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NEW BOUTIQUE IN TOWN...Le Bain Boutique, a bath and body boutique
which also sells baby and organic maternity products, has opened at 17 Elm
Street in Downtown Westfield. Along with many family and friends, owners
Aimee Raoul and Tom Castronova held a ribbon-cutting ceremony with Mayor
Andrew Skibitsky cutting the ribbon, Councilman Sam Della Fera, Councilman
and mayoral candidate Dave Haas, in front at left, Stephanie Walsh, Sherry
Cronin, and Jeff Christakos from the Downtown Westfield Corporation, and
Heather Robinson of the Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce.

Holt: Climate Change Should
Be Treated As Crisis It Is

Washington, D.C. – U.S. Rep.
Rush Holt (D-12th) has released
the following statement in response
to Climate Change 2013, the latest
in a series of reports on climate
change written by the Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC).

The Panel’s most recent prior cli-
mate change report was issued in
2007.

Mr. Holt, a Ph.D. physicist, serves
as the ranking Democrat on the U.S.
House Subcommittee on Energy and
Mineral Resources, which oversees
all energy development and mining
on federal lands.

“This Congress seems incapable
of governing without a crisis to force
it into action. This week’s crisis is the
looming government shutdown, but

it is only the latest in a long line of
governing crises.

“Because this Congress is stuck in
a last-minute way of thinking, it has
failed to act or even consider legisla-
tion related to climate change. But
today’s IPCC report confirms that
climate change is already happening
and is already costing American lives
and dollars. Greenhouse gases have
increased to levels unprecedented in
at least the last 800,000 years, and
carbon dioxide concentrations have
increased by 40 percent since pre-
industrial times.

“Climate change is real, it is imme-
diate, and it should be treated as the
crisis it is. Just ask the victims of the
droughts, the floods, the wildfires,
the superstorms that have struck
America in recent years.”

ONE-STREET RIDE...Fanwood couple, Matt and Kim Oley, who are circulating
petitions supporting a push for one-seat train rides to New York City for Raritan
Valley Rail riders, meet with Assemblywoman Linda Stender (D-22, Fanwood)
at Sunday’s Fannywood Day street fair. They are volunteers supporting the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition.

DEM HEADQUARTERS...The Scotch Plains Democrats dedicated their 2013
campaign headquarters on Saturday. Pictured, from left to right, are: Union
County Freeholder Chairwoman Linda Carter, Scotch Plains Councilman Lou
Beckerman, Scotch Plains Deputy Mayor Colleen Gialanella, Assemblywoman
Linda Stender, Freeholder Al Mirabella; Assemblyman Jerry Green and Fan-
wood Mayor Colleen Mahr.

CAMPAIGN SPIRIT...Union County Republican Freeholder candidate Ira
Geiger of Union poses with members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
lacrosse team at the Fannywood Day Street Fair on Sunday.

Residents Urged to Apply
For Passports to Avoid Delays

Garwood Library to Host
Sorry, Wrong Number

GARWOOD  The Garwood Pub-
lic Library will host a live radio
version of Sorry, Wrong Number on
Tuesday, October 15, at 7 p.m.

Starting out as a radio play writ-
ten by Louise Fletcher in the 1940s,
and adapted into several film ver-
sions, the story involves Leona
Stevenson, who is sick and con-
fined to her bed. One night, while
waiting for her husband to return
home, she picks up the phone and
accidentally overhears a conversa-
tion between two men planning a
murder. She becomes increasingly
frantic as she tries to work out who
the victim is so the crime can be
prevented.

This rendition of Sorry, Wrong
Number will be presented by the
cast of Raconteur Radio Company
from Metuchen. Raconteur Radio
stages theatrical presentations of
vintage and original radio plays,
and pop culture parodies, for live
audiences in a variety of venues
throughout the tri-state area, includ-
ing libraries, adult communities,
senior centers, community/cultural
centers, restaurants, bars, high
schools and grammar schools.

Raconteur Radio Productions are
staged around (and amplified by) a
standing, fully functioning, art deco
“fat boy” microphone with a vin-
tage chrome grill, and will feature
theatrical lighting, costumes and
extensive sound effects.

Space is limited and early regis-
tration is recommended. Registra-
tion is required for this event and
can be done in person at the library,
by calling (908) 789-1670 or at the
library’s interactive calendar page
found on its website,
youseemore.com/garwood.

The Garwood Public Library is
celebrating its 80th year of provid-
ing services to the borough and
surrounding communities. The li-
brary is located at the corner of
Third Avenue and Walnut Street in
Garwood. Hours are Monday
through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.;
Fridays, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and
Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Jazz Singer Is Due
At Westfield Library
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Memorial Library will present jazz
singer Rosalind Grant on Wednes-
day, October 9, at 7 p.m. The library
is located at 550 East Broad Street.

