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The Right Combination Of Cutting Edge Technology And The Highest Quality Of Services And Programs
Is The Reason We Are The Preferred Real Estate Company.... If It Is Real Estate Anywhere, We Can Help!

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
APPLEFEST...Judges get ready to sample the apple pie entries at the Fifth Annual AppleFest held at the Reeve History and
Cultural Resource Center, hosted by the Westfield Historical Society on Saturday. Pictured, left to right, are: Eric
Hambrecht, Jamie Chavez and Marc Corello.

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader
MOVING DELAYS…The historic Levi Cory House in Mountainside was set to
be moved last weekend from its original location at the corner of Mountain
Avenue and New Providence Road to a site near the Mountainside Public
Library. Last-minute structural problems delayed the move, which is being
spearheaded by the Mountainside Restoration Committee.

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
WELCOME...An actor playing William Edgar Reeve greets visitors on Saturday
afternoon at the Fifth Annual AppleFest held at the Reeve History and Cultural
Resource Center.

HELPING OUR TROOPS...The Westfield Police Athletic League, Inc. (PAL)
recently completed fund-raising efforts, which included raising funds for the
Westfield Armory for a variety of athletic equipment to keep the soldiers in top
physical condition. The Westfield Lacrosse organization, in addition to the
Westfield Youth baseball organization, contributed significant funds as did
several members of the PAL Board of Directors. Anyone who wishes to make a
donation may contact either John Dugan at the Westfield PAL at
jduganjr@comcast.net or Danielle Bracco at the Family Readiness Group at
daniellebracco@verizon.net.  Pictured, left to right, are: Gianna Ricerca, An-
thony Ricerca, Gabriella Ricerca, Johnny Ricerca, Greg Hobson and Ms.  Bracco.

Asset Management System
Implemented by County

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — County officials an-
nounced last Thursday that an asset
management software system, requir-
ing all county equipment to be labeled
and logged into the program, was imple-
mented on October 1. Installation of
the new software follows two cases of
missing equipment in the last few years,
the most recent involving missing gen-
erators during Hurricane Sandy.

County Manager Al Faella said over
6,000 pieces of equipment had to be
labeled. He said anything valued over
$100 was labeled.

“You (Freeholder Chairwoman
Linda Carter and previous Chairman
Al Mirabella) made it very clear to me
since I became county manager that
this was a very important issue — to get
a handle on all our deficiencies with
regard to equipment that the county
utilizes,” Mr. Faella said. “As of Octo-
ber 1 we have implemented the new
asset management software
system...We have the software in place.
Each department understands that they
will be responsible for their part of it,
and we’re going to work very dili-
gently to make sure this is an effective
and efficient way to track our assets
going forward.”

Freeholder Mohamed Jalloh, speak-
ing for the board’s policy committee,
commended department directors and
seasonal workers who worked on imple-
menting the new program.

“This was a major task and under-
taking to account for all the assets and
to get them all ready for this program,”
he said.

Freeholder Jalloh said, “although no
policy can ever prevent any bad thing
from happening, at least this is a step, I
believe, in the right direction.”

In other business, Finance Director
Bibi Taylor was asked about what im-
pact the partial federal government
shutdown will have on the county. She
said the county will be “essentially
tapping into our surplus funds to pay
for a particular program” until the
county is reimbursed with federal funds
later on.

Mr. Faella added that, “We could go
for approximately 30 to 45 days with
regard to (federal) grants and reim-
bursements. If the shutdown lasts longer
than that, it would have a serious im-
pact on our budget and our ability to
reimburse the various towns.”

Frank Guzzo, director of human ser-
vices, said some counties are freezing
their Workforce Investment Act Dislo-
cated Worker program enrollments
“because they are worried about using
the (federal) dollars that are available
within the system.” He said counties
receive a base allocation on July 1 and
the rest of the allocation on October 1.
A resolution was on Thursday’s agenda
setting meeting to accept $1.2 million
in New Jersey Department of Labor
and Workforce Development Invest-
ment Act funding for the county’s dis-
located worker program. These are fed-
eral funds that go to states and then to
counties.

The board also considered a resolu-
tion to accept $218,446 from the Visit-
ing Nurse Association of Central Jer-
sey for a program entitled Central New

Plan. Bd. Discusses Future of
CF Downtown at Workshop

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Director of the
Office of Business and Economic
Development for the township,
Kathleen Miller Prunty, led a discus-
sion with the planning board Wednes-
day that focused on the future of the
downtown.

The Office of Business and Eco-
nomic Development is the township
department charged with economic
revitalization and marketing for the
special improvement district (SID),
an area comprised of 223 properties
and more than 300 businesses lo-
cated in the SID; 190 retail uses in
approximately 309,000 square feet;
approximately 50,000 square feet of
office space; and almost 1,000 apart-
ments/condo units in the SID and
immediate area, according to its

website.
Ms. Prunty said the downtown

should ideally attract empty nesters
and 20- to 30-year-olds in order to
thrive. To attract this population, she
said the downtown should become a
place to socialize, have public spaces
that are welcoming, and have cul-
tural activities.

“Our business community is pre-
dominantly small business indepen-
dent owners — and that is a good
thing,” Ms. Prunty said. She said
Cranford should not try to mimic
Westfield and attract large national
chain stores, but rather create some-
thing that sets Cranford apart.

“We need to embrace what we
have,” she said.

Some of the problems in the down-
town, she said, are poor maintenance

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Westfield Planning Board OKs
Sign, Building Applications

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The planning board
approved two applications and began
testimony on a third at its regular meet-
ing on Monday night.

