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• Business Health Plans

• Medicare Plans

• Term Life Insurance

benefitsnj.com

732-345-6300
Call for a Quote Today

A.Ammermuller
& Company

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski 

Presents 

 

 Back row: Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq. & Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) 

  Front row: Eva Uhrik, Esq. and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. 

 

5 Lawyers, 5 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates 

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including 

custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child 

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence, 

palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions 

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference 

 

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. 

340 North Avenue 

Cranford, New Jersey 07016 

(908) 272-0200 

www.dughihewit.com 

WESTFIELD
ELECTRICAL SERVICE

908-668-0490

All types of electrical work and repairs
for your home, store or office

Reliable quality service since 1929

All work performed by clean,
cautious & experienced electricians

Lic # 14073

Generators
Whole House Generators

And Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team

Call Jon Bramnick

We Have Three Former Prosecutors

908-322-7000

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

www.jonbramnick.com

                DWI Charges?

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO RE-BID

SEALED PROPOSALS WILL BE RE-
CEIVED BY THE TOWN CLERK OF THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY,
ON TUESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2013 AT
10:00 A.M. PREVAILING TIME AT THE
MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 425 EAST
BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY FOR THE RENTAL OF EQUIP-
MENT USED IN THE COLLECTION OF
LEAVES FROM THE STREETS, WALK-
WAYS, AND PARKING LOTS IN THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD.

THE EQUIPMENT TO BE RENTED ON
AN HOURLY BASIS WITHOUT OPERA-
TOR IS A 3 CUBIC YARD CAPACITY
STREET SWEEPER.

PROPOSALS MUST BE IN WRITING
AT THE PLACE AND BEFORE THE HOUR
MENTIONED ABOVE, AND MUST BE
ACCOMPANIED BY A CERTIFIED
CHECK, OR BID BOND, MADE PAYABLE
TO THE TREASURER OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, IN THE AMOUNT OF TWO
HUNDRED DOLLARS ($200.00) TO IN-
SURE EXECUTION OF THE CONTRACT.

BIDDERS MUST BE IN COMPLIANCE
WITH ALL PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER
127 PL 1975, SUPPLEMENT TO THE
LAW AGAINST DISCRIMINATION (AF-
FIRMATIVE ACTION).

SPECIFICATIONS MAY BE SEEN OR
OBTAINED AT THE OFFICE OF THE
TOWN ENGINEER, PUBLIC WORKS
CENTER, 959 NORTH AVENUE, WEST,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY.

THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL RESERVE
THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY AND ALL
BIDS AND TO WAIVE ANY INFORMAL-
ITY, IF IN THE INTEREST OF THE TOWN,
IT IS DEEMED ADVISABLE TO DO SO.

KRIS J. McALOON
TOWN ENGINEER

1 T - 10/3/13, The Leader Fee: $38.25

GOP Sen., Including Chiesa, Allowed
Continuing Reso. to Move for a Vote

I Am Proud to Have Been Part of
Success, Vision of Today’s Fanwood

Runnells Specialized Hospital: The
Democrat Freeholder Money Pit

Some Day Government Service Will Be
Honor Enough, Not a Gravy Train

The Union County Improvement
Authority released a Request For Pro-
posal on September 25 for the
privatization of Runnells Specialized
Hospital in Berkeley Heights. The irony
or hypocrisy, depending on your view,
of this goes back before last week.

In August, Charlotte DeFilippo,
former UCIA executive director re-
signs in disgrace after serving 13 years.
DeFilippo was also the Union County
Democrat Committee chairwoman
who worked both positions from her
home in Hillside. She was given per-
mission to work from home by the all
Democrat Board of Freeholders. Ap-
parently, none of the freeholders
thought this might be a little unethical
or lack integrity. In April, Tom Neff,
chairman of the state Local Finance
Board, attacked DeFilippo, calling her
$160,000 annual salary to oversee a
staff of two people “unconscionable”
and “disgusting.”

While DeFillipo was the executive
director of the UCIA, Freeholder
Daniel Sullivan was the executive
director of the Union County Utili-
ties Authority receiving roughly a
$130,000 annual salary.

A little over two weeks ago, Free-
holder Sullivan resigns from the Board
of Freeholders to become interim di-
rector of the UCIA, the very same
position his former party boss just re-
signed in disgrace from and he will
continue serve as the executive director
of the UCUA. He apparently has been
conducting a study of merging the two
agencies. Motivations unknown.

So as his first official act as the
interim executive director of the
UCIA, Sullivan puts out an RFP for
the privatization of Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital.

Now go back to the 2010 Free-
holder debates where the candidates
were asked, “What are the candi-
dates’ plans for the future of
Runnells?” “Should the county con-
tinue to operate the hospital, or should
privatization be considered?” This

question was asked because Runnells
was already operating at a loss.

