion at the conclusion of the meeting.

Mayor Quattrocchi announced that
representatives from the borough’s
Office of Emergency Management will
be at the Tuesday, October 22 meeting
to answer questions about hurricane
preparation.

of empty lots, weeds growing in tree
wells, and litter. Also, she said, there
is a disconnect in communication
between township departments,
which has caused projects to stall.

One of these stalled projects is a
$500,000 grant from the New Jersey
Department of Transportation to be
used for pedestrian walkways and
landscaping by the train station.
Cranford was first named a Transit
Village in 2003, and the grant comes
from that designation. The grant has
been given three extensions and is
awaiting completion of specifications
by the township engineer and then it
would go out to bid, Ms. Prunty said.

“It will improve traffic circulation
and pedestrian traffic,” Ms. Prunty
said of the improvements.

“It’s another opportunity lost,” said
planning board member, and former
township mayor, Dan Aschenbach.

When asked who on the planning
board knew of the grant, only about
half of the members raised their
hands. The board was dismayed that
the grant has not been put into action.

The board had said the engineer is
overloaded, and has been focused on
flood issues.

The tools Ms. Prunty said she
needs to improve the downtown are,
“We meet more often. We work
particularly on critical sites that
have the opportunity for investment.
And, more importantly, we are
speaking the same language,” Ms.
Prunty said.

“We don’t have, as a community
and those in charge…a clear mes-
sage as to what we want to do, and
how we get there…When people
stop seeing this as a place to
invest…we will limp along,” Ms.
Prunty said. She asked for a vision
statement. When investors have ap-
proached her about what the town-
ship wants in its downtown, she said
she did not have an answer for them,
because there is no vision statement
set in place.

The Office of Business and Eco-
nomic Development was scheduled
to present a strategic plan to the town-
ship committee on Tuesday.
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Cranford Council Institutes
Eatery Re-inspection Fines

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township com-
mittee on Tuesday approved an ordi-
nance setting out increases in fines
each time a retail food establishment
fails a health inspection.

The new law was necessitated, ac-
cording to Commissioner Kevin
Campbell, by several recent instances
where local restaurants failed their an-
nual inspections multiple times, which
required health inspectors — “at a cost
to taxpayers,” Mr. Campbell noted —
to revisit the establishments.

The Westfield Regional Health De-
partment handles health inspections
for Cranford. A “conditionally satis-
factory” rating is given when a restau-
rant has one or more violations needing
to be addressed. The ordinance passed
at the committee’s regular meeting this
week sets out a series of fines when a
re-inspection is needed. A fine of $100
will result for a first re-inspection; $200
for a second inspection, and $400 and
a mandatory appearance before the
board of health for a third.

In other business, resident George
Collins presented the committee with a
petition requesting speed bumps on
MacArthur Street and Lexington Av-
enue, saying that cars — often at high
speeds — use the two streets as short-
cuts between Raritan Road and Wal-
nut Avenue. Mayor Thomas Hannen,
Jr. said the police department will
look into the matter and make rec-
ommendations to the committee.

Township Administrator Joseph
Hartnett said that two bids for the an-
nual road resurfacing program will be
opened on Friday, October 18, and
expressed confidence that work can
begin “as soon as possible.” Centennial
Avenue between Raritan Road and
North Avenue will be closed for pav-
ing on Thursday and Friday nights.

The committee currently is in the
midst of seeking a new township
administrator to replace Mr.
Hartnett, a position that Commis-
sioner Andis Kalnins called “one of
the most important” in the town-
ship government. Mr. Hartnett has
submitted his resignation, but that
did not prevent Robert D’Ambola,
a Republican running for a seat on
the committee next month, from
praising Mr. Hartnett’s performance,
which he described as “extremely im-
pressive,” and asking the township com-
mittee to do what it could to retain Mr.
Hartnett.

The four candidates for the two com-

mittee seats will debate on Thursday,
October 24, at 8 p.m. at the municipal
building. Mr. D’Ambola and his run-
ning mate, Mary O’Connor, will square
off against Commissioner Campbell,
who is running for a second term, and
Delly Howard.

Deputy Mayor Edward O’Malley
said the annual Rubber Ducky Derby
will be held at Sperry Park Falls at
North Union Avenue Bridge on Sun-
day, October 13, at 4 p.m. after the
annual Cranford Street Fair and Music
Festival take place throughout the
downtown on Sunday from 11 a.m. to
5 p.m. Parking and admission will be
free. Mr. Campbell reminded residents
that the annual river cleanup will take
place on Saturday, October 19, from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m.

At the start of the meeting, members
of Girl Scout Troop No. 40115 led the
committee in the salute to the flag. And
Deputy Mayor O’Malley presented
certificates to four local businesses —
Fire Me Up Studio, Old City Café and
Grill, Nail Plaza and The Porch Salon,
for their efforts in adopting environ-
mentally-sustainable practices as part
of the town’s Go Green initiative.

(WAA) President Paul Deroo said ad-
vertisements and information can be
seen in PleinAir Magazine. Visit
westfieldartassociation.org for more
information.

The council will hold its next
meeting at the municipal building
on Tuesday, October 22, at 8 p.m.
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Downtown Westfield
Trick-or-Treat

Set for October 27
WESTFIELD – The Downtown

Trick-or-Treat festivities will be held
on Sunday, October 27, from 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m. (rain or shine).

A Costume Contest will be held on
Quimby Street at 2 p.m. The parade
will follow at 2:30 p.m.

The parade will begin on Quimby
Street, turn onto North Avenue,  Pros-
pect Street, East Broad Street and
then return to Elm and Quimby
Streets.

The event is sponsored by the
Downtown Westfield Corporation
and The Optimist Club of Westfield.


