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Blue Devils Stop Union, 2-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Hannah Kronick (’10) became the
fifth WHS graduate to be honored in
“Sports Illustrated” magazine’s “Faces
in the Crowd” feature.

The senior was honored for being
the Division 3 National Player of the
Week for the second straight time, help-
ing Johns Hopkins to a No. 2 national
ranking.

She joins swimmer Roger (’55)
Anderson (March 4, 1957), auto racer
Walt (’40) Hansgen (Nov. 11, 1957),
swimmer John (’66) Ketcham (May 11,
1970) and soccer goalie Lauren (’06)
Sinnenberg (Feb. 11, 2008) as WHS’s
other Faces in the Crowd.

NOBODY DOES IT BETTER
With WHS’s football team playing

at Maloney Stadium in Phillipsburg, I
got to once again see the Blue Devils
play in New Jersey’s best and most
historic football venue. There is noth-
ing on this side of the Delaware River
that compares with it. I mean, free
admission for seniors? And the same
kind of old-time urinals shaped like a
horse’s watering trough that WHS used
to have? (Things like that are both
important to some of us.)

The previous Friday night, I’d been
in Ohio for a funeral, and I spent the day
visiting some old haunts in Massillon,
Ohio. WHS and P-burg are historically
two of the great programs in New Jer-
sey. I have to admit being highly im-
pressed Friday when the P-burg play-
ers, after their 24-13 victory, went into
the corner with their raucous fans and
sang the school’s alma mater.

That’s something Massillon does,
among many things that make it the best
place on the other side of the Delaware
River that I’ve ever seen a football game.

It starts with the drive into town, on
Route 21 out of Cleveland. You pass a
huge mural on the side of an old build-
ing with a photo of Tommy (Ol’ Reli-
able) Heinrich, the former New York
Yankee star who was born in Massillon.
A minute later there’s another mural,
this one for silent movie star Lillian
Gish; you then enter downtown
Massillon on Lillian Gish Boulevard.
There are other murals painted on the
walls of buildings downtown, for leg-
endary coach Paul Brown, football star
Chris Spielman and football star/actor
David Canary, among others. Former
New York Giants coach John McVay
played there, basketball coaching leg-
end Bob Knight was born there,
baseball’s Mike Hershberger and Harry
Stuhldreyer of Notre Dame’s Four
Horseman are Massillon grads, too.

And then there’s Paul Brown Tiger
Stadium, which this year features huge

murals of former Massillon football
coaches, including their won-lost record
and how many state titles their teams
won. All the streets around the high
school are named after former coaches.

(Note: this is the same town where a
couple years ago two guys at a bar were
complaining that the Cleveland Browns
were stupid for scheduling a preseason
game on the same night as Massillon’s
opening game.)

Some may say that the people of
Massillon are stuck in their past; more
enlightened folks choose to say that the
people of Massillon respect and honor
their past, and are proud as he!* of it. As
the great Gatsby said: “So we beat on,
boats against the current, borne back
ceaselessly into the past.”

BALDWIN A (TAR) HEEL
Caroline Baldwin, who was involved

in three individual and two relay school
records last winter, has accepted a swim-
ming scholarship to the University of
North Carolina.

Baldwin, who teams with fellow se-
nior Sarah Cronin for a terrific 1-2 punch,
set school marks in the 50 free (22.89),
100 free (50.53) and 100 back (55.49).
She was also on the 200 free (1:37.16)
and 400 free (3:30.48) relays. She was
won the state championships in the 50
free and 100 back, the first WHSer to
accomplish that since Dana Zonnevylle
in 1979. Baldwin was also a freshman
on the school record medley relay
(1:48.05).

Cronin, currently uncommitted for a
college, has school records in the 200
free (1:51.21) and 200 individual med-
ley (2:08.21) and will go after the 500
free mark of 5 .79 set in 2008 by Alexi
Kuska. Cronin is also second in the 100
free (51.87) and is on the two school
record relays.

THIS AND THAT
The girls tennis team’s run of eight

straight Union County Tournament titles
ended with a narrow loss to Summit’s
Kent Place. Julia Criscuolo and Julia
Morgan captured the title at first doubles.
Still, WHS has won the event 17 times
in its 38-year history.

The field hockey team took its lumps
last week with losses to Montclair-
Kimberley, Montclair and West Essex.
It should be noted that those teams were
ranked Nos. 11, 9 and 2 by The Star-
Ledger. Against regular competition,
the Devils shut out Cranford 1-0 on
Saturday.

Congrats to the gymnastics team,
which won the Cougar Classic at
Cranford last Friday for the second
straight year and the seventh time in the
event’s 12-year history. Jenna Rizkalla,

Abby Cook and Holly Goldring were
event winners.

COLLEGE UPDATE
Field hockey goalie-turned-golfer

Hannah Purdy (WHS, ’11) finished 11th
overall, and tops on her California
Lutheran team, with a 83-80—163 at
the San Luis Opispo Invitational on
Sept. 21-22 in Nipomo, Calif.