A musician and performer, Ms.
Grant has appeared in venues around
New Jersey including the Crossroads
Restaurant and Jazz Club in Garwood;
the Pleasantdale Presbyterian Church
in West Orange; Jazz Vespers in West
Orange, and the Priory Restaurant
and Jazz Club in Newark.

This event will be free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and MU-
RAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that
are part of the Middlesex Union Re-
ciprocal Agreement Libraries. For par-
ticipating libraries, check the Westfield
Memorial Library website, wmlnj.org.
To register for the program, visit
wmlnj.org and click on the Calendar
link, or call (908) 789-4090, exten-
sion 0.

Library hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9
p.m., Monday through Thursday;
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and Satur-
day, and 1 to 5 p.m. on Sunday.

ELIZABETH – Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi reminds county
residents to apply for their passports
as soon as possible to avoid any com-
plications that may disrupt their win-
ter travel plans. Holiday travelers to
Canada, Mexico, Bermuda and coun-
tries in the Caribbean must have a
valid passport to enter or depart from
the United States.

“Because of the approaching holi-
days, there’s an increased demand
for new documents from the federal
passport agency. Don’t wait until
the last minute to get your passport,”
Ms. Rajoppi said. “Additionally, if
your passport expires within six
months of your planned visit, many
countries will not permit you to en-
ter. You will need to renew your
passport.”

It can take four to six weeks for a
regular passport application to be
processed and returned to the cus-
tomer. Even the more expensive ex-
pedited delivery option can take three
weeks for delivery.

Passport application forms may be

obtained at the County Clerk’s main
office in the Union County Court-
house at 2 Broad Street in Elizabeth
or at the County Clerk’s office annex
at 300 North Avenue East in Westfield.
Applications for passports and re-
lated information also can be found
online at www.ucnj.org/Passports.

The Westfield Annex is the only
County Clerk’s office in the state that
is open during evening hours. The
Westfield Annex is open from 8 a.m.
to 7:30 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days; from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays; and Satur-
days from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The phone
number at the Westfield Annex is
(908) 654-9859.

The Elizabeth office is open from
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday
through Friday. The phone number in
Elizabeth is (908) 527-4966. Clients
are asked to arrive at least 15 minutes
prior to closing time to allow for staff
assistance with the passport process.

For more information about ob-
taining a U.S. passport, please call
(908) 527-4966.

Miller-Cory Announces
October Museum Events

WESTFIELD — The Miller-Cory
House Museum, located at 614
Mountain Avenue in Westfield, will
be among the historical sites partici-
pating in free, two-day tours during
Union County’s “Four Centuries in
a Weekend 2013.”

The museum will be open Satur-
day, October 19, from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. and Sunday, October 20, from
noon to 5 p.m. On both days, mem-
bers of the museum’s Cooking Com-
mittee will demonstrate authentic
colonial-era open-hearth cooking
techniques, using recipes from the
18th century. The Saturday program
will feature a display of vintage quilts
and Sunday’s program will include
a lace-making demonstration. Cos-
tumed docents will be available to
show visitors around the fully fur-

nished colonial farmhouse.
Area residents also are invited to

visit the museum on Sunday, Octo-
ber 27, from 1:30 to 4 p.m. for Hal-
loween Hocus Pocus. This program
is appropriate for young children.
Registration is required. The
museum’s costumed docents will
greet visitors at the door of the colo-
nial farmhouse. Multiple activities
are planned for the afternoon, in-
cluding decorating Halloween cup-
cakes, other crafts and storytelling.
Festive refreshments will be served.
Visitors are invited to wear their Hal-
loween costumes.

The fee for Halloween Hocus Pocus
is $4 for children; accompanying
adults may attend for free. For regis-
tration, call (908) 232-1776 or e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com.

Knights Fish Fry
On Tap Oct. 18

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Knights of Columbus will hold their
semi-annual fish fry at their council
hall on Friday, October 18, from 6 to
8 p.m.

The dinner, catered by Thistles,
will offer baked fish as well as the
traditional fried fish, French fries,
coleslaw, dessert and coffee. Chicken
also will be available.

Tickets are $13 in advance, $15 at
the door, and $10 for children under
age 12. Takeout meals will be avail-
able. Tickets can be purchased at the
Council Hall weekdays after 4:30 p.m.
or on weekends after 2 p.m. For infor-
mation, call (908) 789-9809 or Chair-
man Dennis Clark at (908) 247-5389.