Republican candidate Ellen
Dickson and now mayor of Summit
stated in reference to Runnells, “I do
not support selling the hospital, I
think it needs to be examined.” Demo-
crat Freeholder Sullivan fired back at
Dickson, “Don’t be misled by what
you’re hearing here tonight. When
you hear, ‘We’re going to examine
this, we’re going to look at it,’ they
have a plan to get rid of it.” Now
Sullivan, as the new UCIA director,
is moving forward with getting rid of
it. Not looking at examining it back
then cost Union County taxpayers
millions. According to the RFP, in
2012 the hospital operated at $22.8-
million dollar deficit. That was just
one years’ worth.

In that very same debate in 2010,
Freeholder Kowlaski responded, “A
few years ago, Runnells was not in
such good shape financially.” No kid-
ding? Then went on to say, “This
Democratic team, we have made sure
Runnells is self-sustaining economi-
cally and is moving very solidly in
the future,” and her fellow Freeholder
Linda Carter echoed the same senti-
ments: “Runnells is a self-sustaining
hospital.” This wasn’t true in 2010
and it certainly isn’t true today, but it
cost Union County taxpayers nearly
$100 million waiting for the “this
Democrat team” of Carter, Kowalski
and Sullivan to figure it out. Essen-
tially, the Democrats turned Runnells
into a money pit.

You no longer can vote Sullivan
out, but you can vote Democrats
Carter and Kowalski out. Isn’t it time
to stop letting the all-Democrat Board
of Freeholders waste your money?
This isn’t about party loyalty, it’s
about your wallet.

Thank you for your support and
remember to vote for Krauss, Mar-
tini, and Geiger on November 5th.

Marc Krauss
Candidate for Freeholder

As I sit here under the Fanwood
clock on this sunny, brisk autumn
day, I look out and remember what
Fanwood used to look like. As a kid,
Fanwood had a nice park but not
much more. There were many gas
stations, a few old looking stores and
a dilapidated train station.

Even when I became interested in
civic affairs 20 years ago, it didn’t
look much different. There always
seemed to be a vision for Fanwood,
but nothing much was ever accom-
plished. The town did buy the prop-
erty behind the stores to provide park-
ing. Occasionally, a store might put
on a fresh coat of paint. It wasn’t until
Mayor Mahr was elected that the
vision for downtown redevelopment
came to fruition.

We now have three new, multi-use
buildings featuring state-of-the-art
apartments and many more new busi-
nesses. It brings a smile to see all the
foot traffic around town and people
sitting outside, enjoying coffee and
ice cream.

This fall, we will see the ground-
breaking of the next phase, thus com-

pleting the South Avenue phase of the
redevelopment. Mind you, all of this
was started at the height of a recession.

NJ Monthly magazine has just rated
Fanwood the number 3 town in all of
New Jersey to raise a family. This
distinction is no accident. With our
excellent schools, safe neighbor-
hoods, vibrant recreation programs
and wonderful community spirit, it’s
no wonder families come to Fanwood
and stay here.

My job over the past 15 years has
been to keep the best services for the
lowest cost without compromising what
is best for our citizens. This is a com-
mitment that I will continue to uphold
during my next term when re-elected.

I am very proud to have been part
of the success and vision of today’s
Borough of Fanwood. I do what I do
because I love Fanwood. This is why
I am running again for Borough Coun-
cil. Please get out and vote on No-
vember 5th for me and Tom Kranz
for Fanwood Council.

Kathy Mitchell
Fanwood Councilperson

Candidate for Re-Election

Last week we voters got the
chance to see how some of the Wash-
ington politicians act to hide what
they are doing. This example in-
volves the continuing resolution
(CR) funding the federal govern-
ment through November 15, 2013
which passed the U.S. Senate. The
Senate did not approve the resolu-
tion passed by the House. Instead it
approved a different bill, one which
provided funding for the Patient
Affordable Care Act (Obamacare).
No Republican Senator voted for
the passage of this bill. But that’s
not the whole story. Twenty-five of
the Republican Senators did want
the bill to pass, but did not want to
go on record as voting for it.

The Senate (like many legisla-
tures around the world) has had for
many years a rule which allows any
Senator to discuss a bill for as long
as he wants. The only way to shut
off debate and move to a simple
majority vote on the bill is with a
vote of three-fifths of the Senators
present.

Notice the two different require-
ments for the vote: shutting off de-
bate requires a three-fifths vote (60
votes) and thereafter actually pass-
ing the bill requires a majority vote
(51 votes). This difference allows
Senators to vote ‘yes’ to let a bill
move on to a majority vote – and
then allows them to vote ‘no’ on the
bill itself.