IN PASSING
Coming back from my 96-year-old

Uncle Dana’s funeral in Cleveland two
weekends ago, I learned of the death of
baseball coach Bob Brewster’s son. Scott
Brewster (’01) died of cardiac arrest at
his apartment in New York. He was just
29.

Bob Sampson, the father of football
star Rick Sampson (’78), died at age 90
in Kennett Square, Pa.

Marian Demarest, the 95-year-old
mom of former WHS swim stars Chip
(‘65), Dave (’68) and Peter (’72), passed
away on Aug. 8.

And Edna Stotler, the 90-year-old
mother of former WHS athletes Tom
(’63), Dick (’66) and Andy (’69) on
Aug. 28 joined her late husband Harold,
one of the workers on the Manhattan
Project during World War II.

FOOTBALL MAGAZINE
Athlon Sports, which bills itself as

America’s Premier Sports Publisher and
currently produces magazines for pro
football and most of the major college
athletic conferences, has produced its
premier high school football magazine.
It covers the elite players and teams of
the entire country, and also has state-
by-state rankings.

Surprisingly, the top seven teams in
New Jersey were parochial/private
schools. That’s surprising because teams
No. 8-10 were public schools. Montvale
St. Joseph, Paramus Catholic, Don Posco,
Bergen Catholic, St. Peter’s, Delbarton
and Red Bank Catholic held the first
seven spots, followed by Montclair,
Manalapan and Timber Creek.

It’s an impressive product and sells
for $7.99. The executive editor is
Mitchell Light of New Providence. In
his magazine’s introduction, Mitch mis-
spelled the name of New Providence’s
legendary football coach as Frank
Battone, instead of the correct Bottone.
I sent him an email to compliment the
product, and point out the error. He
thanked me, and noted that his personal
high school highlight was hitting a two-
run double against Westfield in the
Union County Tournament back in the
day. Touche!

THE HOME RUN POLICE
The Atlanta Braves have apparently

decided that they will be major league

baseball’s judge and jury on how to run
out a home run. If they, specifically
catcher Brian McCann, but also first
baseman Freddie Freeman and third
baseman Chris Johnson, don’t like the
speed which a batter runs around the
bases, they simply won’t allow them to
score.

Last week, for the second time in a
month, McCann took it upon himself to
let a South American ballplayer – first it
was pitcher Jose Rodriguez of Miami,
last week it was outfielder Carlos Gomez
of Milwaukee – know that he didn’t
appreciate the way they followed the
flight of their home run. Apparently, the
Braves feel you’re not supposed to spoil
the game’s integrity by watching your
home run; you know, like how Ryan
Howard and Reggie Jackson and Babe
Ruth always “run out” their homers
rather than watch them disappear in the
stands.

Amazingly, McCann cut Gomez off
20 feet up the third baseline, got into his
face and wouldn’t let him pass; Gomez
still hasn’t reached home plate. A bench-
clearing brawl followed, which didn’t
help baseball’s integrity. And it was
probably the first time in baseball his-
tory that a catcher prevented somebody
from scoring in that manner. Yet some-
how Gomez was suspended, and
McCann got off scot-free.

Earlier in the month, McCann greeted
Rodriguez at home plate with another
in-your-face explanation of how the
pitcher apparently was “showing up”
the Braves, or was it dishonoring the
game? Not sure. Somehow a pitcher
watching his first career home run is not
playing the game the right way, but
marching 20 feet up the third base line
to prevent a runner from scoring on his
home run is OK.

(Not saying it means anything, but it
should be noted that McCann was born
and raised in Athens, Ga., a onetime
hotbed of the Ku Klux Klan. And did
you know the nickname for the Atlanta
minor league team before the Braves
was . . . the Crackers.)

DEVIL OF THE MONTH
Jenna Rizkalla captured the all-

around title with a 36.125 score, help-
ing the WHS gymnasts retain the team
title at the Cougar Classic. The junior
overcame a dislocated elbow injury in
April.

The Devil’s Den appears in The
Westfield Leader on the first and third
Thursday each month during the scho-
lastic year. Contact us with comments,
complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.col. And remember, win
or not, Whs4evr!

Kronick Joins Elite Company
In SI’s ‘Faces in the Crowd’

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Blue Devil of Month
Jenna Rizkalla

Gymnastics

from, but I just got it and I turned and
scored,” recalled Liddy, who notched
her fourth goal of the season.

“That last goal was brilliant. We
are working with a lot of young girls
on out team. They earned that last
goal, so that was nice,” Coach Schmidt
said.

Throughout her stay on the field,
Liddy liked working with another
freshman, Taylor Morgan.

Senior co-captain Karli Sottung,
who was a Third Team All-State se-
lection as a center midfielder, has
moved to secure the center back posi-
tion after co-captain Mary Randazzo
went down with a concussion earlier
in the season.

“I can’t do without Lauren Rigney
and Sarah Broughton. They are my
two outside backs. It’s become a huge
thing. We are playing for each other.
First game against Scotch Plains I
was definitely a little nervous. The
only thing I knew to do was get the
ball out and don’t let the ball get in the
goal. From then on, it’s our second
shutout, so I am definitely getting
more comfortable. I can’t say I am as
comfortable as being up top. It’s the
natural thing for me. With Mary out,
we didn’t have many people to fill in.
You got to take one for the team
sometimes,” Sottung said.