The Garwood Knights of Colum-
bus Hall is located at 37 South Av-
enue in Garwood, opposite PathMark
(turn at Marty Shoes). Parking is avail-
able behind the building off Willow
Avenue.

Claire Lynch Earns
Girl Scout Gold

WESTFIELD — Westfield resi-
dent Claire Lynch completed her Girl
Scout Gold Award, the highest award
given in Girl Scouting, on August 27.
She is the daughter of Kathleen and
Mark Lynch and a member of Troop
No. 40808.

For her Gold Award Project, Claire
worked with the Engel Center, a
Catholic Charities-affiliated senior
center in Cranford. Claire created
memory books for five senior citi-
zens at the center, interviewing them
and their families and gathering fam-
ily pictures. Many of the seniors were
memory-impaired, and the books
were created in a way to keep their
stories alive.

Claire held a final presentation
called “Sweet Memories” at the Engel
Center, where she presented the books
and played games with the seniors
while enjoying music and refresh-
ments. As part of the Girl Scouts
Heart of New Jersey Council, Claire
looks forward to the Gold Award
Ceremony in May 2014.

Mary E. McTigue
Named VP at Trinitas
ELIZABETH — Mary E. McTigue

of Scotch Plains has been elevated to
the roles of vice-president of Patient
Care Services and chief nursing of-
ficer at Trinitas Regional Medical
Center following the recent retirement
of Bernadette Countryman as senior
vice-president, clinical operations and
chief nurse officer.

Ms. McTigue, a veteran nurse who
served many years at Elizabeth Gen-
eral Medical Center, rose to the level
of associate director of nursing, a
position she held there from 1992
through 2000. She was then named
director of nursing at Trinitas in 2000,
followed by her most recent post as
vice-president of patient care services
in 2010. In addition to a nursing
diploma from Elizabeth General
School of Nursing and an associate’s
degree from Union County College,
Ms. McTigue attained a bachelor’s
degree in nursing from Kean Univer-
sity and a Master’s degree in Deliv-
ery of Nursing Services from New
York University.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

“Thanks for Sharing”
Something’s Gotta Give

3 popcorns

CAMPAIGNING IN WESTFIELD...Democratic State Senate candidate Jill
LaZare attended Westfield’s Festifall street fair on September 22. Ms. Lazare is
running in the state’s 21st Legislative District.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

“Sexual addiction?” skeptically
muses Gwyneth Paltrow’s Phoebe
in Stuart Blumberg’s “Thanks for
Sharing” after Mark Ruffalo’s Adam
divulges his affliction. “I thought
that’s just something guys use if
they get caught cheating.” Precisely,
just what most of us thought. How-
ever, per this very well written, illu-
minating tale, a fiction doubtlessly
inspired by some very hard facts,
the sad truth is otherwise.

Indeed, added now to the filmic
instruction we’ve received on alco-
holism, gambling, drug dependency
and the multifarious syndromes and
offshoots that attend those blights,
we get a borderline salacious, eye-
and earful worthy of contempla-
tion. Kick to the curb all the ratio-
nalizing euphemisms, like Don
Juan, Lothario, and Casanova, for
they are to this malady what high
roller is to compulsive gambling
and oenophile is to dipsomania.

Nope…this is the down and dirty
wretched side of it…a treatise on
the dismaying and potentially del-
eterious powers unleashed when
we’re unable to navigate success-
fully through the wonders of free-
will. The devastation is summed up
in one terribly haunting scene, when
Adam injudiciously invites to his
digs an old flame (Emily Meade)
with a masochistic father-fixation.
Oy vey!

We cringe, and can’t help ponder
the inherent unfairness…the for-
bidden apple part of virtually every
pleasurable experience…even the
seemingly more innocent indul-
gences. “Fatso” (1980), Anne
Bancroft’s underrated meditation on
gluttony, even found the Devil of
substance abuse hiding in a box of
donuts.

Alas, some of us don’t have prop-
erly set thermostats to govern our
proclivities. The rub is, such is the
stuff of being human, which all
falls under the umbrella of The Art
of Living.

Granted, the parameters of wrong,
right and decency are decided by
the psychologists, shamans and laws
of the society in which we dwell.
But the long and short of it, smartly
delineated here by tight, knowing
direction and touchingly empathic
performances, is that behavior must
ultimately be judged by how it af-
fects a being and those around him.

Thus the story is told about four
sexually addicted souls whose lives
have come asunder, their destinies
dictated by libidos gone awry. Seek-
ing help, their paths intersect at
SAA (Sex Addicts Anonymous).
Once we scrape the pernicious re-
sults of the disease from their per-
sons, they are all likeable sorts.