This split voting by a Senator
happens when the Senator likes the
bill but doesn’t want to go on record
as voting ‘yes.’ This only works if
he knows there are at least 51 Sena-
tors who will vote ‘yes’ on the bill
itself (as was the case last week).
The timorous Senator can vote to
allow debate to stop (technically
not a vote on the bill itself), permit-
ting the bill to move on to a major-
ity vote, and then he or she can

stand up and vote ‘no’ on the bill
itself. Thereafter he can go on tele-
vision and proudly say “I voted
against the bill!!”

This is exactly what happened
this past week. Many Republicans,
including New Jersey Senator
Chiesa (and John McCain, Bob
Corker, Kelly Ayotte, Lindsay Gra-
ham, John Thune, John Cornyn, and
Mitch McConnell, among other Re-
publicans) voted to allow the bill to
move to a majority vote. Then 25
Republicans (including Chiesa and
all of the others mentioned above)
switched their position and voted
‘no’ on the bill itself. Apparently
Senator Chiesa and the others did
not want to go on record as support-
ing the bill, although obviously they
wanted the bill to pass since they
knew all the Democrats would vote
for it.

So when you hear any of these 25
Republican Senators say that they
are doing everything they can to
stop Obamacare, don’t believe
them. They could have stood against
it, but they didn’t when they had the
chance. Who knows what these guys
in D.C. will do this week as the
government funding saga contin-
ues. I hope Senator Chiesa will be
replaced on October 16th with Steve
Lonegan. I don’t think Lonegan
would act to hide his vote. I think
he, at least, says what he means and
means what he says.

Rich Fortunato
Scotch Plains

People have their own views of
the policies of President Harry S.
Truman but he was an admirable
example of how a person of former
high position should behave.

On the day Dwight D. Eisenhower
was sworn in as President of the
United States, ex-President Harry
S. Truman went to Union Station
down the street from the Capitol to
take the train back to his mother-in-
law’s home in Independence, Mo.
where he would live the rest of his
life.

He refused to be on any corporate
payroll because he believed that for
him to take financial advantage of
his having been President would
diminish the integrity of the Presi-
dency. He turned down numerous
endorsements. And this though he
faced serious financial challenges.
His only income was his old army
pension of $112.56 per month. He
had to take out a personal bank
loan. He wrote his memoirs to bring
in some income but only netted
$37,000 after taxes and expenses.

He told then House Majority
Leader John McCormack in 1957,
“Had it not been for the fact that I
was able to sell some property that
my brother, sister, and I inherited
from our mother, I would practi-
cally be on relief, but with the sale
of the property I am not financially
embarrassed.” (David McCullough,
“Truman”) The Congress responded
in 1958 with the Former Presidents
Act to provide living former Presi-
dents with an annual taxable life-
time pension and office allowances.
(Congressional Research Service)

What a contrast between “Mr.
Citizen” as he wanted to be called
and recent former Presidents and
other government officials! Former
Presidents now receive many mil-

lions of dollars in advance for their
memoirs. They are paid in the six
figures for their speeches.

I am not suggesting that former
Presidents and other former gov-
ernment officials should not make a
good living. But they should not
take financial advantage of having
been in government. Doing so di-
minishes the office they once held.

Tell this to former members of
the United States Senate and the
United State House of Representa-
tives. “Dozens of former members
of Congress now receive handsome
compensation from corporations
and special interests as they attempt
to influence the very federal gov-
ernment in which they used to
serve.” (Center for Responsive Poli-
tics, “Revolving Door: Former
Members”).

Is it any wonder that the public is
skeptical when a person spends on
a political campaign far more than
office for which the person cam-
paigns pays!

Of course, there are many former
government officials who do not
use their former governmental ca-
reer to advance their financial in-
terests.

But the hope is that those who do
so will some day accept their gov-
ernment service as honor enough
and not treat it as an opportunity to
ride a gravy train to wealth once out
of office. For otherwise decisions
they make in office may at times be
skewed against the public interest
in order to increase their chances
for lucre once out of office!

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

COFFEE AND POLITICS...Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) hosted
morning coffee at Westfield's Rockin Joe's on Saturday. Pictured, from left to right,
are:  Councilman Keith Loughlin, Freeholder candidate Marc Krauss, Summit
residents Michael Foncannon and Jason Pucci and Asm. Branmick.

Probitas Verus Honos

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

ALOCOHOL BEVERAGE CONTROL

LICENSE TRANSFER

Please take notice that on October 15,
2013 at 7:30 p.m. at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Mayor and
Council will hold a hearing on the applica-
tion of L & D Fanwood Enterprises, LLC
trading as The Fanwood Ale House to
transfer the Plenary Retail Consumption
License No. 2005-33-003-012 for premises
located at 15-19 South Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey heretofore issued to Fanwood
Ale House, Inc. trading as The Sun Tav-
ern.