Wells Fargo Advisors was approved
for a monument sign and a building
sign at 600 South Avenue. Testimony
on this matter began in August; how-
ever, the board asked that Wells Fargo
negotiate a combined monument sign
with the law firm of Lerner David,
which also occupies space at that loca-
tion. The board of adjustment had al-
ready approved a monument sign for
Lerner David, and set forth a condition
that no additional signage could be
approved without application by the
building’s owner.

Chris Hovanec, the corporate real
estate broker who negotiated Wells
Fargo’s lease at this location, testified

that he did attempt to negotiate a joint
sign with Lerner David. He said that
Wells Fargo offered to pay for the erec-
tion of the sign and to pay for any
maintenance of the monument sign.
Initially, Lerner David asked for an up-
front payment of $125,000, and while
Wells Fargo Advisors did not agree to
that, it did provide Lerner David with

multiple sign proposals. As a counter
offer, Lerner David requested that Wells
Fargo Advisors pay them $15,000 a
year for the length of Wells Fargo’s 10-
year lease, totaling $150,000, at which
time negotiations broke down between
the two parties.

Mr. Hovanec then began negotia-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Ongoing Issues Ignite Discussions
At Westfield Council Meeting

By HILAREY WOJTOWICZ
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Town Council
members and residents in attendance at
Tuesday night’s meeting were reminded
that there is just one month until the
mayoral election. Comments and con-
cerns about the intersection at Clover
and Central Avenue, as well as the
purchase of a mobile command center
in April were expressed by council
members and mayoral candidate Coun-
cilman Dave Haas, a candidate for
mayor and Mayor Andy Skibitsky, who
is seeking reelection.

“I’m very happy that we have a
mobile command center and the (mid-
block pedestrian) light is working as
intended,” Mayor Skibitsky said in re-

sponse to residents Greg Kasko, Adina
Enculescu and Maria Carluccio.

“I believe that the combined actions
and processes were questionable,” Mr.
Haas said referring to the purchase of
the mobile command center which the
town obtained from a manufacturer in
Utah. “And the town has 18 years of
data regarding accidents on Central
Avenue and they have increased since
the crosswalk was moved and the light
was put in.”

In a letter to The Westfield Leader
(see page 4), Town Attorney Russell
Finestein stated that the purchase of the
mobile command center complied with
regulations set by the New Jersey Local
Public Contracts Law and requests for
information is available as per the Open

Public Records Act. The only informa-
tion unavailable to the public pertains
to “security measures and surveillance
techniques” that was redacted, Mr.
Finestein explained.

In other news, the council confirmed
the demolition of two single-family
dwellings and one detached garage
and approved the payments for over-
paid taxes in 2011, 2012 and 2013
pursuant to the Tax Court of New Jer-
sey.

Residences with detached garages
located at 736 Embree Crescent and
515 Carleton Road will be demolished,
as well as the detached garage at 755
Clark Street, which sits on a separate
lot from the house it relates to. The
demolition of the single-family dwell-
ing located at 10 Stoneleigh Park has
been deferred again until the Historical
Preservation Commission discusses the
property at its next meeting, scheduled
to happen sometime in November.

The council, pursuant to the Tax
Court of New Jersey, approved paying
the owners of 174 Elm Street a total of
$23,034 as reimbursement for over-
paid taxes from 2011, 2012 and 2013.
In addition, five individuals will be
paid a total of $11,962 in overpaid
taxes for 2013.

The town will pay a total of $150,000
as per the capital budget to Messercola
Excavating Co., Inc., Camarrato Truck-
ing Inc., and JESCO, Inc. for the 2013
Leaf Collection Program.

Lighting and installation was also
approved for parking lot four at a cost
of $28,506 to PSE&G as per the capital
budget. The town will also pay $77,145
to R&J Control, Inc. for the installation
of an emergency generator at the Pub-
lic Works Complex as per the capital
budget.

The milling of Elm and Quimby
Streets is also expected to start soon,
with construction taking place at night
so not to disturb businesses or resi-
dents.

The Westfield Art Association
(WAA) confirmed the 2014 Westfield
Art Invitational, which it will host from
October 20-26, 2014 in celebration of
the 350th Anniversary of the founding
of the Garden State of New Jersey.

Election Forums for Municipal
Candidates Announced

WESTFIELD – The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times will hold the tradi-
tional Candidates Forum in conjunc-
tion with TV36 on Thursday, October
24, at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Cham-
bers at the Westfield Municipal Build-
ing. Candidates for municipal election
for Westfield mayor and ward council
persons will participate. The public is
encouraged to attend and to e-mail
topics for discussion by Sunday, Octo-
ber 20, to editor@goleader.com.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times will video a
debate in its office between the two
candidates for the one open seat on
the township council. The video will
be posted on the Internet and a copy
will be provided to local TV. The
event will be held on Saturday, Octo-
ber 26, at 11 a.m. E-mail topics for
discussion by October 20 to
editor@goleader.com.

MOUNTAINSIDE and FAN-

WOOD – No election forums are
planned.

GARWOOD – A debate is sched-
uled for Thursday, October  24, at 7:30
p.m. at The Pointe of Garwood, the
condominium complex between
Maple and Chestnut Streets. The can-
didates, who are seeking two open
seats, are Mike Martin, a Republican;
Jim Mathieu, a Conservative Republi-
can; and Bruce Paterson, a registered
Democrat who is running as an Inde-
pendent write-in candidate. The pub-
lic is invited. The debate will be held
in the clubhouse at The Pointe.

FREEHOLDERS – Candidates for
the three open seats for Union County
Freeholder will debate at the Cranford
Municipal Building on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 15, at 7:30 p.m.

FOR SCHOOL BOARD CANDI-
DATES, no election forums are
planned as candidates are unopposed,
except in Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

In 1492, Columbus Sailed the Ocean Blue...Columbus Day, October 14, 2013