The Blue Devils out-shot the 4-4
Farmers 6-1 in the first half and took
four corner kicks, with Morgan initi-
ating three of them and Scott the
other. Scott took the first wicked shot
eight minutes into the game, but it

was deflected slightly to the left.
Morgan launched a hard shot that
was also tipped away midway through
the half. The Farmers’ only shot in the
half slid just to the right of the far
post.

The Blue Devils added five more
shots on goal in the second half and
three more corner kicks to the Farm-
ers’ two shots and two corner kicks.
Before McDonald scored the first
goal, senior Gianna DeVito lifted a
shot over the crossbar then afterwards,
Scott drilled one over the crossbar
and another that missed just left of the
near post.

“Soccer is a game of patience. We
had probably 80-90 percent of the
play in the first half. Just be patient
and it will come. Union will play us
hard. It’s not going to be a 4 or 5-0
game,” Coach Schmidt said.
Union 0 0 0
Westfield 0 2 2

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DRILLING ONE TOWARD THE NET...Blue Devil Lil Scott, No. 10, launches a
shot towards the Union Farmer net in the first half at Kehler Stadium.
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Albert
“Al”

Antoine

TUDOR

CRANFORD. Northside custom Tudor. 5 Bedrooms, 2 Bath, LR w/WBF,
FDR, large FR w/slate floor and built-ins. Crown base trim throughout,
HWF, newer Pella and Marvin replacement windows. New boiler 2011, new
HWH 2011, Timberline Camelot roof 2010. Abundant cabinets and granite
countertop in kitchen. Professionally landscaped 1/4 acre and rear paver
patio. Highly regarded Cranford school system with convenient train/bus
transportation to NYC. Close to downtown dining and shopping. $659,000.

Frances
“Fran”
Bradley

and
Ebtsam
“Sam”
Sayed

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. Beautiful new Colonial with exquisite attention to detail
at end of tranquil cul-de-sac. Bluestone columned front porch; Hardi-
Plank siding; 6 BRs include 1st floor. guest suite; spacious Master Suite
with fireplace; designer kitchen with stainless appliances, cherry cabinets,
granite and center island; walk-up attic; bonus room; 3-car attached
garage. Elegant millwork and tasteful decor throughout. Great location on
quiet street blocks from schools and close to town/train. $1,349,000.

Jacqueline
“Jackie”
Waldman

MOUNTAINSIDE. Custom Colonial Home situated on more
than a half acre of manicured property featuring 5 BR, 4 full baths, 2 half
baths with 3 car attached garage. This distinctive home boasts a FLR w/
fireplace, FDR, library/study, den w/wet bar & fireplace. Gourmet EIK,
2nd floor Master Bedroom w/bath, 4 additional Bedrooms & 2 full
baths, 1st floor laundry/pantry, ground level FR /game room w/fireplace,
summer kitchen/au pair suite w/private entrance, Central Air. $899,999.

Associate of the Month

Annette
Vega

BI-LEVEL

SCOTCH PLAINS. Bi-level w/vinyl siding and newer roof; 2 car
attached 4 Car Garage with Blacktop driveway in the lovely town of Scotch
Plains. 1st Floor - LR, FDR, New EIK with granite counter tops and tiled
back splash (2011), New full bath room w/skylight (2011), 3 BR. GL - FR
with sliding doors that lead to patio w/motorized full deck awning, fenced
in yard and beautiful garden (Owner is Master Gardener); 1 BR; 1/2 Bath.
CAC, One block to New York City Express Bus. $399,800.

CUSTOM COLONIAL

Martha
Schilling

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. Charming turn of the century home with open front porch.
Exceptionally deep, park like rear yard (446`). Large EIK, LR/DR runs from
the front to back of house. An Entry foyer and Main Bath complete the 1st
level. Level 2 affords 3 BR and half bath. The 3rd level features a large FR,
office or additional living space. Basement area includes a laundry area, play
space & storage, along with access to outside through Bilco doors. Wood
flooring under carpeting in LR/DR and all BRs. $449,000.

TUDOR

CRANFORD. Spectacular custom built 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath
Tudor style home. One of the Marquee residences of Cranford.
Warm, inviting, luxurious home with private grounds including 2 car
attached garage, spacious deck, and gazebo for entertaining. This
home includes country kitchen opening into Family Room with wood
burning fireplace. Master Bedroom suite on first floor can easily
accommodate a Mother/Daughter option. $649,000.

Peter
Lisciotto

Lady Blue Devils Rout
Bayonne Bees, 6-0

Senior Karli Sottung ripped in three
goals to lead the 6-2 Westfield High
School girls soccer te3am to a 6-0
rout of the Bayonne Bees in Westfield
on September 28. Hannah Hawkins
netted a goal and an assist, Jenna
Helfand and Olivia Luzzi each scored
a goal and Nora Moriarty added an
assist.
Bayonne 0 0 0
Westfield 1 5 6