The persons who will hold an interest in
this license are:

Frank X. Lindlaw, 113 Dickson Drive,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

Robert J. DeStefanis 834 Bowline Drive,
Forked River, New Jersey 08731

Objections, if any, should be made im-
mediately in writing to: Eleanor McGovern
Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Fanwood
75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey 07023.

The Fanwood Ale House
15-19 South Avenue

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
 2 T - 10/03/13 &
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For Me, Governing Means Providing
Services to All County Residents

Union County is a great place to
live and work. As a county free-
holder, I have been honored to be
part of the governmental team that
serves this county, a place that has
consistently ranked high in national
quality-of-life surveys.

I am running for re-election to the
Freeholder Board because this board
serves our residents effectively. With
Chairman Linda Carter, Freeholder
Sergio Granados, and Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich, I will work to provide
jobs, education, and services.

For me, governing means provid-
ing services to all the residents of
our county: paving roads, providing
transportation to the elderly and dis-
abled, protecting public safety. And
through Union County College and
our county Vocational-Technical
Schools, making outstanding edu-
cational opportunities available to
our young people.

Like counties and towns across
the country, we face serious eco-
nomic challenges. We all want to
keep the costs down. Union County
is doing that every day, and finding
ways to economize. Cuts from other
levels of government have had con-
sequences for our budget. Yet,
through the outstanding efforts of
our county staff, who work tirelessly
with our residents, our businesses,
and our service organizations, we

have maintained vital services and
protected the excellent quality of
life that our residents enjoy.

When my parents moved here in
1957, they were looking for an area
that had vibrant downtown areas,
beautiful parks, and excellent
schools, a place that would be safe
and nurturing to their children. They
found that here in Union County.
My fellow Freeholders and I are
committed to protecting their in-
vestment in Union County – and
yours.

In the November 5 election, I ask
for your support for our Union
County team of: Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich, Freeholder Linda Carter,
Freeholder Sergio Granados, and
myself.

Bette Jane Kowalski
Freeholder

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town
of Westfield, New Jersey will meet on
OCTOBER 16, 2013 in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the follow-
ing appeals for (c) and (d) variance relief
from requirements of the Westfield Land
Use Ordinance.

Tony & Stephanie LaPorta, 409 North
Chestnut Street. Applicant is seeking
approval to construct a front wrap around
porch contrary to Sections 12.03C, D, and
E of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
requires a front yard setback of 28.7 feet.
Proposed is 23.52 feet.

Adam & Natalie Levy, 952 Wyandotte
Trail. Applicant is seeking approval to use
the existing 6 foot high non-solid fence as
a pool enclosure contrary to Section
13.02D5 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance requires a 6 foot solid fence enclo-
sure for pools. Proposed is a 6 foot non-
solid fence.

David Germond, 247 Sinclair Place.
Applicant is seeking approval to construct
a one story addition, a two story addition
and a second floor addition contrary to
Sections 11.08E13 (2.11G), 12.04F1 and
13.01B of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance allows a maximum wall length at a
zoning side yard of 25 feet. Proposed is a
wall length of 27.25 feet. Ordinance allows
a maximum coverage by buildings and
above ground structures of 20%. Proposed
is 20.3%. Ordinance requires a minimum
of 16.5 feet between the primary structure
and an accessory structure. Proposed is
12.5 feet.

Matthew & Rhonda DelForte, 897 Vil-
lage Green. Applicant is seeking approval
to construct a one story addition contrary
to Section 11.06E6 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires a minimum side
yard setback of 12.5 feet. Proposed is 6.71
feet to the chimney and 8.71 feet to the
house.

Molly & Tim McCue, 7 Breezeknoll
Drive. Applicant is seeking approval to
construct a first and second story additions
and a front portico contrary to Sections
11.04E6, 11.04E13 and 12.03D of the
Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires
a minimum side yard setback of 15 feet.
Proposed is 9.8 feet. Ordinance allows a
maximum wall length at a zoning side yard
of 25 feet. Proposed is 37 feet. Ordinance
requires a front yard setback of 64.55 feet
(EFYD). Proposed is 63 feet.

J. Thomas & Sue Ann Butera, 516
Prospect Street. Applicant is seeking
approval to construct a second story addi-
tion contrary to Sections 11.06E6 and
13.01B of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance requires rear yard setback of 35
feet. Proposed is 29 feet. Ordinance re-
quires the garage to be located a minimum
of 16 feet 3 inches from the principal struc-
ture. Proposed is 6 feet.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment
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