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LEVINE NOTCHES LONE GOAL ON ASSIST FROM BASS

No. 2 W. Essex Knights Stop
Westfield in Field Hockey, 9-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

No. 2 ranked West Essex demon-
strated why it was ranked so highly
when the Knights recorded a 9-1 vic-
tory over Westfield at Gary Kehler Sta-
dium in Westfield on September 25.
The 6-1 Lady Knights put on an exhi-
bition of quality stick handling, both
with the soft touch and the hard ham-
mer, especially from their forward line.

“They are a fantastic team. We
knew that going in. They also had
played a really tough game against
Oak Knoll and ended up losing in
overtime, so we knew they were go-
ing to be looking to get back into it
and get back in their groove. That’s
exactly what they did. They are fast.
They are strong. They are skilled.
They are well-coached. They are a
superior team to us, and that’s OK.
We played as best as we could against
them,” Blue Devil Head Coach Caitlin
MacDonald said.

The Knights were set up with 26
penalty corners, and a significant

number of their goals came as a result
of those setups. Senior forward
Kaitlyn Struss, who initiated the pen-
alty corners would shoot the ball out
to senior midfielder Stephanie Pezzuti
then hover near the net, while junior
forward Gabrielle Girardi would pinch
the other side.

“No matter what, that’s the thing
we did notice on their corners. They
had a tremendous number of corners
today and they capitalized on them.
We tried to make an adjustment. It
was tough to do that, because we are
down players already, because it was
five of us against all of them. Their
two wings would post up on both
posts and it was hard to cover both, so
we go to where we think the ball is
going to end up. Sometimes we were
wrong,” Coach MacDonald said.

Struss finished with three goals and
a pair of assists, while Girardi netted
a goal. Pezzuti added a goal and two
assists, forward Demi Russo netted a
goal and an assist, forward Alyssa
Mendez scored a goal and freshman

midfielder Jordyn Thies scored two
goals.

“We played as best as we could. I
wish we could have made a couple of
adjustments. We gave up a lot of
passes right to the other team. A
couple of balls, we should have got-
ten rid of a little quicker. Little adjust-
ments! But it’s easy to say from the
sidelines. When you are not exhausted
against one of the best teams in the
state, it’s hard to make an adjust-
ment,” Coach MacDonald said.

The Blue Devils’ backfield was
certainly put to the test. Keeper Agatha
Magierski made 15 stops, but her
backfield also helped to reject sev-
eral potential shots on goal.

“Agatha made some really nice
saves. Our midfield made a couple of
nice plays. Overall, we lost because
we are not quite as good as them. The
effort was there. We hung with them
as best as we could,” Coach
MacDonald noted.

After Struss scored the first goal of

WALKER RUSHES 168 YARDS, TD; OBLACHINSKI TD

Summit Runs Up 48-14 Win
Over Cougar Footballers

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Summit High School football
team gave the home crowd what they
wanted, a 48-14 victory over the 1-2
Cougars at Tatlock Stadium in Sum-
mit on September 27. The 3-0
Hilltoppers (with 39-0 home record
streak) set the pace by scoring four
times in the first quarter and setting
up another in the second quarter then
carried that momentum throughout.

“If you play football and that’s
what I told the guys the last time, that
if you’re in enough games, you run
up against a team that is better than
you and plays a lot better than you,
and that is what we ran into. Summit
played a lot better than us and they
took it to us. Hats off to them, they did
a great job preparing the kids, they
did a great job executing and they
didn’t make any mistakes. They were
the much better team tonight. It’s not
the last game of the year, we are
going to get ready to play next week
and get after it,” Cranford Head Coach
Erik Rosenmeier said.

The Hilltoppers successfully
pushed the younger Cougar defen-

sive line backward and amassed 417
yards. Quarterback Charlie Terry
completed 11-of-14 attempts for 216
yards and four touchdown (TD)
strikes, all in the first half. Wide re-
ceiver Andrew Masterfano snagged
four catches for 79 yards and a score,
while David Connolly had a 28-yard
TD reception. Colm Dougherty had
133 rushing yards on five carries,
including a TD and Chris Zanelli
caught two TD passes.

The 1-2 Cougars totaled 392 yards,
including 341-yards on the ground
and quarterback John Oblachinski
completed five of 10 pass attempts
for 51-yards, including his 3-yard
TD run in the third quarter.

“We prepared well this week, we
were ready to go on offense, but we
didn’t execute the way we wanted to.
Summit is a good team both offen-
sively and defensively. They execute
well and they know all their assign-
ments. They have a whole lot of things
that they can throw at you and they do
a good job with that. They got a
jump-start on us, they were up 14-0
much before we knew what hit us,
and that’s tough to come back from.

We really did not execute after that,
we did not rally together and come
back from that. They did a good job
coming off the ball and it was tough
to stop,” said Oblachinski.

With limited success in the rushing
game, running back Donavin Walker
found success in the middle of the
field late in the first quarter and fin-
ished with 168 yards on 15 carries,
including a touchdown (TD).

“We ran a two tank, I had great
blocking from my line, Rob
O’Shaughnessy and my ‘A’ back Luke
Christiano and my wide-out Joe
Norton and they just blocked it up
well; I got in the hole and scored,”
said Walker.

The Hilltoppers came out throwing
from the start. Terry capped a five-
play, 54-yard drive with his 16-yard
TD strike to Chris Zanelli. With lim-
ited success in the Cougar rushing
game, Walker did succeed in finding
a gap in the middle of the field and
concluded a seven-play march with a
56-yard sprint to make the score 14-
7 late in the first quarter.

The Hilltoppers took over and im-
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Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HEADING DOWNFIELD FOR A BIG GAIN...Cougar running back Donavin Walker, No. 36, breaks free and heads
downfield in the game against the Summit Hilltoppers on September 27. Walker rushed for 168 yards and a touchdown.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCRAMBLE IN FRONT OF THE BLUE DEVIL GOAL...A host of Lady Blue Devils rush to defend their goal area in the
game against the No. 2 ranked West Essex Knights. See more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports page 5.