At central focus is Adam, an ac-
knowledged environmental guru.
Apparently at a watershed in his
road to recovery, he’s been living in
total abstinence since he climbed

aboard the SAA wagon. But now,
Mike, his aphorism-spouting spon-
sor played with big brother dignity

by Tim Robbins, has given him the
go-ahead to date.

Not so fast, rejoins Adam, re-
ferred to as ‘The Monk’ by his men-
tor. Hitherto, he has known only
two speeds, or sexual modes: As-
ceticism, or all out libertine mad-
ness. Heretofore incapable of liv-
ing up to the wisdom proffered in
my alma mater’s seal — “Est Modus
in Rebus” (The golden mean should
always be observed) — he fears the
tantalizations that might lurk in the
so-called happy medium.

Of course this is Hollywood and
so, despite the film’s acuity both
academically and clinically, Cupid
invokes the deus ex machina and
plops down perfectly normal
Phoebe (well, she’s not a sex ad-
dict) both to test Adam’s rehabilita-
tion and inject the doings with a
love story.

Giving us a look at the scourge
from another perspective is the case
of Neil, a young E.R. doc who can’t
administer to his own emergency.
Splendidly played by Josh Gad, the
physician, via a telling visit to
Mom’s house, offers some insight
into the pathology of excess. Suf-
fice it to note, his sexual indiscre-
tions have resulted in a court order:
Attend SAA or else. He is a frantic
mess.

Mike, the aforementioned senior
member in our purview is, quite the
contrary, the picture of serenity…a
12-step aficionado whose embrace
of Eastern philosophy is a major
part of his salvation…so far. In a
smaller but nonetheless important
aspect of the movie’s exploration
into this little discussed sickness,
Pink (Alecia Moore) adds lots of
spark as Dede, a punk-styled hair-
dresser who just can’t say no.

They act, interact, commiserate,
intercede and go headlong into the
breach of their crises, ultimately
setting up a suspenseful scenario:
Who among the group will conquer
the curse? A couple of subplots add
breadth and texture to the doings
while also apprising how family
and friends are affected by loved
ones battling sexual addiction.

Yipes, it’s complicated, and of-
ten disheartening. But, perhaps
while just slightly pie in the sky and
formulaic, there is an encouraging
conviviality engendered by these
damaged comrades who find them-
selves in the same foxhole. Despite
some sordid disclosures, by illus-
trating how they extend their gen-
erosity to each other, even when
they can hardly help themselves,
makes “Thanks for Sharing” an in-
formative and bighearted little film.

…
“Thanks for Sharing,” rated R, is

a Lionsgate release directed by
Stuart Blumberg and stars Mark
Ruffalo, Tim Robbins and Gwyneth
Paltrow. Running time: 112 min-
utes

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Probitas Verus Honos

Soccer Raiders Defeat
Linden Tigers, 3-2

The No. 13 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys soccer team de-
feated Linden, 3-2, in Linden on Sep-
tember 26. Sophomore James
Murphy notched a goal and a pair of
assists, while Chris Gibbons and Jus-
tin Rodriques each netted a goal for
the 6-2 Raiders.

Blue Devils Sink Lions
In Girls Volleyball

The Westfield High School girls
volleyball team overcame the Roselle
Catholic Lady Lions in three sets, 24-
26, 27-25, 25-21, to improve to 6-0
on September 26.

Elena Scarano had 28 digs and two
aces. Angela Dorry had 10 digs, nine
kills and a blocked shot. Anna
Labrozzi notched seven kills and six
digs. Kyla Rodrigues notched seven
kills, 16 assists, 13 digs and two
blocks. Lizzi Sottung had five digs
and three kills. Megan Mondon had
13 assists, 11 digs and three kills.
Olivia Manning had three kills and
two assists. Olivia Meyer had 15 digs
and three kills. Kaelyn Heard had 10
digs. Emma Lorenzo had three digs
and three blocks.

Raiders Nip Pioneers
In 3 Volleyball Games
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School girls volleyball team took three
games to nip the New Providence Pio-
neers on September 26. After dropping
the first game, 25-20, the 7-2 Raiders
rebounded to win the next two games,
25-20 and 25-16.

Isabella Krempa had 15 service
points and 15 assists. Shannon Reilly
had 12 service points and nine digs.
Brooke Enners notched nine kills, nine
digs and 12 service points. Jackie
Flecher had five service points and two
blocks. Samantha Ricciardi had 10 ser-
vice points and Caroline Yessman had
eight service points and three kills.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail-PO Box 250, Westfield 07091
PO Box 368, Scotch Plains 07076


